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Delhi Speaker stresses need to preserve India's tribal heritage

New Delhi,Agency:
Delhi Assembly Speaker
Vijender Gupta on Saturday
emphasised the need to pre-
serve and promote India's
tribal heritage, stating that
tribal histories have long
remained underrepresented
in mainstream narratives
despite their significant con-
tributions to the country's
cultural and freedom struggle
legacy.

Addressing a national
seminar on "Bhagwan Shri
Birsa Munda, Cultural
Renaissance in Tribal India
and His Representation in
Museums" at the India
International Centre, Gupta
said Birsa Munda was not
merely a freedom fighter but a
symbol of self-respect, cultur-

al identity and social awaken-
ing.

The seminar, organised by
the Museums Association of
India, brought together muse-
um professionals, historians,
archaeologists, scholars and
researchers to discuss Birsa
Munda's legacy and the role
of museums in preserving
tribal heritage.

Gupta said Birsa Munda's
movement represented resist-
ance against colonial rule as
well as an effort to protect
indigenous traditions, cultur-
al identity and tribal institu-
tions. He noted that the tribal
leader inspired confidence
and self-belief among tribal
communities at a time when
they faced economic exploita-
tion and social disruption.

Highlighting the richness
of India's tribal heritage, the
Speaker said tribal communi-
ties possess a vast legacy of

oral traditions, folk arts,
music, ecological knowledge
and social practices that con-
tinue to enrich the country's

tribal communities had his-
torically acted as custodians
of forests, biodiversity and
sustainable lifestyles, making
their knowledge systems rele-
vant even today.

Observing that many tribal

&

__|=
cultural landscape He sald

™ histories and freedom strug-

gles remained insufficiently
acknowledged for decades,
Gupta welcomed initiatives
such as the commemoration
of Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas
| and efforts to document tribal
| heritage, describing them as

= ! important steps towards
| S building a more inclusive
ﬁ = understanding of India's past.

Underscoring the role of
' museums, Gupta said they
serve as custodians of collec-
tive memory and play a cru-
cial role in shaping how future
generations understand his-
tory. He stressed that muse-
ums should go beyond dis-
playing artefacts and mean-
ingfully represent the experi-
ences, aspirations and contri-
butions of tribal communi-

ties."The stories museums
choose to tell shape how
future generations under-
stand their nation, their histo-
ry and themselves,” he
said.Gupta also urged muse-
ums, archives and cultural
institutions to develop exhibi-
tions, oral history projects
and other public engagement
initiatives centred on the life
and legacy of Birsa Munda
and tribal
communities.Referring to
India's goal of becoming a
developed nation by 2047, he
said economic progress must
be accompanied by cultural
confidence and historical
awareness, adding that pre-
serving cultural heritage is
essential for strengthening
national identity and unity.

NGT seeks report on
illegal borewells

New Delhi,Agency: National Green
Tribunal has sought a comprehensive
report from the Central Ground Water
Authority (CGWA) on allegations of illegal
borewell operations in a residential society
in East Delhi's Mayur Vihar Phase-I. The
tribunal has also asked the district adminis-
tration and Delhi Jal Board to submit an
action taken report.

A local resident filed a complaint alleg-
ing that several borewells are illegally oper-
ating at a society in the area. The bench
headed by Justice Prakash Shrivastava
observed that the complaint was made to
the area SDM, CGWA and DJB in April, but
no effective action has been taken. The
bench has asked the CGWA,

1 dead, 6 injured after
tempo overturns near
Delhi's Mahipalpur

New Delhi,Agency: A 47-year-old
woman died and six others, including three
children, were injured after a three-wheeler
tempo overturned on the Rajokri flyover
near Mahipalpur early Sunday morning.

The deceased was identified as Kripa
Devi (47). The injured were identified as
Vansh (8), Savitri Devi (60), Naina (34),
Rahul (37), Naksh (14), and Ishan (2).

According to the Delhi Fire Services
(DFS), a call regarding the road accident
was received at 4.37 am from the Vasant
Kunj area. Officials from the fire dept and
police personnel rushed to the spot.

Officials said the accident involved a
tempo, which overturned on the flyover. By
the time rescue teams reached the location,
PCR personnel had already shifted the
injured to Safdarjung Hospital and AIIMS
Trauma Centre.

Police are probing the circumstances
that led to the accident

Four criminals, including three
Prince Teotia gang members

held after two encounters

New Delhi,Agency: Delhi Police
arrested four suspects, including three
alleged shooters of the Prince Teotia gang,
in two encounters in south and north-east
districts between Friday night and early
Saturday. Three of the accused suffered
leg injuries in retaliatory firing by police.

In the first operation, a south district
team apprehended three gang members
after an encounter in Pushp Vihar. The
accused - Rakesh, Sonu and Bharat Jatav
- were intercepted around 12.20 am on a
stolen motorcycle without a number
plate.

When asked to stop, the trio allegedly
opened fire at the police team. Police
retaliated, injuring Rakesh and Sonu in
the legs before overpowering the three.

Rakesh, a Dakshinpuri resident with
11 previous criminal cases, had been on
the run after allegedly carrying out an
extortion-related firing on June 1 outside
a businessman's house in Lado Sarai
under Saket police station limits.

Police said they recovered two semi-
automatic pistols - including weapons
used in the Saket incident - along with
seven live cartridges, six empty shells and
three mobile phones.

In a separate encounter in north-east
Delhi, a team from Welcome police sta-
tion arrested Rihan, an absconding mur-
der suspect, after a shootout at Jheel
Park. Acting on a tip-off around 11 pm on
Friday, police cornered him.

Rihan allegedly fired three rounds
while trying to escape. A member of the
police team fired back, hitting him in the
right leg and stopping his escape.

DU professor murder case

Couple arrested, property dispute suspected behind killing

New Delhi,Agency:
Police have arrested a man
and his wife in connection
with the murder of a Delhi
University assistant profes-
sor, Dr Debosmita Paul in
New Ashok Nagar.

The couple was known to
the victim, and the motive
appears to be a property dis-
pute.

At the time of the inci-
dent, they also had a child
with them, whom they left
outside the professor's
apartment before going
inside and attacking her.

The 42-year-old profes-
sor was found dead in her
apartment in east Delhi's
Vasundhara Enclave on
Thursday.

She taught English at
Shivaji  College, Delhi
University, and lived alone
in Satyam Apartment while
her parents resided nearby.

Police said they received
a PCR call around 2.35pm at
New Ashok Nagar police sta-

Two found dead in Chajjupur  Pop
police suspect man 'poisoned

tion from the victim's sister,
Devarati Paul, 49, who
reported that her sister had
been murdered at her resi-
dence.

"Devarati had been trying
to reach Debosmita all day,
but her calls went unan-
swered. Concerned, she
went to the apartment and
found it locked from out-
side," a senior officer said.

"Suspecting something
was wrong, she broke the

lock and found her sister
dead inside."

A police team rushed to
the spot and found the vic-
tim on a bed with severe
head injuries. Preliminary
investigation suggests she
was attacked with a blunt
object.

Police also found injuries
on her wrists, indicating
that a sharp-edged weapon
may have been used during
the assault.

Parked truck catches
fire, driver burnt alive

New
Delhi,Agency: A
truck driver was
burnt alive in a hor-
rific accident on the
Kundli-Manesar-
Palwal Expressway
Saturday morning
after his truck col-
lided with another
truck parked on the
road and caught
fire.

According to the,
police, the incident
took place around
5:00 am on
Saturday when a
truck was parked on
the expressway
roadside.
Meanwhile, another
truck coming from
Bilaspur lost con-
trol and collided
with the parked
vehicle. At the time
of the accident, the
truck was Dbeing
driven by Deepu, a
resident of Unnao
district in Uttar
Pradesh.

s

Following  the
collision, the driver
Deepu was trapped
in the truck's cabin
and could not
escape due to the
intense flames. He
was burnt alive.

Fire brigade and
police teams
arrived at the scene
as soon as the inci-
dent was reported.
After  significant
effort, fire brigade
personnel managed
to control the fire in
both trucks, but the
driver had already
died by then. The
fire was so severe
that the driver's
body was complete-
ly burned to a
skeleton.

't even go near'; Muslim youth urged to

son before killing self

New
Delhi,Agency: A
54-year-old man

allegedly poisoned
his 13-year-old son
before allegedly
dying by suicide at
their home in
northeast Delhi's
Chajjupur on
Saturday morning,
police said.

The deceased
have been identi-
fied as Praveen
Sharma and his
son. Police received
information about a
suicide at Jyoti
Nagar police station
in the morning and
reached the house
in North Chajjupur.

1\ \

Preliminary
investigation sug-
gests the father may
have administered
a poisonous sub-

stay away' from Cockroach Janta Party's stir

New Delhi,Agency: Six
years ago, Muslim women
occupying a stretch of road in
southeast Delhi transformed
Shaheen Bagh into a global
symbol of protest. Ahead of
Saturday's demonstration, a
very different message trav-
elled through WhatsApp
groups, mosque announce-
ments, Instagram reels and X
posts across parts of the

stance to the child Muslim community: stay
. . away.

beforel.’;aklng ll.lls Widely shared posts

(S);\;g }I‘lel,e peox;ii warned Muslim youth that

cause of death will
be confirmed after
post-mortem.

Forensic teams
examined the scene
and collected evi-
dence.

while protests may last a few
hours, "the consequences can
linger for years for them".
Others advised: "Don't par-
ticipate. Don't even go near
the protest site"- arguing if
violence or disorder erupted,
Muslims would be among the

=y

first to face scrutiny.
Days before CJP founder
Abhijeet Dipke who flew in
from the US for the protest
announced the date for the
congregation, clerics, com-
munity figures and ordinary
Muslim users circulated
warnings urging members
not to attend-a sentiment
that has gained ground since
the anti-CAA protests and the
Delhi riots investigations.
Ashraf Masood, a college

- student said his father dis-
'y couraged him from attend-

ing. "He told me it's wiser to
focus on building yourself
and your career first and then
help people. This way, we
don't invite trouble," he told
Media. One X post urged
Muslims to avoid even the
surrounding  area. "As
always, Muslims will be
made the scapegoat,” it said,
warning of arrests, media
scrutiny and anti-national
allegations if unrest broke
out.

Ashraf Masood, a college
student from Sarita Vihar,
said his father discouraged
him from attending. "He
told me it's wiser to focus on
building yourself and your
career first and then help
people.

CJP's online movement faces its first real-world test

New Delhi,Agency: After
staying awake through the night,
41-year-old Tripura-based content
creator Madhavi Biswas stood out-
side Gate No. 6 of Terminal 3 at
Indira Gandhi International
Airport on Saturday, hoping to
catch a glimpse of Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) founder
Abhijeet Dipke. Leaving behind
her Class XII-bound child in her
native state, she said she had trav-
elled to Delhi "to secure his
future”.

Biswas was among the many
who waited under the morning
sun for the man whose online
movement, triggered by a remark
by the CJI, had suddenly found
itself at the centre of a national
conversation. As the crowd
swelled, Delhi Police personnel
repeatedly moved people behind
the barricades.

At o9.15am, Dipke finally

emerged. Accompanied by CJP
spokesperson Ashutosh Ranka, he
was greeted with chants of "CJP ki
Jai" as dozens pulled out their
phones to record the moment.

Interestingly, in a video mes-
sage posted on Friday, Dipke had
urged supporters not to crowd the
airport as it could "cause incon-
venience to the public and the
security forces". Yet, for those who
had followed the movement since
its inception, being present at the
airport to witness his return to
India felt like a natural extension
of their participation.

Among them was 48-year-old
Mussoorie hotel owner Daulat
Kunwar, who had flown to Delhi
solely to welcome the Boston
returnee and show support for the
outfit's campaign for institutional
reforms, especially in the light of
recurring paper leaks. Describing
himself as the quintessential
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"cockroach" referenced by the
movement - lazy, glued to social
media and comfortably detached
from public life - Kunwar said the
campaign had pushed him out of
that complacency. "It's the cock-
roaches like me who have woken
up and left the comforts of our
room. Now the whole country will
rise up with us," he said.

His son, Kunwar added, was
among thousands of students
already waiting at Jantar Mantar
to attend the gathering featuring
speakers like Sonam Wangchuk
and Saurav Das.

For younger supporters, the
airport turnout represented some-
thing else: a chance to challenge
assumptions about their genera-
tion, that they only exist as
Instagram followers, not visible
on the ground.

Arya Shri, an 18-year-old law
aspirant from Safdarjung Enclave,

stood behind cops with a book and
a flower, which was among CJP's
'guidelines' for the protest. "I
know our generation is known for
reels and not real-life action. But
I'm here to prove otherwise and
make sure students own this
movement from the very begin-
ning," she said.

For many, CJP marked the first
public mobilisation they had par-
ticipated in for years. Standing
outside the terminal since 6am

was former Indian Navy
Commander Rishi Raj Singh, 48.
He acknowledged that

Wangchuk's support was a major
reason for his presence, but said
the movement had also prompted
a degree of self-reflection. "I voted
for the first time last year. As a cit-
izen, I should have been more
responsible. Maybe to compen-
sate for that, I'm here to join this
movement," he said.



