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New Delhi, Agency: Former
Haryana Chief Minister and
Leader of Opposition Bhupinder
Singh Hooda stated that the BJP
government was continuously
burdening the public by repeated-
ly increasing gas prices.

"The hike of Rs 42 in com-
mercial LPG cylinder prices earli-
er, followed by the recent increase
of Rs 29 in domestic cylinder
prices, is like rubbing salt into the
wound. Domestic cylinder prices
have risen by Rs 89 in just three
months. Similarly, commercial
cylinder rates have increased by
more than Rs 1,500. There is also
rampant profiteering on diesel,
petrol, CNG and smaller cylin-
ders," he said.

Hooda remarked that the gov-
ernment continues to raise the
prices of petroleum products even
as crude oil prices in the interna-
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BJProbbing people through repeated LPG
price hikes: Haryana ex-CM Bhupinder Hooda

by the BJP," he said. Hooda said
rising fuel prices were leading to
an increase in the cost of all com-
modities.

"Everything from food items
to agricultural input costs is
becoming more expensive. In
April 2026, wholesale inflation
(WPI) reached 8.3 per cent, while
the government is celebrating a 7
per cent GDP growth rate.
However, if GDP growth is
adjusted for inflation, the econo-
my has effectively contracted
rather than expanded,” he
claimed.

"Today, the common public is

tional market are declining. He
added that compared to the
Congress regime, global crude oil
prices are nearly half of what they
were, yet consumers are being
charged significantly higher rates.

"Prices are high because the

BJP government is collecting
nearly twice the amount of tax
compared to the Congress era.
The VAT on fuel in the state,
which stood at 9 per cent during
the Congress government's tenure,
has been increased to 18 per cent

so distressed by inflation that they
are being forced to cut back on
daily expenses. The cost of a basic
meal has risen to such an extent
that people are even compromis-
ing on the quality and nutritional
value of their food," he added.

! *
I was denied hotel accom- ||
modation in Maharashtra |=———— —
o o 0 . e —
over 'Kashmiri identity', ———=

NTA releases city intimation
slip for aspirants

Test Undergraduate (NEET-UG) 2026, which
will be conducted on June 21.

Candidates who have registered for the
NEET-UG 2026 can now log in to official portal
to view and download the city intimation slip.
The document is aimed at helping students make
necessary travel and accommodation arrange-
ments well before the examination.

The NTA has clarified that the city intima-
tion slip is not the admit card and should not be
treated as permission to enter the examination
hall. The slip only informs candidates about the

Birsa Munda's descendants allege
neglect, apathy by govt authorities

New Delhi, Agency: Birsa Munda,
the celebrated tribal leader and freedom
fighter, spearheaded a major 19th-cen-
tury uprising against British colonial
rule. He mobilised indigenous commu-
nities to fight for their land rights, cul-
ture and self-determination, leaving
behind a lasting legacy in Indian histo-
ry.

The Narendra Modi government has
designated November 15, Birsa
Munda's birth anniversary, as 'Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas' to honour the contribu-
tions of India's tribal communities to the
freedom struggle and cultural heritage.

Miles away, in Jharkhand's Khunti
district, lives the tribal icon's great-
great-grandson Kanhu Munda. A post-
graduate working at the local sub-divi-
sional magistrate's office, he says few
care about how the family of the tribal
icon makes ends meet.

"Political leaders cutting across
party lines have capitalised on the name
of Birsa Munda without doing anything
concrete about his family. Our ancestors
fought for the freedom of this beautiful
land, but most of us are landless. Our
children do not go to good schools. We
do not have pucca houses," he told The
Tribune in an exclusive interaction.
Kanhu lost his elder brother Mangal
Munda in a car accident in 2024. "We
had to rush him to Ranchi because our
village did not have better medical facil-
ities. We lost him during treatment," he
said.

He said President Droupadi Murmu,
Prime Minister Modi and several central
and state leaders had visited his house in
Ulihatu village.

"For long, we have been requesting
both central and state dispensations for
better school and medical facilities in
the village. Even in this 21st century, we
are centuries behind the mainstream
society. At least, our next generation
should move forward with better educa-

-

universities, schools and colleges had
been named after Birsa Munda, but the
icon's own descendants remained out of
these institutions.

"The government should at least
give us some kind of royalty, or finan-
cial aid to our children to study. We are
the last surviving family belonging to
Bhagwan Birsa Munda, and expect little
more consideration from the authori-
ties," he said.

Prime Minister Modi inaugurated
the Bhagwan Birsa Munda Museum and
Memorial Park in Ranchi district in
2021. The Rs 35-crore project features a
25-foot statue and details the struggles
of several tribal leaders against British
rule.

The tribal icon's great-great-grand-
son, however, said the government
should instead work on creating sup-
porting infrastructure around the muse-
um, including hotels, food joints, better
roads and connectivity, to attract
tourists.

Diwan Sonakhan, a descendant of
Chhattisgarh's first tribal freedom fight-
er Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh, echoed
similar sentiments of neglect, apathy
and penury.

"Look at the present condition of
tribals in the country. They are losing
their lands, forests, customs and above
all self-respect. The government only

alleges BJP's J&K neta

Srinagar,Agency: BJP's media in-
charge in J&K, Sajid Yousuf Shah, has
alleged that he was denied accommoda-
tion at a hotel in Maharashtra's
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar on Saturday
because of his Kashmiri identity. "An
hour after I checked into a hotel in
Aurangabad, I was asked to leave due to
concerns linked to my Kashmiri identity.
The owner was courteous and candid. He
acknowledged that the decision was
unfair and hurtful but said he was follow-
ing instructions," Shah wrote on social
media on Saturday evening.

"For decades, countless Kashmiris
have worked to strengthen the bonds
between Jammu & Kashmir and the rest
of India. Most Indians have welcomed us
with warmth and respect. Yet incidents
like this show that stereotypes and appre-
hensions persist," he said.

"My faith in India and its people
remains unshaken. I hope we continue
moving toward a future where no citizen
is judged by their region, faith, or identi-
ty, but by their character and conduct.
That is the India we must strive for," Shah
said.

NCP(SP) national spokesperson
Anish Gawande described the incident as
"incredibly unfortunate."

"Maharashtra is built upon the ideals
of Shivaji, Shahu Maharaj, Mahatma
Phule and Dr BR Ambedkar. I am sorry
that you, as a guest in our state, were
treated this way," Gawande said, urging
the chief minister to intervene.

New Delhi, Agency: The National Testing
Agency (NTA) has released the city intimation

slip for the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance allotted.

Sanctoria: In an effort to encourage creativity and
strengthen environmental consciousness among young
students, the Environment Department of ECL organ-
ised a Drawing Competition for schoolchildren at
Sanctoria. The event witnessed enthusiastic participa-
tion from students across different age groups, who
showcased their artistic talents while conveying impor-
tant messages on environmental conservation. The com-
petition was conducted in three categories: Category |
(up to Class III), Category II (Class IV to VIII), and
Category III (Class IX to XII).

Students presented a variety of drawings high-
lighting themes such as nature conservation, pollution
control, afforestation, and sustainable living. The pro-
gramme was graced by Mrityunjay Kumar, General
Manager (Environment & Forest), whose presence
motivated the participants and added significance to
the event.

The artwork was evaluated by Sarvesh Kumar,
General Manager (E&M), who praised the students for
their creativity and thoughtful depiction of environ-
mental issues.

Addressing the gathering, Sarvesh Kumar urged
children and parents to adopt eco-friendly practices
and actively contribute towards protecting the environ-
ment. He emphasized that developing environmental

city in which their examination centre has been

ECL Drawing Contest Inspires Students on
Environmental Awareness
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responsibility at a young age is essential for building a
sustainable future.

Following the evaluation, winners in all three cate-
gories were awarded prizes and certificates.
Category I, Nadirah Arif secured first place, followed
by Kirtijit and Ahana Roy. In Category II, Supratim
Lai won the top prize, while Karunya and Supriyo Das
secured second and third positions respectively. In
Category III, Sriparna Nayak emerged as the winner,
followed by Ayushi Sen and Shresth Dev Singh Patel.

The successful event reaffirmed ECL's commit-
ment to promoting environmental awareness and
inspiring the younger generation to become responsi-
ble stewards of nature through creativity and educa-
tion.

tion, health and opportunities," he
argued. Kanhu said several stadiums,

remembers us during birth and death
anniversaries of tribal icons.

Lucknow: An encounter
between police and a criminal
took place last night in the
Ghazipur police station area of
Lucknow district in Uttar
Pradesh. The criminal was
injured by a police bullet. The
accused was immediately sent to
Balrampur Hospital for treat-
ment. The auto-rickshaw driver
and his companion, along with
an illegal pistol and live ammu-
nition, were recovered from the
accused's possession.

The Ghazipur police station
issued a press release stating
In that on June 6th, an auto-rick-
shaw driver and his companion
molested a woman in the
Ghazipur police station area.
When she resisted, the accused
assaulted her and attempted to
strangle her to death. When the
woman raised an alarm, the
accused reportedly threw her
onto the road near Sector 25 on
the Ring Road. Considering the
seriousness of the incident, a
case was immediately registered

Man accused of molesting woman
injured in police encounter

/

at the Ghazipur police station
under relevant sections. The
local police station and the
Lucknow East Zone crime team
were jointly deployed to inves-
tigate the incident.

Based on CCTV footage, tech-
nical evidence, and other clues,
the police team arrested Sumit
Kashyap, the accused involved
in the incident.

During interrogation, he
revealed the involvement of his
accomplice, Sunny, also known
as Shani Kashyap, in the inci-
dent, following which continu-
ous efforts were made to arrest
him.

BJP to kick off Punjab poll outreach with
Nitin Nabin, Union ministers' visits

New Delhi, Agency: The BJP is
set to roll out its Punjab election cam-
paign from this month, with several
high-profile visits by party leaders
lined up.

Top sources confirmed to The
Tribune that BJP president Nitin
Nabin will pay his maiden visit to
Punjab in June, tentatively around the
end of the month. He is expected to
visit Amritsar and begin the tour by
paying obeisance at the Golden
Temple and the Durgiana Mandir.
Ahead of Nabin's visit, the party is
lining up tours of two senior Union
ministers to Punjab.

The first to arrive will be Union
Urban Affairs and Housing Minister

Manohar Lal Khattar. "A June 13
visit is being finalised for ML
Khattar, who will come to Amritsar,"
sources said.

Union Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal is also expected to visit the
state within the next few days.
Following these ministerial visits, the
BJP plans to draft several other sen-
ior ministers for its Punjab election
outreach campaign. The plan follows
meetings held by BJP Punjab chief
Kewal Singh Dhillon with several
Union ministers, during which he
urged a proactive role by the Central
Government in addressing what he
termed as "Punjab's multiple chal-
lenges".

Aravali safeguard NCZ set to stay in
NCR Plan 2041 after years of debate

New Delhi, Agency: The NCR Reglonal
Plan 2041 will finally retain "Natural
Conservation Zone" (NCZ), a key safeguard for
the protection of the Aravali across the region,
as per the agenda circulated for the NCR
Planning Board's (NCRPB) meeting among
participating states, scheduled for June 16.

The move follows nearly five years of
deliberations, including repeated attempts by
Haryana to replace NCZ with "Natural Zone"
and to substitute references to the Aravali with
the more generic term "hills".

The agenda circulated last week states that
the "Conservation Zone (NCZ) of RP-2021 will
be retained in RP-2041". "All statutes, rules,
notifications and orders of MoEF&CC, other
central govt ministries/departments, and orders
of Supreme Court and high courts issued from
time to time, pertaining to NCZ, will have to be
strictly followed by the NCR constituents," it
stated.

When the Draft Regional Plan (RP),
released in Dec 2021, proposed replacing NCZ
with "Natural Zone", it triggered widespread
opposition. Majority of the 4,519 objections
and suggestions received were against the pro-
posed change.

Subsequently, PMO and a Group of
Ministers led by Union home minister Amit
Shah directed housing and urban affairs min-
istry to retain the NCZ provision, which exists
in RP-2021 and not reduce NCR's geographical
area, a development first reported by Media on
July 12, 2024. As per RP-2021, it is mandatory
for states to protect areas falling under NCZ,
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which include environmentally sensitive areas,
extension of Aravali ridge, forest areas, rivers
and tributaries, major lakes and water bodies in
NCR.

The norm puts severe restrictions on any
non-forest activities in these areas and construc-
tion of only up to 0.5% of the area in case of
regional recreational activities and that too with
prior permission of Centre.

While retaining this provision will almost
protect the Aravali and other eco-sensitive zones
in NCR, the agenda mentions that extent of nat-
ural features under NCZ, will be identified,
ascertained and delineated by NCR participating
states in accordance with the definition, using
ground truthing and revenue records. Experts
said this is an area of concern.

"Despite keeping the new draft RP-2041 on
hold for so many years, NCRPB has still not
undertaken a satellite-based ground truthing as
required by the National Green Tribunal in its
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2021 order. They have also not made an existing
land use map, an essential planning requirement
that would provide real-time satellite-based clar-
ity about extent of construction and NCZ area
loss," independent forest analyst and senior fel-
low at CEDAR Chetan Agarwal said. Instead,
NCRPB has "abdicated its responsibility and
allowed states to continue to do a so-called
'ground-truthing' of NCZ which states such as
Haryana have been doing since 2014 with no
finality in sight," he said.

The agenda proposes that NCZ may be pro-
moted and conserved with the help of innovative
non-financial instruments such as Special
Development Rights that may be made transfer-
able and saleable to incentivise private and pub-
lic land owners of such areas. It adds that
Transferable and Saleable Development Rights
for NCZ (NCZ-TDR) may be provided by
respective NCR states.



