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Sincere appreciation': Iran's Supreme Leader
Mojtaba thanks PM Modi for Eid greetings

New Delhi,
Agency: Iran's
Supreme Leader

Mojtaba Khamenei has
thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his
Eid al-Adha greetings
and expressed confi-
dence that relations
between India and Iran
will continue to deepen,
according to Iranian
sources quoted by news
agency ANI.

In his message to Prime
Minister Modi, Khamenei
conveyed his appreciation
for the greetings and
underlined the longstand-
ing ties between the two
countries.

"Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, I have
received Your Excellency's

message of congratulations
on the occasion of the
blessed Eid al-Adha. While
expressing my sincere
appreciation and extending
my reciprocal congratula-
tions, I am confident that
the historic friendship
between our two countries,
founded on mutual respect
and shared interests, will
continue to be further

strengthened and
expanded through the
efforts of our two gov-
ernments. I pray to
Almighty God for the
prosperity and contin-
ued success of the
Government and the
great people of India.”
The message comes
as India prepares to
send an official delega-
tion to the funeral cere-
monies of Iran's late
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei.
According to Iranian
sources cited by ANI, Bihar
Governor Lt Gen Syed Ata
Hasnain and Union
Minister of State for
External Affairs Pabitra
Margherita will represent
the Indian government at

the ceremonies.

Iran had also invited
Prime Minister Modi to
attend the state funeral and
burial ceremonies. The
week-long observances are
scheduled from July 4 to
July 9 across several
Iranian cities and are
expected to draw millions
of mourners along with for-
eign dignitaries.

Iranian authorities said
Khamenei's body will lie in
state at Tehran's Grand
Mosalla complex on July 4
and 5, allowing members of
the public to pay their
respects. A state funeral
procession will take place
on July 6, with public holi-
days declared across
Tehran province during the
official mourning period.

36 years on, Yasin Malik, 4
aides named in Kashmiri Pandit
nurse's kidnap- murder

Srinagar, Agency: J&K
Police's State Investigation
Agency (SIA) filed a 737-page
chargesheet Monday for the
1990 abduction, torture and
killing of 27-year-old
Kashmiri Pandit nurse Sarla
Bhat, naming the proscribed
JKLF's then chief commander
Mohammad Yasin Malik and
four associates as the main
conspirators in a crime whose
trail went cold until the probe
was reopened six months before
assembly elections in
2024.Three of Malik's co-
accused died before the case
could go to trial, with the probe
agency blaming the 36-year
delay on what it termed "an
atmosphere of fear and intimida-
tion created by terrorist organi-
sations in J&K".

The chargesheet, filed in the

18, 1990. She was among the few
Kashmiri Pandits who chose to
remain in the Valley despite ter-
rorists unleashing violence tar-
geting the community. The
chargesheet mentions how Sarla
was taken to the Illahibagh-Lal

Bazar area,
allegedly tortured repeatedly
before being shot dead. Her

mutilated, bullet-riddled body
was found the next day at Omer

where she was

special additional sessions

Dayalu Ammal hos-
pitalised in Chennai
after health setback

New Delhi, Agency: Dayalu
Ammal, the wife of the late for-
mer chief minister M
Karunanidhi, and mother of DMK
president M K Stalin, was admit-
ted to a private hospital in
Chennai on Tuesday following
health issues. The nonagenarian
has been suffering from age-relat-
ed health issues for the past few
years and had been under contin-
uous medical supervision at her
Gopalapuram residence.

Following a sudden deteriora-
tion in her health, she was rushed
to a private hospital. Hospital
sources stated that she was pro-
vided immediate medical atten-
tion and is currently under the
close observation of a specialised
team of doctors. Her condition is
reported to be stable, sources
added. Upon receiving the news,
Stalin, along with other family
members, immediately reached
the hospital. The DMK leader
held detailed discussions with
the team of senior doctors
regarding the treatment being
given to his mother. Leader of the
Opposition Udhayanidhi Stalin
and several other family mem-
bers also visited the hospital to
inquire about her health.

Track II India-Pakistan talks not
official, don't count: MEA:

judge's court in Srinagar that
hears cases filed by NIA and
those under TADA and the
Prevention of Terrorism Act,
states that Malik assigned

New Delhi, Agency: Foreign secretary
Vikram Misri dismissed reports in the past few
months about an India-Pakistan "track II" dia-
logue, saying India takes no cognisance of such
events that don't hold much value. Responding to
a media query in Seychelles, Misri said dozens of
these events take place around the world on a vari-
ety of subjects.

"There's nothing new, nothing special about

Khurshid Ahmad Chalkoo,
Abdul Hamid Sheikh,
Mohammad Yousuf Sofi, alias
Idrees, and Ghulam Mohammad
Taploo to carry out the abduction
and killing.

Sarla, a native of south
Kashmir's Anantnag district, was
a staff nurse in the neonatology
ward of Sher-i-Kashmir Institute

these events. As far as we are concerned, these are
private events organised by private parties," said

involvement, in these visits," Misri reiterated.

the foreign secretary. "I cannot speak for the govt of Pakistan, but as far as govt
of India is concerned, there is no official participation, no official support or

of Medical Sciences (SKIMS)
when Malik's outfit abducted her
from the govt-run college's
Habba Khatoon Hostel on April

Colony Malabagh in downtown
Srinagar along with a note accus-
ing her of being a "mukhbir" or
informer for the security forces.

The investigation established
that the "informer" accusation
was a "fabricated pretext to justi-
fy a premeditated assassination",
SIA said, describing the
chargesheet as "a tribute to the
memory of a victim who was
denied justice for decades, a reaf-
firmation of the rule of law and a
message of hope to countless vic-
tims of terrorism and their fami-
lies". While Malik is in judicial
custody in Delhi's Tihar Jail in
another terror case, Chalkoo,
who allegedly pulled the trigger,
is absconding.

New Delhi, Agency:
The Indian Coast Guard
(ICG) rescued six fishermen
from a sinking fishing vessel
off the Mangaluru coast on
Monday evening, following a
difficult overnight search and
rescue mission marked by
rough seas and deteriorating
visibility.

The fishermen were
aboard the Indian Fishing
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ed to the location without
delay and reached the strick-

Coast Guard rescues 6 fishermen in over-
night operation off Mangaluru coast

sea conditions to reach and A New. 1]{) fﬁhl’
pull the stranded men to sency: ollng
back yet another

safety. By 6 pm, all six fisher-
men had been recovered
unharmed. ICGS Sachet is
now headed to New
Mangalore, where the res-
cued crew will be brought
ashore and the remaining
procedural steps completed.

The Coast Guard
described the rescue as evi-

emergency measure
introduced to ensure
equitable distribu-
tion of fuel during
West Asia conflict,
govt Monday decid-
ed to lift restrictions
on sale of petrol and
diesel to commercial
users from retail

Petrol, diesel retail sale curbs
for commerc1al users .
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Boat (IFB) Manju Matha
when it ran into trouble
roughly 33 nautical miles off
the Suratkal coast. According
to an ICG statement, the
Coast Guard ship Sachet
picked up a VHF distress call
around 4 pm, with the crew
reporting flooding and hull
damage caused by heavy
seas. All six fishermen on
board were said to be in
immediate danger.

ICGS Sachet was redirect-

en boat within an hour and a
half, as reported by ANI. The
rescue itself unfolded in pun-
ishing conditions, with rough
water, strong winds, poor
visibility and fading daylight
all adding to the difficulty of
the operation and putting
heavy demands on the rescue
crew's skill and coordination.

Even so, the Sachet's crew
carried out the mission effi-
ciently, using remote-operat-
ed lifebuoys built for harsh

dence of its ongoing commit-
ment to protecting lives at
sea, noting that it reflects
how well-trained personnel
and modern equipment work
together during difficult
maritime emergencies. The
statement reiterated the
force's motto, "Vayam
Rakshamah" (We Protect),
and its continued role in
monitoring India's waters
and responding to vessels in
distress.

Indian-American Congressman Ro
Khanna says, 'US-India ties at lowest
pomt in 30 years under Trump'

New Delhi, Agency: The
US-India relationship is at its
lowest point in the last 30 years
due to US President Donald

Al "

Trump s "utterly destructive poli-
cies" Indian-American
Congressman Ro Khanna has
said. Addressing the US-India
Strategic Partnership Forum
Leadership Summit in
Washington, Khanna on Monday
claimed that during his recent
visit to China, India's ambassador
there had told him that a genera-
tion of trust was lost due to
Trump's policies.

"Now, you know I'm not one to
mince words. I sort of tell things
as they are. The US-India rela-
tionship has been at its lowest
point in the last 30 years,"
Khanna said.

"Trump's policies of getting
into a war with Iran have been
utterly destructive. It has been
utterly destructive to the prices of
gas in India. Talk to (External
Affairs Minister S) Jaishankar if
you don't believe me," the
California Democrat said.

"I was in China, and the Indian
Ambassador there told me that a
generation of trust has been lost
by President Trump. If we don't
speak the truth about the damage
this President has done...we are
not living in reality," Khanna, a
presumptive 2028 Presidential
hopeful, said. He slammed
Trump's policies of threatening
Iran and Cuba and conquering
Greenland. "Now you have an
America that has forgotten that
moral vision, that has a foreign
policy of might makes right,
threatening not just Iran, threat-
ening Cuba, threatening to con-
quer Greenland, and we were hav-
ing dinner as if everything is nor-
mal," Khanna said.

"Who cares about the partner-
ships of this and that when this
President is literally destroying
America's leadership in the entire
world," he said.

pumps from July 1
The temporary restrictions
on the sale and distribution
of petrol and diesel to com-
mercial users, such as trans-
port operators and industri-
al units, were imposed
under the Motor Spirit and
High Speed Diesel
(Temporary Regulation of
Supply through Retail
Outlets) Order, 2026, on
June 12.

The June 12 order was

issued days before US and
Iran reached an wunder-
standing that paved the way
for reopening of the Strait of

Hormuz. "...central govt, on
review of the prevailing sup-
ply situation of petroleum
products, is satisfied that it
is no longer necessary... to
continue with the direc-
tions... in the said order,"
the petroleum ministry said
in its order Monday.

India to push FATF to put Pakistan on terror list

New Delhi, Agency: India is
likely to cite video and other evi-
dence of Pakistan continuing its sup-
port to terror outfits, seeking to
bring back Islamabad under the
'Grey List' of Financial Action Task
Force at the Oct meeting of the Paris-
based antimoney laundering (AML)
financing
(CTF) watchdog. Pakistan was
removed from the 'Grey List' in Oct

and counter-terrorist

'You may face dif

2022 after it managed to satisfy
members of FATF about implemen-
tation of a 34- point action plan that
included initiating legislative and

|

operational
AML/CTF
enhanced monitoring of suspicious
transactions and politically exposed
persons. Countries, under the 'Grey
List', face increased FATF monitor-
ing and are subjected to periodic
review "to address strategic deficien-
cies in their regimes to counter
money laundering, terrorist financ-
ing, and proliferation financing".

reforms, including
mechanisms, on

ficulties with govt schemes if ...": DK

Shivakumar's warning as Karnataka SIR begins

New Delhi, Agency:
As the special intensive
revision of electoral rolls
began in Karnataka, chief
minister DK Shivakumar
urged voters to ensure that
their names are on the elec-
toral rolls, saying they could
otherwise be excluded from
government welfare
schemes. While addressing
a press conference, he
called on citizens to cooper-
ate with election officials by
providing the required
information and docu-
ments. "From tomorrow,
SIR will start. All India and
Karnataka's eyes are on

L ol

Karnataka...

I appeal to
everyone, please save your
vote, save your life. Right to

vote, right to live. The
Government of Karnataka
will support your vote. The
officers will give enumera-
tion forms. They will ask for
information, and everyone

should provide a new
photo," Shivakumar said.
"Your right to vote is
your right to life. If you lose
your voting rights, you may
face difficulties in accessing
government welfare
schemes in the future,
including Gruha Jyothi,
Gruha Lakshmi, pension
benefits and other state
government services. A
process to verify the details
of beneficiaries under vari-
ous schemes will begin
soon, although no scheme
will be discontinued imme-

diately," he added.
Shivakumar also said that
- .

help desks and booth-level
arrangements had been
made to facilitate the exer-
cise. He cautioned that vot-
ers who fail to submit the
enumeration form within
the stipulated period could
lose their voting rights.

He said,
"Representatives of various
parties will also help in pro-
viding the required infor-
mation," adding that "Form
6 is available for those who
have completed 18 years of
age. The information
sought by election officials
will also be sought from
new voters."



