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Jaishankar reviews India-Kuwait | US indictments underscore the
strategic ties during official visit

New Delhi, Agency:
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar paid an official
visit to Kuwait, where he
held high-level meetings
with the country's top lead-
ership to review the India-
Kuwait Strategic
Partnership and discuss key
regional and global devel-
opments, the Ministry of
External Affairs stated on

Thursday.
During the visit,
Jaishankar called on

meetings

with Defence

Kuwait's Crown Prince, His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah, and
Prime Minister His
Highness Sheikh Ahmad
Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah. The External Affairs
Minister also held separate

Minister Sheikh Abdullah
Ali Abdullah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah.
According to an MEA
official, the discussions
focused on reviewing the
progress of the India-

Kuwait Strategic
Partnership and exchang-
ing views on regional and
international issues of
mutual interest.

Jaishankar also interact-
ed with members of the
Indian community in
Kuwait and commended
their continued contribu-

tion to strengthening the
multifaceted relationship
between the two countries,
the statement added.

India and Kuwait share
longstanding ties rooted in
centuries of maritime trade
and people-to-people
exchanges. India was
among the first countries to
establish diplomatic rela-
tions with Kuwait after its
independence in 1961, and
the two nations celebrated
the 60th anniversary of
diplomatic ties in 2021-22.

Bilateral relations
received a major boost
when Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi visited
Kuwait in December 2024,
the first visit by an Indian
Prime Minister to the Gulf
nation in over four decades.

GER hits 30%, but pace
lags 2035 target

New Delhi, Agency: India's
higher education system is still
expanding, but the latest numbers
suggest it is not expanding fast
enough to make the National
Education Policy's 50% Gross
Enrolment Ratio (GER) target by
2035 look comfortably within
reach. The education ministry's All
India Survey on Higher Education
(AISHE) 2023-24 report, released
on Wednesday along with the
2022-23 report, shows total
enrollment rising from 4.33 crore
in 2021-22 t0 4.46 crore in 2022-
23 and 4.50 crore in 2023-24.
GER moved from 28.4% to 29.5%
and then to 30.0% over the same
period.

Enrolment grew by around 13
lakh between 2021-22 and 2022-
23, but only by about 3.7 lakh in
2023-24. GER improved by 1.1
percentage points in 2022-23, but
only 0.5 percentage point in 2023-
24. At the latest annual pace, India
would be nowhere near 50% by
2035; to reach that mark from the
current 30.0%, the system would
need to add roughly 1.8 percentage
points every year. The latest report
says AISHE "underscores India's
continued progress towards an
equitable, inclusive, and expand-
ing higher education system," but
also points to "areas requiring tar-
geted policy intervention to
improve quality, regional balance,
and institutional capacity."

Disinheriting loving wife makes will suspicious: SC

New Delhi, Agency: Courts will view a will
with suspicion if its maker, despite sharing a life-
long loving relationship with his wife, seeks to
disinherit her and bequeaths the property to dis-
tant relatives, Supreme Court has said.

Doubts over the genuineness of such a will,
allegedly penned by an illiterate agriculturist 18
years before his death, gave a widow from
Himachal Pradesh the right to retain ancestral property after a 33-year-long
legal battle. The woman and her heirs moved SC against a Himachal HC judg-
ment in 2016. A bench of Justices Manoj Misra and K V Viswanthan reserved
the verdict in March 2025. Writing the judgment, which was delivered Tuesday,
Justice Misra said it was incomprehensible that even though the woman took
care of her husband till his death in 1992, he would execute a will in 1974 giv-

heavy footprint of Punjab gangs

New Delhi, Agency:
Abandoning the traditional
underworld's strict code of secre-
cy, Lawrence Bishnoi openly
rewrote the rules of organised
crime, pioneering an audacious
digital branding strategy that
replaced anonymity with the
weaponised spectacle of perfor-
mative violence. His network
actively filmed hits and broad-
casted screenshots as online
"press releases" within minutes
of the trigger being pulled to cul-
tivate a global brand.Ultimately,
it is this social media bragging
that became their undoing, draw-
ing the attention and ire of inter-
national law enforcement and
culminating in a sweeping US
indictment.

This unprecedented retalia-
tion by the US law enforcement
agency once again put the spot-
light squarely on the vast network
of Punjab-based gangs that have
evolved into a high-profile
transnational network.

The US indictments under-
score the heavy footprint of
Punjab's criminal underworld,
prominently implicating figures
such as Jaggu Bhagwanpuria,
Sukhraj Kang, Goldy Brar, and
Ravinder Singh Dhanda along-
side Lawrence Bishnoi, who all
rode the wave of illegal immigra-
tion to enter the US and Canada.
Amid this dominant Punjab-cen-
tric network, Rohit Godara
stands out as the sole high-rank-
ing operative from Rajasthan.

The indictments say that Brar,
a childhood friend of defendant

Singh Kang operated from India,

while Godara directed the
European operations of the net-
work. The unsealed documents
also detail Bishnoi's infiltration
into the trucking business, which
has a large number of youths
from Punjab, alleging that it was
heavily used for transporting
drugs. It mentions how Bishnoi,
Kang and Brar coordinated with
fellow members to plan routes
and secure protection for long-
haul semi-trucks smuggling
cocaine and methamphetamine
across the US and to the
Canadian border.

It goes on to detail how the
quartet targeted prominent cul-
tural, political and business lead-
ers in India and diaspora com-
munities outside of India. "The
trio frequently claimed public
responsibility for these violent
acts, including through videos
and written messages publicly
posted online. The Bishnoi OCG
(organised crime group) used the
high-profile violence and its pub-
lic promotion to cultivate a wide-
spread climate of fear and to fuel
the notion that it was beyond the
reach of law enforcement,” the
documents say while citing the

ing away his land to his brother's children. The alleged will also made the false
claim that the man's relatives were living with him to take care of him.

Mahadev app founder Saurabh
Chandrakar held in Oman

New Delhi, Agency:
The founder and prime
accused in the Mahadev bet-
ting app syndicate, who has
been on the run, has been
detained in Oman, and India
is trying to get him extradited
or deported, officials said
Wednesday. Sourabh
Chandrakar, a Chhattisgarh
resident in his 30s, was
detained by Royal Oman
Police a few weeks ago based
on an Interpol Red Notice
issued by ED and state police.

ED had previously stated
that the Mahadev case
involves various high-ranking
politicians and bureaucrats
from Chhattisgarh and the
alleged proceeds of the crime
stand at Rs 6,000
crore.Investigators, who have
been on his trail as well as
app co-founder Ravi Uppal's,
said informal inputs suggest-

was
authorities had detained him
in 2024, but he was subse-
quently
claimed Uppal fled from
Dubai to Vanuatu, an archi-
pelagic country in South
Pacific Ocean.

ed Chandrakar was travelling
on a passport from a south-
east Asian country.

Indian agencies last stated
that Chandrakar's location

Dubai, where UAE

released. They

India and Oman share a

good bilateral relationship
and officials expressed confi-
dence that they would suc-

ceed in extraditing or deport-
ing Chandrakar. Authorities
pointed to the recent imple-
mentation of a free trade
agreement between the two
countries on June 1 to boost
economic ties. The two-way
trade between India and
Oman stood at $11.2 billion in
2025-26.

Chandrakar reportedly left
for Dubai in 2019. Before
that, he used to run a juice
shop named 'Juice Factory'
with his brother in Bhilai
town of Durg district.
Chandrakar and Uppal had
vehemently denied any asso-
ciation with the alleged rack-
et. In March, ED said it had
attached assets worth Rs
1,700 crore, majorly located
in Dubai - including in Burj
Khalifa - Dbelonging to
Chandrakar and his linked
entities.

Bishnoi,
American operations,

directed the North
Sukhraj

cases of Sidhu Moose Wala,
Salman Khan and others.

12 killed in 2 road accidents in
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka

New Delhi, Agency:
Twelve people were killed in
two road accidents in
Karnataka and Madhya
Pradesh on Thursday.

Seven people were killed
and two seriously injured as
a multi-utility vehicle collid-
ed head-on with a lorry in
Uttara Kannada district in
the early hours of Thursday,
police said. The accident
occurred around 1.30 am
near Balagara Cross in the
Arabail Ghat section on
NH-52 under the limits of
Yellapur Police Station, they
said. The injured were
shifted to a nearby hospital
before being referred to
KIMS Hospital in Hubballi,
they added. According to
police, the multi-utility
vehicle, carrying nine peo-
ple, including the driver,
was  proceeding from
Dharwad to Dharmasthala
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and Chikkamagaluru on a
leisure trip. Preliminary
information indicated that
the driver of the vehicle
worked as a part-time deliv-
ery executive with a food
delivery platform.

Police said the driver,
Sanjeev, allegedly drove the
vehicle in a rash and negli-
gent manner, veering to the
extreme right side of the
road before colliding with
an oncoming lorry from
Ankola. The impact left the
multi-utility vehicle man-
gled. Yellapur police visited
the spot, conducted an
inspection and shifted the
bodies for post-mortem.

No fruit in fruit candy, no cocoa UAVcrashes durlngtralmng sortle near Porbandal" no loss of life; Navy
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in chocolate: FSSAI cracks

down on misleading labels

New Delhi, Agency That
"100% Natural" cream bun may

contain preservatives. A
"Premium Chocolate" could be
made with hydrogenated veg-
etable fat instead of cocoa butter.
And a fruit-flavoured candy may
not contain any fruit at all.

In a major crackdown on mis-
leading food labels, the Food
Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) has issued show-
cause notices to Lotte India
Corporation Pvt Ltd, Ferns N
Petals Pvt Ltd and Kubera Foods,
alleging that several products car-
ried front-of-pack claims that
could mislead consumers about
their ingredients and nutritional
content. The companies have
been asked to explain within

seven days why action should not
be initiated against them under
the Food Safety and Standards
Act. ATIMS Delhi dietitian Monita
Gehlot said food labels are an
important source of information,
helping consumers make
informed dietary choices. "The
information presented on the
front of the pack should align with
the detailed information provided
on the back. Consumers should
read the ingredient list, nutrition
information, allergen declara-
tions and other mandatory disclo-
sures before making food choic-
es," she said.

Kubera Foods came under
scrutiny for marketing its "Soft
and Fresh Cream Bun Pineapple"
as "100% Natural" and claiming it
contained "No Preservatives,
Colours & Flavours", even though
the label declared preservatives,
synthetic colour and added
flavouring substances. FSSAI also
objected to the use of terms such
as "Pure", "Fresh" and "Natural".

Ferns N Petals was served a
notice over its "Roasted Almond
Chocolate", marketed as
"Premium Chocolate".

New Delhi,

cause of the crash,"

Agency:
uncrewed aerial vehicle (UAV)
Drishti-10 crashed near Porbandar
in Gujarat during a training sortie on
Wednesday afternoon, the Indian
Navy said. The Navy confirmed that
no injuries or loss of life were report-
ed in the incident. "An investigation
has been launched to determine the
it said.

Drishti-10 has a gross weight of

An

1,100 kg, a payload capacity of 450
kg, a wingspan of 15 meters, and a
length of 8.3 meters.
comes a year and a half after another

The incident

Drishti-1t0 UAV crashed off the
Porbandar coast in Jan 2025 during
pre-acceptance trials for the Indian
Army. Designed primarily for intelli-
gence, surveillance and reconnais-
sance (ISR) missions, the platform
combines long endurance, advanced
sensors and all-weather operational
capability, making it a key asset for
India's maritime and border security
operations.

Forces shoot dead 'category A' LeT

Srinagar, Agency:
Security forces in J&K shot
dead "category A" Lashkar-e-
Taiba terrorist Zakir Ganie
during a gunfight in Shopian
district's Chanapora
Wednesday, nearly 10
months after the last such
encounter in the region. The
joint operation by J&K
Police, the Army and CRPF
was launched Saturday
evening based on intelli-
gence about terrorists hiding
in the area, officials said. A
senior police officer said
Ganie, a resident of Kulgam
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district, joined Pakistan-
based LeT in Dec 2023 and
was involved in multiple ter-
ror attacks across J&K. "You
can run but you can't hide!
One Lashkar terrorist neu-
tralised by SOG Shopian in a
joint operation with the RR

and CRPF," J&K Police
wrote on its official X handle.
DGP Nalin Prabhat and
other senior officers visited
the site to take stock. Arms,
ammunition and other war-
like stores were found at the
site, the Army said. Security

terrorlst_ Zaklr anle in J&K

forces' last encounter with
terrorists in south Kashmir
took place on Sept 9 last
year, when two soldiers and
two LeT operatives, one of
them a Pakistani, died in a
shootout in the Gader forest
of Kulgam. The operation in
which Ganie was killed coin-
cided with the arrest of three
OGWs - short for over-
ground workers of terrorist
outfits - in south Kashmir's
Anantnag district based on
data generated through
police's facial recognition
system.



