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Hydrogen future of transportation industry': Nitin
(Gadkari says trials under way on 10 routes"

New Delhi, Agency:
Union minister Nitin
Gadkari on Thursday said
hydrogen will play a defin-
ing role in the future of
transportation, with the
government already con-
ducting pilot projects on 10
highway corridors to test
hydrogen-powered mobility
solutions.

The ongoing trials are
being carried out on the
Greater Noida-Delhi-Agra,
Bhubaneswar-Konark-Puri,
Ahmedabad-Vadodara-

Surat, Sahibabad-
Faridabad-Delhi, Pune-
Mumbai, Jamshedpur-
Kalinga Nagar,

Thiruvananthapuram-
Kochi, Kochi-Edappally,
Jamnagar-Ahmedabad and
NH-16  Visakhapatnam-

E25 only being
tested, no rollout
decision yet: Puri

New Delhi,
Petroleum minister

Agency:
Hardeep
Singh Puri on Thursday said E25
(petrol with 25% ethanol) is "only

Bayyavaram routes.
Addressing the Prawaas
5.0 and Bharat Prawaas

Awards event in
Gandhinagar, Gadkari said
the government's hydrogen
initiative was part of a
broader push towards
cleaner mobility.

"Our ministry is doing a
pilot project on ten routes
for hydrogen trials. I am
sure the future of the trans-
portation industry is hydro-
gen, and hydrogen is the

fuel of the future, and we are
working on that," Gadkari
was quoted as saying by
news agency PTI.

The minister said India's
automobile industry was
making significant progress
in developing alternative
fuel and biofuel technolo-
gies and expressed confi-
dence that the country
would emerge as a global
leader in both innovation
and cost competitiveness.

He also urged vehicle
manufacturers and trans-
port operators to focus on
improving passenger com-
fort by adopting advanced
technologies while ensuring
affordability. "The initia-
tives taken by the automo-
bile industry in developing
buses are very important,

and manufacturers and
transporters should think
about having good, comfort-
able transport from a tech-
nological point of view with
world-standard technology.
The duty of our manufactur-
ers is to give more comfort
with reasonable economic
value," he said. Highlighting
road safety as another major
priority, Gadkari said India
records nearly five lakh road
accidents every year, result-
ing in around 1.8 lakh
deaths. He noted that nearly
66 per cent of those killed
are between 18 and 36 years
of age, while road accidents
also account for an estimat-
ed 3 per cent loss to the
country's GDP. "It (acci-
dents) also causes 3 per cent
GDP loss.

Supreme Court

SC: Failure to report child sex abuse

invites Pocso action

New Delhi, Agency:
Thursday ruled that any person who has
knowledge that an offence under the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(Pocso) Act has been committed but fails to
report it to the police is liable for punishment
under the law, and allowed prosecution of the
headmistress of a school who did not inform
the police despite a student telling her that she had been raped.

Noting that the word "knowledge" has not been defined under the Pocso Act,
a bench of Justices Manoj Misra and K V Viswanathan said the words "has
knowledge that such an offence has been committed" cannot be limited to direct
knowledge of the commission of the offence, but would include awareness of its
commission based on direct information received from the victim.

being tested" and no decision has

been taken on its rollout, dismiss-
ing speculation over the issue.
"We have not even decided on it
and E25 is only being tested now,"
he said, adding that the timeline
for testing the fuel is not clear. Puri
has maintained that the govt

has

New Delhi, Agency: ED
filed a chargesheet

Punjab ex-min kingpin of fake iPhone
export scam: ED chargesheet

o a  Dubai-based
which is an

company
investor in

MHA unveils four-layer
'smart border' grid, cites
J&K, Northeast gains

New Delhi, Agency: The
Union home ministry on
Thursday said the Modi govern-
ment is building a strong four-
layer security grid by bringing
together border guarding forces,
state and district administra-
tions, other central government
agencies, and local people to
strengthen border security.

The ministry said the govern-
ment's vision of a "smart border"
will make India's border security
system one of the most modern
in the world in the coming years.

The Smart Border initiative
came as a part of the Modi gov-
ernment's broader strategy to
eliminate Naxalism and enforce
a "zero tolerance" policy against
terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir and across India.

Amit Shah-led ministry said a
secure border, a prosperous bor-
der region and an alert society
together are essential for the
country's security. He added
that India has been freed from
naxalism as well as terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir and the
Northeast, calling it a result of
the country's collective efforts.

The government aims to deal
a major blow to the narcotics
network and achieve victory
over the drug menace within the
next three years.

The MHA said the govern-
ment is creating a strong system
to make India completely free
from infiltration and ensure that
illegal infiltration does not take
place. "Earlier, problems used to
be permanent and solutions

National

temporary. Under the Modi gov-
ernment, we are striking at the
roots of the problems and mak-
ing the solutions permanent,”
the home ministry said.

According to Shah-led min-
istry, PM Modi-led government
has increased border infrastruc-
ture by 400 per cent and is
expanding it through a scientific
approach. Under the Vibrant
Villages Programme, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
described the country's last vil-
lage as its "first village". The ini-
tiative aims to prevent migra-
tion, create employment oppor-
tunities and ensure that govern-
ment welfare schemes reach
every eligible beneficiary.

The home ministry also said
Prime Minister Modi has
launched the Demography
Mission to study demographic
changes, identify abnormal fac-
tors behind population growth,
and recommend measures to
address them. Modi govern-
ment has attested to its commit-
ment of tackling of unnatural
demographic growth caused by
abnormal factors with a "ruth-
less approach”.

Farooq invites BJP, casts wide
net for J&K statehood protest

Srinagar, Agency:
Conference
(NC) president Farooq

would complete scientific studies
and consult all stakeholders before
taking any decision. Road trans-
port minister Nitin Gadkari told
Media that the petroleum ministry
will take a call on matters relating
to vehicle fuel. "Ethanol has a
lower calorific value and has a
minor impact on mileage. But that
also depends on road and traffic
conditions. I have always main-
tained that people should have a
choice of alternative fuels available
in different regions. For example,
if a region has availability of
methanol, which is cost-effective,
people can opt for it. People can go
for flex-fuel vehicles where higher
blends of ethanol are available," he
said. Speaking to a private TV
channel, Puri said Gadkari had
issued an invitation to anyone who
suffered engine damage due to
blended fuel to approach him.

against former Punjab cabi-
net minister and AAP neta
Sanjeev Arora, accusing him
of being the kingpin of a fake

iPhone export scam where |
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consignments were falsely
shown to have been sent to
Dubai using bogus purchase
bills and export documents
to launder Rs 103 crore.

Arora has been in judicial
custody since his arrest by
ED on May 9. His bail plea
has been rejected by a
Gurgaon court and an appeal
is pending before Punjab and
Haryana HC.

The prosecution com-
plaint, filed before a special
court in Gurgaon on July 6, is

export of iPhones. It consist-
ed of "export remittance" of
Rs 87 crore and Rs 16 crore
in IGST and duty drawback
refund.

The agency has alleged
that "sham export transac-
tions" were structured
through fictitious procure-
ment, related overseas buy-
ers and circular fund move-
ment. The total quantum of

learned to have details of
how around Rs 100 crore was
allegedly passed off as money
received from Dubai for

Once-a-week insulin shots arrive
1n Ind1a° but not for all; Doctors

New Delhi, Agency: Almost
104 years after daily insulin shots

were first introduced, Indian
patients with diabetes now have
access to a once-a-week alterna-
tive.Danish drugmaker Novo
Nordisk on Thursday introduced
Awiqli (insulin icodec), the coun-
try's first weekly basal insulin for
adults with Type 1 and Type 2 dia-
betes. India is among the dozen
countries where the product was
launched. For doctors, however,
the arrival of the drug is less about
replacing daily insulin than
expanding treatment options.
India has an estimated 101 million
people living with diabetes and
another 136 million with predia-
betes, making it one of the world's
largest diabetes populations. In
patients with diabetes, insulin -
the hormone that allows cells to
use glucose for energy - either isn't
produced at all or the body's cells

fail to use it properly. While every-
one with Type 1 diabetes requires
insulin, Type 2 diabetes patients
need it only when oral medicines
can no longer control their sugar
levels, either once or twice a day.

Awiqli reduces injections from
365 days a year to 52 days. Novo
Nordisk said it could help over-
come one of the biggest barriers to
insulin therapy in India - fear of
daily injections - which often
delays insulin initiation by seven
to nine years. The company said
clinical trials of more than 4,000
adults, including Indian partici-
pants, showed better HbA1c
reduction than daily basal insulin.

Delhi-based endocrinologist Dr
Anoop Misra said the biggest
advantage was fewer injections.
"There has been little innovation
in basal insulin for nearly two
decades. Fewer needle pricks may
encourage patients to start insulin
when they need it," he said.

Doctors cautioned, however,
that the weekly insulin is unlike-
ly to replace daily injections for
everyone. Endocrinologist Dr
Shashank Joshi of Lilavati
Hospital said patients would still
require regular blood sugar
monitoring.

alleged iPhone sales has been
estimated at over Rs 150
crore, of which over Rs 100
crore worth were exported to

Arora's realty firm, sources
said. ED has attached assets
linked to the AAP politician
and his realty firm, Hampton
Sky Realty Ltd, worth over
Rs 55 crore. This includes
bank accounts, fixed
deposits, land, commercial
premises and residential
apartments in Ludhiana,
Gurgaon and Chandigarh. An
account in ICICI Bank that
received over Rs 100 crore of
export proceeds has Arora as
its signatory, says the
chargesheet.

The agency has made
Arora accused No. 1 in its
chargesheet. The probe is
based on an FIR registered
against him and Hampton
Sky Realty Ltd by Udyog

Vihar police in Gurgaon on
April 18.

Abdullah reached across
political divides, inviting
BJP in J&K, Hurriyat
chairman Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq, Congress and
other INDIA bloc politi-
cians to join party's July
20 protest at New Delhi's
Jantar Mantar demand-
ing restoration of state-
hood to the Union territory.

NC spokesperson Tahir
Sayeed said Thursday invi-
tations have gone to 52
political parties and politi-
cians, including YSR
Congress Party chief YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy, BRS
chief K Chandrashekar Rao,
Shiromani Akali Dal's
Sukhbir Singh Badal, Shiv
Sena (UBT)'s Uddhav
Thackeray and AAP's
Arvind Kejriwal. In J&K,

invites have been sent to
BJP's Sat Sharma, Ghulam

Nabi Azad, Mehbooba
Mufti, Engineer Rashid,
Sajad Lone, Altaf Bukhari
and Mirwaiz. "We have
invited J&K BJP president
as this is our collective fight
for J&K. It is not about any
political party, it is about
the constitutional rights of
J&K," Sayeed said. The
protest coincides with
opening day of Parliament's
monsoon session.

CBI files first chargesheet in Reliance Home Finance Limited case

New Delhi, Agency: The CBI
on July 9 filed the first chargesheet
in the Reliance Home Finance
Limited (RHFL) case before a spe-
cial court in Mumbai, against four
accused. The accused are Reliance
Home Finance Limited (RHFL),
two former senior executives of the

company namely

Sudhalkar (Executive Director &
Krishanan
Gopalakrishnan Iyer (Chief Risk

CEO) and

Bhagwanprasad

public

Ravindra

Officer) and former senior executive
of Reliance Capital Ltd, Dhananjay

Credit & Risk Officer) for offences
of criminal conspiracy and cheating
with intent to cause huge losses to
sector
chargesheet is based on the investi-
gation conducted by the CBI, which
has revealed that funds borrowed
by Reliance Home Finance Limited
were diverted through intermediary

Tiwari (Chief

banks. The

and conduit entities to various
Reliance ADA Group companies, in
violation of the terms and condi-
tions governing such borrowings,
thereby causing wrongful loss to the
lending banks and corresponding
wrongful gain to the accused per-
sons and related entities.

The CBI had registered the case
on the basis of complaints received
from Union Bank of India and other
PSU banks of the consortium.

J&K orders screening of books with 'anti-
national' content, opposition slams move

Srinagar/ Jammu,
Agency: J&K govt and
University of Kashmir have
launched a comprehensive
review of books, directing
heads of departments and
school principals to remove
any material deemed "con-
troversial" or "anti-nation-
al".The move follows last
week's withdrawal and polit-
ical row over a book for govt
school libraries that
described the region as
"India-occupied Kashmir"
and "Indian-held Kashmir",
and referred to banned
JKLF founder Magbool Bhat
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as "Shaheed". The latest
order for a review has drawn
sharp reaction from
Srinagar MP Aga Ruhullah
Mehdi of the governing
National Conference (NC),
who called the decision
"deeply troubling."
"Libraries exist to preserve
knowledge, not curate politi-

cal narratives. Erasing books
does not erase history. It
only impoverishes scholar-
ship. Academic freedom and
the right to engage with his-
tory must never become
casualties of ideological con-
trol,"” Mehdi said. PDP legis-
lator Waheed Parra echoed
the criticism, describing the
review as "the process of
unhistory." On July 4, J&K
lieutenant governor Manoj
Sinha ordered withdrawal of
two books -- Personalities
and Legends of J&K by Hilal
Ahmad and Santosh Meena,
and Great Personalities of

Jammu and Kashmir by
Sushant Giri over "highly
inappropriate content".
Personalities and Legends of
J&K had the references to
"India-occupied Kashmir"
and Bhat, who was hanged
and buried in Tihar jail in
Feb 1984 after being con-
victed of killing a CID
inspector. Sinha, appointed
by the Centre, oversees law
and order in the Union terri-
tory of J&K. University of
Kashmir registrar Naseer
Igbal confirmed orders to
remove books with "anti-
national content".



