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'We'll CXPOSCE yOU' for trial | cancer patient dead her plea for
delay: SC to Maharashtra

New Delhi, Agency:
Putting a premium on the
liberty of arrested people,
Supreme Court Friday said
though it was endemic for
states to oppose bail pleas
tooth and nail, no corre-
sponding steps were taken
to expedite trials despite
the apex court's repeated
rulings that accused have a
fundamental right to a
speedy trial.

Days after imposing a
fine of Rs 50,000 on the
Amritsar SP after finding
Punjab was not taking steps
to produce an accused
before the trial court to
expedite the proceedings
but was opposing his bail
plea even though he had

been in custody for a long
period, a bench of Justices
Ahasanuddin Amanullah
and Sheel Nagu found
Maharashtra remiss on a
similar count. Disapproving
the negligent attitude that

dents the right to a speedy
trial, the bench said, "Every
day we get cases of this
nature from Maharashtra -
oppose bail tooth and nail
but not take steps to expe-
dite trial. When we examine

the case, the evidence is
weak. We will expose you
(the state) in public.”

The man in question has
been in jail for four years,
and only two of 34 witness-
es have been examined so
far, the bench said. The
accused, foreign national
Kelvin Chindozie Okoro,
was arrested in May 2022
for kidnapping and murder.
HC had rejected his bail
plea twice - in June 2024
and on March 17 this year.

Okoro said he had been
in custody for four years
and his case was listed
before the trial court on 86
dates, but he was not pro-
duced before the court on
53 occasions.
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Rajpal Yadav gets 3-

cancer survival

treatment.

Breast cancer survival rate up, but India
lags behind rlch natlons WHO

New Delhi, Agency: The breast
rate has steadlly
improved in India over the years, yet
only about two of three women diag-
nosed with the disease survive for at
least five years, according to World
Health Organization's first country-wise
survival estimates, underscoring the
need for earlier diagnosis and timely

month jail in cheque-
bounce cases

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi
HC Friday upheld the conviction
of actor Rajpal Yadav in multiple
cheque-bounce cases and sen-
tenced him to three months'
imprisonment. "Law is not a
script that can be rewritten at the
will of an actor, nor can legal posi-
tions be altered with every change
of strategy, whosoever the litigant
may be," Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma observed.

HC ordered Yadav to pay over
Rs 1 crore to the complainant in
each of the seven cases. The Rs 2
crore (approx.) already paid by
the actor shall be adjusted, HC
said, keeping the sentence in
abeyance for two months to allow
Yadav time to appeal. HC also
fined the actor's wife, Radha
Rajpal Yadav, around Rs 5.5 lakh
in each case, payable to the com-
plainant, and warned of a three-
month jail term if she fails to pay.

In a 108-page verdict, HC said
Yadav repeatedly failed to honour
his undertakings on making pay-
ment to the complainant, M/s
Murali Projects Pvt Ltd, and while
the court made "earnest efforts"
to facilitate an amicable resolu-
tion in the matter, the actor ulti-
mately categorically refused to
make any further payment.

India's estimated five-year breast
cancer survival rate for women diagnosed during 2017-2021 stands at 65.7%,
compared with a global median of 77.8%, according to the WHO estimates pub-

drug listed 57 times for hearing

New Delhi, Agency: A writ
petition for access to a life-saving
breast cancer medicine,
Ribociclib, filed before Kerala
high court in June 2022 has been
listed for final hearing 57 times
since Jan 21, 2023, without the
matter being heard.

The working group on access
to medicines has written to Chief
Justice of India, requesting him
to consider steps to expedite the
hearing to ensure justice for
those who need the medicine
urgently. The petitioner died in
the early stage of the case, after
which the HC decided to continue
it suo motu, given the larger pub-
lic interest.

'Petitioner death exposes
cost of judicial delays': The
working group comprises patient
advocates, patient groups, civil
society organisations, academics,
and lawyers.

Breast cancer is one of the
most common cancers among
women in India. The Global
Cancer Observatory report of
2022 said India reported more
than 1.9 lakh new cases and
98,300 deaths.

"Official data tabled in
Parliament by the ministry of
health and family welfare in early
Feb 2026 made an estimated
projection of 2.4 lakh. Among
these, patients with Luminal A
(HR+/HER2-) breast cancer, an
invasive subtype that can spread
to other parts of the body, require
targeted medicines, such as
Ribociclib and Abemaciclib, to
save their lives. These medicines

patients because these medicines
can be used to treat patients at an
early stage. However, these med-
icines are prohibitively expensive
as they are under patent protec-
tion (Ribociclib is over Rs 78,400
per month and Abemaciclib Rs
47,700 to 95,500 per month),"
the letter to the CJI said. The
petition sought a govt use licence
under Section 100 of Patent Act,
which could have enabled access
to Ribociclib at affordable prices.

"A govt use licence facilitates
production of the generic version
of the drug locally, and at an
affordable price. Often, the price
of the generic versions is 90%-
05% cheaper than that of the
originator. While the govt
acknowledged the medicine's
effectiveness, it refused to issue a
govt use licence, stating that
breast cancer did not constitute a
matter of national urgency," the
group explained in the letter. It
added that the govt has not pro-
vided a reasoned response
regarding access to life-saving
medicines and the enjoyment of
right to health. After deciding to
continue the case suo motu, the
court appointed an amicus curiae
and the various respondents,
including the Union of India,

lished in 'Nature Medicine'. Survival reaches 87.3% in high-income countries,

Parliamentary panel to review NEET

conduct on July 16 after re-test

New Delhi, Agency:
The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Health and
Family Welfare will meet on
July 16 to discuss the con-
duct of the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET) under the
National Medical
Commission (NMC) Act,
2019, weeks after the med-
ical entrance examination
was re-conducted following
the cancellation of the origi-
nal test over alleged paper
leak.

The panel, headed by
Rajya Sabha MP Ram Gopal
Yadav, will also examine the
organisational  structure,
mandate and functional pro-
ficiency of regulatory institu-
tions under the Union health
ministry. The original NEET-
UG examination, held on
May 3, was cancelled after

allegations of a paper leak
and was re-conducted on
June 21. The July 16meeting
is expected to review the
examination process and the
role of regulators under the

NMC Act. A day earlier, on
July 15, the panel will meet to
discuss the affordability and
accessibility of healthcare
facilities in the public and
private sectors.

are critical

30% deletions in Daman
& Diu SIR draft roll

New Delhi, Agency: In the
Union territory of Daman and Diu
and Dadra and Nagar Haveli,
29.7% of electors have been delet-
ed from the draft electoral roll
published on Friday, with officials
overseeing the SIR (special inten-
sive revision attributing the
unique trend to the UT's large
migrant workforce and heavily
industrialised economy.

The largest share of deletions -
22.5% of the electorate - com-
prised voters who were marked
absent or untraceable as they
were not found on their registered
addresses despite multiple visits
by BLOs. Another 4.6% had per-
manently shifted, 1.7% had died,
0.6% were registered at multiple
places, and 0.2% were deleted
under the "others" category.

Final voter roll on August 11

Of the UT's 4.28 lakh electors,
just over 3 lakh, or 70.3%, sub-
mitted enumeration forms on
June 4, when the SIR was
announced. The remaining were
removed from the draft roll.

"The latest survey by the
health department put the UT's
population at 6.8 lakh, of which
around 3 lakh were migrants," an
officer involved in SIR told
Media. While 29.7% is the highest
rate of deletion so far in any
state/UT at the draft roll stage, it
is not the final figure, as deleted
names can be added back during
the claims and objections period.
Also, fresh enrolments (through
Form 6) will also lead to some
additions. The final roll will be
published on August 11.

for HR+HER2-

filed detailed responses.

AIMIM, NCP women BMC
corporators disqualified over
invalid caste certlﬁcates

New Delhi, Agency:
Two women corporators of
the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC), one each from the
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) and
the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP), were disquali-
fied on Friday after separate
district verification commit-
tees declared their caste
validity certificates invalid.
The action, announced by
Mumbai mayor Ritu Tawde
during the civic body's gen-
eral meeting, takes the
number of corporators dis-
qualified on similar grounds
in the 227-member BMC
house to four within a
month.

The disqualified corpo-
rators are Roshan Shaikh of
AIMIM, elected from Ward

138, and Bushra Nadeem
Malik of the NCP, who rep-
resented Ward 170 in Kurla
East.

Both had been elected
from seats reserved for the
Other Backward Classes
(OBC) women category.
Mayor Tawde said separate
district caste certificate ver-
ification committees had,
following scrutiny, declared
the caste validity certificates
submitted by both corpora-
tors invalid.

FCI makes distilleries accountable for subsidised rice, warns of criminal cases

New Delhi,

Agency: Food
Corporation of India (FCI) has tight-
ened safeguards for the lifting and
use of subsidised rice supplied to dis-
tilleries under govt's ethanol blend-
ing programme, making distilleries
directly accountable for any diversion
or misuse of the released grain. In
case of misuse or diversion, FCI will
file criminal cases. The move is
aimed at preventing diversion of sub-

sidised foodgrain and strengthening
oversight of the ethanol supply chain.

In its revised "operational guide-
lines" circulated to all field officers,
FCI said before the rice is released,
the depot manager will obtain a writ-
ten undertaking from the authorised
representative of the distillery stating
that it will be solely responsible for
the proper utilisation of the sub-
sidised rice after it leaves FCI depots.

"In case any other use/ misuse of
the rice other than specifically indi-
cated in the instant release order, is
found on the part of the distillery, or
comes to the notice/ knowledge of
FCI through any source, at any stage,
during or after the execution of the
process/ transaction, FCI reserves
the right to take appropriate action
including criminal action against the
party/ agency," the guidelines said.

Cong demand for seat parlty highlights fault line with SP
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New Delhi, Agency:
The new Congress in-charge
for UP, Rajendra Pal
Gautam, kickstarted his
innings with a demand for
parity and respect from
Samajwadi Party for the
coming UP elections, accen-
tuating the fault line of "seat
distribution" that has dogged
the alliance in the past. It has
raised concerns in some
quarters that such debate is
distracting from serious
issues to corner the govern-
ing BJP. Congress's focus on
its organisational building
across the state - a shorthand
for larger seat share - defies
the urgency that SP has
sought to insert in the prepa-
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ration for the state elections
scheduled for Feb 2027.

Only days ago, SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav had litigated
the issue in the meeting of
INDIA bloc by making a
forceful plea that Congress
show a big heart toward
regional parties. It echoed
the unease among sections of
the UP alliance over the
delay in finalising the seat-
sharing arrangement.

In the meeting, sources

said, Akhilesh had asked
Congress to give primacy to
regional parties on their turfs
- which could be seen as a
plea to Congress to be "rea-
sonable". Apparently giving
the example of 2024 Lok
Sabha deal, he argued that
allocating 17 seats to
Congress against a lesser
planned tally hampered the
alliance's ability to secure
better results. A senior oppo-
sition member said the SP
chief even named specific
constituencies which the
alliance lost but could have
won. Interestingly, he is said
to have pleaded with
Congress that it should trust
the judgment of the regional

partles in states, per the sen-
ior INDIA bloc member. The
remarks appeared to press
for an early start and conclu-
sion of tie-up formalities to
kickstart the UP campaign,
as Akhilesh is said to have
noted that the challenge for
opposition has increased
after the defeat of like-mind-
ed parties in Bihar and
Bengal. What seems to worry
sections of UP allies is that
Congress' "easy approach" is
made worse by repeated
remarks from its functionar-
ies seeking a high share of
seats from SP - which has
triggered a constant to-and-
fro among local functionar-
ies of the two camps.



