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Pune building collapse exposes gross
failure of state govt, says Supriya Sule

Pune (Agency): Nationalist
Congress Party (SP) MP Supriya
Sule has said that the loss of life
in the building collapse incident
at the Moshi garbage depot in
Pune is "heart-wrenching" and
exposes "gross failure" of the
state government and the
administration. The incident
occurred at around 1:30 p.m. on
Wednesday when a massive
mound of garbage gave way and
crashed onto the administrative
building located inside the
Moshi garbage depot operated
by the  Pimpri-Chinchwad
Municipal Corporation. At the
time of the collapse, a total of 23
people were trapped.

Meanwhile, the death toll in
the Moshi garbage dump col-
lapse in  Pune's  Pimpri-
Chinchwad has increased to
eight after rescue teams recov-

ered the bodies of seven more
victims from the damaged
administrative building of the

Waste-to-Energy project on
Saturday, officials said on
Sunday.

"This incident is extremely
tragic and unfortunate. The loss
of lives in this event, which
exposes a gross failure at the gov-
ernmental and administrative
levels, is heart-wrenching," she
saidinaposton X.

She stated that this incident is
a clear example of governmental
and administrative negligence
and demanded strict action
against those responsible. "This
incident has brought to the fore-
front several issues, including
the lax solid waste management
in cities, and it is essential that
these be discussed in detail and
resolved accordingly," Sule said.

She also visited Sainath Hospital
on Saturday night to meet the
workers injured in the accident
and inquire about their condi-
tion. During the visit, the injured
workers recounted the harrow-

ing details of the incident.

The NCP (SP) MP also con-
sulted with the hospital's doctors
and officials, issuing instruc-
tions to ensure the injured
received prompt and high-quali-

Imphal (Agency): Fresh
tension gripped Manipur's
Imphal West district after
miscreants allegedly torched
several houses belonging to
members of the Meitei com-
munity in the Kanto Sabal
area, pushing the already
volatile region to the brink of
another major confrontation.
Two suspected accused were
arrested for their involvement
in arson and mob violence,
officials said on Saturday.
Manipur Chief Minister
Yumnam Khemchand Singh
strongly condemned the inci-
dent.

The Chief Minister's Office
in a post on its official X
account said: "Chief Minister
Yumnam Khemchand Singh
today condemned the arson
incident at Kanto Sabal village
in Imphal West district and
said that two accused individ-
uals, including Kammang
Lhouvum, Chief of Hengjang
Village and Chairman of
Leimakhong Area Protection
Committee, have been arrest-
ed for involvement in arson
and mob violence." Chief
Minister Singh said that the
state government has taken
swift action to control the
mob, is closely monitoring the
situation, and has deployed
state police and Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPF)
inthe areato contain it.

All security forces stationed
there have been instructed to
prevent recurrence of such
incidents in the future, the

Fresh tension grips Manipur as houses torched in

ty medical treatment. Sule
demanded an impartial and
thorough investigation into the
entire matter and called for strict
action against the guilty. She also
urged that appropriate compen-
sation be provided to the families
of the deceased and to the
injured workers.

"I request the government to
conduct a thorough investiga-
tion into this accident. Those
found guilty in this investigation
should face appropriate action at
the earliest. My heartfelt condo-
lences to the workers who lost
their lives in this incident. We all
share in the immense grief that
has befallen their families," she
added.

Supriya Sule emphasised that
formulating clear and effective
policies for solid waste manage-
ment and recycling in major

cities is the need of the hour. She
stated that strict systems --
incorporating scientific methods
and defined timelines -- must be
implemented for waste manage-
ment in every city to prevent
such tragic incidents from recur-
ring in the future.

She paid heartfelt tributes to
all the workers who lost their
lives in the accident and
expressed her condolences to the
bereaved families.

Meanwhile, one individual,
believed to be buried beneath the
garbage mound adjacent to the
collapsed building, remains
missing. Rescue personnel con-
tinue to carry out the search
operation on a war footing.
Officials said NDRF dog squads,
along with specialised search
equipment, are being used to
locate the missing person.

Over 31,000 cops, 240-plus observation
points among extensive security meas-

Chief Minister added. He also
said that the state government
is very concerned on the way
such an incident erupted after
a long period of peace in the
state and considers it an
attempt to derail the ongoing
peace efforts. This incident
underscores the presence of
certain elements who, driven
by vested interests, are active-
ly working against the peace
efforts, he added. A senior
police official said that follow-

ing the arson, a mob
of nearly 600 men

and women
attempted to
advance  towards

Kanto Sabal areas.
The security forces
intervened prompt-
ly and prevented the
mob from moving
forward, thereby
averting a potential
communal clash,
the official added.
He said that an
attempt by miscre-
ants to set fire to

more abandoned
houses was also
swiftly contained,

ensuring that there
was no loss of life. A
case has been regis-
tered in connection
J with the incident,
| and further investi-
gation is underway.
1 Security forces

remained on stand-
by in the area and
continued intensive
deployment to
maintain peace, law and
order. The arson triggered
panic across the locality, with
hundreds of people belonging
to the Meitei and Naga com-
munities converging near
Kanto Sabal in an attempt to
extinguish the blaze. A mas-
sive deployment of Central
security forces prevented the
gathering from advancing
towards the affected area,
while tear gas shells were fired

Imphal West, security averts major clash, two held

to disperse the crowd and pre-
vent the situation from spi-
ralling out of control. Local
residents alleged that the
security forces failed to pro-
tect the houses from the attack
by suspected Kuki miscreants,
claiming that the houses were
setablaze despite the presence
of security personnel.
According to local people, a
large number of individuals
from the adjoining mountain-
ous Kangpokpi  district
descended on parts of the
Kanto Sabal area in Imphal
West district and torched sev-
eral houses belonging to
members of the Meitei com-
munity.

The houses had remained
abandoned since ethnic vio-
lence erupted in Manipur in
May 2023. The locality is situ-
ated on the fringe of the
Imphal Valley, adjoining the
Kuki-majority Kangpokpi dis-
trict, making it a sensitive area
from the security perspective.
On noticing the houses
engulfed in flames, a large
number of people from nearby
localities rushed towards
Kanto Sabal in an attempt to
reach the affected area.
However, they were stopped
by the security forces, leading
to aconfrontation between the
locals and the security person-
nel. The situation remained
tense but under control, with
security personnel maintain-
ing a strong vigil in the area to
prevent any further escalation
ofviolence.

Vaigai dam level rises, easing drinking
water concernsin five TN districts

Madurai (Agency): The water
level in the Vaigai Dam, the primary
source of drinking water and irrigation
for five districts in southern Tamil
Nadu, has risen significantly over the
past few weeks, providing much-need-
ed relief after fears of an impending
water shortage triggered by a weak
southwest monsoon. Located near
Andipatti in Theni district, the 71-foot-
high Vaigai Dam supplies water to
Theni, Dindigul, Madurai, Sivaganga
and Ramanathapuram  districts.
However, the southwest monsoon,
which began in June, has remained
below expectations, resulting in poor
inflows into the reservoir and raising
concerns about water availability dur-
ingthe coming months. Lastmonth, the
water level in the dam had dropped
sharply to just 20 feet, prompting fears
of a severe drinking water crisis in the
five districts that depend heavily on the
reservoir. The declining storage also
casts uncertainty over irrigation
prospects for the current agricultural
season. The situation, however,
improved after the catchment areas of
the Mullaperiyar Dam received moder-
ate rainfalll. As inflows into
Mullaperiyar increased, authorities
released 300 cubic feet per second
(cusecs) of water into the Vaigai Dam,
gradually replenishing its storage
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desplte the continued weak monsoon
over much of the region. According to
the latest figures, the water level in the
Vaigai Dam has now risen to 34 feet,
marking a substantial recovery from
last month's low. Public Works
Department (PWD) officials said the
available storage is sufficient to ensure
uninterrupted drinking water supply to
all dependent regions for the next two
months. Officials said the rise in the
reservoir level has effectively removed
the immediate threat of drinking water
scarcity in the five districts.
Nevertheless, they cautioned that the
reservoir hasnotyetreached alevel that
would permit the routine release of
water for irrigation. Under normal cir-
cumstances, water is released from the
Vaigai Dam in June every year for the
first irrigation season in parts of
Madurai and Dindigul districts.

ures for Ahmedabad's Rath Yatra

Gandhinagar (Agency): More
than 31,000 police personnel will be
deployed for the 149th Rath Yatra of
Lord Jagannath in Ahmedabad on
July 16, with the procession to be
monitored through over 240 terrace
observation points, 65 drones and
more than 2,800 body-worn cameras
as part of what the city police
described as a "zero-risk" security
strategy. The security and civic
arrangements for the annual proces-
sion were reviewed by Gujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel at a high-
level meeting in Gandhinagar ahead
of the Ashadhi Bij festival, when the
traditional Rath Yatra will take place.

The Chief Minister also directed
the police to ensure the peaceful and
safe conduct of around 230 Rath
Yatras scheduled across Gujarat,
including six mini Rath Yatras in
Ahmedabad city, so that devotees can
participate without disruption and
that every possible precaution is
taken to prevent any untoward inci-
dent. During the meeting, Chief
Minister Patel instructed the
Ahmedabad Municipal Commis sion-
er Banchhanidhi Pani to make strict
arrangements to prevent people from
gathering around dilapidated build-
ings and structures located along the
Rath Yatra route for viewing the pro-
cession.

Ahmedabad Police Commissioner
Anupam Singh Gahlaut gave a pres-
entation on the preparations being
made for the event, saying that "the
city police are working with complete
alertness and preparedness to ensure
the procession passes off peacefully
under a 'zero-risk' approach with the
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deployment of more than 31,000
police personnel". According to the
presentation, Ahmedabad City Police
will oversee the procession through
more than 240 terrace observation
points, 65 drones and over 2,800
body-worn cameras.

The  Ahmedabad  Municipal
Corporation will also deploy 15 med-
ical officers, 100 health personnel, 31
fire vehicles and 237 fire service per-
sonnel during the event. The 16-km
Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath will
feature 101 trucks, 30 akhadas and 18
bhajan mandalis participating in the
procession.

As part of preparations to main-
tain peace and communal harmony,
Ahmedabad Police have organised 69
Peace Committee meetings, 79
Mohalla Committee meetings and
around 178 meetings with religious
leaders from different communities
before the procession. Police
Commissioner Gahlaut said: "Blood
donation camps, night cricket and
volleyball matches, Lok Dayra cultur-
al programmes and interaction ses-
sions with Gen Zhad also been organ-
ised to further strengthen communal
harmony." The review meeting was
attended by Chief Secretary M.K.
Das; Director General of Police
(DGP) G.S. Malik; and other senior
officials.

Bomb threat at Mumbai's Taj Hotel
declared hoax after security check

Mumbai (Agency): A
bomb threat targeting the
iconic Taj Hotel in Mumbai
triggered a security alarm, =
prompting police and secu- & f A
rity agencies to conduct a ok T
comprehensive search Sl
operation at the premises gl
before declaring that the -
threat was a hoax, said
police on Sunday. According to officials, the Taj
Hotel was placed on high alert after, at around
12:13 a.m., a man called the Navi Mumbai Police
Control Room and allegedly claimed, "Dawood has
planted a bomb at the Taj Hotel". The information
was immediately relayed to the Mumbai Police
Main Control Room. Following the alert, teams
from the Colaba Police, the Crime Branch, and the
Bomb Detection and Disposal Squad (BDDS)
rushed to the Taj Hotel and launched an extensive
security check. The hotel's main lobby, swimming
pool, banquet halls, restaurants, parking area,
outer premises, and other sensitive locations were
thoroughly searched. After an exhaustive inspec-
tion, police confirmed that no suspicious object or
explosive was found on the premises. The bomb
threat was found to be a hoax. Technical investiga-
tion revealed that the threatening call originated
from the Turbhe area of Navi Mumbai. Police have
launched a search to identify and arrest the caller
based on the mobile number used. Authorities are
working with the Turbhe Police to trace and appre-
hend the suspect. The iconic hotel in the city's
Colaba area was one of the primary targets in the
26/11 Mumbai terror and hundreds injured.
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Kashmir advocacy group to intensify fight against
drug addiction, women to lead awareness drive

Srinagar (Agency): The Kashmir
Women's Organisation (KWO) has
said the organisation will significantly
intensify its campaign against drug
addiction by placing women at the
forefront of awareness, prevention
and rehabilitation efforts under the
Nasha Mukt Bharat campaign.
Speaking to TANS on Saturday, KWO
Chairperson Darakhshan Hassan
Bhat, a PhD scholar, said that the
KWO will expand awareness pro-
grammes, strengthen family support
systems, facilitate counselling and
rehabilitation through experts, and
encourage women struggling with
substance abuse to seek treatment
without fear or social stigma. "The
Lieutenant Governor, during the
Gender Equity Fellowship event,
asked us what we were doing under the
Nasha Mukt Bharat campaign. We
have already organised awareness
drives and community outreach pro-
grammes, but now the time has come
to accelerate our efforts," she said.
Emphasising the wider social impact
of drug abuse, Bhat said women are
often the worst affected by addiction
either directly or as mothers, daugh-
ters, wives and sisters of those battling
substance abuse. She said empower-
ing women is crucial to building
stronger families and communities
capable of resisting the menace of
drugs. She added that women have the
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potential to become powerful agents
of social change and must play a lead-
ing role in the fight against addiction.
Referring to the government's 100
days Nasha Mukt Abhiyan initiative,
she said thousands of women had par-
ticipated, and KWO is now preparing a
comprehensive action plan to further
strengthen its contribution in the
coming months. Highlighting the
organisation's achievements, Bhat
said, "The KWO has directly engaged
more than 20,000 women and
reached over eight million people
through digital platforms. The cre-
ation of a strong network of women
leaders is one of the organisation's
biggest accomplishments." She said
that the KWO promotes women's
leadership through initiatives such as
the Gender Equity Fellowship, which
equips participants with skills in lead-
ership, communication, constitution-
al awareness, public policy, digital lit-
eracy and community engagement.



