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3 militants arrest-
ed in Manipur

New Delhi, Agency: Three
militants belonging to two banned
outfits were arrested from two dis-
tricts of Manipur for their alleged
involvement in extortion activities,
apolice statement said on Monday.

Another person with alleged
links with insurgents was also
nabbed and arms and ammunition
were seized from his possession.

An insurgent belonging to the
banned United Peoples' Party of
Kangleipak (UPPK) outfit was
apprehended in Porompat area in
Imphal East district on Saturday.
He has been identified as Salam
Bijanda Singh (37). A militant of
Kangleipak Communist Party
(Nongdrenkhomba) was arrested
from Wangkhei Ayangpalli in
Imphal East district on the same
day. Another cadre of KCP
(Nongdrenkhomba) was  also

nabbed the same day from Khurai
Nandeibam Leikai in Imphal East
district. He has been identified as
Md Motim (31).

Liquor gangs go to
warin'dry' Bihar, 3
deadin 4 days

Patna, Agency: A suspected
gang war among alleged liquor
smugglers in Samastipur district of
"dry" Bihar has left three of them
dead in thelast four days.

In the first incident on the night
of July 7, liquor smuggler Prabhat
Choudhary and his associate,
Sunny Kumar, were allegedly lured
into atrap and shot dead.

Police said Prabhat was facing 11
criminal cases, including the ones
for kidnapping, murder and liquor
smuggling. Chargesheets had been
filed in these cases. Based on the
statement of Prabhat's father, an
FIR has been lodged against
Akhilesh Rai and others. Police said
Akhilesh, who also has several
liquor smuggling cases registered
against him, is on the run and
efforts are on to trace him.

Samastipur SP Arvind Pratap
Singh said a financial row could
have led to the double murder.
"There is information about a mon-
etary dispute between Prabhat and
Akhilesh. Sunny had no criminal
record, but police suspect he was
also linked to liquor smuggling as
he lived with Prabhat," he said. In
the second incident, Ishant Kumar
alias Chhotu was allegedly kid-
napped and murdered on the night
of July 8. His body was later buried
in a field. Police recovered the body
from the field allegedly owned by
the accused, Nand Kumar Singh
alias Anandi Singh, after digging
nearly 10 feet with an earthmover.

3women killed as truck
rams into warkari pro-
cession 1n Pune
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New Delhi, Agency: Three
women were killed and seven other
persons injured after a truck
accompanying a 'waari' procession
hit warkaris (devotees of Lord
Vitthal) in Maharashtra's Pune dis-
trict on Monday, police said. The
accident occurred on the Saswad-
Jejuriroad.

A truck belonging to the Dindi
(group of pilgrims) of Rangnath
Mabharaj from Loha in Nanded dis-
trict struck a group of warkaris
from a Dindi of Kasbedigraj in
Sangli district around 500 metres
from the Belsar toll naka towards
Jejuri, Superintendent of Police
(Pune Rural) Sandip Singh Gill
said. "Three women died in the
accident, while seven others sus-
tained injuries. The injured per-
sons have been shifted to a hospital
in Jejuri for treatment," Gill said.

Hang those guilty of temple

New Delhi, Agency:
Launching a blistering attack on
those responsible for alleged theft
of donations at Ayodhya's Ram
Temple, AAP convener Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday urged all
devotees of Lord Ram to take a
vow not to rest until the "perpetra-
torsarehanged".

Addressing a gathering at
Rohini here, where he launched a
nationwide signature campaign
over the alleged theft of dona-
tions, Kejriwal said, "Ram devo-
tees must take a vow from today
that they will not rest until those
who committed the theft are
hanged." He maintained that the
campaign was not an AAP initia-
tive but a movement for all devo-
tees, irrespective of political affili-
ation. Kejriwal, accompanied by
his wife Sunita, signed the first
copy of aletter addressed to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, seeking
strict action against the guilty.
Thousands of devotees also
signed the letter, with the party
announcing that the campaign
would be taken to temples and
neighbourhoods across the coun-

try. Alleging large-scale irregular-
ities in the construction and func-
tioning of the temple, Kejriwal
claimed, "A dacoity has taken
place in the Ram Temple. Land
scams were carried out, land was
purchased at inflated prices, com-
missions were given during con-
struction and even the donations
offered by lakhs and crores of
devotees were stolen."”

He further alleged that despite
repeated demands for action,
those in power were shielding the
accused. "We believed that those

13 arrested in Bahraich for usingloan

scam to facilitate cyber fraud

New Delhi, Agency:
Thirteen members of a gang have
been arrested in Bahraich district
for allegedly taking control of
people's bank accounts and
banking instruments under the
pretence of helping them secure
loans, police said on Monday.

They allegedly used these
accounts to conduct transactions
involving money  obtained
through cyber fraud.
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Vishwajeet Srivastava said that
the police had registered four
cases of cybercrime in the district
over the past four days, leading to
the arrest of a total of 13 accused
in separate operations. All the
cyber criminals are residents of
various police station areas of
Bahraich. Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that the accused
would gain the trust of unsus-
pecting individuals by promising
to arrange loans. They would
then obtain personal items such

as ATM cards, SIM cards, cheque
books, and other banking details
linked to the victims' accounts,
the officer informed. He added
that these bank accounts and
banking instruments were sub-
sequently used to transfer, with-
draw, and conduct other suspi-
cious financial transactions
involving funds  generated
through cybercrime. According
to Srivastava, in two cases regis-
tered on July 12 by Upendra
Singh (resident of Dargah Sharif
area) and Sahabuddin (resident
of Motipur police station area),
the police, assisted by the cyber
cell, arrested eight accused on
that very day (Sunday).

theft: Arylnd Kejriwal

atthetopwould act. Butnowithas
become clear that they will do
nothing because people from their
own party, their own organisation
and affiliated organisations are
involved," Kejriwal alleged.

Referring to the alleged thefts
at the temple, Kejriwal claimed,
"Within 40 days, 70 incidents of
theft were captured on CCTV.
Then, eight months of CCTV
footage was deleted."”

Targeting PM Modi, Kejriwal
said, "The PM calls himself a Ram
bhakt. If his faith is genuine, he
should bring the truth before the
people. He should not protect the
guilty but ensure they are pun-
ished." Former Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia, who was
present at the event, said the cam-
paign sought justice for devotees
and urged the PM to ensure that
those found guilty were punished
rather than protected. Reacting to
Kejriwal's charges, the BJP called
him the "biggest hypocrite".

BJP IT department head Amit
Malviya alleged that "there is no
greater hypocrite in Indian poli-
tics today than Kejriwal".

Dhar's Saraswatiis Gayatri
Science ends 900-year mix-up

Bhopal, Agency:
Wrong goddess. Wrong
identity. Wrong for over
900 years. But a missing
veena and a digital deep
dive  supplied the
mantra as a silent stone
goddess spoke her true
name.

Astriking 12th-centu-

ry sculpture from Dhar in southwestern Madhya Pradesh,
long worshipped in scholarship as Saraswati, has now been
identified as goddess Gayatri,
um treasure into one of India's rarest known images of the
deity who personifies the Gayatri Mantra and Vedic wisdom.
Fresh digital documentation and high-resolution 3D map-
ping of the red sandstone sculpture at Bhopal's State Museum
helped archaeologists decode iconographic clues that had

escaped notice for centuries.

What emerged was more than a corrected museum label. It
restored a forgotten chapter of India's sacred art. "The image
matches classical descriptions of Gayatri in the Silpasastras,"
said archaeologist Ramesh Yadav, associated with the direc-
torate of archaeology, archives and museums. Archaeologist
Ramesh Yadav said, "The four-armed goddess sits in lali-
tasana, holding a rosary, lotus and the Vedas. A finely carved
hamsa (swan) beside her symbolises sacred wisdom, while
celestial garland bearers affirm her divinity. Together, these
attributes identify the deity as Gayatrirather than Saraswati.”

It was what the sculptor left out that became the clincher.
"From the Gupta period (320-
almost invariably shown with a veena,

archaeologist BK Lokhande.

transforming a familiar muse-

550 CE) onwards, Saraswati is
" said historian and

With connectivity gains, government
schools narrow digital d1v1de

New Delhi, Agency:
Government schools have made
the sharpest gains in internet
connectivity over three years,
increasing coverage from 46.2%
in 2023-24 to 63.1% in 2025-26
and narrowing their gap with
aided and private schools from
about 28 percentage points to
around 16. Their share of func-
tional smart classrooms also
rose from 21.2% to 32.2%,
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though it remains below aided
schools at 41% and private
unaided schools at 39.9%.

The latest UDISE+ report
shows 67.4% of schools had

at 99%, Gujarat at 96.8% and
Kerala at 92.6%. At the bottom,
Bengal
Arunachal Pradesh at 36%,

was followed by

internet facilities, up from 63.5%
in 2024-25 and 53.9% in 2023-
24, and that all schools in Goa
have internet coverage while
West Bengal lags at 19.7% in
2025-26.

Excluding UTs, Andhra
Pradesh followed Goa at 99.2%
coverage, ahead of Tamil Nadu

Meghalaya at 36.4%, Manipur at
38.8% and Tripura at 42.5%.
Goarose from 87.6% in 2023-
24 to full coverage and Andhra
Pradesh from 93.9% to 99.2%.
Among the bottom five,
Meghalaya gained nearly 12
points and Tripura over seven,
while Bengal edged up from

Lab availability fails to match
rise 1n school numbers

NewDelhi, Agency:
The number of secondary
schools with integrated
science laboratories rose
by about 10,000 in three
years, but coverage fell to
54.6% in 2025-26, from
57.1% a year earlier and
55.9% in 2023-24, as the
number of these schools
expanded faster. The lat-
est UDISE+ data shows
the gap is not confined to
govt schools - the situa-
tion was similar for govt-
aided and  private
schools.

The share of schools
with secondary sections
having integrated sci-
ence laboratories stood
at 54.6% in 2025-26,
down from the three-
year peak of 57.1% in
2024-25 and 55.9% in

In absolute
the number of
schools with such labora-
tories increased from 1.6
lakh in 2023-24 to 1.7

2023-24.
terms,

lakh in 2025-26.
However, the number of
schools offering second-
ary education rose faster
- from around 2.9 lakh to
3.1 lakh, pulling down
overall coverage.
Thereport stresses the
need for "adequate and

safe infrastructure...
computing devices,
internet, libraries, and
sports and recreational
resources". It also warns
that an imbalance in the
availability of schools at
different levels "may
pose the risk of large-
scale dropout of students
atthe higher classes" The
management-wise trend
isuneven.

Govt schools saw inte-

grated science lab cover-
age edge up from 50.2%
in 2023-24 to 51.1% in
2025-26. In contrast,
govt-aided schools
declined from 63.2% to
59.9%, while private
unaided schools fell from
60.7%1t057.5%.

State-level data shows
sharp contrasts. Bihar
remained among the lag-
gards, with only 26.9% of
secondary schools hav-
ing integrated science
labs in 2025-26, though
this improved from 23%
in 2023-24. Assam rose
sharply from 28.8% to
43.3%. Gujarat slipped
from 46.7% to 43.8%,
while Andhra Pradesh
fell from 61.9% to 48.7%
as secondary schooling
expanded.

Vietnam tragedy:

17.5% to 19.7%.

Management-
wise, internet access in govt-
aided schools rose from 73.3% to
79.7% and private unaided cov-
erage from 74.3% to 79.2%. A
similar gap persists in computer
availability. Overall, 69.9% of
schools had computers in 2025-
26-66.9% govt,76.6% aided and
80% private unaided schools.
For computers used for teaching,
the shares were lower at 59.4%,
73.7% and 74 %, respectively.

Day after death of

15Indians speedboat captaln held

Hanoi, Agency:
Vietnamese police arrested on
Sunday the captain of a speed-
boat that capsized near south-
ern Phu Quoc island, killing 15
Indian tourists, authorities
said. The incident occurred on
Saturday as the boat carrying
32 Indian tourists, three
Vietnamese crew members
and a tour guide overturned in
rough seas off May Rut Ngoai
islet, state media said. Sailors
and rescuers recovered 21 peo-
ple. Police in southern An
Giang province said they
arrested the 57-year-old cap-
tain of the boat for "violations
of laws" resulting in the cap-
size. Tuoi Tre reported that
"initial assessments by
Vietnamese authorities sug-
gest this was an unavoidable
incident caused by extreme
weather conditions" that shift-
ed rapidly.

State media quoted sailors
involved in the rescue effort as
saying there were high waves
but no rain at the time, and
several other tourist boats
were operating in the area.
One witness, Ha Van Loc, said
he spotted the overturned ves-
sel with about a dozen men
clinging to its hull. Several
people were drifting at sea and
not wearing life jackets, Loc
said, according to state outlet
VNExpress.

Worth more standing: India's forests are a $2.5-
trllhon asset we keep forgetting to count

New Delhi, Agency:
Picture a bank vault the
size of Madhya Pradesh.
Inside it sits not gold bul-
lion or govt bonds, but
clean water, breathable air,
pollination services, flood
barriers, carbon blocks,
and medicinal plants - a
portfolio of natural assets
worth roughly $2.5 trillion

everysingleyear.

Now imagine that this
vault does not appear on
any national balance sheet,
that its contents are rou-
tinely given away for free,

and that the state periodi-
cally sanctions its demoli-
tion to make room for
mines and motorways.

published

That, in essence, is what
India does with its forests.
Anew peer-reviewed study

Environmental

comprehensive

crete.

Sustainability Indicators
has - for the first time at a
national
scale - put hard numbers
on what India's forests are
actually worth. The find-
ings should disturb every
finance ministry official,
every forest officer, and
every citizen who has won-
dered why the govt keeps
approving the conversion
of green cover into con-
The study by M
Balasubramanian from the
In  Institute for Social and

and

valuation studies

dollar prices.
challenging given

level assessments.

Economic Change (Isec)
along with colleagues from
the Indian Council of
Forestry Research and
Charles Darwin University
in Australia, drew on 45
pub-
lished between 2000 and
2024. Every estimate was
standardised to 2023 US
This was
that
some studies valued a sin-
gle medicinal plant species
in one forest patch while
others attempted national-
"We

applied meta-regression
analysis, a technique bor-

rowed from  several
research that pools results
across heterogeneous

studies and uses statistical
controls to identify what is
really driving the variation
in reported values. The
covariates included GDP
per capita, population
density, forest cover, the
type of ecosystem service
beingvalued, and the valu-
ation method employed,"
Balasubramanian  told
TOL.



