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Bodies of 15 Indians killed
in Vietnam boat tragedy
arrivein Mumbai

New Delhi, Agency: A flight
carrying the bodies of 15 Indian
nationals who were killed in the
Vietnam boat tragedy landed at
Mumbai's  Chhatrapati  Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport on
Monday. The remains were flown
from Ho Chi Minh City on a Vietnam
Airlines flight, as cited by PTI. Of the
15 victims, 10 were from Tamil
Nadu, three from Andhra Pradesh
and two from Kerala.

"We are grateful for the many
messages of condolences and
prayers from our Vietnamese
friends. Your prayers, efforts and
presence gave us strength in this
extreme hour of grief," the Indian
Embassy said in a post on X. The
Indian mission also expressed grati-
tude to the Vietnamese authorities
for their assistance and support in
facilitating the repatriation process.
While 16 of the rescued Indian
tourists have returned to India, one
remains hospitalised in Phu Quoc,
Vietnam.

"The Indian national undergoing
treatmentat Phu Quocafterthetrag-
ic boat accident successfully under-
went a medical procedure yesterday
evening. He has been admitted in a
hospital in Ho Chi Minh City today.
His family members have also
arrived in Ho Chi Minh City," the
India Embassy in Hanoi said in a
poston Monday.

The survivor who remains hospi-
talised is in critical condition, as
cited by AP. The 49-year-old suf-
fered severe lung damage after near-
ly drowning, along with shock, mul-
tiple injuries and bleeding in the
brain, the report said. A speedboat
carrying 32 Indian tourists and four
Vietnamese crew members capsized
near Hon May Rut Ngoai, off Phu
Quoc Island, on Friday, killing 15
tourists. The remaining passengers
were rescued. The tourists were
reportedly returning from an island
excursion when the vessel over-
turned about 400 metres off Hon
May Rut Ngoai Island. The cause of
the accident is yet to be determined,
and Vietnamese authorities have
ordered an investigation into the
incident. According to Vietnamese
news portal VN Express
International, the speedboat opera-
tor was detained on Sunday. Phu
Quoc, Vietnam's largest island, is
one of the country's most popular
tourist destinations, known for its
white-sand beaches, coral reefs and
island-hopping tours.

Jammu and Kashmir: Court
remands § arrested publish-
ers inpolice custody

Jammu, Agency: A court in
Jammu remanded Monday three
arrested publishers to 10 days'
police custody in a case linked to
two books allegedly carrying sepa-
ratist and anti-national content
that were supplied to govt school
libraries in J&K.

Inderpaul of Jammu-based
Oberoi Book Service and Amardeep
Singh and Girish Arora of Noida-
based Dominant Publishers were
taken into custody Sunday. "They
were virtually produced before the
court, which granted police remand
for further investigation," an offi-
cial said. According to officials,
sub-committees were set up to
select books after library grants
were received under Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan. They shortlisted
463 titles, but scrutiny later flagged

two books - "Personalities and
Legends of J&K" and "Great
Personalities of Jammu and

Kashmir". By then, 100-plus copies
of each book had reached schools.

The books were withdrawn and
an inquiry was ordered, while eight
school education officials were sus-
pended and a contractual staffer
was dismissed. Govt blacklisted
Oberoi Book Service and Dominant
Publishers. Investigators are trying
to find out how the books reached
libraries despite red flags during
content scrutiny.
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New Delhi, Agency: India
on Monday officially launched its
campaign for election as a non-
permanent member of the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC)
for the 2028-29 term, with exter-
nal affairs minister S Jaishankar
highlighting the country's peace-
keeping record, development
partnerships and commitment to
arules-based global order.

Launching the candidature at
the UNheadquartersin New York,
Jaishankar said India's bid comes
at a time when the world is facing
rising conflicts, violence and
instability, making the role of the
United Nations and the Security
Council more important than
ever.

"It'sapleasuretojoin you today
afternoon to launch India's candi-
dature to serve as a non-perma-
nent member of the United
Nations Security Council for the
term 2028-29. We do so at a time
when the world is facing a pro-
found paradox," Jaishankar said.

"At the same time, we are wit-
nessing levels of conflict, violence
and instability that threaten even
those who may be very far away,"
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Indialaunches UNSC campaign for 2028-29
term, Jaishankar unveils 'SHANTI' vision
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he added. Outlining India's
approach to global governance,
Jaishankar introduced the coun-
try's SHANTI vision - Securing
Holistic Advancement through
Norms, Trustand Integrity - asthe
guiding principle for its UNSC
campaign. He said global peace,
progress and prosperity cannot be
achieved in isolation and require
respect for international norms
and greater trustamong nations.
"Recent developments have
only demonstrated that peace,
progress and prosperity cannot be
sustained in a fragmented man-
ner," Jaishankar said. "The world

must therefore focus on holistic
advancement... That journey can
only be undertaken effectively
when global order is valued and
rules are respected. This puts a
premium on norms, on trust and
integrity. That is the approach
that India offers: 'Securing
Holistic Advancement through
Norms, Trust and Integrity'. That
is SHANTI as an acronym," he
added.

Jaishankar said India's priori-
ties would include building a
secure and equitable world,
ensuring that the voice of the
Global South is heard, strength-
ening peacekeeping operations,
promoting responsible use of
technology and addressing chal-
lenges such as terrorism, climate
change and maritime security.

"India's focus will be on work-
ing for a secure, peaceful, and
equitable world - a world where
the voice of the Global South is
heard in equal measure,”
Jaishankar said. Making a case for
India's candidature, Jaishankar
pointed to the country's long-
standing contribution to UN
peacekeeping missions.

Strike triggers waste crisis in
Punjab CM's home d1str1ct

New Delhi, Agency:
Piles of waste scattered along
roads are spreading a pun-
gent, suffocating odour across
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann's home district of
Sangrur. The week-long strike
by splinter groups of munici-

pal sanitation workers has left the town's already-strained sani-
tation system in disarray, with garbage mounds piling up across

markets, colonies, main roads,

serious health hazard. As The Tribune team walked through var-
ious areas in Sangrur, residents alleged that the routine garbage
collection system had virtually collapsed. They complained that

waste had accumulated near

colonies, bus stands and roadside dumping points. "You can
yourself see maggot-infested dog carcasses in the open. On the
main Sangrurroad, thereis adead cowlying forthe pasttwo days
claimed AS Mann, alocal social worker
working on sanitation and de-addiction issues.

Residents in several areas of the district have started burning
plastic and mixed solid waste in the open, triggering concerns
over the already-polluted air quality. Doctors and environmen-
tal experts warned that burning plastic waste releases toxic
gases, which could lead to severe health complications. They
said prolonged exposure to such smoke could trigger asthma,
breathing difficulties, eye irritation, skin allergies and lung dis-
eases, particularly among children and the elderly. "We have
been raising the matter of segregation of wet and dry waste, but
the administration has failed to resolve it for over a decade. At
present, the entire city has been turned into a garbage dump,”

and no oneis bothered,"

said Brig Rajsher Singh Grewal
the matter with the authorities.

lanes and public places, posing a

markets, hospitals, residential
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Kharifacreagefalls16%, butethanol T.adakh to get autonomous hill

effectboosts sugarcane

New Delhi, Agency:
Overall acreage of kharif (sum-
mer-sown) crops in the country
fell 16% as of last Friday, with
most crops reporting a decrease
in sown area compared to the
same period in 2025. But farm-
ers' love for water-guzzling cash
crop sugarcane, in demand for
ethanol, is intact despite pres-
sure on water resources due to
weak monsoon.

Updated data, released by
agriculture ministry Monday,
showed acreage of sugarcane at
57.5 lakh hectares (LHa) as of
July 10 was higher not only than
acreage (56.7 LHa) of last year,
but also normal acreage (average
oflast five years) of 54.2 LHa.

Some other cash crops,
including jute and mesta, too
reported higher acreage so far
this year than the corresponding
period in 2025. Around 50% of
kharif sowing is completed by
mid-July. Sugarcane, of late, has

councils in all seven districts

New Delhi, Agency: Since
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been at the centre of a debate due
to controversy around use of
ethanol-petrol mix (E20) in
vehicles. Farmers' choice of the
crop, however, shows why they
may like govt's ethanol push to
continue, giving credence to the
argument that the move is not
only reducing India's import
bills but also helping farmers.

The acreage figures showed
the highest decline of more than
23% in sown area of pulses, fol-
lowed by coarse cereals (22%),
oilseeds (21%), cotton (15%),
and paddy (9%).
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environmentalist-activist Sonam
Wangchuk began his indefinite
fast here in solidarity with the
Cockroach Janta Party's (CJP)
campaign against alleged irregu-
larities in NEET, political devel-
opments have moved at a fast
pace in his own backyard,
Ladakh. The Ladakh administra-
tion on Monday announced its
decision to constitute
autonomous hill development
councils for each of its seven dis-
tricts, barely 10 days after it had,
along with the Centre, convinced
the Ladakh representatives to
finally sign the minutes of May 22
meeting with the home ministry,
in which Wangchuk was one of
thekeynegotiators.

On both the occasions - July 3,
when the minutes of May 22
meeting were finalised, and
Monday, when the councils for

every Ladakh district
announced - Wangchuk was here
in the Capital, fasting.
Announcing the move to set
up autonomous councils in the

were

newly-created  districts  of
Nubra, Changthang, Sham,
Zanskar and Drass, in addition
to Leh and Kargil that already
have these councils, Ladakh
chief secretary Ashish Kundra
told a press conference in Leh
that it is a "major step towards

democratic decentralisation and
grassroots governance".

\The seven councils will have
full powers set out in the LAHDC
Act. "The new districts shall get
the same authority that Leh has
held since 1995 and Kargil since
2003, notareduced version of it,"
he underlined. The councils will
have authority over land owner-
ship and land allotment within
the district. They will regulate
recruitment and promotions for
district cadre posts.

The councils - which will exist
alongside Panchayati Raj insti-
tutions - shall hold a dedicated
council fund and can levy taxes
and fees. Each new district will
have a revenue base of its own
and formulate development
plans. They will handle health,
education and tourism, along
with local infrastructure and
social welfare schemes.

One Indian crew memberkilled, 6 injured after NMCplansban on medical seathike
Iran strikes UAE tankers in Strait of Hormuz

New Delhi, Agency:
An Indian crew member
was killed and eight oth-
ers were injured after two
UAE-flagged tankers
were targeted by Iranian
cruise missiles in the
Strait of Hormuz, the
UAE ministry of defence
said early Tuesday.

The attack on the
tankers Mombasa and
Bahia took place in the
southern passage of the
Strait of Hormuz in
Omani territorial waters,
according to the UAE
defence ministry.

One crew member
aboard the Mombasa, an
Indian national, died in
the strike, while eight
others were injured,
including four who suf-
fered seriousinjuries.

The injured included
six Indian nationals and

two Ukrainian nationals,
the ministry said.

"The national tankers
(Mombasa) and (Bahia)
were targeted by two
Iranian cruise missiles in
the southern passage of
the Strait of Hormuz in
Omani territorial
waters," the UAE min-
istry of defence said in a
statement. The attack
also  triggered fires
onboard both vessels,
causing material damage.
The fires were later
brought under control,

the ministry said.

The UAE condemned
the incident as a "serious
violation and a clear
breach of international
law", warning that it
reserved the right to
respond and take neces-
sary measures to protect
its territory, people and
national interests.

"The state reserves its
full right to respond to
this escalation and to take
all necessary measures to
protect its territories,
people, and residents,"

the ministry said.

The UAE said it
remained on high alert
and urged the public to
rely only on official
sources for information.

The incident comes
amid escalating military
tensions in the Strait of
Hormuz, one of the
world's most strategically
important maritime
chokepoints.

Earlier, Iran's semi-
official Tasnim news
agency reported that sev-
eral "violating" vessels
had been targeted in the
Strait of Hormuz by
Iranian forces. Iranian
state broadcaster IRIB
also reported that the
navy had fired cruise mis-
siles at a "hostile vessel of
the American enemy",
citing an unnamed mili-
tary source.

ifbuildings not yet complete

New Delhi, Agency:
Medical colleges will no longer
be allowed to seek approval to
increase MBBS seats while
their hospitals or academic
buildings are still under con-
struction, under draft amend-
ments proposed by the
National Medical Commission
(NMC). The draft regulations
require institutions to have all
prescribed infrastructure and
statutory approvals before
applying. Temporary build-
ings and work-in-progress
projects will not be consid-
ered. NMC has also proposed
rejecting incomplete applica-
tions without allowing institu-
tions to rectify deficiencies.
Applications lacking manda-
tory documents specified by
the Medical Assessment and
Rating Board (MARB) will be
treated asinvalid.

Applicants must submit a
valid consent of affiliation

from a recognised university
and a solvency certificate
issued within 9o days before
the application deadline.

The draft also proposes a
mandatory corpus fund for
medical colleges, with the
amount fixed by MARB.
Institutions attempting to
influence MARB or NMC
could face suspension or rejec-
tion of applications for new
colleges, courses or seat
increases.

The amendments have been
published for public consulta-
tion, with stakeholders invited
to submit objections and sug-
gestions within 30 days.

Supreme Court quashes Guwahatl high court order on 27 'foreigners'

New Delhi, Agency:
Observing that the conse-
quence of a person being
declared a foreign national
is huge and may lead to
detention, deportation,
separation from family
and even possibly leave
them stateless, Supreme
Court Monday said deter-
mination of citizenship
must be carried out
through a "fair, lawful and
reasonable" process even
as it underscored that the
government has legiti-
mate and compelling
interest in ensuring per-
sons not legally entitled to
claim Indian citizenship
do not secure such status

by misusing the process.

A Dbench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta found fault with the

procedure adopted by
Foreigners Tribunals and
Guwahati high court in
declaring 27 people as for-
eign  nationals, and

quashed orders, many of
which were passed with-
out hearing those affected.
It directed the tribunals to
give them a fresh hearing
and decide the cases.

The bench said Section
9 of Foreigners Act places
the burden upon the per-
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sontoproveheorsheisnot
a foreigner but observed
that "the existence of a
statutory burden under
Section 9 cannot be read to
mean a tribunal is relieved
of its own obligation to
conduct a lawful adjudica-
tion". "Section 9 does not
authorise a mechanical
declaration," it said,
adding that it "does not
exclude the principles of
natural justice".
Theissueis not whether
a tribunal is powerless to
proceed ex parte in every
case. The narrower and
more important question
is whether an ex parte or
effectively ex parte pro-

ceeding can result in a
mechanical declaration of
foreigner status without a
tribunal satisfying itself
that the minimum
requirements of lawful
and fair adjudication have
been met, Supreme Court
said. It said as per statuto-
ry scheme, the person
seeking citizenship carries
the burden of proving that
he or she is not a foreigner
and a "tribunal must
ensure a fair procedure,
meaningful notice, con-
sideration of material, and
a reasoned opinion. These
features are not in con-
flict". "The statutory bur-
den placed upon the pro-

ceedee operates only after
the proceeding is lawfully
initiated and after the pro-
ceedee is placed in a posi-
tiontounderstand the case
against him or her. The
burden cannot be shifted
inavacuum.

A person cannot be
expected to provethe nega-
tive without being told,
with reasonable clarity, the
material basis on which he
or she is alleged to be a for-
eigner," it said. "The pro-
tection of equality before
law, equal protection of
laws, life and personal lib-
erty is, therefore, available
to every person within the
territory of India.



