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Kuki-Zo Council urges
Centretoensure
impartial probe into

Manipur violence

New Delhi, Agency: The
Kuki-Zo Council (KZC) on Monday
urged the Centre to ensure a fair,
impartial and time-bound investi-
gation into all incidents of violence
in Manipur, including the killing of
Kuki-Zo civilians and the burning
of villages belonging to the tribal
community in recent months.

The council also called for the
expediting of meaningful political
dialogue aimed at securing a just
and lasting solution that addresses
the aspirations of the Kuki-Zo peo-
ple. Addressing a press conference
here, the apex body representing
the Kuki-Zo tribes of Manipur
sought unhindered access to
healthcare services for all citizens
and demanded adequate protec-
tion for Kuki-Zo patients seeking
treatment in publicinstitutions.

The KZC also urged the authori-
tiestoreopen all blocked routes and
ensure the uninterrupted move-
ment of food, medicines, fuel and
other essential commodities to
Kuki-Zo-inhabited areas. A KZC
delegation, which met Intelligence
Bureau Director Mahesh Dixit ear-
lier in the day, also called for
enhanced security arrangements in
vulnerable areas to protect civilians
and Kuki-Zo villages and to prevent
further attacks.

The council alleged that Naga
groups had blocked key roads lead-
ing to Kuki-Zo areas following last
month's hostage crisis, in which six
Nagahostages were killed.

Due to the blockade, food sup-
plies and other essentials were not
reaching Kuki-Zo villages in
Kangpokpi district, which borders
Nagaland, KZC spokesperson
Ginza Vualzong said.

The continued disruption of
transport routes through Naga-
dominated areas, particularly in
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MOTIHARI : A major
boost to medical education
in north Bihar, the National
Medical Commission
(NMC) has approved 100
additional MBBS seats for
Virat Ramayan Institute
of Medical Sciences and
Hospital (VRIMS ), Chakia,
increasing its annual intake
from 50 to 150 students
from the 2026-27 academic
session.

The approval is
expected to significantly
expand opportunities for
NEET-qualified students,
particularly from Tirhut and
neighbouring districts, while
strengthening the region’s
capacity for medical
education and healthcare
services.

The
comes

increase in seats

amid growing
demand for medical colleges
in Bihar, where thousands
of aspirants compete each
year for a limited number

of government and private

Livingillegally in India since 2025, US

MBBS seats. Education
experts believe the
expansion will help ease the
pressure on students seeking
admission within the state.

Officials of the institute
said the additional
intake was cleared after
the the
infrastructure and faculty
requirements prescribed
by the National Medical
Commission. The institute
has developed modern
academic facilities, hospital
infrastructure and clinical
training resources over the
past few years.

The management said the
expansion would not only
create more opportunities

institution met

BNM@MISGELLANEQUS

NMG clears 100 additional MBBS seats for
Motihari medical college, tntal intake rises to 150

for

aspiring doctors but
also contribute to improving
healthcare delivery across
north Bihar through a larger
pool of trained medical
professionals.

Reacting to
development, Director
Alok  Sharma described
the NMC approval as both
an achievement and a
responsibility.

“Receiving approval
for 150 MBBS seats is a
matter of pride, but it also
increases our responsibility.
Our focus will remain on
delivering quality medical
education through modern
infrastructure, experienced
faculty and ethical values,

the

national held near Nepal border:

New Delhi, Agency: A US
national claiming to be a former
naval officer was arrested by the
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) after
he allegedly attempted to cross
through Uttar
Pradesh's Maharajganj district
without valid travel documents.

The man was later handed
over to the Uttar Pradesh Police.
investigations

into Nepal

Preliminary

The police

sonnel.

Brown and stated that he is from
California in the United States,"
ASP Siddhartha said.

said Brown
allegedly tried to flee after being
signalled to stop at the border
but was restrained by SSB per-
During interrogation,
Brown allegedly told investiga-
tors that he had travelled to
Thailand on a tourist visa, where

New
Former

Prime

in 2012.

Commissioner SY Quraishi has
revealed in a new book that late
Minister
Singh had quietly ticked off
Cabinet colleagues for casting
aspersions on the poll panel after
it censured Salman Khurshid for
model code of conduct violations

while
healthcare
society,” Sharma said.

He thanked the National
Medical Commission, the
Union government and
all stakeholders for their
support, adding that the
institute aims to emerge
as a centre of excellence
in medical education and

strengthening
services  for

healthcare in Bihar.

The
was welcomed by public
representatives,  members
of the medical fraternity,
academicians and social
organisations, who termed
the decision a milestone for
higher medical education in
the region.

announcement

Ravneet Bittu unnecessarily raising
issue of those already dead: Capt
Amarinder Singh on 'Satluj' row

New Delhi, Agency: Former Punjab Chief Minister and
senior BJP leader Capt Amarinder Singh has warned against
using the past to polarise people in the present, asserting that
there can be no escape from history.

'Speaking on the political

Amarinder, in an exclusive interview with The Tribune, said
Union Minister of State for Railways Ravneet Singh Bittu was
"unnecessarily raising the issue".
leader was reacting to posts on Bittu's social media feed about
'Satlyj,’ including video clips of deceased and clean-shaven

men, and persistent statements

film and should not be held responsible for it.

Instead of piecemeal efforts like the movie, the former
Chief Minister said, the entire gamut of incidents should be
brought out. "If 25,000 were killed, there were 1,800 police-
men who also died fighting these terrorists, as did thousands
of other innocent persons. The names of all those who com-
mitted excesses on both sides should come out," he said.

Asked what he thought about public screenings of the

movie across Punjab, he said he
the movie being pulled down.

"But let me tell you that the BJP or the Congress will not
gain from this. Only the Shiromani Akali Dal, Waris Punjab
De and the Akali Dal (Punar Surjit) can probably foresee
political gain. That is why these parties are encouraging
public screenings," he said. He pointed out that only after
the movie was pulled down had it aroused massive public
interest. "Had it remained on the platform, it would proba-
bly not have garnered such public interest," he said. Politics
The former Chief Minister also said there was "no point in
running away from history, but that didn't mean history
should end up polarising the present".

fallout of the film 'Satlyj’,

Politics The senior BJP

that the BJP did not ban the

didn't know who was behind

Delhi,
Chief
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Manmohan

in

'T'll commitsuicide': SY Quraishirecalls
Manmohan Singh's defence of EC

new scheme could be announced
after the election process was set

motion and the model code of

conduct kicked in...Eventually,
we
strongest action available under
the code. He was visibly upset,
and soon, voices in his party sug-
gested the commission had
become 'arrogant’ or 'arbitrary'.
Criticism never bothers me;

'‘censured' Khurshid, the

He went on to ask Quraishi to
"just pick up the phone and call if
ever there's something to say".

At the core of the matter,
Quraishi recalls in his book, was
the EC's 2012 censure of then
minister Salman Khurshid, who
made a promise during the UT
poll campaign that the Congress
government, if elected, would
raise the quota for Muslims in
government jobs from 4.5 per
cent to 9 per cent.

"The BJP promptly com-

innuendo that chips away at
institutional credibility does.
This loose talk was not accept-
able," writes Quraishi in the
Hachette India publication.
After the word reached
Manmohan Singh, the latter
phoned Quraishi. "The next day,
the RAX (Restricted Access
Exchange) phone rang.
Manmohan Singh came on the
line, his voice anxious - 'Quraishi
ji, can I see you urgently?' The

In"IndiaandI", set for July 24
release, Quraishi writes that
after he flagged the concerns
around ministers' inuendos to
Manmohan Singh through his
press adviser Harish Khare, the
Prime Minister said, "If that is
what you think, I will commit sui-
cide." This, the former CEC said,
left him shaken as the comments
were meant for UPA ministers
and not the PM himself.

Not just that, Manmohan

revealed that he had allegedly
entered India illegally from Sri
Lanka and had been residing in
Goa since November 2025.
GeographicReference His pro-
longed stay in India without
valid documentation has raised
questions about how he man-
aged to evade detection for sev-
eral months.

The individual was arrested
near Sonauli while attempting to
enter Nepal without authorisa-

helost his passport.

"He subsequently reached Sri
Lanka via a searoute and arrived
in India from there by sea on
November 2, 2025," the ASP
said. Since then, he had allegedly
beenliving in Goa.

"He was attempting to enter
Nepal when he was arrested
without any valid travel docu-
ments or proof of identity," the
officer added. Brown also told
the police that he had served in

Senapati district and Namdilong in
Imphal West district, has severely
affected the movement of essential
goods, the council said.

According to the KZC, families in
affected areas continue to struggle
to access basic necessities, medi-
cines and other critical supplies.
The prolonged disruption has
reportedly pushed petrol prices up
to Rs 250 per litre, while the cost of
an LPG cylinder has risen to as
much as Rs 5,000, placing a heavy

tone suggested he might come to

burden on households. . . L . - Singh said he would have "blast- . -

tion. Durlng questioning, he the US Na\{y and in the Foreign ed them (the ministers) had he p}amed Qf a model code viola- e, Isaid, 'Sir, you are the Prime
COVid Vaccines didn't identified himself as Jordan Serviceuntil 2024. known about the innuendos".’ tion, which stipulated that no Minister.
: [ ] [ ] [ ] [] [ ' °
increase heartattack | TMC accuses ED of bias, Election Commi-  SAD chiefSukhbir Badal's close aide

risk: ICMR study

New Delhi, Agency: A nation-
wide study by the Indian Council of
Medical Research-National
Institute of Epidemiology (ICMR-
NIE), conducted across 25 tertiary
hospitals, has found no link
between Covid-19 vaccination and
an increased risk of thrombotic
events, including heart attacks,
among young adults aged 18-45 in
India. A thrombotic event refers to
the formation of a blood clot inside
ablood vessel, obstructing the nor-
mal flow of blood. The study, titled
"Factors Associated with
Thrombotic Events Among Young
Adults in India, 2021-23: A Multi-
centric Hospital-Based Matched
Case-Control Study", found that
thrombosis was largely driven by
established medical and lifestyle
risk factors, including smoking,
pre-existing comorbidities, a fami-
ly history of clotting disorders and
prior severe Covid-19 infection.

By May 2023, 977 per cent of eligi-
ble individuals in India had
received at least one dose of a
Covid-19 vaccine, while 90 per cent
had received the first two doses.
The precautionary third dose was
initially administered to healthcare
and frontline workers, as well as
people aged over 60 years with
comorbidities, in January 2022. It
was subsequently extended to all
individuals aged above 60 years
and, from April 2022, to all adults
aged 18 years and above.

Highlighting the protective ben-
efits of vaccination, the study noted
that extensive evidence from India
and abroad has established that
Covid-19 vaccines significantly
reduce the risk of severe disease,
hospitalisation, death and long-
term  complications. The
researchers analysed 432 cases of
acute myocardial infarction and
767 cases of thrombotic events.
"Acute myocardial infarction was
associated with a prior history of
thrombotic events.

ssion of 'unconstitutional' conduct

New Delhi, Agency:
The Trinamool Congress
(TMC) on Monday
attacked the Election
Commission of India, the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) and the BJP-led
West Bengal
Government, alleging
institutional bias, misuse
of central agencies and a
worsening law and order
situation in the
state.Addressing the
mediahere, partyleaders
Mahua Moitra and
Sagarika Ghosh said
three major issues were
at the centre of their con-
cerns -the Election
Commission's "uncon-
stitutional conduct,” the
alleged use of the ED as a
political tool against
Opposition parties, and
attacks on TMC workers
amid a deteriorating

BUENR

security situation in the
state.

Moitra questioned the
Election Commission's
handling of a representa-
tion submitted by a
breakaway faction of the
TMC, alleging that the
commission acted
unusually quickly after
receiving the complaint.
She said the faction sub-
mitted its representation
on July 2 and the com-
mission responded with-
in a few hours, which she

described as unprece-
dented compared with
the usual pace of pro-
ceedings. She further
questioned how the fac-
tion was allowed to meet
the Election Commission
when, according to her,
properly authorised rep-
resentatives were nor-
mally required for such
interactions.

Moitra said the TMC
submitted its detailed
response along with sup-
porting documents on

July 6, both through
email and by personally
visiting the Election
Commission office in
New Delhi. She alleged
that while the party com-
plied with the deadline,
the opposing faction
failed to submit its reply
on time and was granted
an extension until July
10. She claimed that even
after the extended dead-
line passed, the Election
Commission had not
informed the TMC about
any response from the
rival faction or the status
of the proceedings.
Moitra alleged that the
process had created an
unequal situation, par-
ticularly if the party's
submitted documents
were shared with the
other side before its
response was filed.

Dalvir Singh Kala shot at by bike-borne
attackerin Punjab hospltahsed

New Delhi, Agency:
Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD)leader Dalvir Singh
Kala, a close aide of party
chief Sukhbir Singh
Badal, was shot at and
injured by an unidenti-

fied motorcycle-borne
assailant in Punjab's
Mansa district on

Monday evening, police said.
The incident took place in
Bareta town when Kala, a for-
mer Zila Parishad member,
was preparing to leave for
home from his shopin thelocal
grain market.

According to eyewitnesses,
an unidentified man riding a
motorcycle intercepted Kala
and opened fire before fleeing
the spot. "It appeared that a
single bullet was fired," local
resident Gurjant Singh said,
adding that the attacker
appeared to be in his 20s, as

cited by news agency PTI. Kala
suffered a bullet injury and
was rushed to a hospital for
treatment. His condition was
notimmediately disclosed.

Police have launched an
investigation into the attack
and are working to identify
and arrest the assailant.

Officials said CCTV footage
from the area is being exam-
ined as part of the probe, while
other forensic and eyewitness
evidenceisalsobeing collected
to establish the motive behind
the shooting.

Where are the Gandhi s1b11ngs" WhyWayanad landslide has put Rahul, Priyankain the line of BJPfire

New Delhi, Agency:
Where are the Gandhi sib-
lings? This is the question
the BJP is asking after
leader of the opposition in
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
and Wayanad MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
did not visit the con-
stituency following the
July 7 landslide that
claimed eightlives.

Priyanka is the sitting
MP, while Rahul was elect-
ed from Wayanad twice in
2019 and 2024. The BJP
has reminded the Gandhis
of Rahul's promise that
Wayanad would have "two
MPs", one official and one
unofficial, when he was

passing over the baton to
Priyanka. A week after the
tragedy, the BJP's charge
isthat Wayanad effectively
hasneither.
The
politicians' charge: The

'‘part-time

BJP has accused the
Gandhi siblings of being
"part-time  politicians"
and treating Wayanad as a
constituency of political
convenience.

BJP MP Sudhanshu

Trivedi cited Rahul's
defeat in the famlly bas-
tion of Amethi in 2019 to
argue that Wayanad had
provided him political
ground at a difficult
moment.

"When Rahul Gandhi
was unsuccessful in saving
his political ground on his
family seat, Wayanad pro-
vided him with political

ground," Trivedi said.
"When he left that seatand
gave it to his sister

Priyanka, Rahul Gandhi
said Wayanad would have
not one, but two MPs. And
today, both the so-called
MPs are absent from the
scene." BJP spokesperson

Tuhin Sinha sharpened
the attack, calhng Rahul
and Prlyanka "political
tourists". He alleged that
Rahul had used Wayanad
for his political survival
after losing Amethi and
abandoned it once he won
Rae Bareli. He also
claimed that Priyanka
could leave if a more con-
venient seat became avail-
able. Why Wayanad mat-
ters Wayanad has a special
connection with the
Gandhi siblings. Priyanka
Gandhi represents
Wayanad in the present
Lok Sabha while Rahul
Gandhi won from here
twice.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, Wayanad elect-
ed Rahul Gandhi for Lok
Sabha with an impressive
margin of over 12 lakh
votes. This victory was sig-
nificant and important for
Rahul's political career as
the people of Amethi, from
where the Gandhi scion
was winning since 2014,
had rejected him. Rahul
had lost the election to
BJP's Smriti Irani.
Wayanad victory ensured
Rahul's continued pres-
ence in Lok Sabha. In the
2024 Lok Sabha elections,
Rahul Gandhi again won
from Wayanad though
with areduced margin.



