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2022inmind Congress may
continue with Amarinder Raja
Warring as Punjab party chief

NEW DELHI, AGENCY :

Congress on
Wednesday
indicated it
was not in

favour of lead-
ership change
in the Punjab
unit, rebuffing |i
a section of
functionaries who have demand-
ed that Amarinder Raja Warring
be removed from the post of state
president.

AICC Punjab in charge
Bhupesh Baghel, responding to
queries about change, repeated
his earlier remark, "yeh gudde
gudiya ka khel nahin hai (this is
not a child's play)." He met
Congress general secretary K C
Venugopal who is said to have
conveyed to him the party brass'
stance on the Punjab issue. Party
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
Rahul Gandhi and Venugopal
held a discussion on poll-bound
states including Punjab Tuesday.

Congress is wary of going back
on the appointments it issued
recently, in which party named
former CM Charanjit Channi as
chairperson of the campaign
committee while reiterating that
Warring would continue as the
state chief - which triggered a
backlash from state functionaries
including Lok Sabha MPs Channi
and Sukhjinder Randhawa.

Now, all eyes are on the
Parliament session  starting
Monday. As Channi and

Randhawa will come to Lok
Sabha, Congress brass is likely to
meet them informally, without
inviting fresh attention.

With Punjab polls slated for
early 2027, the dissidence has put
Congress in a catch-22 situation.
While rescinding the AICC order
on Warring could encourage sim-
ilar arm-twisting in other states,
sticking to it threatens to leave a
big chunk of the state unit unhap-
py. Insiders said a please-all deci-
sion is not possible, but the party
can try to persuade the dissidents
with assurances.

The 2022 experience is haunt-
ing the party. The removal of
Amarinder Singh as chief minis-
ter, replaced by Channi, had
increased the dissidence. Then
Punjab state chief Navjot Singh
Sidhu and campaign chief Sunil
Jakhar targeted the party and
Channifrom inside, which tanked
the Congress's poll campaign.

Delhi high court judge,
later Manipur CJ had LPG
agency during tenure

NEW DELHI, AGENCY :
Judges, especially those in con-
stitutional courts, are bound by
oath and an unwritten code of
conduct which make it highly
unethical for them to have any
pecuniary, contractual, business
or trade links with the govern-
ment, private parties, PSUs or
companies.

However, this didn't deter
Justice (retd) Siddharth Mridul
from running an LPG distribu-
tion agency through his 16-year
tenure as a judge of Delhi high
court and Chief Justice of
Manipur HC.

Mridul, who started practice
as an advocate in Delhi HC in
1986, was appointed a judge in
the same court in March 2008.
He became Manipur HC Chief
Justice in October 2023.

The distributorship agree-
ment between BPCL and Mridul
for the company 'Kitchen Flame'
was renewed on Aug 25, 1995;
Aug 24, 2005; Aug 23, 2010; Aug
25, 2015; May 7, 2025; and on
Sep 29 last year (with validity up
to Aug 24, 2030). The last agree-
ment (TOI has a copy) displays
Mridul's photograph on a stamp
paper and is signed by him for
'Kitchen Flame'.

While constitutional court
judges, in keeping with trans-
parency norms, need to declare
their shareholdings in compa-
nies to avoid conflict of interest,
Justice Mridul, who retired as
Manipur HC CJ on Nov 21, 2024,
appears to have violated the code
of ethics by continuing with the
LPG distributorship allotted to
him in 1984 by Bharat
Petroleum.

Viral audios put East Champaran education department under scanner

Sagar Suraj

Motihari: Two purported
audio clips circulating on social
media have triggered fresh
allegations of corruption and
the existence of an alleged
middlemen network in the
East Champaran education
department,  with
claiming that money is
routinely demanded to facilitate
official work ranging from
departmental proceedings to
salary-related files.

Border News Mirror has
not independently verified the
authenticity of either audio
recording.

One of the recordings is
linked to Rekha Kumari, a
teacher of Shri Vishnu Prakash
High School, Madhuban,
against whom departmental
proceedings under ‘Prapatra-K’
have already been initiated
following  directions  from
the  Deputy  Development
Commissioner (DDC ).

The charges include
unauthorised absence,
indiscipline, alleged violation
of official instructions and
disruption of academic and

teachers

administrative functioning of
the school.

Departmental action has
also been initiated against the
school’s acting headmaster,
while another teacher has been
placed under suspension.

The controversy, however,
has now moved beyond
the  departmental  inquiry.
According to the viral audio,
a demand of 40,000 was
allegedly made in the name of
securing relief in the disciplinary
proceedings. The conversation
purportedly suggests that an
attempt was being made to
negotiate the amount through
an intermediary.

If established as genuine,
the recording could point to
a larger pattern of alleged
corruption rather than an
isolated incident.

Teachers allege unofficial
‘rate’  for  departmental
work: Several teachers alleged
that unofficial payments are

routinely ~ sought  through
middlemen for clearing arrears,
salary dues, service book

corrections, transfer-related
work, departmental inquiries,

show-cause proceedings and

other administrative matters.

They claimed that teachers
unwilling to pay are often
made to visit offices repeatedly
and face prolonged delays on
procedural grounds.

Some also alleged that
middlemen operate in the
names of Block Education
Officers (BEOs) and District
Programme Officers (DPOs ).

Second audio raises fresh
questions: Another purported
audio recording features a
teacher identified as Rajeev
Kumar, who is alleged to have
been working on deputation at
the district education office for

T l', '|_":|;,.|'| ",]1\_\]"1!_\|'|.1I.1'-\,1||1'.I' I'I:"I' | ) |

a prolonged period.

In the recording, he is
purportedly heard speaking
of his familiarity with senior
officials and allegedly remarks
that “had the data been
uploaded, all of us would
have earned money.” The
authenticity of the recording
remains unverified, and there
is no official confirmation
regarding its contents.

Past controversies
resurface: The viral recordings
have also revived discussions
over previous allegations of
delays in teachers’ payments
and alleged harassment within

Viral audios alleging bribery in East

Champaran education department

spark corruption questions; teachers

allege middlemen culture, officials

yet to verify recordings

the department.

Recently, the death of
a teacher’'s husband inside
the district education office

premises had drawn attention
to prolonged delays in release
of pending dues.

Earlier, a teacher from
Adapur had also died while
reportedly pursuing payment-
related issues. In that case, an
FIR had been registered against
the then establishment DPO
Sahab Alam on allegations
including demand for illegal
gratification and  culpable
homicide not amounting to
murder. The matter remains
part of the legal process.

DM refrains from
commenting on viral audios:
District Magistrate  Saurabh
Suman Yadav did not offer
any comment on either of the

two viral audio recordings

when contacted regarding the
allegations. His comment was
asked on his official whatapp.
Earlier, the district
administration had directed
the education department to
ensure time-bound disposal
of teachers’ payment-related
applications and maintain a
logbook for monitoring the
progress of pending cases to
improve accountability and
transparency.
Demand for
probe
The

independent

circulation of the
purported  recordings  has
generated widespread
debate on social media, with
users demanding  forensic
examination of the audios and
an independent inquiry into
allegations of corruption and
the alleged role of middlemen
in the education department.

FDAraids Siya Goyal s father s shop  BJPyrng PM MOdl v1s1ts tostatesinto swachh drives

seizesfood products worth overRs 8 lakh

NEW DELHI, AGENCY :
The Maharashtra Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) has
raided a Pune shop owned by the
family of Siya Goyal, one of the
accused in the murder of realtor
Ketan Agarwal, and seized food
products worth more than Rs 8
lakh over alleged violations of
food safety norms.The inspec-
tion was carried out at M/s BG
Goyal & Company, owned by
Siya Goyal's
father, in Pune's Market Yard on
July 14. Officials said 4,172 kg of
food products valued at Rs
8,14,630 were seized after the

Pravin Goyal,

establishment was allegedly The seized stock comprised 598 ~Public campaign. CMs,
found operating a storeroom kg of one brand of turmeric Ministers, lawmakers,
without a licence, violating powder, 1,258 kg of another CIVIC workers and resi-
labelling norms and stocking brand, 538 kg of sesame seeds dents  are being
products suspected to be sub- and 1,778 kg of soya mini mobilised to sweep
standard or unsafe. chunks. roads, clear markets

The FDA clarified that the
action was based on alleged vio-
lations under the Food Safety
and Standards Act and has not

AGENCY :

its to
increasingly

ised
drives
'Swachhata

licence details.

stated that the raid was linked
to the ongoing murder investi-
gation involving Siya Goyal.
During the inspection, offi-
cials collected four samples for
laboratory analysis. The sam-
plesincluded 'Sant' and 'Sadhu'
brand turmeric powder, sesame
seeds and soya mini chunks.

According to the FDA, the
firm had also failed to make the
necessary corrections to

other public

its

NEW DELHI,

Narendra Modi's vis-
states
being
preceded by organ-
cleanliness
under

Swagat' banner, giv-
ing new vigour to a
campaign he has long
championed. Across

ing the familiar pre-
VVIP spruce-up into a

and clean ghats and

before Modi arrives -
giving the political wel-

PM

are

the
Se

ered visibility during
Modi's June visits to
Odisha and WB.
Odisha organised
cleanliness activities
under the slogan before
his June 20 pro-
gramme. Kolkata fol-
lowed with a six-day
operation across all 144
municipal wards and

BJP-governed states, imprint.Thelatestroll-
administrations and out is in Haryana,
party units are convert- where CM Nayab Saini

has launched

spaces

come a'Swachh Bharat'

the PM's arrival.

citizen
and green mobility.

The campaign also
dovetails with the pur-
pose of Modi's visit. He
a is scheduled to flag off
statewide drive ahead
of Modi's July 17 visit to
Jind. Saini began the
exercise in Panchkula
by sweeping a market
and planting a sapling.
Ministers, MPs, MLAs
and local representa-
tives have been asked
to lead similar drives
across districts until

launch  development
projects, allowing the
state to link the wel-
come with cleanliness,
participation

The template gath-

16 boroughs, involving
residents and civic per-
sonnel. CM Suvendu
Adhikari and other
public representatives
also joined the exercise

India's first hydrogen- atpublicspaces.

powered passenger Videos of a passen-
train on the Jind- ger train running
Sonipat route and between Madurai and

Rameswaram recently
went viral after a trav-
eller showed its coach,
washrooms and floor
remaining remarkably
clean even after a 170
km journey.

Harsiddhi land mutation row reaches DM; probe sought over ‘fake parcha’ claim

Sagar Suraj

Motihari : A land
mutation dispute in East
Champaran’s  Harsiddhi
circle has the
district magistrate, with
a raiyat alleging that his
ancestral land was mutated
in another person’s name
on the basis of a “fake
parcha” despite an earlier
official report declaring
the document invalid.
Choubey,
a resident of Ujjain
Lohiyar Gaighat village,
has submitted a petition
to District Magistrate
Saurabh Suman Yadav
seeking a high-level and
impartial  inquiry into
the alleged irregularities.
He has also sought
departmental and legal
action against those found

reached

Tribhuvan

responsible.

According to the
petition, the disputed
land under Thana No.

133, Khata No. 163 and
Plot No. 2394 was legally
registered in 1967 and has
remained in his family's

name for decades, with
jamabandi and land
revenue receipts being

issued regularly.

Choubey alleged that
the land was later mutated
in favour of another
person on the basis of a
forged parcha, in violation
of revenue rules.

The petitioner claimed
that the then circle
officer, in a report dated
November 30, 2024, had
declared the disputed
parcha invalid. Despite
this, a fresh mutation
was allegedly approved

py | .|

in 2025 using the same
document, raising serious
questions over the
decision-making process.

Choubey has further
alleged that revenue
records were manipulated
by preparing backdated
entries in the year of

1971 and making fresh

entries in Jamabandi
No. 15 of Register-II,
which he claimed had

remained vacant earlier
like many other vacant
Jamabandi 89 register
2 . He also questioned
the authenticity of the

Harsiddhi land dispute: Raiyat moves DM
alleging mutation on basis of ‘fake parcha’;
seeks independent probe into land records

amin’s report, possession
verification and other
revenue records connected
with the case.

Speaking to reporters,
Choubey alleged that
the illegal mutation was
carried out after payment
of a huge amount as
bribe. The allegation has
not been independently
verified, and no official
confirmation has been
regarding the
bribery claim.

He has demanded that
the inquiry be conducted
by a senior district-level
officer or a committee
headed by the Additional

made

Collector (Revenue ),
outside the jurisdiction
of Harsiddhi Circle.
The petition also seeks
scrutiny of all relevant

records, including the
mutation order, parcha,
Register-11, khatiyan,

cadastral maps and other
revenue documents.

District Magistrate
(DM) Saurabh Suman
Yadav said appropriate
action would be taken
after verifying all the
allegations.

No response
the Harsiddhi Circle
Office was immediately
available.

from

'Jam-packed'with cockroaches Kunal Kamra Chandrashekhar Azadjoin CJP protest on day2;

NEW DELHI,
AGENCY : The
Cockroach Janata
Party's (CJP) protest

seeking Union educa-
tion minister
Dharmendra Pradhan's
resignation over alleged
irregularities in the
NEET examination
drew fresh support on
Wednesday, with come-
dian Kunal Kamra and
Bhim Army chief
Chandrashekhar Azad
joining demonstrators
at Delhi's Jantar
Mantar.

Kamra attended the
protest wearing a T-

shirt featuring
Mahatma Gandhi, while
Azad met education

reformer and climate
activist Sonam
Wangchuk, who has now
been on an indefinite

hunger strike for 18
days. The CJP-led agita-
tion itself has continued

for 25 days.
Welcoming  Azad's
participation, CJP

founder Abhijit Dipke

L ol

said, "A big thank you to
Bhim Army Chief sir for
joining CJP's protest
today and extending his
support to our move-
ment. Your presence has
lifted the spirits of the
students who have been
protesting for the past
25 days."

CJP has called for a
mass hunger strike on
Thursday. "Tomorrow,
July 16th, join us for 1-
day mass hunger strike
in solidarity with Sonam
Wangchuk and the stu-
dents of this country," it
said.

Tharoor extends sup-

port

Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor also expressed
support for the stu-
dents' agitation, pub-
lishing an open letter
addressed to the pro-
testers at Jantar Mantar
in which he described
himself as "deeply trou-
bled" by the challenges
facing young Indians.

Recalling his own
middle-class upbring-
ing, Tharoor said his
education had depend-
ed on a fair and merit-
based examination sys-
tem.

"This is personal for

me. I was born to a mid-
dle-class family... For a
family like ours, merit
was not a slogan.
Scholarships, fair exam-
inations, honest results
-these were the only way
one salary could carry
three children's
dreams," he wrote.
Film personalities

appeal to Wangchuk

As Wangchuk's fast
entered its third week,
several members of the
film fraternity appealed
to him to end the hunger
strike, saying his health
was vital for the move-
ment.




