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Srinagar court grants NOC for pass-
port to Farooq, sets condltlons

AGENCY:

Srinagar court
Thursday issued a r
no-objection certifi- its
cate (NOC) for issu-

ing a passport to former J&K chief min-
ister Farooq Abdullah, observing that
mere pendency of criminal proceedings
does not automatically bar a person
from obtaining the travel document.
CBI had objected to Farooq's applica-
tion seeking the court's NOC for pass-
port, stating that charges have been
framed against him in the Jammu
Kashmir Cricket Association case and
"there is a strong apprehension that he
may settle abroad and flee the clutches
of law". The court of additional sessions
judge, however, ordered that the NOC
be issued to the Srinagar passport offi-
cer with the direction to consider the
issuance of the passport for a period of
one year, subject to the condition that
the petitioner is not involved in any
offence other than the JKCA case. The
court further said Farooq shall seek
prior permission from the Srinagar
chief judicial magistrate's court for trav-
elling outside J&K or abroad. Farooq
had stated in his application that the
regional passport office asked him to
furnish an acquittal order in the JKCA
case or an NOC from the court following
an adverse police report against him.
The NC president argued that since the
trial in the case was stayed on April 25,
he is not in a position to secure acquittal
order and should be granted an NOC.

NEET-UG results declared: 2
score 715/720, 19 €ross 700

NEW DELHI, AGENCY: NEET-UG
2026 saw a sharp rise in top scores after
the paper-leak controversy and nation-
wide retest, with Punjab's Aryan Gupta
topping the exam with a 715 score.
Haryana's Panshul Bansal who also
scored 715 out of 720 is the second top-
per based on a tie-breaker rule. Their
score was 29 marks higher than the 686
secured by the 2025 topper, when an
unusually tough paper ensured that not a
single candidate crossed 700.

The results also threw up a strong
first-attempt and gender story. More
than 93% of the 138 candidates scoring
above 690 were appearing for NEET for
the first time, while 99% were aged 17 to
19. Women accounted for over 58% of
the 11.2 lakh candidates who qualified
and recorded a higher success rate - 57%
of women who appeared cleared the test,
compared with 55% of men.

The National Testing Agency declared
the results Thursday night after close to
20 lakh candidates took the June 21 re-
examination at 5,440 centres in 551
Indian cities and 14 cities abroad. The
original examination, held on May 3, was
cancelled on May 12 following allega-
tions that the question paper had been
compromised. The CBI is investigating
the leak.

The rise in top scores was striking.
Nineteen candidates scored above 700.
A total of 1,492 candidates secured 650
or more, 10,160 crossed 600 and 90,780
scored at least 500. The 138 candidates
scoring above 690 came from 66 cities.

The number of qualifiers declined
from 12.36 lakh in 2025 to 11.2 lakh this
year, but the number appearing also fell
from 22 lakh to close to 20 lakh. The
overall qualification rate, therefore,
remained broadly stable at around 56%,
despite the cancellation and re-test.
Uttar Pradesh again produced the largest
pool of successful candidates, with more
than 1.7 lakh qualifying, while
Lakshadweep had 43. The top 17 candi-
dates this year, all scoring above 705,
came from eight states - Punjab,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Bihar, Tamil Nadu and
Telangana. Seventeen state toppers
scored 700 or more and 26 crossed 690.
State and UT toppers included Ladakh's
Jigmet Yangchan Lamo with 530,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands' Dhruv
Tripathi with 606 and Lakshadweep's
Fahmida Anees with 573. Every north-
eastern state was also represented in the

state-topper list.
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Long-term exposure to air pollution
could lead to dementia, warns WHO

:

NEW DELHI,
AGENCY: WHO has
issued new global guide-
lines saying up to 45% of
dementia cases could be
prevented or delayed by
tackling risk factors such
as high blood pressure,
diabetes, smoking, physi-
cal inactivity and, for the
first time, air pollution,
while advising against the

ments for dementia pre-
vention in people without
a diagnosed deficiency.
The updated recom-
mendations, the first
major revision since
2019, reflect growing sci-
entific evidence that
lifestyle choices, manage-
ment of chronic diseases
and environmental expo-
sures can significantly

A

tion marks a key addition
to WHO's dementia pre-
vention guidance, reflect-
ing mounting evidence

cognitive decline. Dem
entia is a progressive
brain disorder that imp
airs memory, thinking
and the ability to perform
everyday activities. Alzh
eimer's disease accounts
for an estimated 60-70%
of all dementia cases.
Although there is no cure,
WHO says a substantial
proportion of the risk can

better management of
chronic diseases.

The recommendations
are particularly relevant
for India, where the bur-
den of dementia is
expected to rise as the
population ages. A
nationally representative
study published in the
peer-reviewed journal
Alzheimer's & Dementia

routine use of vitamin
and omega-3

supple-

influence brain health.
The inclusion of air pollu-

linking long-term expo- be
sure to polluted air with

reduced

through
healthier lifestyles and

estimated that about 8.8
older adults.

Call all-party meet to discuss delimitation bill: Kharge to PM Modi

NEW DELHI, AGENCY:
Amid reports that govt is look-
ing to reintroduce delimitation
bill in the Monsoon session,
Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge Thursday wrote to PM
Narendra Modi, urging him to
call an all-party meeting to dis-
cuss the revised Constitution
(131st Amendment) Bill.

Kharge wrote that he had
repeatedly asked the parlia-

Skyroot Aerospace to launch
India's first private orbital
rocket on Saturday

NEW DELHI, AGENCY: India's
private space sector will soon take wings
as spacetech startup Skyroot Aerospace
is just days ahead from becoming the
country's first private player to launch
an orbital-class rocket, fully designed
and developed by it, from Indian soil.

After sending India's first private
single-stage suborbital rocket Vikram-S
at a peak altitude of 89.5 km in 2022,
the Hyderabad-based company is all
geared up to launch the country's first
orbital launch vehicle, Vikram-1, on
Saturday.

mentary affairs minister for an
all-party meeting during the
Budget session, but his demand
was not heeded, after which the
delimitation bill fell in Lok
Sabha on April 17 - a reference
to the defeat of the govt bill
which the opposition termed as
being in name for women's
reservation but having the real
objective of delimiting Lok
Sabha seats on the basis of pop-

?/

ulation to advantage BJP and
hurt the southern states.

Kharge wrote to Modi that
he has been reading media
reports about govt move to
reintroduce the bill with some
changes, urging the PM that he
should share the details with
the opposition and give it ade-
quate time to study the propos-
al before it is introduced in
Parliament.

Govt plans bill to punish those who
insult, block Vande Mataram smglng

NEW DELHI,
AGENCY: A bill prov1d1ng
for punishment for any
insult or obstruction to
singing of Vande Mataram
will be introduced in Lok
Sabha in Parliament's ses-
sion starting July 20. The
Prevention of Insults to
National Honour
(Amendment) Bill, cleared
by the Union Cabinet earli-
er, comes after guidelines
issued by the home ministry
made playing or singing the
national song mandatory at
official events where nation-
al anthem 'Jana Gana Mana'
is played.

Bills listed for introduc-
tion in LS include one mak-
ing the delayed registration
of birth and death stringent.

Once the prevention of
insults to national honour

— = [ T
bill is cleared by both LS and
RS, the law will make insult-
ing the national song a pun-
ishable offence, bringing it
among the other high sym-
bols of the republic, like the
national  anthem; the
national flag; and the
Constitution, whose insult
attracts criminal action.

BJP has maintained that
past 'secular' govts did not
accord Vande Mataram,

1nterwoven with the free-

dom movement, its due
place as they relented to
objections from a section of
Muslims due to the song's
Hindu imagery. There have
recently been instances
where Vande was allegedly
not given due respect by
state govt belonging to
opposmon partles or groups
representlng minority com-
munities.

No leak of Kudankulam nuclear
reactor data, clarifies minister

NEW DELHI,
AGENCY: A day after a
report of alleged breach of
sensitive data of the
Kudankulam nuclear power
plant (KNPP), space, atomic
energy, science and technolo-
gy minister Jitendra Singh
asserted on Thursday that
there was no breach of sensi-
tive data from the largest
nuclear power plant of the
country.

Rubbishing reports of
breach of sensitive data relat-
ed to units 3 and 4 of the
Tamil Nadu nuclear plant,
Union minister Jitendra
Singh told Media, "There is no
breach of nuclear reactor
data." He also made it clear
that there is no need for a
review if nothing has hap-
pened.

A day earlier, Nuclear
Power Corporation of India
Ltd, which is leading the con-
struction and operation of
reactors at Kudankulam, had
said that its core systems were
untouched by a "cyber securi-
ty incident", after ran-
somware group World Leaks
posted a huge cache of files
related to the N-plant on the
dark web and claimed data
breach.

Reliance Infrastructure
was involved in designing and

bulldlng 1nfrastructure for the
plant's unit 3 and unit 4 in
2018. NPCIL said the engi-
neering, procurement and
construction contract for the
common services awarded to
R-Infra are of conventional
nature and are typically found
in thermal power plants as
well as other process indus-
tries.

A day before, a Reliance
Group spokesperson said,
"The company was informed
by Yotta Data Services Private
Limited (Yotta), its third-
party data centre service
provider, of a cybersecurity
incident involving an attempt-
ed ransomware attack that
resulted in partial breach of
data hosted on one of Yotta's
servers. Yotta has informed
the company that the suspi-
cious process was identified
and terminated immediately,
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and the incident was con-
tained and also that no ran-
somware execution, data loss,
or lateral movement occurred,
and services were restored.”

On Wednesday, NPCIL
executive director (CP&CC)
Prateek Agrawal told Media,
"They (files leaked) are not
related to nuclear safety or
nuclear security systems. Like
thermal power plants, tenders
are issued for common servic-
es. Such common services are
not associated with the core
systems of the nuclear plant."

Just 1.6% of Isro scientists-
engineers taken VRS or
resigned during 2025-26:
Dept of Space sources

On reports of an internal
memo on tightening rules for
voluntary retirement (VRS)
for Isro employees amid a
mass exodus claim, sources in
the Department of Space clar-
ified that "the number of sci-
entists and engineers taken
VRS or resigned during 2025-
26 is 144, which is about 1.6%
of sanctioned levels of scien-
tist and engineers for the
department of space". "The
trend is similar to the attrition
levels noticed in previous
years," the sources said, clari-
fying that there is nothing
alarming about it.

Acquitted 45 years on, after serv-
ing life term; murder in 1977, con-
viction 1981, clean chit 2026
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NEW DELHI, AGENCY: Justice can
serve little purpose if not delivered timely
- a truth underscored by a 1977 murder
case. Though Supreme Court acquitted a
person in the case - drawing curtains on a
long drawn-out battle and marking a
moment of triumph for the citizen who
had all along denied committing the crime
he was accused of and convicted for - the
redemption came after he had served sen-
tence of life imprisonment - remitted by
UP govt. Hearing a challenge to Allahabad
high court's verdict in the 49-year-old
murder case in Uttar Pradesh, a bench of
Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta
acquitted the three surviving accused in
the case - two died during pendency of the
matter - who had been sentenced to life
imprisonment by a trial court and HC.

Out of the surviving accused, SC grant-
ed bail to two in 2013, but the bail plea of
Hiral Lal was rejected, and he had to serve
his sentence. He came out of jail only after
UP govt remitted his sentence.




