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At UN, India flags concerns over tar-
geting of vessels in Strait of Hormuz

New Delhi, Agency:
Targeting  commercial
shipping, endangering
civilian crew and impeding
freedom of navigation in
the Strait of Hormuz is
"unacceptable”, India's
Permanent Representative
to the UN Parvathaneni
Harish has said.

Harish's remarks at a
special meeting of the
United Nations Economic
and  Social  Council
(UNECOSOC) on safe-
guarding energy and sup-
ply flows came days after
an India-flagged commer-
cial vessel came under
attack off the coast of

Was misquoted, I'm
proud of our youth,
says CJI Surya Kant

New Delhi, Agency: Chief

Oman.

Omani authorities res-
cued all 14 crew members
of the vessel sailing from
Somalia, but it was not
immediately known who
carried out the strike.

In a post on X on
Sunday, Harish said that

its

investigation.

at the UNECOSOC meet-
ing, he shared India's
approach to the recent
energy and fertiliser crisis
caused by the West Asia
conflict.

combination of short-
term and structural meas-
ures alongside interna-
tional cooperation are
essential to respond to the
crisis," he said.

"Reiterated that target-
ing of commercial ship-
ping, endangering civilian
crew and impeding free-
dom of navigation in the
Strait of Hormuz, are
unacceptable.  Interna
tional law in this regard

must be fully respected,”
he added.

The attack on the India-
flagged vessel on May 13
took place amid the fragile
situation in the Strait of
Hormuz, a narrow water-
way close to the coast of
Oman through which
roughly one-fifth of the
world's energy supplies
pass. It has been severely
disrupted by the conflict in
West Asia that started on
February 28, with the US
and Israel launching joint
attacks on Iran, triggering
retaliatory strikes. Earlier,
India had described the
attack as "unacceptable .

Pre-arrest bail for Vadra in Haryana

land deal-linked laundering probe

New Delhi, Agency: A Delhi court granted
Saturday pre-arrest bail to businessman Robert
Vadra in a money laundering case tied to a land
deal in Haryana, ruling that his "detention in
judicial custody is neither necessary nor war-
ranted" after ED chose not to arrest him during
Special judge Sushant .
Changotra of Rouse Avenue Courts also granted relief to co-accused Kewal
Singh Virk on a surety bond of Rs 50,000 each. The case relates to a 3.5-acre
parcel in Shikohpur village in Gurgaon. According to ED, a company linked
to Vadra bought the land from Omkareshwar Properties in Feb 2008 for Rs
7.5 crore and later sold it to DLF for Rs 58 crore.

US passenger hiding 115 smuggled gold
bars in belt nabbed at Delhi airport

New Delhi, Agency:
Customs officials at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport on Saturday said
they had seized 115 smuggled
gold bars weighing 3.5 kg
from an American national
of Indian origin, news

agency PTI reported.

The seizure comes amid a
recent rise in gold smuggling
attempts following the increase
in Customs duty on gold from 6
per cent to 15 per cent, officials
said.

According to an official state-
ment, the passenger allegedly
concealed the contraband inside
a specially designed belt and was
intercepted by officers of the Air
Intelligence Unit (AIU) at the
international arrival terminal
after arriving from San
Francisco on May 15. Officials
said the action followed intelli-
gence inputs developed through
risk-based passenger profiling
after the traveller allegedly
attempted to cross the green
channel covertly.During the
search, customs officers recov-
ered 115 gold bars concealed
inside inner pockets stitched
into the passenger's trousers
and hidden within a specially
designed belt, the statement

said. The seized gold bars were
of 24-carat purity (999.9) and
weighed a total of 3,565 grams.

Senior customs officials mon-
itoring contraband movement
said the seizure "directly corre-
lates" with a recent rise in gold
smuggling attempts following
the increase in Customs duty on
gold from 6 per cent to 15 per
cent.

"With the margin of profit per
kilogram skyrocketing, interna-
tional syndicates appear to have
shown heightened desperation
by deploying increasingly com-
plex concealment methods," the
statement said.

Officials said the gold was
being smuggled into India as
contraband and was seized
under Section 110 of the
Customs Act, 1962. The passen-
ger was subsequently arrested
under Section 104 of the
Customs Act, according to the
statement.

Justice Surya Kant Saturday
said he 'was pained' by a section
of media misquoting his com-
ments on youth during court-
room proceedings on Friday
and clarified that his angst was
against those joining the legal
profession with bogus degrees
and behaving like parasites.

In a statement, CJI Kant said,
"What I had specifically criti-
cised were those who have
entered professions like the Bar
with the aid of fake and bogus
degrees. Such persons have
sneaked into media, social
media, and other noble profes-
sions" and are attempting to
weaken every system like para-
sites. The CJI-led bench was
critical of an advocate who was
seeking a judicial direction to
the Delhi HC to designate him
as senior advocate and had
observed that it was looking for
an appropriate case to order
CBI inquiry into the genuine-
ness of degrees of many mas-
querading as advocates in Delhi.

Tlegally constituted': MEA rejects Pakistan-backed J&K: Elderly dead, 7in hos-
pital after consuming wild

Court of Arbitratio

Waters Treaty

New Delhi, Agency:
India on Saturday once
again rejected the consti-
tution of the Court of
Arbitration under the
Indus Waters Treaty,
declaring the decision as

'"null and void.' /

External affairs min- .
istry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said that
India had never recog-
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the illegally constituted
CoA," he added.

Jaiswal further asserted
that any proceedings con-
ducted by the tribunal held
no legal validity from
India's perspective.

"India has never recog-
nised the establishment of
this so-called CoA. Any
proceeding, award, or
decision issued by it is null

nised the establishment
of the court and would not
accept any proceedings,
awards or decisions issued
by it. "The illegally constitut-
ed so-called Court of
Arbitration (CoA) has, on 15
May 2026, issued what it
termed an award concerning

mental to the award on
issues of general interpreta-
tion of the Indus Waters
Treaty," Jaiswal said in
response to media queries.
"India categorically rejects
the present so-called award,
just as it has firmly rejected
all prior pronouncements of

and void," he said.

He also reiterated that
India's decision to keep the
Indus Waters Treaty in
abeyance remained
unchanged. "India's decision
to hold the Indus Waters
Treaty in abeyance remains
in force,” the MEA

maximum pondage supple-

spokesperson said.

vegetable in Rajouri

JAMMU, Agency:
A 60-year-old man
died and seven others,
including two chil-
dren, were hospi-
talised on Friday after
they allegedly con-
sumed a wild vegetable
in J&K's Rajouri dis-
trict. All the affected

people belonged to two
families.
Officials said on

Saturday, the incident was
reported from Mohra vil-
lage in Kotranka sub-divi-
sion, about 40km from
Rajouri town. Mohammad
Hussain died during treat-
ment. Those who fell sick
included Mohammad

Imran, 8, and Ratish Alj, 6.
They were admitted to
community health centre,
Kandi, and later shifted to
govt medical college and
hospital in Rajouri. "Prima
facie it is a case of food poi-

soning," officials said,
adding that its exact cause
is being investigated.

Fire breaks out in AC coach of Rajdhani Nietzsche S aid free Will is a

Express in MP's Ratlam

broke out in one of the coaches
of the Thiruvananthapuram-
Hazrat Nizamuddin Rajdhani
Express in Ratlam district of
Madhya Pradesh on Sunday
morning. All passengers were
safely evacuated from the affect-
ed coach, railway officials said.
According to officials, the fire
was reported near the SLR end
of the B-1 coach at around 5.15
am, between Luni Richha and
Vikramgarh Alot stations in the
West Central Railway section,
while the train was in the Down
direction. Railway authorities
immediately initiated emergency

response measures.

All passengers
travelling in the
affected coach were
safely  de-boarded
and no injuries or
casualties were
reported, officials
said. The overhead
electric supply was
immediately
switched off as a pre-
cautionary measure, while the
affected B-1 coach was detached
from the rake. Railway person-
nel and senior officials rushed to
the spot and carried out fire-
fighting operations. Passengers
from the affected coach were
provided refreshments at the
site. Railway authorities also
announced that an additional
coach would be attached to the
train at Kota station to facilitate
the onward journey of passen-
gers. Senior officials from Kota
division have left for the incident
site to supervise restoration and
safety operations.

lie but 1n 2026 1t is a vibe

What does it mean to have free will in

New Delhi, Agency:

Why are young people

across the world filming g

themselves eating lunch &

on ladders, rearranging
their homes into fake

hotel suites, or doing | =

completely  irrational |
everyday activities simply
because they can?

And how did a 19th-
century philosopher who

i 1

believed human beings
were never truly free
become strangely relevant
to a generation raised by
algorithms, lockdowns, sur-
veillance and social media?

Across social media,
thousands of young users
are posting videos under
captions such as "POV: You
suddenly realise you have
free will". The intent is to

L ol

carry out the daily mun-
dane activities in deliber-
ately impractical but harm-
less ways

Videos of people climb-
ing the maintenance ladder
while having lunch just to
finish the meal in the air or
other laying out buffets of
the same meal just to recre-
ate a wedding vibe have

become a well-participated
trend. What looks like
unserious internet humour
has almost become an emo-
tional reaction to a world
that feels increasingly con-
trolled by economics, tech-
nology, politics and invisi-
ble systems.

In a time when algo-
rithms predict behaviour,

20267?

governments shape con-
sumption habits during
crises and social media con-
stantly influences thought
patterns, free will is no
longer viewed as a stable
philosophical truth. For the
new generation, it has
become a feeling, a per-
formance and, in many
ways, a vibe.

Long before social media
transformed rebellion into
short-form content,
German philosopher
Friedrich Nietzsche had
already questioned whether
free will existed at all.

In his 1886 work Beyond
Good and Evil, Nietzsche
argued that human beings
do not make choices in the
pure, independent way
they imagine.



