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EC seeks TMCfactions' reply on split
bypolls may lead to symbol freeze

New Delhi, Agency:
The Election Commission of
India on Thursday wrote to
the two Trinamool Congress
factions, one led by Mamata
Banerjee and the other by
Ritabrata Banerjee, regard-
ing their claims and count-
er-claims with respect to the
organisational elections and
authorised signatories of the
party.

Sources in the EC told
Media that the two groups
have been asked to submit
their responses by 5.30 pm
on July 26. Based on the
responses, the EC will take a
call on whether there is
indeed a split in the party,
warranting  proceedings
under Para 15 of the
Symbols Order, 1968 to

decide which of the two fac—
tions is the real party enti-
tled to use the party name
and election symbol.
Usually, if a bypoll
becomes imminent while a
symbol dispute is pending,
the EC passes an interim
order freezing the disputed
symbol. While EC
announced assembly
bypolls in Gujarat, Madhya

Pradesh and Gujarat on
Thursday, it excluded the
seats vacant in West Bengal
Nandigram and Rejinagar
for want of clarity on the
status of election petitions
(EP) filed with respect to the
two seats. After the EP sta-
tus is known, EC may
announce the bypolls; if the
Trinamool symbol dispute
is being adjudicated at the
time, the poll body may
freeze the "two-flower' sym-
bol and ask each faction to
choose a different symbol
until the matter is disposed
of. In a recent letter to the
EC, Ritabrata Banerjee had
claimed that his group is the
"real Trinamool Congress",
commanding the support of
65 of the 80 party MLAs.

The faction argued that the
organisational elections
were never held by the party
within the three-year period
mandated by Article 20 of
the party constitution.

The national working
committee, having been
elected last on February 12,
2022, thus became defunct
after February 12, 2025, it
said. The group further
informed EC that it had
recently held the organisa-
tional election and named
the new office bearers. The
details of the ‘elected'
national working committee
members were recently
shared with EC and a formal
claim was made to the party
name, twin-flower symbol
and organisational assets.

Tiger body unveils science-driven
roadmap for big cat conservatlon

New Delhi, Agency: The
National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) and the
Wildlife Institute of India (WII)
have unveiled two landmark doc-
uments aimed at shaping the
future of tiger conservation in the
country. The reports introduce a
science-based national strategy
for active tiger management
while candidly examining the
success and setbacks of tiger rein-
troduction across 12 reserves.
The flagship report, "Roadmap
for Active Management of Tigers
in India", lays out a comprehen-
sive framework for managing
India's rapidly expanding tiger
population through evidence-
based interventions, landscape-
level planning and adaptive con-
servation strategies.

India currently supports an
estimated 3,682 wild tigers,
accounting for nearly 70 per cent

of the world's populatlon "This
achievement has been made pos-
sible through sustained habitat
protection, prey recovery, scien-

tific monitoring, strong law
enforcement and active commu-
nity participation under Project
Tiger," said Sanjay Kumar,
Additional Director General
(Project Tiger) and Member
Secretary, NTCA. The roadmap
underscores that conserving
tigers can no longer be limited to
protected areas alone.

Srinagar,

Agency:

Conference

president

Omar Abdullah backs call for India-Pak talks, says even RSS favours dialogue

between the two countries

objects. But, when leaders

To avoid legal battles
ED settles 150 Fema
cases with RBI nod

New Delhi, Agency: Faced
with a pile of cases under the
Foreign Exchange Management
Act (Fema) and eager to avoid
prolonged legal battles, the
Enforcement Directorate is set-
tling for large-scale compounding
of offences and termination of
adjudication proceedings after
obtaining the Reserve Bank of
India's approval.

In the last 15 months, more
than 150 Fema cases have been
terminated by the RBI on the
basis of "no-objection certificates"
(NOC) issued by the ED.

Many of these cases had been
pending for years. One terminated
last month involved Apollo
Hospitals and its directors over
alleged Fema violations of around
Rs 850 crore. The hospital paid
over Rs 17 crore and its directors
Rs 18 lakh each, following which
the RBI terminated the proceed-
ings. Since Jan, the RBI has com-
pounded 45 such cases based on
ED NoCs. Flipkart subsidiary
Myntra paid Rs 2.8 lakh to settle a
long-pending case related to delay
in filing an annual performance
report on transactions exceeding
Rs 45 crore. Kakinada Seaports
Ltd paid Rs 21.7 lakh, while
Genpact India Pvt Ltd paid Rs 4.7
lakh to close Fema proceedings.

Jammu and Kashmir CM
Omar Abdullah Thursday
backed the calls for reopen-
ing of dialogue between
India and Pakistan, saying
that was the only way to ease
tensions between the two
neighbours. He also ques-
tioned why appeals from
J&K politicians for engaging
with Pakistan led to a back-
lash when similar state-
ments from RSS top func-
tionaries invited no criticism
. Omar's father and National

Farooq Abdullah is among
the 117 signatories - 61 from
India and 56 from Pakistan -
to an open letter that recent-
ly appealed to the Prime
Ministers of the two coun-
tries to renew talks.

Talking to reporters in
south Kashmir's Shopian
district, Omar said: "This
tension (between India and
Pakistan) has existed for the
past 30 to 40 years, and after
last year's Pahalgam attack it
increased even more. Now,

through a letter, a request
has been made to the Prime
Minister that the relations

should improve. No one
should have any objection to
this." He invoked Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, saying the former
PM used to say that friends
can be changed, but neigh-
bours cannot. "We want
relations between neigh-
bours to improve."

Pointing out that even
"the biggest leader of RSS"
had recently spoken in
favour of talks with Pakistan,
the chief minister said, "If
the RSS says this, no one

from Jammu and Kashmir
say the same thing, it creates
an uproar." RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat and general
secretary Dattatreya
Hosabale had recently advo-
cated "keeping the doors of
dialogue open". Reacting to
the letter, BJP accused J&K
politicians of backing
Pakistan's narrative and
asked them to instead urge
the country to dismantle its
terror infrastructure and
sponsorship.

No sir: All regular teachers at two
Delhi govt schools on SIR duty

New Delhi, Agency: H

Should classrooms pay the
price for election duty, ask
educators. The entire regular
teaching staff of two Delhi
govt schools - one at Bhalswa
and another near GTB Nagar
- has been deployed for
booth-level officer (BLO)
duties during the peak period
of the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls,
citing manpower require-
ments for data handling,
administrative work and
BLO-related responsibilities,
a school official said.
According to the official, the
Bhalswa school has around
1,200 students and approxi-
mately 20 regular teachers,
all of whom have been
assigned SIR work, leaving
only 15 guest teachers to con-
duct classes across 22 sec-
tions. In the school near GTB

Nagar, the official said 22
teachers have been put on
BLO duty and asked how the
entire regular teaching staff
can be picked up for non-aca-
demic work.

"It will be very difficult to

teach students till Oct.
Academic loss is inevitable,"
the school official said.
Media reached out to the
principals of both schools but
received no response.
Educators said the large-
scale deployment could sig-
nificantly disrupt classroom
teaching, forcing students to
bear the brunt of the staff's

absence. They argued that
election-related assignments
should be distributed more
evenly across schools so that
no single institution loses a
substantial portion of its
teaching staff.

"If teachers have to be
deployed, authorities should
take a maximum of two
teachers from a school. Many
schools have not been asked
to send even one teacher. The
deployment should be dis-
tributed equally so that both
election work and school
education can continue," the
official argued.

Media accessed an office
order for manpower require-
ment pertaining to nine
teachers of the Bhalswa
school, signed by the sub-
divisional magistrate/elec-
toral registration officer
(SDM/ERO) of Badli.

Three more held in Maharashtra
TET paper leak case

Mumbai, Agency: The
Maharashtra police, prob-
ing the alleged TET 2026
question paper leak case,
have arrested three more
persons, taking the total
number of persons in cus-
tody to seven, officials said

on Friday.
A state-appointed spe-
cial investigation team

(SIT) nabbed the trio, iden-
tified as Sonu Singh,
Mithun Singh and Kapil
Dahiya, officials said. They
were produced before a
local magistrate on
Thursday, who remanded
them to police custody, the
officials said. With the lat-
est arrests, seven individu-
als have been taken into
custody so far, said police.
The Teacher Eligibility
Test (TET) 2026 was post-
poned on June 27, a day
before it was to be held,

after police in Thane dis-
trict found that a part of its
question paper had been
leaked and arrested three
people. The SIT uncovered
that the racket was spread
across Delhi, Agra, Bihar,
and Haryana. The investi-
gation previously led to the
arrest of Suman Kumari

Gupta, the wife of the
alleged mastermind,
Vijendra Gupta, from

Patna, after call records and
financial trails linked her to
him.

The SIT has sent teams
to several states to track
down Vijendra Gupta and
his remaining associates,
said officials.

The TET paper leak,
which followed the national
scandal caused by the leak
of the NEET-UG paper, has
affected nearly 6 lakh can-
didates.

Cong seeks judicial probe Zig-zag driving row: Biker gang drags cop out of
car, assaults hlm, smashes Vehlcle, 14 arrested;

into Ujjain land 'scam'

New Delhi, Agency: The
Congress on Thursday demanded
a judicial probe into allegations
surrounding land purchase in
Ujjain by Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav's family
members and associates. It also
sought his resignation or recusal
from office until investigations
are completed.

Addressing a press conference
at the AICC headquarters in New
Delhi, AICC member and former
MLA Praveen Pathak alleged that
the controversy raised serious
questions over whether privileged
information relating to govern-
ment projects and development
plans had been used for private
gain. "The question today is not
merely about land purchase;
rather, it is whether power and
privileged information regarding
government decisions and devel-

opment projects were exploited
for private gain," Pathak said.

The Congress leader ques-
tioned the Chief Minister's silence
over the allegations, noting that
more than 10 days had passed
since the issue surfaced in the
public domain.

"If the allegations are baseless,
the government should take legal
action against the media institu-
tion concerned; if they are true,
the Chief Minister should resign
on moral grounds," he said.

Referring to media reports,
Pathak alleged that between 2021
and 2025, Yadav's family mem-
bers and close relatives purchased
194 plots spread over around 253
acres in and around Ujjain at a
reported value of nearly Rs 75
crore. He claimed several family-
linked companies were also
involved in real estate transac-
tions in the region.

The Congress further alleged
that a number of these purchases
were made near road and infra-
structure projects that progressed
during Yadav's tenure as a minis-
ter and later as Chief Minister,
including the Ujjain-Indore Road
expansion and other highway
projects in the region.

Nagpur, Agency: Eight bikers =
on a wild romp, hours before mid-
night allegedly assaulted a traffic cop 544418

in civvies, wrecked his private vehicle
and threatened to kill him following a
frivolous traffic dispute near a shrine

on Mankapur Road on

June 28.

Fourteen persons have been arrested.

multiple

The cop, Kunal Singh, 35, attached to
MIDC branch, was driving home
when a group of motorcyclists with

pillion riders began zigzag-

ging dangerously in front of his car,
metres away from Martin Nagar cul-
vert. Many of the bikes were fitted
with double moped axles.

For generations, the first question in an arranged marriage was
rarely about personall, ambltlons or emotlonal compatibility

New Delhi, Agency:
Caste, sub-caste, religion,
family background and
horoscope formed the first
line of screening.
Compatibility came much
later, if at all. If a suitable
match could not be found
within the community,
families often waited
longer rather than expand-
ing the search.

Today, that hierarchy is
beginning to change.
Across India's matchmak-
ing ecosystem - from tradi-
tional independent match-
makers to curated matri-
monial services and inten-

L ol

tional dating platforms -
one pattern is emerging:
compatibility is steadily
replacing community as the
most valuable currency.
This does not mean
caste has vanished from the
marriage conversation. Far

from it. Families still prefer
matches within their com-
munities where possible.
But increasingly, commu-
nity is becoming one con-
sideration among many
rather than an immovable
condition. Shared values,

emotional maturity,
lifestyle, career ambitions,
financial outlook and long-
term goals are taking
precedence, particularly
among educated urban
Indians who often make
the final decision them-
selves.

The evolution reflects
wider social shifts. Indians
are marrying later, pursu-
ing demanding careers, liv-
ing independently across
cities and countries, and
looking for partners who fit
the life they have built
rather than merely satisfy-
ing social expectations.




