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Indus Water Treaty in present form no
longer exists, Pak aiding terrorism: India

New Delhi, Agency:
The Indus Waters Treaty
(IWT) with Pakistan will no
longer function in its present
form, the government has
concluded hardening its
position on the contentious
water issue amid little indi-
cation of Islamabad discon-
tinuing its covert backing of
cross-border terrorism.

India is not yet actively
considering abandoning the
World Bank-brokered 1960
Treaty - an option it still has
on the table - but a source
speaking on condition of
anonymity said it's not in
India's interest to remain a
party to the Treaty anymore.

India had formally sought
a review and modification of
the IWT citing demographic
shifts, clean energy priori-
ties and new climate reali-

DIG orders probe Illtll allegations against Banjariya SHO

Sagar Suraj

ties, prlor to putting the
Treaty in "abeyance" last
year in retaliation for the
Pahalgam terrorist attack.

"It would be accurate to
say that the IWT in its pres-
ent form will not function at
all. If provisions related to
river water sharing have to
be reactivated, they will have
to be done in a different
form. Not in the present
form," said the source,
adding India will await fur-
ther developments before
considering the maximalist
option of withdrawing alto-
gether from the IWT.

The IWT does not have an
exit clause, but it's of signifi-
cance to India that Article
60 of the Vienna Convention
on the Law of Treaties
(VCLT) states that a signifi-
cant violation of a treaty by
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one party allows other

affected parties to suspend
the treaty in whole or in
part. While India and
Pakistan are both not party
to the VCLT, India believes
that if it invoked customary
international law, then
Pakistan's state sponsorship
of terrorism could be consid-
ered such a breach of obliga-

DIG orders inquiry into corruption, abuse of
office allegations against Banjariya SHO; seeks
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According to Indian
authorities, as a sovereign
state, India cannot be com-
pelled to stay in a treaty that
is demonstrably not in its
interest. These assertions
come in the middle of efforts
by Pakistan to internation-
alise the IWT issue by citing
"unilateral and unlawful"

suspension of the Treaty and
claiming it threatens the
water security and liveli-
hoods of its 240 million citi-
zens. Outside of the Treaty
framework, India continues
to provide issue flood warn-
ings to Pakistan to ensure

protection of lives and prop-
erty.
India  believes that

Pakistan has created an
elaborate victimhood narra-
tive, ignoring the fact that
more water of the Indus sys-
tem is lost in Pakistan due to
surface runoff than India's
entire share under the Indus
water stream. Sources also
point to how Pakistan has
since 1976 not built a single
large-scale storage project or
invested in modern water
management, despite receiv-
ing nearly 80% of the Indus

Basin waters under the
Treaty. As far as India is
concerned, Pakistan's prob-
lem is water management,
and not water availability.
Fow India though, the

central issue remains
Pakistan's support to cross-
border terrorism. India

maintains that there is no
deadline for keeping the
IWT in abeyance. "The
Treaty will remain in
abeyance until Pakistan
credibly and irrevocably
abjures its support for cross-
border terrorism. This is the
threshold condition," said a
source, adding that Pakistan
continues to provide
enabling platforms just
across the LoC to terrorist
groups and individuals
banned by the UNSC 1267
Sanctions Committee.

intimidation.
When contacted,

Future of youth priority: PM Modi says NEET
leak national issue, avoid 'partisan politics

MOTIHARI:  Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) of
Champaran Range Harkishor
Ray has ordered a detailed
inquiry into allegations of
corruption, abuse of office
and alleged collusion with
land mafia against Banjariya
station house officer (SHO )
Amit Kumar Singh.

Acting on a complaint
submitted by the victim’s
family on  Wednesday,
the DIG directed East
Champaran superintendent
of police (SP) Swarn
Prabhat to investigate all
allegations against the SHO
and submit a factual report.

The allegations took
another turn when the
complainant produced a
copy of a supervision report
prepared by Sadar deputy
superintendent of police
(DSP) Dilip Kumar.

Taking serious note of
the confidential document
being in the complainant’s
possession, the DIG

questioned how the report

had been obtained and
directed the SP to investigate
the alleged leak.

He also ordered that
responsibility be fixed if
any police personnel were
found to have shared the
confidential report.

The DIG simultaneously
directed  the SP  to
independently  verify the
allegations made in the
complaint.

In their petition to the
DIG and the SP, one Izhar
Ansari and his family alleged
that despite an inquiry
reportedly substantiating
their complaint
fraud, forgery,

involving
criminal

report on claims of favouring accused and leak of
confidential supervision report

breach of trust and an
attempt to grab their land,
the SHO failed to initiate
action against the accused.

Instead, they alleged,
false criminal cases were
lodged against members of
the complainant’s family to
protect the accused.

The complainants further
claimed that the supervision
note prepared by Sadar
DSP Dilip Kumar contained
adverse observations on
the SHO's conduct, stating
that his actions appeared to
benefit the accused.

According to the
complaint, after Case No.
521/26 reportedly
found to be true during
investigation, the accused
demolished one of the
family’s houses.

They also alleged that
Shamser Alam'’s wife
was assaulted and abused

was

Supreme Court takes exception to mea-
gre compensation for ex-HC judges

New Delhi,

Agency:

Supreme Court Monday took
exception to the meagre mone-
tary compensation provided to
retired chief justices and judges
of high courts, which varies vast-
ly from one state to another, and
asked the Union govt to consti-
tute a committee to lay down
uniform pan-India guidelines.

A bench of CJI Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and V Mohana took exception to
the UP govt's challenge to an
interim order of Allahabad HC
directing the state to provide
security even though it is paying
Rs 65,000 and Rs 60,000 to
retired CJs and judges of the HC
towards security, a driver,
domestic help, secretarial servic-
es, and telephone and internet
expenses. The bench said HC
judges, while holding constitu-
tional posts, decide sensitive
matters and their apprehensions
about personal security are gen-

uine. Post retlrement the
judges need basic minimum
facilities to lead a dignified life.
Can Rs 60,000 provide all these
services? We all know how much
one needs to pay to employ a
driver and a domestic help," the
CJI-led bench said. Finding
solicitor general Tushar Mehta
in the courtroom, the bench
asked him to impress upon
Centre to constitute a committee
in two weeks to consider what
should be the basic minimum
security and services that every
state must provide to retired HC
CJs and judges to enable them to
lead a dignified life.

while trying to resist the
demolition.  Despite  the
availability of CCTV
footage, the complainants
alleged that Banjariya police
refused to register an FIR.
The family alleged that
they repeatedly approached
the police station to lodge
a complaint, but the SHO

refused to accept their
application.
Instead, they claimed,

another FIR was registered
against Izhar Ansari and
Shamser Alam on the basis
of a fabricated medical
report, and they were
threatened with arrest.

The complainants
also alleged that despite
repeatedly approaching the
SP and the DSP, and despite
directions reportedly being
issued to the police station,
no FIR was registered
and they continue to face

Banjariya SHO Amit Kumar
Singh declined to comment
on the allegations, saying, “I
am answerable only to my
senior officers.”

Meanwhile, Rajeev
Dwivedi, general secretary
of  the District ~ Bar
Association, said it was
not uncommon for clients
to approach lawyers with
copies of  confidential

supervision reports. Such
reports, he said, remain
confidential ~ departmental

documents until a charge
sheet or final report is filed
before a court. He alleged
that investigating officers
often leak such reports in
exchange for money.

Following the hearing,
the DIG directed the
SP to also investigate
how the confidential
supervision report reached
the complainant and to
take appropriate action if
any departmental lapse is
established.

New Delhi, Agency:
Union minister Kiren Rijiju
Tuesday said PM Narendra
Modi, during the NDA's parlia-
mentary party meeting, retier-
ated government's stance to
ensure "stringent punishment"
for those involved in the NEET
paper leak.

Rijiju, who is the minister of
parliamentary affairs, said the
Prime Minister stated that
"NEET paper leak should not
be an issue of partisan poli-
tics".

PM Modi, according to
Rijiju, also said that "security
and future of youth" is the gov-
ernment's priority.

The Prime Minister's reac-
tion comes in the backdrop of
youth, led by Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP), protesting against
the perpetual paper leaks, and
alleged irregularities in the
education system.

The uproar over the NEET

£

leak and lack of accountablity

at the senior-most level
exploded in the Captial on
Monday as protestors, mostly
students and youths, clashed
with police -- leading the cops
to resort to lathi charge, firing
of tear gas to disperse the
protesting crowd marching
towards the Parliament.

The protestors had three
main demands: Resignation of
Union education of minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, dis-
charging Sonam Wangchuk
from hospital and providing
compensation to the kin of
NEET aspirants who died by
suicide after the leak froced the
governemnt to reexamination

India summons Russian diplomat over 4
Indians killed in strike off Ukranian coast

New Delhi, Agency:
India on Tuesday sum-
moned Russian diplomat
over the Kkilling of four
Indians on board a mer-
chant vessel off the coast of
Ukraine, reported news
agency PTI citing sources.

Four Indian nationals
were killed after a com-
mercial vessel, MV Golden
Leo, came under attack
while departing Ukraine's -

port of Odesa on Sunday,

the Indian government | -

confirmed. One more nationals, when it was India, in a statement,
Indian crew member attacked. said, "As per the informa-
remains in critical condi- India strongly con- tion available, four Indian

tion.

According to the gov-
ernment, the vessel had 17
crew members on board,
Indian

including five

demned the strike, saying
attacks on commercial
shipping and civilian crew
members were unaccept-
able.

nationals have tragically
lost their lives, while one is
hospitalised in a critical
condition. Our mission in
Ukraine is closely monitor-

ing the situation and is
making every effort to
extend all possible assis-
tance to those affected."”

The government also
reiterated that targeting
commercial vessels,
endangering civilian sea-
farers and disrupting free-
dom of navigation and
international trade was
deplorable and should be
avoided.

One of those killed has
been identified as 26-year-
old merchant navy officer
Akhil Joyan from
Vellarikkundu in Kerala's
Kasaragod district. His
family was informed of his
death by the shipping com-
pany through an email on
Monday.

J&K floods: Lal Chowk flooded, Amarnath yatra stays suspended

SRINAGAR, Agency: :A
heavy spell of rainfall Monday
morning inundated
Srinagar's Lal Chowk, the
city's iconic square that has
emerged as a major tourist
attraction since the abroga-
tion of Article 370.

Images of a flooded Lal
Chowk and the clock tower
were widely circulated on

social media, with netizens
mocking the govt over the
alleged failure of the drainage
system in the city.

Several other parts of
Srinagar also witnessed
waterlogging, with many
questioning Srinagar's Smart
City infrastructure project.

Officials of the Srinagar
Municipal Corporation

(SMC) said the capital city's
drainage system was over-
whelmed by the intensity of
the rainfall. "It was a heavy
downpour for nearly two
hours," an official said,
adding that dewatering
pumps were deployed to clear
waterlogged areas.

The explanation, though,
was shot down by many.

"The idea of a Smart City is
to employ technologies, data
and intelligent systems to
improve efficiency, sustain-
ability, quality of life and
resource management with
the approval of the citizens.
Smart City Srinagar was
based on contextless, soulless
and photoshopped images,"
said Hakim Sameer

Hamdani, a conservation
architect. "We need to have a
way to manage run-off water
from the road and ideally that
should be treated and used to
recharge groundwater. But
there is no proper and inte-
grated system,” Hamdani
said. SMC officials, however,
said all works sanctioned
under the Srinagar Smart City

project, which began in April
2017, were completed.

Last month, the Omar
Abdullah cabinet raised con-
cerns about the award of con-
tracts and the implementa-
tion of projects under the
Smart City initiative. His govt
ordered an external audit on
the "failure of the Srinagar
Smart City" project.



