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Govt Says FCRA
Curbs Mirror
Global Norms

New Delhi, Agency:
Ahead of Parliament tak-
ing up the Foreign
Contribution Regulation
(Amendment) Bill, 2026,
govt cited comparable
laws regulating foreign
funding, influence and
lobbying in the US, UK,
Australia and Canada to
underline the "globally
recognised" concern that
"foreign money, when
unregulated, can affect
democratic institutions,
electoral processes and
public discourse".

In a backgrounder on
FCRA issued Wednesday,
MHA said regulating for-
eign contributions and
influence was "not a
uniquely Indian
approach”, with leading
democracies strengthen-
ing such frameworks over
the past decade.

Delhi ACP Injured
in Jantar Mantar
Stone-Pelting

New Delhi, Agency
A Delhi Police ACP was
brought to RML Hospital
here with a head injury
and multiple bruises after
a stone-pelting incident
near Jantar Mantar, hos-
pital authorities said on
Thursday. "ACP,
Connaught Place, Vivek
Bhagat, was brought to
the Emergency
Department of Ram
Manohar Lohia (RML)
Hospital following the
reported incident of
stone-pelting last night
near Jantar Mantar.

"On examination, he
was found to have multi-
ple bruises over both the
upper and lower limbs,
along with the shoulder,
and swelling over the
parieto-occipital region
(back of the head). The
patient also gave a history
of ear bleeding and vom-
iting," the hospital said in
a statement.

Anurag Jain
named new Niti
Aayog CEO

New Delhi, Agency:
Govt Wednesday appoint-
ed 1989-batch IAS officer
Anurag Jain, currently
chief secretary of Madhya
Pradesh, as chief execu-
tive officer (CEO) of Niti
Aayog for two years.
Centre's premier think
tank has been without a
full-time CEO since BVR
Subramanyan's term
ended last Feb.

Jain comes with varied
experience across min-
istries, having worked in
department of financial
services at the time of the
launch of PM Jan Dhan
Scheme over a decade
ago. After that he moved
to the PM's Office, before
taking charge as DDA
vice-chairperson.

PM Modi urges youth to lead
vision of Viksit Bharat

New Delhi, Agency:
Underscoring the impor-tance of
tackling the serious issue of drug
abuse among youth, PM
Narendra Modi Wednesday sug-
gested that efforts be made to
develop an "institutional mecha-
nism" to break departmental
silos and foster greater inter-
departmental coordination and
convergence in youth-centric ini-
tiatives.

He also pitched for establish-
ing India as a "global sports hub"
by hosting major international
sporting events and emphasised
the need to adopt an integrated
approach for development of
sports in the country. He further
stressed the importance of pro-
moting technology and fostering
innovation through startups in
sports sector. The PM made the
remarks while chairing a high-

level meeting with secretaries to
review progress in rural develop-
ment, agriculture, social welfare
and allied sectors towards Viksit
Bharat goals at his residence at
Lok Kalyan Marg here. He said
the dream to build a 'Viksit
Bharat' should become a 'Jan
Andolan' (people's movement)
and the youth should form the
foundation of this vision. "The
PM shared his suggestions and
his vision for future course of
action. The meeting was marked
by comprehensive and produc-

tive discussions across sectors,
focusing on effective implemen-
tation, greater convergence and
accelerated progress towards the
goals of Viksit Bharat," said a
statement from the PMO.

During the meeting, attended
by cabinet secretary, secretaries
of key ministries as well as senior
PMO officials, Modi highlighted
that the widespread adoption of
initiatives such as PM-KUSUM
scheme by farmers can bring
transformative changes to the
agriculture sector and stressed
the need for global mapping of
skill requirements to ensure bet-
ter alignment with international
opportunities and future needs.

PM-KUSUM scheme is one of
the largest initiatives in the world
to provide clean energy to more
than 35 lakh farmers by solaris-
ing their agriculture pumps.

Kalyan Banerjee sus-
pended from Lok Sabha
as rebel MPs complain
of foul language

New Delhi, Agency:

EAM talks of trade with Rubio
sailors with Sergey Lavrov

New Delhi, Agency:
S Jaishankar had a meeting
with his Marco Rubio on the
sidelines of Asean in Manila,
focusing on issues related to
trade and tariffs along with
the critical minerals partner-
ship. According to a US read-
out, they agreed on the
importance of finalising the

interim trade deal, which is "almost complete". They also discussed
finalising key defence agreements to fulfil commitments made

between President Donald Trump

and PM Narendra Modi. "Our

relationship with India is vitally important,” said Rubio on X.

Trinamool Congress MP
Kalyan Banerjee, not new to
allegations of inappropriate
behaviour, was suspended
from Lok Sabha for the
remainder of Parliament's
monsoon session after some
women MPs of the party's
breakaway faction accused
him of using indecent lan-
guage against them and
complained to Speaker Om
Birla.The House adopted a
motion moved by Union law
minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal for his suspension
as Telugu Desam Party MP
Krishna Prasad Tenneti
informed members of the
complaint, saying his objec-
tionable conduct was against
the prestige of Parliament.
The motion was passed amid
noisy protests by opposition
members on the paper leak
issue. Banerjee had been
sharply critical of the 20
rebel MPs, whose merger

Open to talks with protest-
ers, says govt 1nterlocut0r

New Delhi, Agency:
Health minister J P
Nadda, govt's interlocutor
with Cockroach Janata
Party, emphasised govt's
willingness to hold discus-
sions with protestors
while sidestepping their
demand, made by opposi-
tion parties too, for the
resignation of education
minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, asserting the
Centre will respond to
every charge in debate in
Parliament.

Addressing a presser,
Nadda accused Rahul
Gandhi of seeking political
mileage over the issue of
the NEET-UG paper leak
and being selective in his
outrage, as the minister
listed out numerous cases
of leaks in exams held by
states where Congress or
other opposition parties
have been in office.

Asked if the demand for
Pradhan's resignation has
been discussed within
govt, he said, "Nahi, is
tarike se nahi hota (no, it
does not work like this)...
We are willing for discus-
sion. It will be in
Parliament. They put
across their views. Govt
will answer."

Defence minister
Rajnath Singh accused the
opposition of trying to use
the youth as a political tool
for its selfish interests.
Opposition netas were
stoking a "manufactured

sense of anger" to mislead
them over the paper leak
issue, he said. Nadda
asked opposition parties
to engage with govt to find
a permanent solution to
the menace, insisting that
it is a serious issue which
should not be politicised.
With the opposition call-
ing for Pradhan's resigna-
tion, he said it should not
change goalpost, a refer-
ence to govt's claim that
Rahul's initial demand
was for a discussion.
Nadda said he had
responded to CJP's
demands and was willing
for more engagement. No
talks were held
Wednesday, he added.

Rajnath expressed con-
cern over the ongoing
protest at Jantar Mantar,
now into its second month
and drawing a sustained
crowd, and emphasised
govt's commitment to ful-
filling the aspirations of
the youth. Slamming the
opposition, which has
sensed an opening to put
the governing alliance on
the defensive, he said it
was making a wrong
attempt to settle issues on
the street instead of
Parliament.

'Bail by HCs shouldn't be challenged in SC': CJI-led
bench rejects appeal by Chhattisgarh government

New Delhi, Agency: In
an important exposition on the
working of criminal justice
process without diluting the
primacy of individual liberty,
the Supreme Court on
Wednesday said that once a
high court grants bail to an
accused, it must be treated as
final and SC must not entertain
appeals against the order by
the state, reports
DhananjayMahapatra.

A bench of CJI Surya Kant,
and Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and V Mohana made the state-
ment as they disposed of
Chhattisgarh govt's appeal
against grant of bail to
Chaitanya Baghel, son of ex-

when then CJI P N Bhagwati
had said HC's orders granting
bail should be final.

appear to have become very
conservative in granting bail
and write 40-50 pages while
granting or rejecting bail with-
out realising the impact of long
discussions on merits of the

CJI Surya Kant said HCs

bail should be made in cases
where it has been denied.
"Cases
deprived stand on a completely
different footing in SC which is
the enforcer of fundamental
rights. When it is cancellation
of bail, that is diminution of
liberty, we must weigh it
against victim's rights and the
societal interest. These are the
guiding principles."

The bench said the states'
penchant for challenging bails
granted by HCs in the last two
decades is the single largest
reason for the burgeoning of
appeals in SC. "Every day each
bench of SC deals with at least
ten such petitions. This is the

where liberty is

securing conviction is less-
ened... by seeking cancellation
of bail you (state) can ensure
that an undertrial prisoner
continues to be incarcerated
while absolving yourself of the
higher responsibility of ensur-
ing fair and just trial to secure
conviction, which the victims
of crime desire," the bench
said. "In most cases there is no
honourable
accused is
because the investigator slips
and the prosecution fails to
present evidence properly.
This is where the state must
fasten accountability and not
seek cancellation of bail. We
are making these observations

acquittal. The
not convicted

with the Nationalist Citizens
Party of India is awaiting
Birla's approval, and passed
comments on a few of them,
leading to the complaint.

CM Bhupesh Baghel, despite
having serious reservations
about HC's order, and said
judicial system must get back
to the trend during 198o0s,

case in a fair and impartial
trial. The bail orders should
not exceed three to four pages.

Justice Bagchi suggested
that appeals to SC in matters of

concern of the court," he said.
"Why we are concerned -if a
prosecutor and investigator
rests so much on interlocutory
relief, the ultimate effort for

out of serious concern," it fur-
ther said. Justice Bagchi said,
"The HCs are passing 50-page
bail orders in UAPA cases, 40-
page orders in PMLA cases.

Painting that stoked row goes
from Army Chief's office

SCRejects Plea AgainstJ antar Mantar Lathicharge

New Delhi, Agency: A
Supreme Court bench of CJI
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana Wednesday declined
to accept an advocate's sug-
gestion that it take suo motu
cognisance of the police
action against protesters at
Jantar Mantar. The bench

he had video footage of the vio-
lence and police lathicharge,
..» and would file it for viewing by
yea the court, the bench replied,
. "We do not want to watch
videos during judicial work."
Meanwhile, Supreme Court
Bar Association led by senior
advocate Vikas Singh passed a

New Delhi, Agency:
The wall decor of the lounge
at the Army Chief's office at
South Block here has under-
gone a change. A painting

that had "sharply divided
opinion" has been removed
from the venue where the
Army Chief receives and
meets visiting dignitaries.

The much-debated paint-
ing had been put up in
December 2024 replacing
another famous painting
depicting the Pakistan
Army's surrender at Dhaka
in 1971.

Yesterday, the Eastern
Command posted a video
message of the Army Chief,
Gen Dhiraj Seth, wishing
success for the Durand Cup

I

football tournament, to be
hosted from July 25.'The
Eastern Command is hosting
the 135th edition of the tour-
nament this year. General
Seth had taken over as Army
Chief on June 30.

In the video message shot
in the lounge of his office,
the General is seen sitting
against a wood-panelled
background which has the
Army's insignia at the same
spot where the now-removed
painting existed.

The painting that has
been removed had been put
up in December 2024. It
depicted tanks along the
Pangong Tso near the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in
Eastern Ladakh. It also

said the advocate shouldn'
waste his own as well as judicia

t time on issues not before the
] court. When the advocate said

resolution condemning the
"brutal lathicharge on inno-
cent students".

NEET's top 2 scorers: Protest is a right, reform is the answer

New Delhi,
Agency: Aryan Gupta
and Panshul Bansal felt
the same anger and
sense of injustice as
lakhs of NEET-UG
aspirants when the May
3 examination was can-
celled after a paper
leak. They believe stu-
dents were within their
rights to  protest.
However, instead of
joining the demonstra-
tions, they stepped
away from the noise,
revitalised their will
and prepared for the
June 21 re-examina-
tion.

Both scored 715 out

L ol

of 720, with Gupta
securing AIR 1 and
Bansal placed second
under the tie-breaking
rule. They now want
computer-based test-
ing, tighter security and
two NEET attempts a

)

year to help examinees
avoid what they experi-
enced this year.
"Although it was
unfair, it was not unfair
only to me. It was
unfair to everyone,"
Gupta said, adding that

he treated the retest as
a chance to improve his
performance.

As reports about the
leak and protests mul-
tiplied, Bansal stopped
following the news for
nearly two months as it
was giving him "nega-
tive thoughts". Both
defended students'
right to demonstrate.
"Protest and dissent
are basic rights of a cit-
izen. They are essential
for a democracy,"
Gupta said. Bansal said
his job was to prepare,
while it was govt's
responsibility to repair
the system.



