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BRIFF NEWS

Piyush Goyal files police
complaint over deep-
fake video; FIR lodged

New Delhi, Agency:

Union Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Saturday filed a police
complaint after a deep-
fake video purportedly
showing him making
inflammatory remarks
against the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) went
viral on social media.

In a post on X, he said
the video was fake and
had been manipulated
using artificial intelli-
gence (AI). In the said
video, Goyal can be heard
"threatening" protesting
students. Many social
media links related to the
video had been taken
down, government
sources said. An investi-
gation by the Press
Information Bureau
(PIB) Fact Check also
found that it was a fabri-
cated video. It said the
viral clip was doctored
and was being circulated
by Pakistan-backed prop-
aganda social media
accounts with the alleged
intent of misleading peo-
ple and inciting unrest
amid the ongoing student
protests in Delhi.

Sirsa Hosts CBSE
Swimming
Champlonshlp

New Delhi, Agency:
The four-day CBSE North
Zone-2 Boys' Swimming
Championship began in
Sirsa on Saturday, with
more than 1,200 swim-
mers from over 356 CBSE
schools across North
India taking part. The
event is being hosted by
Shah Satnam Ji Girls'
School. The champi-
onship was inaugurated
by Anil Khatri, Vice-
President of the
Swimming Federation of
India and the Haryana
Olympic Association, and
General Secretary of the
Haryana Swimming
Association.

Amarnath
Yatra Resumes
via Baltal

New Delhl, Agency
After remaining suspend-
ed for six days due to
inclement weather, the
annual Amarnath Yatra
resumed on Saturday, with
authorities allowing the
pilgrimage only through
the Baltal route while
keeping the traditional
Pahalgam route temporar-
ily closed for repairs. The
pilgrimage had been sus-
pended on July 19 as a pre-
cautionary measure fol-
lowing persistent rainfall
and adverse weather con-
ditions that affected both
the 48-km Pahalgam route
in Anantnag district and
the 14-km Baltal route in
Ganderbal district leading
to the 3,880-metre-high
holy cave shrine.

New Delhi,
Agency: India's ancient
Buddhist site of Sarnath
in Uttar Pradesh was on
Saturday inscribed on the
UNESCO World Heritage
List, becoming India's
45th site to receive this
recognition. India ranks
sixth globally and second
in Asia Pacific Region for
the most number of
"World Heritage Sites'.

Interestingly, the
ancient site of Sarnath
was included in the ten-
tative list of world her-
itage in 1998. The pro-
posal to include the site
in the list of world her-
itage was sent for the
consideration of the

Nepal eases rules on Indian currency, allows
Rs 200 and Rs 500 notes up to Rs 25,000

New Delhi, Agency: Nepal
has eased restrictions on the
movement of Indian currency,
allowing Indian and Nepali citi-
zens to carry Indian Rs 200 and
issued after
November 9, 2016. According to
the Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB),
the permitted notes can be car-
ried into or taken out of Nepal
up to a limit of Rs 25,000 per
person. According to news
agency PTI, the revised rules
permit citizens of both countries
to bring the approved currency
notes into Nepal, carry them
within the country, or take them

Rs 500 notes

4 ministers, 1 decade; How education
policy evolved under BJP regime

New Delhi,
Agency: Since
2014, India has
seen four leaders
serve as education
ministers: Smriti §
Irani, Prakash *
Javadekar, Ramesh
Pokhriyal 'Nishank' and
Dharmendra Pradhan.
Of them, only Pradhan
completed a five-year
tenure in the role. A
notable change during
this period was the
renaming of the MHRD
as the Ministry of
Education on July 29,
2020, following the
adoption of the National
Education Policy (NEP)

2020. Smriti Irani
became the Minister of
Human Resource

Development (MHRD)
on May 26 2014 and
continued till July 5
2016. She oversaw the
rollback of  Delhi

45% of Indian exports to US
exempt from new tarlff Govt

New Delhi, Agency:
India has been placed in the
lower tariff tier under the
United States' final Section
301 measures on forced
labour-related imports, with
Indian goods attracting an
additional 10 per cent duty
instead of the initially pro-
posed 12.5 per cent levy, the
on
Saturday. It said around 45
per cent of the exports to the
US would remain exempt

government said

from the new tariff.
The US on

World Heritage
Committee in Jan 2025.
The decision on the
inscription was taken at
the 48th session of the
World Heritage

Committee belng held at
Busan, South Korea.
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi lauded
the historic milestone. "A
proud moment for every

tions.

out, subject to existing regula-

In its latest notice, the NRB
clarified that older Indian cur-
rency notes issued before the
2016 demonetisation period will
continue to remain prohibited in
Nepal. The NRB added that only
redesigned Indian Rs 500 notes

However,

Pralhad Joshi, man with a low
profile & an effective style

arrangement.

The central bank had initially
published the provision in the
Nepal Gazette on February 11.
it issued another
notice on Thursday to clarify the
implementation process and
address concerns over cross-
border currency
NRB spokesperson Guru Prasad
Paudel said Nepali
would not be allowed to bring
Indian currency into Nepal from
countries other than India.

Indian! Delighted that
Sarnath in Uttar Pradesh
has been inscribed on the
UNESCO World Heritage
List. Sarnath has a close
association with Lord
Buddha, whose timeless
message of wisdom, com-
passion and harmony
inspires the world," the
PM said in a post on X.
"This recognition cele-
brates India's profound
civilisational and spiritu-
al heritage. It will also
inspire more people
across the world to come
to Sarnath and connect
with the ideals of Lord
Buddha," the PM added.
Culture minister
Gajendra Shekhawat said

and Rs 200 notes introduced
after November 9, 2016, will be
permitted under

the new

Sarnath joins Unesco World Heritage list

that the inscription reaf-
firms India's enduring
role as the cradle of ideas
that continue to inspire
the world across genera-
tions.

"The serial property
contains the architectural
and archaeological
remains of Sarnath, the
sacred site where the
Buddha is believed to
have delivered his first
sermon in the 6th centu-
ry BCE and met his earli-
est  disciples,”  the
description of the newly
inscribed site highlights
on the UNESCO website.

"Identified by the
Buddha himself as one of
the four  principal

Buddhist pilgrimage
sites, Sarnath grew over
many centuries through
royal, monastic, and lay
patronage, resulting in
the construction of
numerous stupas, tem-
ples, and viharas," it
added. "After flourishing
as a major Buddhist cen-
tre, Sarnath declined in
the 12th century CE and
fell into obscurity until its
rediscovery in the 18th
century. Today preserved
as two archaeological
zones, it remains both an
important tourist desti-
nation and a revived pil-

grimage site for
Buddhists worldwide,"
UNESCO states.

CRPF to do post-analysis of RAF
action in NEET protests, says DG

47 RAF personnel injured

movement.

citizens

New Delhi, Agency:

CRPF director
Gyanendra Pratap Singh on
Saturday said the force
would conduct a profes-
sional post-analysis of the
action taken by personnel
of Rapid Action Force
(RAF), a unit of CRPF,

general

injuries, allegedly from vio-
lent
protests.

Sources said the post-
event assessment by CRPF
will go into all possible
aspects of RAF deployment
during the protests. This
would include action taken

elements in the

Friday
announced the additional

University's con- New Delhi,
troversial Four- | Agency: Pralhad
Y e a r | Venkatesh Joshi, the
Undergraduate | new Union education
Programm e | minister, is one of

% (FYUP) which was | BJP's most experi-
backed by the then | enced parliamentari-
HRD minister Kapil | ans and has been in

Sibal in 2013. The
National Institutional
Ranking Framework
(NIRF) to rank higher
education institutions
was launched by the
Irani in 2015. Under her
tenure the Global
Initiative of Academic
Networks (GIAN) was
expanded to bring inter-
national faculty to
Indian institutions and
schemes such as Udaan
and Pragati to encour-
age girls' participation in
engineering education
were promoted. In 2016
she was shifted to the
textiles ministry during
the Cabinet reshuffle.

PM Narendra Modi's
Cabinet since 2019.
The five-time MP from
Karnataka also served
as president of BJP's
Karnataka unit and
played a key role in
expanding party's foot-
print in the state before
coming to the Centre.
Known for his low-
profile yet effective
style, Joshi has han-
dled important parlia-
mentary and ministeri-
al responsibilities over
the years. Before his
latest assignment as
education minister, he
was in charge of con-

(USTR) probe.

Highlighting the exemp-
tions under the final meas-
ures, the government said
around 45 per cent of India's
exports to the US would

o
o,
o

/

sumer affairs, food and
public  distribution,
and new and renew-
able energy ministries,
portfolios that will stay
with him.

In 2019, he was
sworn-in as cabinet
minister and given
charge of the portfolios
of parliamentary
affairs, coal and mines
until 2024. As parlia-
mentary affairs minis-
ter, he handled the pas-
sage of key legislation,
including the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and
the Women's
Reservation Bill.

against anti-NEET paper
leak protestors, including
during the July 20 march to
Parliament. "Now, since
agitation has been called
off, and once assembled
people disperse, we would
make a professional post-
event assessment, like we
do after every major assign-
ment, and then let you
know of the view of force
headquarters,” Singh told
Media on Saturday. This is
the first official statement
from CRPF in the wake of
allegations that pellet guns
were used against protes-
tors during the July 20
march to Parliament.
Three people have
claimed to have suffered
pellet injuries in the police
action. At least 47 RAF per-
sonnel too  sustained

by RAF personnel against
the protestors, riot-control
gear used by them and
whether the ground situa-
tion justified it. It will
examine if the RAF
response was graded and in
line with the standard oper-
ating procedures and riot
control manual.

An officer said the CRPF
will also examine the
provocation and aggression
that the RAF personnel
likely faced at the hands of
external, motivated ele-
ments who may have infil-
trated the protests.

CRPF sources said of the
47 RAF personnel injured
during the course of their
deployment for protests in
the Capital, six have sus-
tained head injuries and
four, fractures.

Ludhiana police arrest Rajasthan man in Rs 2.5-cr cyber fraud case

New Delhi, Agency: The
cybercrime wing of the police
arrested a Rajasthan resident
over alleged involvement in a
Rs 2.5-crore fraud with a local
firm. The accused, Manvender
Singh, a resident of Jodhpur in
Rajasthan, is the key suspect in
the case and was arrested fol-
lowing raids at various places
in Rajasthan.

The police said approxi-
mately Rs 18 lakh were recov-
ered and returned to the victim.

According
Satbir Singh, in-charge, Cyber
Crime Police Station, prelimi-
nary investigation had found
that Manvender Singh and his
associates claimed to be owners
of a firm based here and duped
its manager.

to inspector

Kargil lessons shaped Operation Sindoor

Chandigarh,
Agency: Twenty—seven

Former army chlef General VP Malik

and long-range drones
for surveillance and

tariff on imports from India
and 60 other economies over
concerns related to the use of
forced labour in manufactur-
ing. New Delhi said sus-
tained engagement with US
authorities during the inves-
tigation helped secure the
lower tariff tier and min-
imise the impact on Indian
exports. The government
had made detailed submis-
sions, held consultations and
participated in public hear-
ings during the United States
Trade Representative's

remain outside the ambit of
the additional duty.

Key export sectors,
including generic pharma-
ceuticals, smartphones and
certain specified products
that currently attract zero
additional  duties, will
remain exempted. Products
already covered under sepa-
rate Section 232 measures,
including steel, aluminium
and auto parts, will also not
attract the additional duty.
The remaining 55 per cent of
exports will face the addi-
tional 10 per cent duty.

years after leading the
Army during the 1999
Kargil War, former
Army chief General VP
Malik (retd) said the
conflict's hard lessons -
from equipment short-
ages and intelligence
gaps to the need for
self-reliance - trans-
formed India's military
capabilities, enabling
the precision strikes on
Pakistani airfields dur-
ing last year's Operation
Sindoor without cross-
ing the border.

L ol

"The blggest opera-
tional lessons were the
need to strengthen
intelligence, surveil-
lance and achieve
'atmanirbharta (self-
reliance)' in military
hardware,” Gen Malik
told Media in an inter-
view ahead of the 27th

anniversary of Kargil
Vijay Diwas. Those les-
sons, he said, shaped
India's military pre-
paredness over the next
two decades.

Citing  Operation
Sindoor, he pointed to
the armed forces' grow-
ing reliance on short-

precision strikes, along
with advanced rockets
and missiles. "We did
not have to enter
Pakistani territory
when we struck airfields
and radar stations,
causing major havoc,"
he said, contrasting it
with Kargil.

He said indigenous

and imported plat-
forms, including
BrahMos, Akash and
the S-400, were now
tested in real-world
conditions.
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