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Air Marshal Dixit, Lt Gen Jain take |EPF contributions above Rs
charge as Vice Chiefs of IAF, Army

New Delhi, Agency:
Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit
on Wednesday took over as
Vice Chief of the Indian Air
Force, while Lt Gen Sandeep
Jain assumed charge as the
Vice Chief of the Army.

Lt Gen Jain, an alumnus
of the National Defence
Academy, was commis-
sioned into the MAHAR
Regiment in June 1988. He
has nearly four decades of
service and has held a wide
range of command and staff
appointments across diverse
operational environments.

Lt Gen Jain has com-
manded an Infantry
Battalion, served with the
United Nations Mission in
South Sudan, and led an
infantry brigade in a Strike
Corps, a Counter Insurgency
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Force and a Pivot Corps in
the Northern Command.
His operational experi-
ence includes participation
in Operation Pawan in Sri
Lanka, besides multiple
tenures in high-altitude
areas and counter-insur-

gency operations along the
Line of Control and in the
North East. Lt Gen Jain was
the Southern Army
Commander in his previous
posting.  Air = Marshal
Ashutosh Dixit, a fighter
pilot with more than 3,500
hours of flying experience,
will notably be the senior-
most officer in line when the
present IAF Chief Air Chief
Marshal AP Singh superan-
nuates in October this year.
In his previous appointment
as Chief of Integrated
Defence Staff - a tri-services
organisation wunder the
Chief of Defence Staff - Air
Marshal Dixit was part of
the process of enhancing
jointness and setting up the
theatre commands. He has
extensive flying experience

on various aircraft, includ-
ing the Mirage-2000, MiG
variants, Jaguar, Tejas and
Hawk. He has also flown the
AN-32 and Avro transport
aircraft. He is an experimen-
tal test pilot and a qualified
flying instructor. During his
service career spanning
nearly four decades, he has
been actively involved in
numerous operations and
exercises, including
Operation Safed Sagar dur-
ing the 1999 Kargil conflict
and Operation Sindoor in
2025.

During his career, Air
Marshal Dixit commanded a
frontline fighter air base in
the Western Sector and a
premier fighter training
base in the Southern Sector.

1800/month to be voluntary

New Delhi, Agency: In an
overhaul of provident fund rules
for nearly eight crore active
members, Employees Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) has
said 12% contribution up to the
statutory wage ceiling, which is
currently at Rs 15,000 a month,
is mandatory. Any contribution
above that will be treated as vol-
untary. Even if your basic salary
is Rs 1 lakh a month, Rs 1,800
will be deducted towards your
PF contribution - along with a
matching contribution by the
employer. But you will also have
the option to park the amount
out of the remaining salary
towards retirement savings.

"An employee may opt to con-
tribute, on a voluntary basis, an
additional contribution on
wages exceeding the statutory
wage ceiling at statutory rate or
at any rate in excess of statutory
rate," according to provisions of
the Employees' Provident Funds
Scheme, 2026 notified
Wednesday.

Employers have the option -
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codes."

Given that most private sec-
tor employees and employers
have a cost-to-company relation-
ship, salaries may be restruc-
tured, allowing both sides to
work out an arrangement that is
beneficial to the EPFO sub-
scriber.

The provision regarding cov-
erage, however, remains
unchanged as the new scheme
provides continuity of member-
ship by specifically stating that
employees who were members
under the earlier scheme will
continue as members.

The new scheme implements
the changes related to with-
drawals which were approved by
the Central Board of Trustees

VB G RAM G ends
MGNREGA's legal
employment guaran-

tee, says Congress

New Delhi, Agency: After
the Centre notified the Viksit
Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G
RAM G) Act, 2025, the Congress
on Wednesday alleged that the
new framework replaced the
rights-based architecture of MGN-
REGA with a programme tied to
budget allocations and govern-
ment approvals.

The party argued that under
the new model, employment
would no longer flow from
demand raised by workers, but
from labour budgets approved in
advance, expenditure ceilings
fixed by the Centre and the finan-
cial capacity of state governments.
The criticism sharpened after the
government also notified daily
wage rates under the new scheme,
with wages in most states remain-
ing around Rs 300 per day.

Calling the rates "unjustifiably
low", Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said the new rates
ignored both expert recommenda-
tions and the rising cost of living.

Manoharpura becomes 2nd Multi-Lane Free
Flow toll plaza on Delhi-Jaipur NH-48

New Delhi, Agency: The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) has accelerated the
transformation of India's electronic toll collection
system with the launch of Multi-Lane Free Flow
(MLFF) at the Manoharpura Toll Plaza on the
Delhi-Jaipur section of NH-48 in Rajasthan.

The latest rollout marks another significant

step towards enabling seamless, barrier-free high-
way travel by eliminating the need for vehicles to

stop at toll plazas, thereby reducing travel time, congestion and fuel consump-
tion. The launch at Manoharpura follows the successful commissioning of
Rajasthan's first MLFF tolling system at Daulatpura Toll Plaza on the Delhi-
Jaipur Section on 19th June. Following the launch at Manoharpura, NHAI is
also planning to transit the toll plaza at Shahjahanpur to the MLFF system,
making commuting on the busy Delhi-Jaipur section of NH-48 seamless and
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Parliament panel to adopt report on
bill to sack PM, CMs on July 17

New Delhi, Agency: A [

parliamentary = committee
scrutinising the anti-corrup-
tion bill, which seeks auto-
matic removal of PM, CMs
and ministers if they are in
detention for 30 days on seri-
ous criminal charges, is likely
to adopt its report with certain
amendments that may tweak
some of its more contentious
provisions on July 17, opening
the path for govt to push for
its passage in Parliament's
monsoon session. With oppo-
sition vehemently against the
Constitution (130th
Amendment) Bill alleging that
it is aimed at their state govts,
it remains to be seen if the
BJP-led NDA dispensation at
the Centre can pull off the
two-thirds  majority in
Parliament, especially in Lok
Sabha, needed to pass the
proposed law.

While the committee head-

ed by BJP MP Aparajita
Sarangi is likely to finalise its
report in the coming days, a
few MPs are of the view that
the panel may reconsider the
key provision of linking the
removal of top authorities to
30 days of detention and
introduce some safeguards, a
view conveyed by some law
experts and bodies as well in
their opinions to the panel.
Sarangi emphasised th-at
everybody had appreciated
govt's intent to uphold consti-
tutional morality. "Nobody
has opposed the main idea of

NET Sociology paper leaves
candldates lost in typos

The

New Delhi, Agency:
UGC-NET paper meant to test
sociology candidates has itself
come under scrutiny, with aspi-
rants alleging that the June 30
exam was riddled with spelling

errors, garbled names of key
thinkers, awkward Hindi transla-
tions and questions that appeared
disconnected from the prescribed
syllabus.Candidates alleged that
names and terms central to sociol-
ogy were mangled in the question

paper: "Ritzer" appeared as
"Putzer", "social" as "oval",
"Parsons" as "Parsow"”, "Ghurye"

as "Ghunye", "A R Desai" as "A K
Desai" and "Nussbaum" as
"Nusbaut". They claimed the
errors were not isolated typos but
part of a larger problem of poor
paper-setting and inadequate
quality checks in a national eligi-
bility examination conducted by
NTA. Several candidates who

appeared for the sociology paper
alleged that the questions had
spelling mistakes, grammatical
errors, weak Hindi translations
and confusing phrasing, making
parts of the paper difficult to com-
prehend.

Candidate Antara Chakrabarty
took to X to allege that the paper
had "crossed all limits of academ-
ic deceit and accountability”. She
claimed the paper asked ques-
tions that appeared Al-generated
and included "random thinkers
and books" not associated with
the syllabus. "Not even getting
started on the irregularity of the
paper asking Al-generated ques-
tions, random thinkers and books
not even remotely associated with
the syllabus provided. This is
where the last nail in the coffin
comes. 50% of the paper had ter-
rible spelling errors and gram-
matically disastrous sentence for-
mation," she wrote.

Listing the alleged errors, she
added: "Thinkers like 'Ritzer' was
replaced as 'Putzer', 'social' was
given as ‘'oval, 'Parsons' as
'Parsow’, 'Ghurye' as 'Ghunye', AR
Desai as 'A K Desai', 'Nussbaum'
as 'Nusbaut' and many more.

the bill. People have given
suggestions and very positive
recommendations,” she told
Media. So unbending has
been opposition's denuncia-
tion of the bill that most of
them, including Congress, SP,
TMC and DMK, refused to
join the joint committee,
which generally includes rep-
resentation from across the
board. Two opposition MPs in
the committee are AIMIM's
Asaduddin Owaisi and NCP -
SP's Supriya Sule.

Home minister Amit Shah,
who had introduced the bill in
Aug last year, has vigorously
defended the bill, arguing that
PM, CMs or ministers cannot
be allowed to run their office
from jail, a clear reference to
former Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal and V Senthil Balaji,
a minister in DMK govt in
Tamil Nadu.

not an obligation - to match
these additional voluntary con-
tributions, and both the employ-
ees and employers can reduce or
discontinue such additional vol-
untary contributions at any time.
An official told TOI,
bility introduced in the scheme
is to provide greater autonomy
to the contributing members for
their retirement savings. These
provisions have been discussed
extensively in the central board
of trustee meetings (CBT) and
have been made with their con-
currence and align with the
objectives of the new labour

"The flexi-

last Oct . These changes include
increasing the number of with-
drawals that can be made in a
year and streamlining the cate-
gories for drawing out advance
funds, from 13 to just three -
essential needs (illness, educa-
tion, marriage); housing needs;
and special circumstances.EPFO
has also approved advance with-
drawal up to 100% of the 'eligible
balance' in the PF, including
employee and employer share,
with members now required to
always maintain 25% of the con-
tributions in their accounts as
the minimum balance.

Mehbooba Mufti to pay final tribute
to Ayatollah Khamenei after receiv-
ing invitation from Iran

New Delhi, Agency:
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) president Mehbooba
Mufti is set to travel to Iran
to pay final tributes to the
country's slain supreme
leader  Ayatollah  Ali
Khamenei after receiving an
official invitation to attend
his funeral.

Mohseen Qummi,
Director of the
International Relations

Department at the office of
the Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
has extended a formal invi-
tation to Mehbooba to
attend the solemn funeral
ceremony as a distin-
guished guest of India.

"It is an immense hon-
our for me and a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to
receive this invitation (from
Iran). I will travel there to

pay my last respects to the
supreme leader,"” the PDP
chief told PTI. In the invita-
tion letter, it was stated that
Grand Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei was killed on
February 28, and in accor-
dance with the national
period of mourning and the
protocols of the Islamic
Republic, a state funeral
ceremony would be held in
Tehran from July 3 to 6.

UD ministry sends ev1ct10n notlce to Gymkhana Club

New Delhi, Agency:
Centre has issued an eviction notice
to the Delhi Gymkhana Club, saying
that the club is in "unauthorised
occupation of public premises" since
the land lease ended on May 22. The
Land and Development
(L&DO) under the housing and

urban affairs ministry, in

cause notice to the club, has sought
an explanation why eviction order

The

Office

the show-

should not be passed against it.
Invoking the provisions of Public
Premises (Eviction of Unauthorised
Occupants) Act, L&DO has asked the
club and all persons concerned occu-
pying the premises to submit their

response by July 7 and appear for a
personal hearing on that day at
2.30pm. The govt's move to get back
the 27.3 acre land parcel comes over
a month after the Centre told Delhi
HC on May 26 that it won't take
forceful possession by June 5 (as per
its earlier notice) and that the evic-
tion proceedings would only be initi-
ated in accordance with the law and
after giving due notice.

India needs national strategy to improve
access to new cancer therapies: Experts

New Delhi, Agency:
India needs a coordinated
national strategy to bridge
the gap between break-
through cancer treatments
and patient access, ensuring
that scientific advances
benefit every eligible
patient, leading oncologists,
cancer survivors and public
health experts said on
Wednesday.

Speaking at a media

roundtable on "Bridging

Innovation and

Affordability in Cancer

Care", organised by the

Indian Cancer Society
-

(ICS), the experts said that
although cancer treatment
has advanced significantly,
access remains limited due
to high costs, inadequate
insurance coverage, limited
diagnostic facilities and

Tl

unequal healthcare infra-
structure. The roundtable,
held during Cancer Survivor
Month, brought together
oncologists and cancer sur-
vivors to discuss ways to
make innovations in cancer

care more affordable and
accessible across India.
Jyotsna Govil, chairperson
of the Indian Cancer
Society, said cancer care is
entering a new era of scien-
tific innovation, but the
challenge is ensuring these
advances reach every
patient who can benefit.

"Through dialogues like
these, we hope to encourage
informed public conversa-
tions that help improve
access to quality cancer care
while keeping patients at
the centre of every deci-
sion," she said.



