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UK company in spot-
light as Nishikant
Dubey vows 'disclo-

sure' in Parliament

New Delhi, Agency:
BJP MP Nishikant Dubey
Tuesday said he will soon
make a disclosure in
Parliament about a UK-
registered company
allegedly linked to an
Indian MP, igniting spec-
ulation over who could be
the target. "Which Indian
politician is a director in
Backops Limited (UK)?
Which companies have
their address at 2 Frognal
Way, London NW3 6XE?
What is the connection of
that Indian neta with

Brian Lovegrove and
Ulrik McKnight?
Everything will  be
revealed inside

Parliament," Dubey post-
ed on X, piquing interest
and sparking buzz hinting
that Parliament might
witness yet another show-
down. Talking to
reporters in Parliament
complex, the Godda MP
elaborated on his claim
by saying that two indi-
viduals, Brian Lovegrove
and Ulrik McKnight,
linked to  Backops
Limited, were associated
with hundreds of compa-
nies, including a few TV
channels, all registered at
the same address: a claim
that implied that Backops
Limited was not a gen-
uine business enterprise.

India slams POK
elections, Pakistan's
claims over Indus
Valley legacy

New Delhi, Agency:
India slammed Pakistan
for the Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (POK) polls,
saying the "cosmetic elec-
toral exercise" was just an
attempt to camouflage
the illegal occupation of
Indian territory. Ministry
of external affairs (MEA)
reiterated India's "consis-
tent, clear and well
known" position that the
entire Union territories of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh, including the
areas currently under
Pakistan's illegal and
forcible occupation, are
integral and inalienable
parts of India. "We have
seen reports regarding
the so-called legislative
assembly elections being
conducted in POK...the
current cosmetic electoral
exercise is nothing but an
attempt by Pakistan to
camouflage its illegal
occupation and hide its
grave human rights viola-

1 officer, 1 car:
Government tightens
rules for use of official
Vehlcle for staff

Deeply concerning': In UNSC, India strongly con-
demns attacks on commercial ships near Hormuz

New Delhi, Agency:
India has called for an
immediate de-escalation
of tensions in West Asia
following a fresh escala-
tion of hostilities in the
region, while strongly
condemning recent
attacks on commercial
vessels transiting the
Strait of Hormuz. New
Delhi said attacks on
civilian shipping must
stop and free navigation

through international Tuesday, India's perma-
waterways should be nentrepresentativeto the
restored at the earliest. UN, ambassador

Addressing a United Parvathaneni  Harish,

Nations Security Council
open debate on the situa-
tion in the Middle East on

said the recent rise in vio-
lence after a brief pause
in the conflict was

a worrying resumption of
attacks and escalation of
hostilities. This is deeply
concerning and India
calls for an immediate
de-escalation of ten-
sions," Harish said.

India also strongly
condemned attacks on
several vessels, including
GFS Galaxy, MT Al
Bahiyah and MT
Mombasa, during their
transit through the Strait

another reported missing
and several others
injured, including some
seriously. "India has con-
sistently condemned acts
of violence targeting sea-
farers and disrupting free
and safe navigation
through international
waterways like the Strait
of Hormuz," Harish said.

He added, "The tar-
geting of commercial
shipping and civilian

through the international
waterways in the region,
in keeping with interna-
tional law, must be
restored at the earliest.”
The remarks come
amid the conflict involv-
ing the United States,
Israel and Iran.
According to the United
Nations Economic and
Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific, Iran
declared the Strait of

"deeply concerning."
"After a brief pause in

the ongoing conflict in

the region, there has been

month. The

of Hormuz earlier this
attacks
affected Indian nationals,
with one Indian killed,

tion and

infrastructure in the
region must end, and free
and unimpeded naviga-
commerce

Hormuz closed again on
July 11 following attacks
on commercial vessels
that began on July 6.

TSZP MaI'kS Tlgel‘ Day, Wl‘apS Up Don't touch water bodies under
Van Mahotsava w1th Green Drive

Jamshedpur: Tata Steel
Zoological Park (TSZP) cele-
brated International Tiger Day
on Wednesday by combining
the observance with the closing
ceremony of its month-long
Van Mahotsava programme,
reinforcing its commitment to
wildlife conservation and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

The event was inaugurated
with a tree plantation drive

'I'r

inside the zoo premlses sym-
bolising continued efforts
toward habitat restoration and

§ biodiversity conserva-
# tion. Saba Alam Ansari,
# Divisional Forest Officer

(DFO), Jamshedpur
% Forest Division, attend-
! ed as the chief guest and
addressed students on
the importance of pro-
tecting tigers, forests,
and natural ecosystems.
He encouraged young
participants to become
active contributors to wildlife
conservation.

HAF Duo Wins Gold as India Clinches
Youth Hockeyss Asia Title

Ashish Tani Purti and video analyst Abhijeet Hazary help India defeat
Pakistan and qualify for the inaugural FIH Youth Hockeyss World Cup

Jamshedpur: Hockey Ace
Foundation (HAF), a joint ini-
tiative of Tata Steel and Tata
Trusts, celebrated a major
international success as Naval
Tata Hockey Academy (NTHA)
cadet Ashish Tani Purti and
Odisha Naval Tata Hockey
High-Performance Centre
Video Analyst Abhijeet Hazary
played key roles in India's tri-
umphant campaign at the
Men’s Youth Hockeyss Asian
Championship in Muscat,
Oman. India defeated arch-
rivals Pakistan 3-1 in the final
to complete an unbeaten run
and lift the continental title.
With their place in the final,
the Indian team also secured
qualification for the inaugural

Union minister, BJP MP got NHB subsi-

FIH Youth Hockeyss World
Cup, marking another mile-
stone for the country's youth
hockey programme. For
Ashish Tani Purti, the victory
marked his second interna-
tional gold medal, following
India's title-winning campaign
at the Asia Cup in Japan last
month. Abhijeet Hazary con-
tinued his impressive associa-
tion with the national team
after previously serving as
Video Analyst for India's gold
medal-winning men's side in
Japan and the bronze medal-
winning Indian women's team.
Congratulating the duo,
Gurmeet Singh Rao, Project
Director of Hockey Ace
Foundation, said their achieve-
ment reflects the with
advanced tactical analysis.

garb of beautification, Supreme
Court tells Bihar government

New Delhi, Agency:
Taking a stern view of alle-
gations that the Bihar govt
is filling parts of three his-

toric ponds in Darbhanga to &
create public amenities

such as recreation spaces

and stalls, Supreme Court [

on Tuesday warned the
state govt "not to touch the
water bodies under the garb
of beautification" without
its approval.

A bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta directed the state to
immediately stall ongoing
work related to
'Beautification and
Rejuvenation of
Gangasagar, Digghi and
Harahi Lake' project.
Although the state refuted
allegations of encroach-
ment and urged Supreme
Court to allow the work to
continue, describing it as an
ambitious project worth
more than Rs 100 crore, the
bench refused to budge and
ordered that no further
work be carried out.

"You can't fill up water
bodies under the garb of
beautification. Do not touch
the water ponds, keep your
hands off and tell your offi-
cers not to touch the
ponds," it told advocate
Manish Kumar, who was
appearing for the state.

SC instructs Bihar
government: Media had
reported on July 13, with
photographs, that three
ponds in Darbhanga were
being filled with soil and
boulders to make way for
stalls and footpaths, despite
opposition from local resi-

dents and environmental-
ists.  Advocate Renu
Prajapati, appearing for
Darbhanga-based volun-
tary group Talab Bachao
Abhiyan, informed the
bench that the three ponds
form part of a list of pro-
tected wetlands and that
any construction on their
banks would violate rules
and earlier rulings of
Supreme Court. She also
pointed out that the state,
in its own affidavit, had
admitted that around four
acres of the ponds would be
filled under the project.
The state claimed that
no arbitrary filling of the
water bodies was taking
place and that the activity
was highly restricted and
meticulously planned
"earth filling & stone pitch-
ing" work. "This process is a
necessity to stabilise and
strengthen the severely
eroded embankments,
directly executing the man-
date of NGT's order.
Furthermore, soil-filling
footprint is strictly limited -
for instance, constituting
exactly 1 acre out of the
37.7-acre Harahi site, 1.42
acres out of the 50.9 acres
at Digghi Lake, and 1.69
acres out of 44.2 acres at
Gangasagar Lake," the
state's affidavit stated.

dies, mantri refunded it: Government

New Delhi,
Agency: Union min-
ister of state for agri-
culture = Bhagirath
Choudhary and BJP
MP from Sirohi in
Rajasthan =~ Lumba
Ram received finan-
cial assistance under

New Delhi, Agency: The
Trinamool Congress (TMC) on
Wednesday termed members
of its breakaway faction "trai-
tors" and demanded their
immediate  disqualification
from Parliament.

Accusing the MPs of openly
defecting from the party, TMC
leader Kirti Azad told reporters
that they should not be treated

as rebels but as "traitors". He
urged Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla to cancel their member-
ship without delay. "These indi-

viduals are traitors, not rebels.
Their membershlp should be
cancelled immediately, as they
are openly defecting. The
Speaker has not yet designated
them as a separate group, nor
have they received official
recognition. Therefore, the
membership of these TMC trai-
tors must be cancelled immedi-
ately," Azad said.

a central scheme in
2026 and 2025, govt
informed Parliament
Tuesday, adding that
Choudhary, however,
refunded the subsidy.

In a written reply to Lok
Sabha, minister of state for
agriculture Ramnath Thakur
said, "Bhagirath Choudhary
has communicated that he
has refunded the subsidy to
the bank concerned under
the scheme. The bank con-
cerned has been directed to

Delhi Gymkhana Club lease over,
can't stop takeover' Govt in HC:

New Delhi,
Agency: The Centre on
Tuesday told the Delhi
High Court that it has
no legal authority to
restrain the govern-
ment from proceeding
with the takeover of the

New Delhi, Agency:
Government has tight-
ened the rules governing
the use of official vehicles
by employees, stating an
officer entitled to a govt
staff car cannot be allot-
ted more than one official
vehicle, even when they
hold additional charge of
another ministry, depart-

Thakur

family members."
was replying to a query by

Trinamool Congress MP
Abhishek Banerjee, who
wanted to know whether any
serving Union minister, MP
or their immediate family
members received subsidy
under schemes of the NHB
during the last five years.
Thakur said, "The NHB

ior counsel appearing
for the petitioners said
the Centre's reply had
been received only late
on Monday night and
time was needed to file
a rejoinder.

When the petitioners

© Public Premises Act
{ provides its own adju-
dicatory and appellate
mechanism and
expressly bars civil
courts from granting
injunctions against pro-
ceedings initiated by

ment, public  sector| oy the subsidy amount to processes all applications for Delhi Gymkhana Club The submission the Estate Officer. sought clarification on
undertaking, Ol the National Horticulture financial assistance underits premises after the ter- came in response to an Hearing the matter, whether the Centre's
autonomous body. Board (NHB)". schemes through a transpar- mination of the club's licationp filed by Justice Avneesh earlier assurance that

In addition, it has He added, "The existing ent mechanism... All eligible perpetual lease and the Dpell)hi Gymkhana Clu%), Jhingan listed the hearing before the

barred officers entitled

NHB scheme guidelines do applicants are treated equal- issuance of a show- Khurana's suit, along Estate Officer would

from  using  vehicles| 4t contain any specific pro- ly, and applications are con- cause notice for eviction $}elz(r)nli)lzg\7slg)?ly llfth grz?; > with a similar plea filed remain adjourned
belonging to PSUs and| yision regarding conflict of sidered solely on the basis of under the  Public = e shgw causz by the Delhi Gymkhana would continue in the
autonomous bodies, | jnterest or recusal in respect the eligibility criteria and Premises (Eviction of | iice issued by the Club Staff Welfare meantime, the court
except when they are on| ., ypplications submitted by compliance with the provi- Unauthorised ggate Officer y The Association, for responded,
official tour. public functionaries or their sions of the scheme." Occupants) Act. Centre argued that the September 3, after sen- "Obviously”.
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