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Sonowal unveils first Made in India EXIM ship- | Child slams J&K education min-
ping container, Maersk orders 1 000 of them

New Delhi,Agency: In
a move aimed at reducing
India's dependence on other
countries for export-import
(EXIM) containers due to
any global disruption, ship-
ping minister Sarbananda
Sonowal on Friday launched
India's first EXIM grade
container.

Global shipping major
AP Moller-Maersk placed
an order for 1,000 India-
manufactured shipping con-
tainers. The EXIM shipping
container has been manu-
factured in India for the
company at the Maersk-
CONCOR Inland Container
Depot in Dadri in Uttar
Pradesh. "The unveiling of
the first India-manufac-
tured EXIM shipping con-
tainer for a leading global

Centre ready for elect-

shipping line is a defining
milestone in our journey
towards Atmanirbhar
Bharat. It reflects the grow-
ing confidence of global
industry in India's manufac-
turing capabilities and our
commitment to building
world-class maritime infra-
structure,” Sonowal said.

Maersk placed the order for
containers with DCM
Shriram Group. The min-
istry said the first India-
manufactured container has
been produced in accor-
dance with internationally
accepted quality and safety
standards, including ISO
specifications and the

International Convention
for Safe Containers (CSC),
making it suitable for global
deployment.

This aligns with govt's
efforts to promote domestic
manufacturing through pol-
icy interventions, including
the Rs 10,000 crore
Container Manufacturing
Promotion Scheme (CMPS)
framework announced in
the Budget for domestic
container manufacturing.

Sonowal said the scheme
envisages an annual manu-
facturing capacity boost by
10 times upto 7.5 lakh twen-
ty-foot equivalent unit
(TEUs), supported through
capital assistance, opera-
tional incentives, research,
testing and technology
development.

MP man's life sentence for killing wife reduced over 'can have

1,000 husbands like you' remark HC calls it 'grave provocation'

New Delhi,Agency: The Madhya Pradesh high
court has reduced the life sentence of a man convicted
of killing his 7-month-pregnant wife to 7 years of rig-
orous imprisonment, holding that the assault was not
premeditated but was triggered by a "sudden and grave
provocation" after she allegedly told him she "can keep
a thousand husbands" like him.

In its June 18 verdict, a division bench of Justices Vivek Agarwal and
Avanindra Kumar Singh observed that the woman's remark was an indirect ref-
erence to the "worthlessness" of her husband, implying that "he has no value as
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ister in video, sparks outcry

Srinagar,Agency: A viral
video of a 12-year-old child criti-
cising J&K education minister
Sakina Itoo took another turn
Friday with Kashmir's chief cler-
ic Mirwaiz Umar Farooq terming
the remarks "impolite" and the
govt-run Child Welfare
Committee (CWC) summoning
the news portal that first
uploaded the clip.

CWC also ordered cops to
take steps to get the clip removed
and register an FIR. In the video,
the child denounces Itoo for not
announcing summer vacations
in the Valley despite tempera-
tures rising above 35 degrees
Celsius. He is heard saying he
"feels the minister may not have
children who attend school and
she herself might be sitting in an
AC room". Summer vacations in
schools in the Valley are usually
announced by authorities for
around two weeks in July-Aug,
with the exact dates depending
on the weather. The video has
generated heated social media
debate. Many have defended the
child's views as free expression,
praised his arguments and asked
other children to emulate him,
while others have criticised him
for what they describe as a "trou-
bling lapse in basic upbringing
and social values".

Mirwaiz Farooq expressed
unease. "Society must ask
whether minor children should
be exposed to social media in

prayers. CWC's notice said the

child was "interviewed and
recorded by representatives of
the news portal without obtain-
ing the informed consent of the
parent/legal guardian and with-
out the knowledge or permission
of the concerned school authori-
ties". CWC has directed the jour-
nalists to appear before it even as
the portal submitted a written
statement. Separately, CWC
issued a fresh advisory prohibit-
ing interviewing, filming and dis-
semination of videos involving
children in ways that may com-
promise their privacy, dignity,
safety or overall well-being.

"I took suo motu cognisance
after I saw the viral video. At the
time, I did not know the identity
of the child, his parents or the
school. The video had already
gone viral,"” CWC chairperson
Khair-ul-Nisa said.

Khair-ul-Nisa feared trouble
for the child. "He may not even
be able to return to school due to
the attention the video has
received. The journalists should
have exercised greater discretion
before uploading the video."

ed UT body, Article
371-like safeguards, say
Ladakh groups

Srinagar,Agency: Ladakh
groups held Friday an "informal"
meeting with Union home min-
istry (MHA) officials in Leh,
described it as positive and
declared the two sides had
finalised draft minutes of previ-
ous talks in Delhi on May 22.

According to the finalised
minutes, "while statehood will
remain the long-term aspiration
of Ladakh", a Union Territory
(UT)-level elected body with
executive, financial and legisla-
tive powers" will be set up. Also
discussed were constitutional
safeguards for Ladakh under the
framework of Article 371 with an
agreement to pursue a cus-
tomised model most suitable for
the UT.

Representatives of Leh Apex
Body (LAB) and Kargil
Democratic Alliance (KDA), the
two main political groups in the
region, were part of Friday's
talks. LAB member and environ-
mentalist Sonam Wangchuk did
not attend as he was away in
Delhi at a Cockroach Janata
Party (CJP) protest.

a human being or a husband," and therefore could be treated as a case of sudden
and grave provocation. According to the prosecution, Shiva Kahar, a resident of
Chaurai block in Madhya Pradesh's Chhindwara district, killed his wife Kiran on
September 18, 2021. Kiran, who was seven months pregnant at the time, died

after Kahar allegedly struck her on the head with a stone during an argument.

WMO warns of rapid El Nino devel-
opment during July-September

New Delhi,Agency:
There doesn't appear to be
any respite from El Nino's
impact over the monsoon,
with the latest update of
World Meteorological
Organisation (WMO) Friday
indicating a "rapid develop-
ment" of this climatic phe-
nomenon during July-Sept,
increasing the likelihood of
heatwaves, droughts and
other extreme weather
events in many parts of the
globe, including the Indian
subcontinent.

India is already facing El
Nino's influence with June
recording a huge rainfall
deficit of 40% for the month,

corresponding period last
year. El Nino - a naturally
occurring climate pattern
characterised by above-aver-
age sea-surface temperatures
in the central and eastern
equatorial Pacific Ocean - is
invariably associated with a
weak monsoon and a harsher
summer in India. These
events typically occur every
two to seven years and usual-

affecting the ongoing sowing
operations of almost all
kharif (summer-sown) crops,
thereby reducing the overall
acreage in the country by
around 23% compared to the

Bengaluru, Chandigarh, Delhi
top average income: Report

NewDelhi,Agency:Bengalur
u, Chandigarh and Delhi have the
highest average income in the
country, while Chandigarh,
Thiruvananthapuram and
Vadodara top the charts on aver-
age household spend, a report by
data outfit PRICE and Tata Sons,
accessed exclusively by Media, has
shown. When it comes to overall
demand, the country's top six
cities - Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Kolkata, Chennai and Hyderabad
- account for 46% of the total con-
sumption and two-thirds of the
urban consumption.

Within this, Delhi NCR is by far
the biggest consumption base: At
$126 billion it is as big as the com-
bined heft of Mumbai and
Bengaluru, which adds up to $134
billion. Now, that's because of the
population, as NCR has 7.5 mil-
lion households compared with

4.6 million in Mumbai.

When it comes to scale, NCR
households annually spend over
$33 billion on transportation -
larger than Pune or Ahmedabad's
total consumption market.

Top 100 cities drive 31% of
consumption: The report,
'Many Urban Indias', by PRICE's
Rajesh Shukla and Tata Sons'
Rupa Purushothaman and Vishal
Vaibhaw, has estimated data for
2025-26 on the basis of house-
hold-level microdata from the four
PRICE's ICEO 360-degree surveys
between 2014 and 2023 and sup-
plemented it with numbers from
govt surveys.

It estimated that India's top
100 cities account for less than a
fifth of the population but gener-
ate over a third of the income
and account for 31% of the con-
sumption.

ly last between nine and 12
months.

"El Nino conditions are

already under way and are
forecast to strengthen rapid-
ly into a strong event...

This

will intensify the chances of
drought and heavy rainfall
and the risk of heatwaves on
land and sea in many regions
of the world," said WMO sec-
retary general Celeste Saulo.

Though the rainfall deficit
in India will gradually be
reduced with the spread of
monsoon over the entire
country and due to other
meteorological factors dur-
ing July-Sept, the status of
the Kkharif acreage will
depend on both the quantita-
tive as well as spatial distri-
bution of rains in the 'mon-
soon core zone' - the rain-fed
area where farming is largely
dependent on seasonal rains.

The agriculture ministry's

acreage data shows the total
area
hectares as on June 25 - 23%
less compared to 236 lakh
hectares a year ago.

sown at 182 lakh

such a manner and used for pub-
lic reactions without under-
standing the consequences,"
Mirwaiz told a gathering in
Jamia Mosque after Friday

According to the CWC chief, she
identified the child's school from
his uniform and directed its prin-
cipal to appear Saturday for veri-
fication of facts.

Child abuse ads on Instagram
Govt to summon Meta

New Delhi,Agency:
Government is set to sum-
mon Meta after reports
alleged paid ads on
Instagram promoted child
sexual abuse material in
India. IT minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has directed
MeitY officials to seek a
formal explanation from
the company, sources said
Friday.

Officials said MeitY will
ask Meta to explain how
Instagram's review sys-
tems cleared such ads, if
checks were done before
they went live, and what
action was taken after the
matter was flagged. MeitY
may seek details of the
company's ad-screening
mechanism and safe-
guards to prevent a repeat.

AT used to detect abuse
but crooks hide among our
3bn users: Meta A BBC

investigation said
Instagram showed paid
promotions in India using
explicit terms and links
leading users to Telegram
channels where child sex-
ual abuse materials were
allegedly being sold.

The report said the
ads appeared on an
India-based account and
promotions had passed
Instagram's moderation
systems. Meta said it had
disabled multiple ads and
accounts and blocked vio-
lating URLs, stressing it
has a "zero tolerance pol-
icy for soliciting or shar-
ing CSAM (child sex
abuse material), includ-
ing in ads".

ED auctions for Rs 3 crore Hawker aircraft seized in ponzi case

New Delhi,Agency:

March last year.

The aircraft was

In a first, I
ED has auctioned a Hawker 800A
aircraft through a PSU, MSTC, for Rs
3 crore in a ponzi scam money laun-
dering case of Rs 792 crore against
Capital Protection Force and its pro-
moter Amardeep Kumar.
craft was seized from Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport, Hyderabad, in

auctioned

The air-

Wednesday and the sum fetched will
be used for restitution to "genuine
investors in accordance with the
PMLA" subject to the order of the

special court, the agency said.

A money laundering investiga-
tion was initiated against Capital
Protection Force,
based company responsible for run-
ning a bogus invoice discounting
scheme, Amardeep and others on the
basis of three FIRs registered by the
EOW of Cyberabad. Amardeep is the
CMD of Falcon Group (Capital
Protection Force).

a Hyderabad-

Spouse accused of adultery can't invoke rlght to privacy, says SC

New Delhi,Agency:
Right to privacy under
Article 21 of  the
Constitution cannot be used
as a shield to deny the
spouse access to mobile call
records and details of stay in
a hotel to prove adultery,
Supreme Court said on
Friday as it rejected the plea
of a man who alleged that
disclosure of such informa-
tion in court is violative of
his fundamental right.

A bench of Justices
Manmohan and K Vinod
Chandran upheld the order
of Delhi high court, which
ruled that right to privacy
was not absolute and is sub-
ject to certain reasonable

L ol

restrictions in cases where
public interests are
involved. HC relied on a
constitution bench order of
the apex court, which said
the freedom to have a con-
sensual sexual relationship
outside marriage does not
warrant protection under
Article 21 of  the

Constitution.

This right of privacy
under Article 21 of the
Constitution of India has to
be necessarily subject to

reasonable restrictions,
especially when the restric-
tions are in public interest.
The Hindu Marriage Act
specifically recognises adul-

tery as a ground for divorce
and, therefore, it would not
at all be in pubhc interest
that the court should, on the
ground of right to privacy,
come to the aid of a married
man who, during the subsis-
tence of his marriage, is
alleged to have indulged in
sexual relationships outside
his marriage," the high
court held while approving
the order of the family
court, which directed fur-
nishing of reservation
details of his hotel stay and
call detail records.

The husband thereafter
moved SC, which did not
find any error in the verdict
and dismissed his appeal.



