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Shri Krishna Janmabhoomi-Shahi Idgah dispute | Inquiry report against Justice Varma
Hindu side attends Lok Adalat, proposes relocation of mosque

NEW DELHI, Agency:
A special Lok Adalat was
held in Mathura on Saturday
as part of the Supreme
Court's efforts to explore an
amicable resolution in the
Shri Krishna Janmabhoomi-
Shahi Idgah Mosque dispute,
with only the Hindu plain-
tiffs attending the concilia-
tion proceedings.

The hearing was conduct-
ed before Additional District
and Sessions Judge (ADJ-11)
Surendra Prasad under the
Supreme Court's "Samadhan
Samaroh-2026" initiative
and in accordance with
directions issued by the
Uttar Pradesh State Legal
Services Authority. No repre-
sentative from the Muslim
side was present, according
to the Hindu litigants.

The  District  Legal

Services Authorlty said Lok
Adalats are being organised
across the state and district
levels to examine the possi-
bility of resolving pending
disputes through mutual
consent before a special Lok
Adalat scheduled in the
Supreme Court on August
21, 22 and 23.Advocate
Mahendra Pratap Singh, one

of the Hindu litigants, said
both parties had been asked
by the Supreme Court to
appear before the Lok Adalat
to explore the possibility of a
settlement.

He said the Hindu plain-
tiffs presented their argu-
ments for around 30 min-
utes, while no representative
from the Muslim side attend-

ed the proceedings.

According to Singh, the
Hindu side proposed that if
the Muslim parties agreed to
remove the structure from
the disputed site and relin-
quish their claim, land at an
alternative suitable location
could be considered for con-
structing a mosque. He also
argued that modern technol-
ogy makes it possible to safe-
ly relocate structures.Singh
said the Hindu side placed
historical material before the
bench in support of its claims
and completed the required
documentation during the
proceedings. He added that
if no settlement is reached at
the Mathura level, the matter
could be taken up during the
special Lok Adalat in the
Supreme Court on August
21, 22 or 23.

'Anti-national’ school library book
rocks J&K, 8 officials suspended:

SRINAGAR/JAMMU, Agency: A political storm erupted Saturday in
J&K after it was found that a book for govt school libraries described the region
as "India-occupied Kashmir" and "Indian-held Kashmir" and referred to
banned JKLF founder Magbool Bhat as "Shaheed".Opposition BJP demanded

will be tabled this sess10n° Om Blrla,

New Delhi, Agency: Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla said on
Saturday that the report of the
three-member committee that
probed corruption charges
against Justice Yashwant Varma
will be tabled in Lok Sabha in
the monsoon session beginning
July 20, keeping open the possi-
bility of Parliament taking up
the motion for his removal
despite his decision to resign.

On the sidelines of a pro-
gramme where he addressed
West Bengal MLAs, Birla said
that it will be for House to
decide the next course of action
after the report, which was sub-
mitted to him by the committee
headed by Justice Aravind
Kumar of Supreme Court, is
tabled. The report may be tabled
on the first day of the session.
He noted that members of dif-
ferent parties, belonging to the
governing alliance as well as
opposition, had signed the
notice for Varma's removal.

Removal motion against
Justice Varma in legal grey area
after his resignation

The Allahabad high court
justice, whose name continues
to figure among serving judges
on its portal despite his resigna-
tion, is facing allegations of

Varma's resignation, sources
said it is legally a grey area with
no conclusive view on it.

"The fact remains that his
high court continues to name
him among its serving judges," a
source said, adding that despite
his resignation, the inquiry
committee had gone ahead with
the task of completing its report
and submitted its findings to
Birla.

Varma was a judge at Delhi
HC when the incident came to
light, sparking calls for exem-
plary action against him. He
was later repatriated to his par-
ent Allahabad HC.

Lok Sabha MPs cutting
across party lines, including
Rahul Gandhi of Congress, and
Ravi Shankar Prasad and
Anurag Singh Thakur of BJP,
were among over 146 signato-
ries to the notice against him.

In his statements to the in-
house probe committee set up

AAI withdraws
Srinagar airport clo-
sure for repairs, Omar
Abdullah thanks govt;

SRINAGAR, Agency: AAI
on Saturday withdrew its pro-
posed closure of Srinagar airport
on Mondays-Tuesdays from July
1-Sept 30 and plans for a full clo-
sure from Oct 1-16. The closure
was planned for "runway mainte-
nance and other repairs" by IAF,
which operates the airfield.

J&K CM Omar Abdulah
expressed "gratitude to govt of
India for its prompt and positive
response to the concerns regard-
ing the proposed runway clo-
sure".

The two-week shutdown was
expected to impact the Union
Territory's tourism sector as it
coincides with the peak Durga
puja holiday season, a period that
typically sees a large influx of
tourists, particularly from Bengal.

Omar had personally taken up
the issue with Centre. "The deci-
sion ensures uninterrupted air
connectivity to the region, pre-
venting disruption to travel,
tourism and economic activity,"
he said.

He reiterated that maintaining
seamless air connectivity was
vital for J&K's economy, particu-
larly during the peak tourist sea-
son, and thanked Centre for
responding promptly.

education minister Sakina Itoo's resignation, sought an immediate ban on the
book and criminal action against those responsible, while lieutenant governor
Manoj Sinha's administration suspended eight school education department
officials, blacklisted authors and publishers, withdrew two books from govt
school libraries and ordered a high-level inquiry.Assembly leader of opposition
Sunil Sharma alleged "Personalities and Legends of J&K" - the book supplied to
govt school libraries under the central scheme Samagra Shiksha - promoted an
"anti-national" narrative. "The book should be banned immediately. Those
responsible for approving, publishing and distributing it must be identified and
he said, demanding Itoo's dismissal and a probe covering

held accountable,"

officials,

"including those at the ministerial level".

turned

PoK 'infiltrator' saved by love, sent back

home

SRINAGAR, Agency:
Romance bloomed
across the LoC and drew
Zeeshan Mir past the
treacherous line, only for
him to be caught until
love finally saved the
day.

The 22-year-old from =

Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) was
repatriated home Saturday,
over a month after he was
intercepted crossing the LoC
in north Kashmir's Uri, as
authorities viewed his intru-
sion as the desperate attempt
of a lover to meet his beloved
rather than a case of a con-
ventional infiltration.

The resident of PoK's
Pankedi village was handed
over to Pakistani defence
forces at Uri's Kaman
Crossing after all legal for-
malities that followed a
"three-minute meeting" with
Iram Bano, his lady love who
lives in Tilawari village near

the LoC.
The handover capped a

heart-wrenching turn of
events that began on May 31
when Mir was caught in
Silikote area, followed by
Iram's short detention to ver-
ify his version. Soon after, a
video went viral purportedly
showing the couple identify-
ing themselves while
responding to questions from
an unseen person, believed to
be a security official. While
Iram was let off soon and
spared a case, Mir was
booked under several laws,
including the Foreigners Act.

However, an Uri court
later accepted J&K
police's final report say-
ing Mir had crossed over
for Iram and closed the
case, resulting in his
acquittal.Police officials
confirmed it was a case
of love, with the two fam-
ilies on two sides of the
border related and the
couple communicating with
each other through social
media. Mir's family was orig-
inally from Uri but migrated
to PoK decades ago, the offi-
cers added.Iram's family had
kept in touch with Mir during
the time legal proceedings
were on and he was kept at
Uri police station. "We got
clothes and shoes for him,"
said Afroza Begam, Iram's
mother.Saturday's meeting
was fleeting, though. Afroza
said they were allowed to see
Mir only for three minutes
before he was taken for repa-
triation.

wads of destroyed currency
notes were discovered at an out-
house of his New Delhi bunga-
low by emergency response offi-
cers following a fire incident in
March last year.

Asked about the opinion that
the motion, which is dictated by
the Judges Inquiry Act, had

financial irregularities after

infructuous after

by then CJI Sanjiv Khanna and
later to the committee formed
by Birla, Varma had protested
his innocence and claimed igno-
rance of how the large amount
of unaccounted money was
found at his residence.

He submitted his resignation
to President Droupadi Murmu
in April this year.

Jaishankar to visit six countries
strengthen ties, launch UNSC campalgn

New Delhi, Agency:
External affairs minister S
Jaishankar is set to
embark on a six-nation
visit from July 5 to 15, cov-
ering Qatar, Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, the United
States and Belgium.

Jaishankar will visit the
four Gulf countries from
July 5 to 10, where he is
scheduled to meet his
counterparts and leader-
ship figures. According to
the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA), the visit
will focus on strengthen-
ing India's bilateral rela-
tions and exchanging
views on regional develop-
ments and issues of mutu-
al interest.

Following the Gulf tour,
he will travel to New York
on July 13 to launch
India's official campaign
for a non-permanent seat

in the United Nations
Security Council for the
2028-29 term.

He will then visit
Brussels on July 14 and 15
to attend the third India-
EU Trade and Technology
Council meeting and hold
discussions with counter-
parts from the European
Union and Belgium.

The multi-nation tour
reflects India's continued
diplomatic engagement
with key partners in the
Gulf, Europe and the
United  States, while
advancing its strategic and
economic interests.

Oz PM stresses trade, defence & India's passport ranking slips, remains 0uts1de top 100; Which nations are in top 10?

tech ahead of talks with Modi;

New Delhi, Agency: Ahead
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Australia, his coun-
terpart Antony Albanese has said
he looks forward to strengthening
the 'deep partnership' between
the two countries.

A statement from the office of
Albanese said "Our cooperation
on trade, defence and security,
and technology is delivering ben-
efits for both countries". Modi
will be in Australia from July 8-10
and will meet Albanese in
Melbourne for the Australia-India
Annual Leaders' Summit.

"The Australia-India relation-
ship has never been more conse-
quential, and our partnership fos-
ters peace, stability and prosperi-
ty in the Indo-Pacific,” Albanese
said.

The relationship between the
two countries is underpinned by a
"comprehensive strategic part-
nership" and supported by deep
economic and cultural connec-
tions. Modi and Albanese last met
on the margins of the G20
Summit in Johannesburg in
November 2025.

Meanwhile, defence coopera-
tion between the two countries
has emerged as one of the fastest-

NEW DELHI, Agency: India has
slipped to 125th in the Global Passport

behind countries

New

Index 2026, remaining outside the top
100 despite a marginal improvement
last year. After climbing to 124th in
2025 from 127th between 2021 and
2023, the country has once again lost
ground and now offers visa-free access
to just 26 destinations.The Indian
passport ranks below Namibia and
such

Delhi, Agency:

N

as the

WORLD

Philippines, Morocco and Uzbekistan,
while staying ahead of Azerbaijan and
Kyrgyzstan.Indian passport holders
can travel visa-free or obtain a visa on

growing pillars of the partnership.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh visited Australia in
October 2025. The first visit of
an Indian Defence Minister to
Australia in 12 years was impor-
tant due to a number of strategi-
cally important outcomes such
as signing of landmark agree-
ments and MoUs, institution of
an annual Defence Ministers
Dialogue, and conduct of the
first ever India-Australia
Defence Industry Round Table
at Sydney.The 2nd Defence
Ministers' Dialogue was held in
new Delhi in June when
Australia's  Deputy  Prime
Minister and Defence Minister
Richard Marles visited India.

India is set to achieve a sig-
nificant milestone in its

semiconductor  journey,
with five semiconductor
manufacturing plants

expected to be operational
by the end of 2026, Union
Minister for Electronics and
Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw has said.

The minister said that of
the 12 semiconductor proj-
ects approved by the
Central Government, three
are already in commercial
production, while two more
plants are scheduled to be
inaugurated in the coming
months. By the end of
2026, five semiconductor
plants are expected to be
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the

operational
country, marking a major
expansion of India's domes-

across

tic chip manufacturing
capacity.The CG Semi
Outsourced Semiconductor
Assembly and Test (OSAT)
facility in Sanand, Gujarat,
commenced commercial
production, becoming the

wul
China

country's third semicon-
ductor plant to do so this
year. The facility was inau-
gurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday. Vaishnaw
described the plant as not
just a technical achieve-
ment but also a symbol of

social change. Young
women from Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya

Pradesh, Bihar, Jammu &
Kashmir, Kerala, and
Gujarat are finding employ-
ment as operators at the
facility, having travelled to
Malaysia for specialized
training. He added that as
India's own semiconductor
ecosystem matures, similar
world-class training could

arrival in destinations including
Bhutan, Nepal,
Palestine,
Barbados. However, they still require
a visa to enter around 88 countries,
including the United States,
United Kingdom, Germany, France,
and
Emirates.Among India's neighbours,
China is the highest-ranked at 104th,
ahead of India at 125th.

Jamaica, Macau,
Tunisia, Angola and
the

the United Arab

Five semiconductor plants to be operational by end of 2026, says Vaishnaw

increasingly be made avail-
able within the country
itself.Vaishnaw said chips
manufactured at the facility

will serve automobiles,
scooters, and industrial
equipment domestically,

while also being exported to
Japan, the United States,
and Europe, positioning
India as a meaningful con-
tributor to the global semi-
conductor supply chain.He
further stated that India's
electronics manufacturing
sector has grown into an
industry worth close to ?13
lakh crore, supporting over
25 lakh jobs, progress he
said would establish India
as a global technology
power.



