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Nitin Gadkari pushes hydrogen

New Delhi,
Agency: Minister
for Road Transport
and Highways Nitin
Gadkari on Tuesday
said India must accel-
erate its transition to
alternative fuels, par-
ticularly  hydrogen
and ethanol, to reduce
its dependence on
costly  fossil  fuel
imports, strengthen
energy security, create
jobs and cut pollution.He
also challenged critics of the
E20 (20 per cent ethanol-
blended) petrol mandate to
point out even one vehicle
that had experienced issues
due to the fuel blend, amid
concerns over reduced fuel
efficiency and criticism of
the policy.

Addressing the impor-
tance of energy self-
reliance, Gadkari said India
spends nearly Rs 23 lakh
crore annually on import-
ing fossil fuels, with around
87 per cent of its crude oil
and energy requirements
being met through imports.
He said the recent conflict

in West Asia had once
again exposed the risks

dependence on foreign
energy supplies, affecting
global oil and gas mar-
kets. The minister was
speaking at the Vikshit
Bharat Conclave &
Maharashtra Ke Gaurav
Coffee Table launch here.
Questioning whether
India should continue
spending such a massive
amount on fuel imports,
Gadkari said the money
could instead be invested
within the country to gener-
ate employment opportuni-
ties for young people,
increase farmers' incomes,
strengthen the domestic
economy, and create a
cleaner environment.

ethanol to cut fossil fuel imports

Empha51smg the gov-
ernment's focus on alterna-
tive fuels, the minister said
hydrogen would play a cru-
cial role in India's future
energy landscape. He said
the  government had
launched two hydrogen-
powered trucks - one based
on hydrogen fuel cell tech-
nology and another pow-
ered by a hydrogen internal
combustion engine, replac-
ing conventional diesel or
petrol.

'He further said hydro-
gen-powered buses were
also being introduced, with
a pilot project underway in
Nagpur where green hydro-
gen would be produced
locally, supplied to buses,
and used for public trans-
port operations.

4 officials from environ-
ment minister Bhupender
Yadav's office removed

New Delhi, Agency:

The

Meta Tuesday

After govt notice, Meta details child safety steps

New Delhi, Agency:
announced a fresh set of measures to combat
child exploitation across its platforms, days after
the Indian govt issued a notice over Instagram s
allegedly carrying child sexual abuse material,
putting further pressure on the company to
strengthen its safety systems.

In a blog post, the company said it had already
identified and disabled several offending s and accounts before the issue was
flagged publicly. A subsequent investigation led to the removal of additional ads,
disabling of more accounts and blocking of URLs linked to policy-violating con-
tent. Meta said it uses advanced Al tools to detect accounts sharing suspicious
off-platform links and other signals associated with child exploitation. "In the
last six months alone, this led to the removal of 160,000 accounts in India," the
company said. Rejecting claims that its advertising systems deliberately targeted
users with an inappropriate interest in children, Meta said its technology detects

OO Meta

Paradigm shift needed to
tackle mounting pendency of
over 5.61 crore cases: SC

New Delhi, Agency: As the
Indian judiciary faces the daunt-
ing task of clearing more than
5.61 crore cases pending in vari-
ous courts across the country,
the Supreme Court has called for
a paradigm shift in the manner
of dealing with "one of the great-
est challenges to the justice
delivery system in India".

As on July 8, 2026, there are
more than 4.97 crore (1.12 crore
civil and 3.85 crore criminal)
cases pending in district courts
across India. The 25 high courts
have over 64.53 lakh (44.96 lakh
civil and 19.57 lakh criminal)
cases awaiting disposal while the
figure for the Supreme Court
stood at 95,268 (773,671 Civil and
21,597 Criminal) "There is no
dispute that mounting pendency
of cases across District Courts,
High Courts and the Supreme
Court poses one of the greatest
challenges to the justice delivery
system in India. The constitu-
tional courts have rightly
assumed responsibility for
addressing this problem and
judges at all levels remain deeply
concerned about delays and
arrears. Yet, pendency continues
to be viewed almost exclusively
as a judicial responsibility," a
Bench of Justice PS Narasimha
and Justice Alok Aradhe said on
Tuesday.

"This approach overlooks a
fundamental reality that the Bar
is not merely a stakeholder but
an equal institutional partner in
the administration of justice.
Despite frequent references to
the Bar and Bench as the two

wheels of the chariot of justice,
the Bar is seldom called upon to
share responsibility for reducing
delays and improving efficiency.
A paradigm shift is necessary," it
emphasised.

Tackling pendency must
become a collaborative mission
of the Bench and the Bar.
Through coordinated planning,
institutional commitment, and
shared accountability, meaning-
ful access to justice can be
achieved. The first step is to
equip and train lawyers to work
as a team and then to work with
courts and judges for effective
and efficient delivery of justice,"
the top court said. "There is a
necessity, rather a compelling
need, to kindle among advocates
a deeper and a renewed sense of
bond and shared responsibility
for timely disposal of cases as
reducing pendency is as much
the duty of the Bar as it is of the
Bench," it added. "To achieve
these objectives, serious consid-
eration should be given to insti-
tutionalising "future continu-
ous" learning for lawyers.
Episodic and bouquet present-
ing seminars and conferences
must give way to more serious
and committed learning," the
Bench said.

Centre has removed four officials
from environment minister
Bhupender Yadav's office. The
officials are Yadav's private secre-
tary, assistant private secretary
and two additional private secre-
taries. Yadav's private secretary,
Amar Singh, a 2010 batch IRS
officer, was removed on "admin-
istrative grounds". The appoint-
ments of assistant private secre-
tary Siddharth Yadav and an
additional private secretary,
Ayush Saran, both political
appointees, were terminated with
immediate effect. The other addi-
tional private secretary, Shailesh
Kumar Singh - a Central
Secretariat Service official - was
"prematurely repatriated" to his
parent cadre, department of per-
sonnel and training. While politi-
cal and bureaucratic circles spec-
ulated about the possible trigger,
Jairam Ramesh of Congress
raised suspicions of a scam. "The
news of the sackings of four mem-
bers of the staff of the Union
Minister of Environment, Forests
and Climate Change is shocking.
It is no secret how such appoint-
ments are made in the first place
during the Modi regime.

'You can run but can't hide': Armed forces neu-
tralise Lashkar terrorlst in J &K's Shopian

New Delhi, Agency:
Armed forces on Wednesday
killed a Lashkar-e-Taiba ter-
rorist in an encounter in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Shopian. In a social media
post on X, Jammu and
Kashmir Police said," You
Can Run But You Can't
Hide!" "One Lashkar terror-
ist neutralised by SOG
Shopian, in a Jt Op, along
with RR and CRPF," it
added.The encounter comes
after armed forces launched
a combing operation in
Shopian to track down two
local terrorists of the banned
Lashkar-e-Taiba which is led
by India's most wanted Hafiz
Saeed. The two terrorists
were first spotted by surveil-
lance cameras on July 3 in a
dense orchard in the
Meemandar area, which
comprises seven villages. A

| tional personnel to seal all

joint team of several Army
columns, the Jammu and

Kashmir Police, and the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) maintained a tight
cordon around the area.

The trapped terrorists,
identified as Latif and Zakir,
allegedly opened fire on
Army personnel as they
closed in, triggering an
exchange of fire, officials
said. The Army's specialised
counter-insurgency  unit,
Victor Force, deployed addi-

possible escape routes
through the thick orchard
foliage and illuminated the
area.

Officials said the dense
foliage during the summer
months provides natural
cover, making surveillance
difficult and  allowing
trapped terrorists to exploit
blind spots to breach security
cordons.

According to security
records, both terrorists are
residents of south Kashmir's
Kulgam district. Zakir has
reportedly been associated
with the LeT since 2024,
while Latif joined the outfit
last year. Officials said
Shopian has historically
served as a key transit corri-
dor linking south Kashmir
with central Kashmir and the
Pir Panjal range.

It got Rs 160 crore from TMC'; ED searches
Kolkata company over alrcraft deal

New Delhi, Agency:
Enforcement Directorate
Tuesday carried out search-
es in Kolkata to probe the
purchase of an aircraft -
Embraer 600 - and an
Agusta 109 SP helicopter
for Rs 112 crore by Kolkata-
based Carewell Aviation
India Pvt Ltd, and Rs 160
crore it allegedly had got
from TMC.

This aviation company,
incorporated in Sept 2021
after TMC came to office for
the third time in Bengal
with 215 seats, had rented
the Embraer and the chop-
per to TMC as it received
funds during 2023 and
2026. Searches were con-
ducted at five places in
Kolkata in connection with
alleged dishonest financial
dealings, sources said.

Searches were conduct-
ed over unlawful collection

of money and routing of
suspected funds through
certain bank accounts of
TMC," sources said.

A senior official said the

premises searched
belonged to Carewell group
of companies. "It has been
revealed that around Rs
160 crore was transferred
from TMC accounts to
Carewell Aviation India Pvt
Ltd and its related entity,
possibly between April
2023 and June 2026.
Carewell Aviation routed Rs
82.9 crore to another newly
incorporated related entity
in this period," he added.

'Can't use court as political platform'
SC declines DMK's plea against Vijay

New Delhl, Agency:
Supreme Court Tuesday dis-
missed a plea by DMK seeking an
order restraining Tamil Nadu CM
Joseph Vijay from making state-
ments on the Karur stampede and
told the party not to use the judi-
cial forum as a political platform
to proceed against an adversary.
It also asked how a court could
tell the elected head of a state
what to say.

At the outset of the hearing, a
bench of Justices K
Viswanathan and Alok Aradhe
expressed reservations on enter-
taining the plea against the CM
and other state ministers. "You
want the CM's message to be reg-
ulated by SC and fix his itiner-
ary?" the bench said.

Senior advocate Ranjit Kumar,
appearing for the petitioner, said
TVK ministers were making pub-
lic statements that were creating a
"narrative" on the stampede case.
He said compensation was being
paid to the victims' families and
they were also being given com-
passionate appointm-ents, hint-
ing that these may influence those
who were witnesses. The bench
asked how these could affect the
investigation.

"So you want us to impose an
injunction on free speech? You
counter their speech with your
speech. How does SC, in a matter
where it ordered a CBI investiga-
tion, allow the impleadment of a
political rival?" it said.

Kumar referred to SC's order
in the Arvind Kejriwal case, where
the then Delhi CM was asked not
to make statements, and pleaded
that a similar order be passed ag-
ainst the TN CM. The bench
pointed out the latter was not an
accused in the case.

When Kumar said Vijay was
accused number one, the court
asked him to verify the facts as the
CM had not been named in the
first FIR lodged during DMK
govt's tenure.

9 Indian ships with over 190 seafarers still near Hormuz

New Delhi, Agency: As on
Tuesday, 50 Indian-flagged and for-
eign-flagged ships, with cargo bound
for India, have transited the Strait of
Hormuz since the start of the West
Asia conflict on Feb 28.

At present, only nine Indian ves-
sels are in the Persian Gulf region -
in the West of Strait of Hormuz -
with 198 Indian seafarers onboard.

"The vessels are not struck, and

are currently trading or engaged in
the region," a shipping ministry offi-

cial said. There are no updates on
whether ships from India are waiting
to go to West Asia through the Strait
to pick up fresh consignments.
Industry insiders said that it may
take a little longer for shipping lines
to plan resume sending their vessels
to the area. Officials said that while
18-flagged ships have sailed through
the strait safely, the remaining 32 are
foreign-flagged.

Wayanad landslide: Search on for 5 missing
unnatural death case reglstered say police

New Delhi, Agency: A
day after a landslide at the
tunnel road construction
site in this hill district
claimed three lives, exten-
sive search operations are
ongoing to find five people
who are still missing fol-
lowing the incident, police

said on Wednesday.
Wayanad SP
Devamanohar told

reporters that a case of
unnatural death has been
registered in connection
with the landslide and an
investigation launched.
Giving details of the res-
cue efforts, he said that

L ol

cadaver dogs, fire force per-
sonnel and NDRF teams
have been deployed and the
area divided into four zones
to carry out the search.

He said that areas down-

stream of the river are also
being searched and the road
towards Chooralmala has
been cleared. But, there is a
lot more mud to be cleared
from the incident site, and

it can be done only after the
search operations are com-
pleted, the officer said.

The state government, a
day ago, had contended that
it was a "man-made disas-
ter" as the mud accumulat-
ed at the construction site
had not been removed
despite directions from the
district administration and
Public Works Department
Minister PK Basheer.

The general manager of
the construction company
refuted it and claimed that
the landslide occurred
much above the work site.



