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Crew rescued after
India-flagged ship hit
by projectile sinks

-

-

e

New Delhi, Agency:
Indian cargo ship MSV
Faize Noore Oliya was hit
by a projectile in Red Sea
off Yemen Tuesday, caus-
ing the vessel to capsize
and sink, shipping minis-
ter Sarbananda Sonowal
said, adding all 14 seafar-
ers, including 13 Indian
nationals, have been res-
cued. India condemned
this "unprovoked attack
on the defenceless mech-
anised sailing vessel" and
said continuing incidents
of attacks on commercial
shipping in the region are
deeply worrisome.
Sonowal said crew mem-
bers were rescued by
Yemeni coast guard and
brought to Port of Mokha.

Govt dismisses reports
of fuel quality issues
says checks on

New Delhi, Agency:
Dismissing reports of fuel
quality issues at outlets,
govt Tuesday said addi-
tional checks have been
introduced by oil market-
ing companies (OMCs) to
detect fuel contamination
and adulteration. In a
post on X, the petroleum
ministry said OMCs were
regularly monitoring fuel
quality, water ingress and
contamination, and that
only two cases of chloride
contamination had been
detected so far.

"In addition to the
advanced and elaborate
testing protocols already
in place, further checks
have been instituted,
including water ingress
testing 8-12 times a day at
over 87,000 outlets. Over
2,000 samples have also
been tested for chlo-
ride/sulphide.

Tie compensation
to functional dis-
ability, says SC

New Delhi, Agency
Holding that functional
disability faced by a road
accident victim should be
the deciding factor for
granting compensation and
not doctor-certified med-
ical disability, SC has grant-
ed compensation of Rs 83.3
lakh to a minor who met
with an accident when she
was just six months old and
is now suffering from
severe spinal cord and neu-
rological injuries. Though
the doctor certified her
90% disabled, a bench held
that she was suffering from
100% functional disability
and quantified the com-
pensation on that basis.
"..In the given facts of a
case, a lesser physical dis-
ability may result in a much
higher functional disability
and in an appropriate case,
even amount to complete
loss of earning capacity,"
the bench said, adding it
would be reasonable to
assume that functional
incapacity resulting out of a
particular bodily injury
may be higher and greater
than what may be medical-
ly perceived.

Govt distances itself from Hasina
event but Dhaka not convinced

New Delhi,
Agency: Ahead of for-
mer Bangladesh PM
Sheikh Hasina's media
address, the Indian gov-
ernment sought to dis-
tance itself from the
event saying that India
doesn't endorse the
views that may be
expressed at the event.
However, Dhaka, which
had raised the issue with
Indian high commission-

vinced as diplomatic
sources said allowing
Hasina to make a politi-
cal speech might rock an
already unsteady rela-
tionship.

Hasina, who has
announced she plans to
return to Bangladesh in
December despite the
death sentence awarded
to her, is scheduled to
virtually address a media
event at the foreign cor-

This would be Hasina's
first media address since
she fled to India after

The MEA said that the
interaction was being
organized by a private
media entity. "The gov-
ernment has no involve-
ment whatsoever in it.
Neither does it endorse
any views that may be
expressed at the forum,"
said spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal. The
ministry recently told a
Parliamentary commit-
tee that while providing

the principle that no
political activity is direct-
ed against any other
country from Indian soil.

The Indian govern-
ment also for the first
time confirmed that
Bangladesh PM Tarique
Rahman had been invit-
ed by India for the BRICS
summit that it will host
in September. While PM
Narendra Modi had ear-
lier invited Rahman to

er Dinesh Trivedi on
Monday, remains uncon-

Sudden drop in altitude: Flyers injured as Air India's
Phuket-Delhi flight encounters turbulence

e

New Delhi, Agency: Some
passengers and crew members
onboard Air India's Phuket-
Delhi flight (AI 2379) suffered
aircraft
turbulence
Tuesday morning, causing a
sudden drop in altitude by 300
feet. An AI with medical support
received the 134 passengers
onboard the Airbus A320 on
arrival just after 11 am. Over 10
passengers and two crew mem-
bers are learnt to have been
taken to the Medanta medical
airport.
Subsequently, 14 injured - 10

injuries when the
encountered

centre at the

US Congressman warns FCRA
Bill could affect Indla US ties

New Delhi,
Agency: A US lawmak-
er on Tuesday criticised
the amendments pro-
posed to India's foreign
funding law, alleging
that they could allow the
government to take over

respondents’
Wednesday

club on
evening.
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being deposed on August
5, 2024.

-

in-flight

passengers and four crew mem-
bers - were shifted to Medanta
Hospital in Gurugram and India
Spinal Injury Centre in Vasant
Kunj. An AI spokesperson said
the aircraft "experienced a brief
turbulence-related
event during cruise, resulting in
a momentary change in altitude.

Child rights body takes up with Meta
issue of CSAM ads on Instagram

New Delhi,
Agency: National
Commission for

Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) has
taken up the issue of
alleged
ments linked to child

injuries

ings local).

advertise-

refuge to Hasina, India
had strictly adhered to

The aircraft landed safely in
Delhi and all passengers and
crew have safely disembarked.
There have been no serious
injuries reported as of now. A
small number of passengers and
crew members with minor
requiring medical
assessment have been taken to a
medical facility at the airport for
precautionary examination and -
care by Air India's airport team - a
and medical personnel.”

The A320 had taken off from
Phuket at 8.27 am and landed in
Delhi just after 11 am (all tim-

N Metd

India for a bilateral visit,
the government said that

the invitation on this
occasion is for a BRICS
outreach session and in
Rahman's capacity as the
current chair of BIM-
STEC. While Bangladesh
aspires for BRICS mem-
bership and has already
received support from
Russia and China for its
candidature, Rahman
will likely be wary of any
domestic fallout of trav-
elling to India amid the
unresolved Hasina extra-
dition issue.

From launch to data, tech to Isro facil-
ity, pvt firms to get 30-100% subsidy
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(DoS).

Bengaluru, Agency:
Indian private space com-
panies and non-government
entities will receive govt
support ranging from 30%
to 100% on everything from
launch services and technol-
ogy transfer to satellite data
and access to Isro facilities
under two new schemes of
the Department of Space

Launch Services Price-sup-
port Scheme (LSPS) and the
Price Support Scheme -

ble

The incentives -

Pawan Goenka told Media:
"The idea is to make the
launches
Therefore, we are trying to
defray the cost of launch,
thereby making the launch
cost globally competitive.
The ultimate beneficiary
will be the satellite launch."

Under Category A, eligi-

competitive.

entities can receive up to

50% support for using Isro
and DoS launch facilities.
The benefit extends to
NGEs, government entities

launch vehicle

churches and religious
charities and warning
that the issue could
affect India-US ties.US
Congressman Riley
Moore said the pro-
posed changes to the
Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act
(FCRA) amounted to "a
clear attack against
Christians" and urged
India not to proceed
with the legislation in its
current form.

In a post on X, the
Republican
Congressman from
West Virginia said
Christianity had a long
history in India dating

'100% pure'? Stop misleading prod-

back to the arrival of St
Thomas the Apostle on
the Malabar Coast.

"But despite this
long Christian history,
India's Parliament is
considering amending
Foreign Contribution
Regulation Amendment
(FCRA) rules to permit
government takeovers
of churches and reli-
gious charities," Moore
wrote. "This is a clear
attack against
Christians. If this bill
proceeds in this way, it
would be a point of
major concern in our
bilateral relationship
with India," he added.

sexual exploitative and
abuse material (CSAM)
with Meta and has
instituted an inquiry to
determine the facts of
the matter.

Persons in the know
said NCPCR had taken
note of a media report
that alleged the pres-
ence of advertisements
related to CSAM on the
company's platforms.
The the child rights
body sought an expla-
nation from Meta
regarding the allega-
tions and the company
submitted its response
about a week later.

After examining the

reply, the panel has
now decided to insti-
tute a formal inquiry
into the matter to
ascertain the facts and
examine the issues
raised in the media
report. The develop-
ment comes amid
heightened scrutiny of
online platforms over
child safety. Authorities
have increasingly been
pressing social media
and digital platforms to
strengthen safeguards,
improve content mod-
eration systems and
ensure compliance with
Indian laws aimed at
protecting  children
online.

being implemented by and
Indian National Space
Promotion and

Authorisation Centre (IN-
SPACe) are aimed at lower-
ing entry barriers, making
Indian space businesses
globally competitive and
accelerating private partici-
pation across the sector.
The larger of the two ini-
tiatives is the Launch
Services Price-support
Scheme, with a budget of Rs
800 crore over five years
until June 2031. The
scheme seeks to boost
domestic commercial
launch operations and
strengthen India's position
as a global launch hub.
IN-SPACe chairman

providers. Category B offers
a 30% subsidy on contractu-
al launch costs, or up to
$3,000 per kg, whichever is
lower, for Indian small
launch vehicles carrying
satellites, experiments or
payloads weighing up to
500 kg. The support is avail-
able to satellite owners and
operators. The subsidy
would apply to launches by
Indian private entities from
Indian soil too. "It will be
applicable to [Skyroot's]
Vikram also. Any satellite
launch by an Indian compa-
ny... from Indian soil... we
will directly pay the satellite
guys $3,000 per kg,
Goenka said.

Government: 20 dled in heatstrokes across 4 states

ucts' sale, FSSAI tells Dabur

New Delhi, Agency Ifa
food label says "100% pure",
"100% natural" or "100%
purity guaranteed", con-
sumers may still need to read
it with caution. In one of its
strongest actions against mis-
leading food labels, Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI)
has ordered Dabur India to
stop selling a range of prod-
ucts carrying such claims,
saying they violated food
labelling regulations and
could mislead buyers.

The order covers products
that include organic honey,
apple cider vinegar, virgin
coconut oil, sesame oil, cow
ghee, coconut water and
coconut milk, marketed with
claims such as "100% juice",
"100% purity" and "100%
original".  According to
FSSAI, the company had
made unauthorised organic
claims, creating an impres-
sion of regulatory endorse-
ment. The regulator also
found that some claims on
the labels were not permitted
under Food Safety and
Standards (Advertising and
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Claims) Regulations, 2018.

FSSAI has directed the
company to immediately stop
the sale of the identified prod-
ucts, recall products already
in the market within 15 days
and submit a compliance
report. In a statement, Dabur
said it believes the declara-
tions on its product labels
comply with the prevailing
legal and regulatory frame-
work and are consistent with
long-standing industry prac-
tices. It said it stands by the
purity and quality of its prod-
ucts and has never made mis-
leading claims. Dabur said
that it had begun removing
the "100%" claims from prod-
uct labels, advertisements
and its website, in keeping
with FSSAI's observations,
adding that many products
have already been updated
while others are in the
process of transition.
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New Delhi,

Agency:
Twenty people have died due to
heatstroke across four states
while 4,853 cases of heatstroke
were reported across country
since March 1 this year, home
ministry informed Lok Sabha
Tuesday. Maharashtra recorded
the highest number of fatalities
and Telangana most heatwaves,
junior home minister Nityanand

on the
16th

in the

Rai said. Delhi reported 32 heat-
stroke cases and no deaths.
Rai stated MHA has, acting

recommendations of the
Finance Comimission,

included heatwave and lightning

list of notified natural

calamities under the operational
guidelines for administration of
SDRF and NDRF for the 2026-
31 award period. He added that
a policy framework for providing
relief assistance through SDRF
and NDRF is now in place.

Big clean energy milestone: NPCIL cumulatively generates over 1,000
bn units of N-power, avoids 860 million tons of C02 emissions

New Delhi,
Agency: In a milestone
for India's clean energy
production,  Nuclear
Power Corporation of
India Limited (NPCIL)
has cumulatively gener-
ated over 1,000 billion
units of nuclear electric-
ity. NPCIL said Tuesday,
"Since commencement
of commercial opera-
tion, NPCIL's nuclear
power plants have
cumulatively generated
over 1,000 billion units
of clean electricity,
thereby avoiding over
860 million tonnes of

L ol
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CO2 equivalent emis-
sions into the environ-

ment." "This milestone
reflects NPCIL's stead-
fast commitment to
deliver safe, reliable and
sustainable nuclear
power, strengthening
India's energy security
while supporting the

nation's clean energy
transition and climate
goals," it said on X
To give the scale of
how much carbon
emission is avoided, a
typical passenger vehi-
cle emits about 4.6
metric tonnes of CO2
per year. Avoiding 860
million tonnes is equal
to taking roughly 187
million gasoline-pow-
ered cars going off the
road for an entire year.
At least 860 million
tonnes is roughly equiv-
alent to the total annual
greenhouse gas emis-

sions of a major indus-
trial  country like
Germany or Japan for a
full year. Govt has
drawn up a roadmap for
reaching the 100 GW
nuclear power capacity
in the next two decades
by 2047, as announced
in the Nuclear Energy
Mission in the Budget
2025-26, thereby
increasing the share of
reliable,  low-carbon
base-load nuclear ener-
gy in the country's ener-
gy mix and reaching the
goal of net zero carbon
emissions by 2070.



