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Life's changed in
J&K, Ladakh since
Article 370, 35(A)

repeal: PM Modi

New Delhi, Agency:
The lives of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir,
and Ladakh have wit-
nessed wide-ranging
transformation since
Articles 370 and 35(A)
were repealed, PM
Narendra Modi said on
the seventh anniversary
of the decision, stating
that the removal of the
erstwhile state's special
status marked a decisive
new chapter for the
region, now divided into
two Union territories
(UTs). Modi emphasised
the special significance of
the anniversary as his
govt is commemorating
the 125th birth anniver-
sary of BJP's ideological
inspiration Syama Prasad
Mookerjee this year.

Centre deploys national
team as Chandipura out-
break probe 1nten31ﬁes

New

Delhi,
Agency: With 35 labora-
tory-confirmed
Chandipura virus infec-

tions and 22 deaths
among 184 suspected
cases reported in chil-
dren under 15 across
Gujarat this monsoon,
and the virus also affect-
ing children from neigh-
bouring Rajasthan, the
Centre on Wednesday
deployed a National
Joint Outbreak Response
Team (NJORT) to
strengthen outbreak
investigations and accel-
erate scientific efforts to
contain the disease.
Chandipura virus, a
sandfly-borne virus that
primarily affects chil-
dren, can rapidly
progress from fever to
acute encephalitis syn-
drome (AES), a severe

Supreme Court acquits
man in jail for 22 years

for wrong conviction

New Delhi, Agency:
A trial court's failure to
evaluate the evidence
properly and the Odisha
High Court remaining a
mute spectator resulted in
22 years being erased
from a person's life as he
was wrongly convicted
and his appeal was not
heard by the high court.
Finally, the Supreme
Court has come to his res-
cue and acquitted him.

It is a classic case
where a poor litigant's
fight for justice is frustrat-
ed at the altar of the judi-
ciary itself, when the court
refused hearing on techni-
cal grounds. The poor
convict had already spent
12 years in jail when he
approached the high
court. The high court
refused to hear him on the
technical ground that
there was a delay in filing
an appeal, and it pro-
longed his stay in jail by 10
more years before he was
acquitted by the Supreme
Court, which had to admit
that "access to justice still
eludes the marginalised
sections of our society and
especially those convicted
and imprisoned from
among them".

Decide on raising retirement age
of judges by Sept 2: SC to states

New Delhi, Agency:
Attempting to bring judi-
cial officers' retirement
age on a par with that for
HC judges, the Supreme
Court on Wednesday
asked states to decide by
Sept 2 on increasing the
superannuation age of
trial court judges from 60
to 62 years while brush-
ing aside pleas of finan-
cial constraints and the
disparity it would create
vis-a-vis government
employees.

In the early 1990s, the
Supreme Court had
increased through a judg-
ment the retirement age
of judicial officers across
India from 58 to 60
years. This time, howev-
er, a bench of CJI Surya
Kant and  Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana said that instead
of a judicial ruling, it
would be better if state
governments made the
decision on their own.

The strength of trial court

judges has doubled since

10,000 to over 20,000 at

HC judges has increased
from 568 in 1992 to 1,114
now. A few states have
increased the age of
retirement for judicial
officers from 60 to 61,
akin to similar benefits
for government employ-
ees. Some states argued
that increasing the age of

| superannuation of judi-

cial officers to 62 years
would create disparity

would demand identical
benefits, entailing a huge
financial burden for the
government.

But the bench rejected
both these objections. It
said that when a judicial
officer retires, the gov-
ernment pays them a
lump-sum amount and
pension, which is more
than half of their last-
drawn salary. On filling

1992, from

around present. The number of

Cabinet secretary and home sec-
retary get one-year extensions

New Delhi, Agency: The
on Wednesday
gave a one-year extension in
service to cabinet secretary TV
Somanathan and home secre-
tary Govind Mohan. This is the
first such extension for the two
key officers at the Centre. Their
fixed tenure of two years was
coming to an end this month.
In an order, the personnel

government

department said

Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet has approved the exten-
sion in service of Somanathan
as cabinet secretary for one year

Lok Sabha approves Bankers' Books
Evidence Bill w1thout debate

New Delhi,
Agency: The Lok
Sabha on Wednesday
passed the Bankers'
Books Evidence Bill -
replacing a British-era
law - without discus-
sion amid opposition
protests and sloganeer-
ing on multiple issues,
as members refused to
heed the chair's call to
debate the legislation.

The  government
accused the opposition
of disrupting proceed-

ings.  Parliamentary
affairs minister Kiren
Rijiju accused

Congress, Left parties
and SP of being against
Lord Ram and
demanded they apolo-
gise to the nation.
Referrlng to the oppo-
sition's skit in
Parliament, he said it
had "saddened" the
government and

25 India-bound ships in Hormuz; gov-
ernment set to evacuate 13 soon

New Delhi, Agency:
Around three dozen Indian
and other India-bound ships
are currently in the West and
East of the Strait of Hormuz
and Red Sea, with 25 of them
region.
Agencies have identified the
evacuation of 13 of these ves-
sels, which include eight car-
rying fertilisers, crucial for
ongoing Kharif crops, and
three with energy products.

17 India-flagged vessels
along with foreign-flagged
ships are bound for India,
seafarers

in the Hormuz

with  Indians

the beyond Aug

officer

claimed these parties
had opposed Ram tem-

ple construction by
wearing black bands.

Moved by finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, the bill
seeks to align the law
with contemporary dig-
ital banking practices
by recognising digital
and virtual records as
admissible evidence in
courts. Replacing the
Bankers' Books
Evidence Act, 1891, it
expands the definition
of 'bankers' books' to
include records main-
tained in physical, digi-
tal, virtual, cloud-based
or any other form.

Somanathan, a 1987-batch IAS
of TN
appointed to the post in Aug
2024. Mohan's service has been

30, 2026.

cadre, was

extended beyond August 22,
2026, up to August 22, 2027, as
per the order. Mohan, a 1989-
batch TAS officer of Sikkim
cadre, was appointed home sec-
retary in Aug 2024.

All India Services (Death-
cum-Retirement
Rules have a provision to extend
the services of the defence sec-
retary, foreign secretary, home
secretary, director of informa-
tion and broadcasting, secretary
of the Research and Analysis
Wing, and a few others beyond
the retirement age of 60 years.

Benefits)

BJD opposes proposed nuclear plant
in Odisha, warns of mass agltatlon

New Delhi,
Agency: The Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) on
Wednesday opposed the
proposed setting up of a
nuclear power plant in
Odisha, alleging that the
BJP government was
putting public safety at
risk to benefit private
companies. The party
also warned of a
statewide agitation if the
project moved forward.

The criticism came
days after a representa-
tive of a private compa-
ny met Odisha deputy
chief minister KV Singh
Deo, who also holds the
state's energy portfolio.
According to the BJD,
the company has pro-
posed establishing a
3,000 MW nuclear
power plant in Odisha.

Addressing a press
conference, BJD senior
general secretary

mount priority."

distress alerts and

heroes remains our para-

He added that maritime
regulator DGMA is operating
round-the-clock to monitor

) New
coordi-

Lekhashree
Samantsinghar claimed
that a nuclear power
plant would pose a seri-
ous threat to the health
and safety of people liv-
ing in the state. She
accused the BJP's "dou-
ble-engine government"
of ignoring public wel-
fare in favour of corpo-
rate interests.
"Whenever the subject
of nuclear or atomic
energy arises, it natural-
ly creates fear in people's
minds. In 1945, the
nuclear bombings
reduced the Japanese
cities of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki to ruins.

Agency:

ice norms that factor in this con-
troversial technology that some
fear may affect net neutrality.
The draft amendments to the
Standards of Quality of Service
of Access
Wireless)
(Wireline and Wireless) Service
Regulations, 2024, say:
ice provider must ensure that
sufficient capacity is available in
the network and shall submit the

and cause discontent the vacancy, the govern-
among government ment pays a salary to the
employees, who too new appointee.

Government hits out at Pakistan's mali-
cious propaganda against India

New Delhi, Agency:
India slammed Pakistan
for the so-called Youm-e-
Istehsal (Day of
Exploitation), which it
observes on August 5, say-
ing Pakistan's desperate
attempts to peddle false-
hoods are intended solely
to deflect international
attention from its own dis-
mal human rights record
and its status as the global
epicentre of terrorism.

In a statement, ministry
of external affairs (MEA)
said the constitutional
changes made on August 5,
2019, are entirely an inter-
nal matter of India and that
these decisions  had
brought unprecedented
socio-economic develop-
ment, good governance,
and democratic empower-
ment to the people of the
region.

On August 5, 2019, the
government revoked the
special status of J&K grant-
ed under Article 370 and
bifurcated the state into
UTs of J&K and Ladakh.

"India categorically
rejects the political absurd-
ity and futile attempts by
Pakistan to observe the so-
called Youm-e-Istehsal to
spread malicious propa-
ganda against India. Union
Territories of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh are,
have always been, and shall
forever remain an integral
and inalienable part of

India. The international
community is currently
witnessing the brutal sup-
pression of fundamental
rights in Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(PoJK), said the official.

"Recent weeks have
seen Pakistani security
forces resort to lethal vio-
lence, targeted killings, and
draconian bans to silence
peaceful  civil  rights
protests led by the local
populace. Such state-spon-
sored violence against
unarmed civilians exposes
the profound hypocrisy of
the Pakistani establish-
ment," he said.

"Instead of engaging in
predictable diplomatic the-
atre, Pakistan would be
well-advised to stop the
bloodshed in PoJK, take
credible, verifiable, and
irreversible action against
terror networks operating
from its soil, and immedi-

India," said MEA ately vacate all Indian terri-
spokesperson Randhir tories under its illegal and
Jaiswal, adding that forcible occupation. The

Pakistan has no locus stan-
di to comment on matters
that are strictly internal to

world is not fooled by these
orchestrated spectacles,"
added the official.

Trai unveils draft service quality norms for network slicing

New Delhi,
Network slicing, which enables
telecom service providers to pro-
vide different speeds of internet
to different categories of con-
sumers, could soon become a
reality in India. Following a
request from some large opera-
tors, the telecom department
had asked Trai to examine this,
and on Wednesday, the regula-
tor issued a draft quality of serv-

details, as per the format and
manner prescribed by the
authority, before launch of such
network slicing."

The draft proposes to change
the "typical download and
upload speed offered to the sub-
scribers" sentence in the existing
rule with "technology-wise typi-
cal download and upload speed
offered to subscribers for each
tariff offering."

(Wireline and
and Broadband

"...serv-

Air India turbulence lasted 'four to five min-

Delhl,

utes'; some passengers still in hospital

the incident has hap-

among both crews.

Officials said that since
the war broke out in West
Asia, 67 ships of Indian
interest have crossed the
conflict-hit sea channel and
4,052 stranded Indian sea-
farers have returned to India
safely. Chairing a review
meeting with senior officials,
shipping minister
Sarbananda Sonowal said,
"Indian seafarers are key
global workers, and the Modi
government stands firmly
with them and their families.
The safety of our maritime

nate rescue efforts. "During
the ongoing crisis, 4,052
stranded Indian seafarers
have been safely repatriated.
A total of 16,448 calls and
40,594 emails have been
handled by our emergency
response. DGMA is provid-
ing repatriation support,
medical assistance, coun-
selling and continuous
engagement with affected
families," Sonowal said,
adding financial assistance
of Rs10 lakh is being provid-
ed to the next of kin of the
deceased.

Agency: Air India's
recent severe turbu-
lence incident is now
under a "thorough
investigation" by the

directorate general of |

civil aviation (DGCA),
civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said
on Wednesday.

Naidu said the Air
India flight from Phuket
to New Delhi experi-
enced severe turbulence
for "four to five min-
utes", leaving several
passengers injured and
some crew members

L ol

with spinal and neck
injuries.

At least 17 people,
including four cabin

crew members, were
injured after the aircraft
suddenly lost around
300 feet in altitude dur-
ing the midair turbu-

lence.

Addressing the
media, Naidu said the
aircraft was secured
immediately after land-
ing and all crucial evi-
dence has been taken
into the regulator's cus-
tody. "In terms of why

pened, we have immedi-
ately alerted the DGCA
to thoroughly investi-
gate the situation. The
moment the plane was
landed, it was put in a
separate hangar.

The data recorder,
the voice recorder,
everything is in the pos-
session of DGCA. They
will thoroughly investi-
gate how and why this
incident happened.
Only when we have the
facts in front of us, we
are going to make it
public," he said.



