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Survey: 81% of study-
abroad aspirants plan
to return home

New Delhi, Agency:
The foreign degree may be
global, but the career plan
is largely homeward-

bound: 81% of Indian
study-abroad aspirants
surveyed by Oxford
International said they
planned to return to India
after completing their
courses. Nearly nine in 10
were the first in their fam-
ily to pursue education
overseas, while almost
half said the decision to go
abroad was their own.
The findings are part
of the third edition of
Student Global Mobility
Index, which combines
17,925 responses to core
questions with about
2,400 responses to addi-
tional questions on cours-
es, family background,
information sources and
post-study plans.

Land-grab case: Supeme
Court grants interim bail
to Abhishek's PA

New Delhi, Agency:
The Supreme Court on
Thursday granted a
week-long interim bail to

Sumit Roy, personal
assistant to TMC general
secretary Abhishek

Banerjee, in the Salboni
land-grabbing case but
asked him to make him-
self personally available
for investigation in the
police station concerned
without being accompa-
nied by an advocate or
other persons.

An FIR was registered
against Roy after his
name cropped up during
the interrogation of for-
mer TMC MLA Sujoy
Hazra, who was arrested
in June.

[ltija booked for 'assault-
ing' cop; PDP says she
was manhandled

lc'- ‘a

Srinagar, Agency:
J&K Police registered an
FIR against PDP's Iltija
Mufti, accusing her of
assaulting a police officer
during the party's protest
against the abrogation of
Article 370 on Tuesday,
an officer said.

Iltijja has been booked
under sections 121, 132
and 191 of BNS that relate
to assaulting public ser-
vants and rioting. Police
have also named her
mother, former CM and
PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti, for allegedly violat-
ing restrictions.

According to police,
Iltija allegedly assaulted a
cop while he was dis-
charging his duties. They
alleged she bit his fore-
arm, causing it to bleed.

PDP, however, denied
the charges and accused
police of manhandling
Iltija and injuring her.
Arif Amin, a PDP func-
tionary, said he saw Iltija
trying "to peacefully reach
Lal Chowk to register her
protest".

Govt Extends Wildlite Relief Beyond Forests

Sagar Suraj | Motihari

Residents of East & west
Champaran who suffer loss of
life, injuries, livestock deaths or
property damage due to attacks
by wild animals outside notified
forest areas will now be eligible
for government compensation
under an expanded relief
framework, district authorities
said on Friday.

The move follows detailed
guidelines issued by the Bihar

government's Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
Department to address the

growing incidence of human-
wildlife conflict in villages and
other inhabited areas, particularly
those adjoining the Valmiki Tiger
Reserve (VTR ) and flood-prone

District Magistrate of East
Champaran  Suman  Saurabh
Yadav  said the initiative
aims to ensure that affected
families receive timely financial
assistance and urged people to
immediately report any wildlife-
related incident to the forest
department and local police as
per the prescribed procedure.

According to the guidelines,
the next of kin of a person
killed in a wildlife attack will
receive 10 lakh as ex gratia
assistance. A person sustaining
grievous injuries will be entitled
to 1.44 lakh, while those with
minor injuries will receive
24,000. Compensation has also
been provided for the loss of
cattle, goats, sheep and other
domesticated animals, as well

Champaran residents to get compensation for
wildlife attacks in non-forest areas; DM urges
prompt reporting as human-animal conflict rises

and other property after official
assessment, officials said.

Officials said both Champaran
has witnessed frequent movement
of wild animals from the Valmiki
Tiger Reserve, especially during
the monsoon when floods
displace  wildlife their
natural habitat. Animals such as
tigers, jackals, foxes, nilgai and
other species have occasionally
entered villages, damaging crops
and, in some instances, posing a
threat to human life.

from

The administration said cases
involving human death or injury

forest range office, divisional
forest office and police station
within 24 hours. Livestock deaths
must also be reported within the
same period, and the carcass
should not be removed before
inspection by forest officials.
Damage to crops or houses must
be reported within 48 hours,
along with land ownership
documents and revenue receipts.

Divisional ~ Forest  Officer
(DFO) Ameet Kumar appealed
to residents not to chase, trap or
provoke wild animals entering
villages and instead alert the

regions.

as for damage to houses, crops

must be reported to the nearest

'Power Banks' for satellites? Bengaluru Company
builds tech to keep ageing spacecraft alive

Banglore, Agency: What if
satellites could simply plug into
a power bank instead of drifting
away when they run out of fuel?
That's the idea driving a
Bengaluru startup building "jet-
pack" satellites designed to
latch onto ageing spacecraft,
take over their propulsion
duties and keep billion-dollar
assets working years longer.

After recently validating a
key part of its technology at an
Isro facility used for India's
SpaDeX docking mission, Aule
Space is now preparing for what
could become one of the world's
most ambitious private satellite
docking demonstrations.

For satellite operators, run-
ning out of fuel doesn't neces-
sarily mean spacecraft have
reached the end of life. In many
cases, expensive communica-

15 Indian seafarers killed in West Asia

tion satellites remain fully func-
tional, but can no longer main-
tain their assigned orbital posi-

tions because they have
exhausted the propellant need-
ed for station-keeping. Once
that happens, operators are
forced to retire assets worth
hundreds of millions of dollars.

Aule has found another way.
"We're trying to build satellites
which can go and dock to exist-
ing satellites in space which

don't have any installed ports...
and extend their life so that they
can keep generating revenue,"
CEO Jay Panchal, told Media.
"It's like a power bank," he
added.

Instead of attempting the far
more complicated task of refu-
elling satellites in orbit, Aule's
approach is to send a smaller
"jetpack” spacecraft that docks
with an existing communica-
tions satellite and assumes
responsibility for station-keep-
ing using its own propulsion
system. The company plans to
target geostationary communi-
cation satellites, many of which
cost more than $300 million to
build and generate significant
annual revenues.

The challenge lies in docking
with satellites that were never
designed to be serviced.

forest department immediately so

trained rescue teams can respond

safely.

J&K CM visits flood-hit Rajouri
reviews relief measures

Jammu, Agency:
J&K CM Omar Abdullah
visited flood-hit Rajouri
district Thursday to
assess the destruction
caused by last month's
rain fury. He directed
authorities concerned to

expedite restoration |
works, intensify relief
and rehabilitation

efforts, and adopt long-
term mitigation measures
to safeguard wvulnerable
areas.

Recognising that the
existing relief structure was
inadequate to cover recon-
struction and rehabilita-
tion costs, the CM assured
citizens that the govern-
ment would enhance the
quantum of relief and pro-
vide comprehensive reha-

bilitation assistance to
families whose houses were
damaged and those ren-

dered landless. Families
who lost their homes as
well as agricultural land
will be provided five marlas
(around 1,361.2sqft) for
rehabilitation, said Omar,
directing Rajouri deputy
commissioner to identify
suitable government land
for the purpose.

5.7 lakh people fined Rs 5.1 cr in 2025-26 for smoking in public

and Black Sea conflicts: Regulator

New Delhi, Agency:
Conflicts in West Asia and
the Black Sea have claimed
the lives of 15 Indian seafar-
ers, while two remain miss-
ing in 57 separate incidents
over the past three months,
India's maritime regulator,
Directorate  General of
Maritime  Administration
(DGMA), said on Thursday,
describing the current geopo-
litical situation as "extremely
challenging". Addressing the
National Port Security
Conference in the capital,
DGMA Shyam Jagannathan
said drone and missile
attacks on defenceless mer-

New Delhi, Agency: More
than 5.7 lakh people were fined
for smoking in public across
India in 2025-26, with authori-
ties collecting over Rs 5.1 crore in
penalties under the Cigarettes
and Other Tobacco Products Act
(COTPA), according to data
tabled in the Rajya Sabha. The
figures, however, revealed wide
variations in enforcement, with

D

several states reporting no viola-
tions or fines during the year.
Health ministry said enforce-
ment of the ban on smoking in

public places was primarily the
responsibility of state govern-
ments, while the Centre issued
advisories and implementation
guidelines, including a dedicated
handbook for law enforcers
issued in 2024. Smoking in pub-
lic places is prohibited under
Section 4 of COTPA, and viola-
tions attract a fine of up to Rs
200 under Section 21 of the Act.

response,
citadel preparedness and
coordination among multiple

validation

strengthened coordination
for rescue operations, vessel
movements and issuance of
advisories, while ensuring
compliance with best man-
agement practices for piracy

of New Delhi,

Agency: It is not puni-
tive to hand out compul-

chant vessels had become security agencies. sory retirement to some-
rampant in parts of the Black Following directions f_rom one, particularly in the
Sea. "Piracy off the coast of shipping minster  ,rmed  forces, whose

Somalia is reappearing. The
Houthi security threat, which
accounted for more than 154
incidents in 2024, has resur-
faced," he said. Jagannathan
said the conflicts had signifi-
cantly increased global logis-
tics costs. He said since the
end of Feb, the DGMA has
been in an extremely high
state of alert.

The regulator said it had

Sarbananda Sonowal,
DGMA has also put in place a
mechanism to track every
Indian seafarer operating in
high-risk waters, making the
administration accountable
for their safety, security and
early repatriation. Speaking
at the conference, Sonowal
said as India's maritime foot-
print expands, "the responsi-
bility to secure it also grows".

the performance is slacken-

ing over the years, the
Supreme Court said
Thursday while rejecting
the plea of a CISF officer
challenging his removal
from service on the
ground of poor perform-
ance.

A bench of Justices
Prashant Kumar Mishra
and Shree

Weeding out dead wood aim of compul-
sory retirement, says Supreme Court

Chandrashekhar
compulsory retirement
should not be seen as
punitive but as a meas-
ure needed to ensure a
high standard of effi-
ciency and discipline in

said

the force. "The object

underlying compulsory
retirement is to weed out
the dead wood so as to
maintain a high stan-
dard of efficiency and
integrity in public serv-
ice," the bench said,
adding such an order is

"not punitive in nature",
carries no stigma and is
passed in public interest
on the government's
subjective satisfaction.
It, however, said com-
pulsory retirement is
open to judicial scrutiny
if the order is mala fide,
arbitrary or perverse.
Rejecting the offi-
cer's plea, the bench
noted his performance
had declined in the two
years preceding the
retirement order, with
gradings dropping from
"Good" to "Average".

India's first high-altitude wildlife safari to come up in Ladakh

Srinagar, Agency: In a
bid to prevent illegal off-road-
ing and disturbance to wildlife,
Ladakh administration
Thursday approved the intro-
duction of India's first-ever
high-altitude wildlife safari on
popular snow leopard and
bird-watching trails in the
Union Territory's upper reach-
es. Ladakh is home to India's
largest snow leopard popula-
tion - 477 of the country's esti-
mated 718 snow leopards. The
UT also supports more than 38
mammal species, 340 bird
species and 1,800 vascular
plant species, which have
drawn significant tourist
attention over the years.
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Under this sustainable eco-
friendly tourism initiative, vis-
itors will get a rare, guided
opportunity to witness the
region's distinctive flora and

fauna, a government
spokesperson said.

The decision was made in
the first governing body meet-
ing of the newly constituted
Snow Leopard and High-
Altitude Nature (SHAN)
Conservation Society, chaired
by Ladakh Lieutenant
Governor  Vinai Kumar
Saxena, the spokesperson said.
Saxena directed the forest
department to introduce guid-
ed jeep safaris on the lines of
popular national parks like
Kaziranga, Ranthambore, and
others, using specially
designed open-back vehicles
driven by trained local drivers
and guides.

Apart from including areas
like Nubra, Zanskar, Sham,

L ol

Kargil and Drass - known to
have sizeable populations of
the elusive snow leopard and
avian diversity - Saxena told
the department to explore pos-
sible safari routes across
Hemis National Park,
Changthang and Karakoram
wildlife  sanctuaries, the
spokesperson said. Govt will
appoint 20 local youths and
train them in bird-watching,
bird identification, and spot-
ting skills. They will be provid-
ed with all necessary equip-
ment.

SHAN Society, constituted
by Saxena on June 16 this year,
seeks to formulate a compre-
hensive roadmap for commu-

nity-led wildlife conservation
and waste management, and
to  promote  plastic-free
tourism, sustainable livelihood
generation, and responsible
eco-tourism across Ladakh
through environmental educa-
tion and empowerment of
local communities.

"These efforts aim at con-
serving Ladakh's natural her-
itage so that future genera-
tions inherit an ecosystem that
is richer, healthier and more
resilient. Our vision is to
establish Ladakh as a global
example of community-led
conservation and responsible
high-altitude mountain
tourism," Saxena said.



