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BRIFF NEWS

When 'healthy’
is just a label

NEW DELHI,
AGENCY:"Natural",
"healthy", "organic",

"heart-friendly"”, "high
protein" and "zero maida"
often persuades a shop-
per before the packet is
even turned over. In a
spate of notices sent in
the past month, Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI) has asked several
brands whether their
front-of-pack promises
say more than the prod-
uct can support.

FSSATI has issued
notices to food businesses
across categories includ-
ing breads, chocolates,
juices, cooking oils, noo-
dles, supplements, pack-
aged water and caffeinat-
ed drinks. The claims
questioned range from
"100% natural” and
"organic" to immunity,
detoxification, disease
reduction and energy-
boosting promises.

Eyeing framework
to regulate OTT
content: I&B min

DELHI,
AGENCY: The informa-
tion and broadcasting
(I&B) ministry has told a
parliamentary committee
that it is mulling a com-

NEW

prehensive statutory
framework to regulate the
airing of programmes on
OTT platforms, "which
are offensive to moral
standards of society",
without infringing upon
the rights and freedom of
individuals. The depart-
ment-related standing
committee on the min-
istry of home affairs, in its
recommendations in the
259th report tabled in
Parliament on Friday,
said the proposed com-
prehensive statutory
framework for regulating
OTT content must incor-
porate robust technology-
enabled age verification
mechanisms, effective
parental controls and
suitable penalties for non-
compliance.

No conflict of inter-
est in RDI Fund,

says government

NEW DELHI,
AGENCY: The govern-
ment on Friday said the
Research, Development
and Innovation (RDI)
Fund is being implement-
ed through a robust insti-
tutional framework with
"stringent conflict-of-
interest safeguards" in
place, highlighting that it is
designed "not to exclude
domain expertise but to
regulate it through clearly
defined conflict-of-interest
provisions". Rebutting a
media report that 15 of the
22 entities that got public
funds to boost India's
deep-tech ambitions have
investment links to seven
members of the selection
committee, raising ques-
tions of conflict of interest
and propriety, Technology
Development Board (TDB)
secretary Rajesh Kumar
Pathak said the mere exis-
tence of a professional or
investment association
with an innovation ecosys-
tem entity does not consti-
tute a violation of conflict-
of-interest norms.

Sick teen dies as ambulance gets stuck

NEW DELHI,
AGENCY: A 17-year- “old
girl died while being
taken to hospital in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Rajouri district after the
vehicle carrying her
remained stuck in mud
for nearly three hours.
The district administra-
tion has suspended a gov-
ernment engineer and
ordered an inquiry into
the incident.

The girl, a resident of
remote Methyani village,
had fallen seriously ill on
Friday and was being
taken to Government

Medical College (GMC),
Rajouri, when the vehicle
became stranded follow-
ing a mudslide at Chak
Methyani, officials told
news agency PTIL.

Volunteers later man-
aged to pull the vehicle
out, but the girl's condi-
tion deteriorated and she
died while she was being
taken to the hospital,
according to officials.

The incident occurred
on the Chak Methyani-
Panglar-Kotecharwal
road, which serves as the
only road link for several
remote villages in the

area. The road was
washed away  near
Methyani during last

year's monsoon and had
subsequently been
restored temporarily.

The same stretch was
hit by another mudslide

around two weeks ago,
leaving the Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana (PMGSY) road
unmotorable, officials
said. According to the
report submitted by the
Additional Deputy

Commissioner (ADC),
Kotranka, the girl had
been suffering from an ill-
ness for nearly a month
and had previously been
admitted to Government
Medical College Hospital,
Jammu. She was dis-
charged around two
weeks ago, but her condi-
tion worsened again,
prompting her family to
take her to GMC Rajouri.

The ADC's report said
the blocked road resulted
in a delay of nearly two to
three hours. It also found
that the stretch remained
n "extremely poor condi-

tion" due to landslides
and deep ditches, making
it unfit for vehicular
movement. The report
further noted that resi-
dents of Narla Bamble,
Kotecharwal and Panglar
continued to face difficul-
ties in transporting
patients, food grains and
fertilisers. The district
administration said the
executive engineer,
PMGSY division Rajouri,
had informed officials
through an  official
WhatsApp group that the
road had been restored
and was "trafficable".

in mud for hours in J&K's Rajouri

Akal Takht panel asks Punjab govt to address
objections before anti-sacrilege talks'

NEW DELHI, AGENCY:
The expert panel appointed by
the Akal Takht on Friday asked
the Punjab government to first
submit a compliance report on
the objections raised by the Sikh
temporal seat before any fur-
ther talks on the proposed anti-
sacrilege law.

The panel, formed to discuss
the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth
Sahib Satkar (Amendment) Act,
2026 with the state govern-
ment, held its first meeting on
Thursday. The panel said the
Punjab government's July 29
response did not address the
main concerns raised by the
Akal Takht, especially those
related to possible interference
in Sikh religious matters.

On June 29, Akal Takht
Jathedar Giani Kuldip Singh
Gargajj had given the state gov-
ernment one month to respond

QR code, no queue: 25 crore

to his objections to the anti-sac-
rilege law.

In a statement on Friday, the
Akal Takht secretariat said the
government's response, submit-
ted just before the deadline, was
an attempt to avoid the main
issues. It said the concerns of
the Sikh community had
already been conveyed to the
Punjab assembly Speaker and
members of the state Cabinet on
July 31. The secretariat also
accused the Bhagwant Mann-
led government of not taking a
constructive approach towards

resolving the sensitive issue. It
said that despite being given
enough time, the Punjab gov-
ernment had not formed its own
panel to discuss the matter.

Earlier, Jathedar Gargajj had
rejected the government's
response as "unsatisfactory”
and announced a five-member
expert panel to hold discussions
with the Aam Aadmi Party gov-
ernment. The panel includes
retired judges Rupinder Singh
Sodhi and Mohinder Mohan
Singh Bedi, senior advocate
Puran Singh Hundal, and Sikh
scholars Dr Kehar Singh and
Prof Jagmohan Singh. The
Jathedar had also written to
Punjab assembly Speaker
Kultar Singh, Sikh MLAs and
state ministers, asking them not
to discuss or amend the anti-
sacrilege law without a wider
"Panthic" consensus.

No conflict of

interest in RDI
government

Fund, says

NEW DELHI,
AGENCY: The gov-
ernment on Friday said
the Research,
Development and
Innovation (RDI) Fund
is being implemented
through a robust insti- |
tutional  framework
with "stringent con- g
flict-of-interest safe-
guards" in place, high-
lighting that it is designed
"not to exclude domain
expertise but to regulate it
through clearly defined
conflict-of-interest provi-
sions".

Rebutting a media
report that 15 of the 22
entities that got public
funds to boost India's
deep-tech ambitions have
investment links to seven

members of the selection
committee, raising ques-
tions of conflict of interest
and propriety, Technology
Development Board (TDB)
secretary Rajesh Kumar
Pathak said the mere exis-
tence of a professional or
investment association
with an innovation ecosys-
tem entity does not consti-
tute a violation of conflict-
of-interest norms.

Supeme Court to Mahua: Freedom ﬁghters faced bullets, you fear eggs

NEW DELHI, AGENCY:

OPD registrations go dlgltal

NEW DELHI,
AGENCY: The long wait at
hospital registration coun-
ters is slowly giving way to a
QR code. In a sign of India's
growing digital health foot-
print, patients have now
completed 25 crore outpa-
tient (OPD) registrations

try's fastest-growing digital

The Supreme Court on Friday |

dismissed TMC MP Mahua
Moitra's plea seeking permis-
sion to appear virtually before
police in a case against her for
uploading a provocative post on
Facebook.

As the MP took the ground
that she will be attacked by a
mob if she physically went there

and eggs may be thrown at her, a
bench of Justices Dipankar
Datta and Sheel Nagu said, "You
are an MP? Having taken the
plunge into politics, you fear

eggs? When our freedom fight-
ers have taken bullets on their
chest? These are applications
that should not come before this
court at all." Senior advocate
Gopal Sankaranarayanan,
appearing for the MP, contend-
ed before the bench that she
should be permitted to appear
before the investigation officer
through video conferencing.

through the ABHA-based
'Scan and Register' service
under the Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission (ABDM),
with nearly four lakh people
using the facility every day.

Introduced in October
2022, the service allows
patients to register for an
OPD consultation by simply
scanning a QR code dis-
played at participating hos-
pitals through an ABDM-
enabled health app. Once
they give consent, their
ABHA-linked details are
shared with the hospital,
eliminating paperwork and
reducing waiting time at reg-
istration counters.

The service is now avail-
able in 30,800 hospitals and
healthcare facilities across
36 states and Union
Territories and 756 districts,
making it one of the coun-

public health services. More
than 24,000 government
facilities and 6,400 private
hospitals have adopted the
system.

platform are in Bihar, which
has recorded over 7.3 crore
digital OPD registrations,
followed by Uttar Pradesh
(4.09
Pradesh (3.38 crore) and
Jammu & Kashmir (1.39
crore).

New Delhi has emerged as
the country's busiest digital
registration centre, record-
ing over 54.29 lakh Scan and
Register transactions. It is
followed by AIIMS Bhopal
(29.1
Bhubaneswar (23.93 lakh),
AIIMS Patna (19.62 lakh)
and AIIMS Raipur (18.63
lakh).

The biggest users of the

crore), Andhra

Among hospitals, ATIMS

lakh), AIIMS

DELHI,

highlighting

despite a Jected

units,

by

collection programmes.
In 2025, India collected
15.71 million units of
blood, while China col-

25.5 million
according
China's National Health
Commission.

The data, reported
blood

ment's

components,

to able for 2023.

centres

through the govern-
e-Raktakosh
portal, show that expiry
was the leading reason
for discarding blood
followed
by reactive units and
other operational rea-
sons. Reason-wise dis-
card data has been cap-
tured on the portal
since 2024, while such
details were not avail-

Replying to a ques-
tion in Parliament, the
Union health ministry,
however, said it had not

17.4 lakh blood components discard-
ed in 2025 despite record collection

NEW
AGENCY: India dis-
carded over 17.4 lakh
blood components in
2025, even as blood col-
lection reached a record
1.58 crore units, accord-
ing to state-wise data
tabled in the Rajya
Sabha,
continued challenges in
blood inventory man-
agement
steady rise in donations.
Available official data
indicate that China and
India are among the
world's largest blood

received any report of
regional blood short-
ages. It added that
ensuring an adequate
supply of safe blood and
minimising wastage is
primarily the responsi-
bility of state govern-
ments and Union
Territories, while the
Centre advocates a hub-
and-spoke model under
which blood is collected
and processed at high-
volume centres before
being distributed to
smaller blood banks
and storage centres.

Government maps 27 Arunachal border locations with standard names

NEW DELHI, AGENCY:
The updated Survey of India
map has assigned standard
place and feature names to 27
Arunachal Pradesh sites,
including four mountain pass-
es and a high-altitude lake, as
part of the Union govern-
ment's strategy to remove any
ambiguity on demarcation of
territory and counter China's
repeated attempts to rename
places on this side of the
McMahon Line.

The MHA said on Friday
that the names were finalised
in consultation with the
Arunachal Pradesh govern-
ment. "Identifying them for-
mally on the Survey of India

map is aimed at facilitating
their accurate recognition and
better awareness among the
public."

Of the 27 sites identified on
the map, one is a monument.
Three of the rest - Longju,
Maja & Bisa - are strategically
important border villages in
Upper Subansiri district.

There are also three passes
along the McMahon Line, Dzo
La, Riza La and Pukur La, in
the same district. Thag La
pass, a 1962 battleground, lies
on the border in Tawang dis-
trict. "These places are already
marked on Indian military
maps, even those of 1962 vin-
tage. Identifying them on
Survey of India maps is a bold
counter to China," a source
said.

Several of the named sites
carry the weight of India-
China conflict. Longju was one
of the earliest flashpoints in
the boundary dispute and was
occupied by Chinese troops in
1959. Thag La overlooks

L ol

Namka Chu valley, where the
1962 conflict began after
Chinese forces crossed the
McMahon Line.

Jaswant Garh, in Tawang,
commemorates Rifleman
Jaswant Singh Rawat, one of
the most celebrated heroes of
1962 war. The Sher-e-Thapa
Memorial in Upper Subansiri
honours Hav Shere Thapa,
whose resistance at Rio Bridge
significantly delayed the
Chinese advance in 1962. The
lone lake named is Sambho
Sarovar, a high-altitude glacial
lake. The remaining land areas
include Bara Kundun, Chhota
Kundun and Dhan Bari in
Anjaw district; Pritnagar,

Buddhamandir, Jairampur,
Teritnagar and Ramnagar in
Changlang; Sagar, Padma,
Jyotinagar and Baisakhi in
West Kameng; Chhota Ropuk
and Bara Ropuk in Upper
Subansiri; and Shivaji Nagar,
Sunpura and Kamlang Nagar
in Lohit. In April, China
announced Chinese names for
23 locations in Arunachal
Pradesh, which Beijing refers
to as "South Tibet". The exter-
nal affairs ministry then said
assigning "fictitious names"
wouldn't alter the reality that
Arunachal Pradesh "was, is,
and will always remain an
integral and inalienable part of
India".



