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BRIFF NEWS

ED charges against
RCom, Reliance Infra in
40k crore bank fraud

New Delhi, Agency:

ED filed two
chargesheets, one each
against Reliance
Communications (RCom)
and Reliance
Infrastructure Ltd, on
Saturday before a special
court here, naming
Gautam Doshi, Sateesh
Seth, Amitabh
Jhunjhunwala and the
two entities of Anil
Ambani's Reliance Group
as the accused for offences
of money laundering and
defalcation of bank funds
of over Rs 40,000 crore.

In its chargesheet
against RCom, the agency
has said that "the pro-
ceeds of crime are quanti-
fied at Rs 40,186 crore,
the outstanding sum
defaulted on by the enti-
ties to a consortium of
banks and financial insti-
tutions".

India among top nations
in quantum technology,

says science minister
Jitendra Singh

|

New Delhi, Agency:
India stands alongside the
world's leading nations in
several advanced tech-
nologies, said Jitendra
Singh, MoS (independent
charge) for science and
technology and earth sci-
ences. Speaking at Digit
India's Top Appliance
Awards 2026, Jitendra
Singh highlighted how
technology and Artificial
Intelligence have trans-
formed access to opportu-
nities and education.

Asked when India
would become a manufac-
turing hub, Singh said, "It
indicates that progress is
happening at a very fast
pace, both in manufactur-
ing and in technology, and
unlike I think a decade
and a half back, today we
are at the same level as
any other country in the
world..." He highlighted
achievements in space
exploration and pointed to
Chandrayaan's discovery
of water molecules on the
Moon as an example of
the country's specific

capabilities.
ED director Rahul

Navin's tenure
extended by a year

New Delhi, Agency:
The tenure of Navin, a
1993-batch Indian
Revenue Service (I-T) offi-
cer, as director of enforce-
ment has been extended
for a period of one year
beyond "13.08.2026 i.e.
up to 13.08.2027, includ-
ing extension in service
beyond the date of his
superannuation or until
further orders," as per
DoPT. After three years as
ED director, he could get
two more extensions and
serve till August 2029, all
through the PM Modi
government's tenure,
with polls due in April-
May 2029.

Written FIR order, alleged verbal stay: Pakridayal SD0, Madhuban SHO contradict each other

SDO denies asking SHO to delay
FIR till August 15; SHO claims he
was told to wait, citing alleged

DM direction in ration scam case

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: A
order directing registration of an
FIR in an alleged ration scam
has triggered questions over the
subsequent delay, with Pakridayal
SDO Mangla Kumari and
Madhuban SHO Pravin Kumar
Pandey giving contradictory
accounts of what happened after
the complaint reached the police
station.

written

The case concerns PDS
dealer Channu Sah, who has
been accused of allegedly
misappropriating government

ration by using forged signatures
of beneficiaries.
The complainant claims that

! “Allegations of her asking
the Madhuban SHO to delay FIR
registration were baseless. She
said she had never called the
SHO to defer the FIR and had
not issued any such instruction
regarding registration of the case”
Pakridayal SDO Mangla
Kumari

the signatures were examined
by the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) and found to
be forged.

The matter was subsequently
pursued before senior district
authorities, with the Additional
Collector-cum-District Public
Grievance  Redressal  Officer
directing action.

The CID is also stated to have
written to the East Champaran
district magistrate Suman Saurabh
Yadav and superintendent of
police Swarn Prabhat seeking

further action.

Against this backdrop, SDO
Mangla Kumari issued letter No.
2049 dated August 6, 2026,
directing the Madhuban block
supply officer to lodge an FIR and
take further action. In compliance,
the block supply officer submitted
an application at Madhuban police
station on August 7.

The controversy
over what happened after the
application was received.

SHO Pravin Kumar Pandey
told BNM that a written complaint

arose

! “SDO Mangla Kumari had
ordered an FIR against the PDS
dealer in writing. He said she later
called him after the application
reached the police station and
asked him to defer registration
until August 15, citing the DM’s
direction”

SHO Pravin Kumar Pandey

for registration of the FIR was
received by us but subsequently
SDO called him and asked that
the FIR be delayed, allegedly
citing an instruction from East
Champaran DM Saurabh Suman
Yadav.

According to the SHO, he was
asked to wait until August 15.
The SDO, however, categorically
denied the allegation, saying the
claim that she had called the SHO
to delay registration of the FIR
was baseless and that she had
never given such an instruction.

The
raise a key question: if the SHO's
version is correct, why was a
written FIR direction subsequently

contradictory  accounts

kept pending and on whose
authority 7 Conversely, if the
SDO'’s denial is correct, why does
the SHO claim to have received
such an instruction and cite the
DM'’s name ?

The issue has also raised
questions  for  the  district
administration. Did the DM
actually ask the SDO to defer the
FIR until August 157 If so, was

the direction issued in writing or
verbally, and why was it made
after the SDO had already ordered
registration ? If no such direction
was issued, the circumstances
behind the SHO’s claim need
examination.

The complainant has alleged
that influential persons were
attempting to protect the PDS
dealer, but there is currently
no independent evidence
establishing such interference. But
contradictions in the statements of
SDO and SHO raising suspicion.

Given the alleged CID finding
of forged signatures and the
existence of a written FIR order,
an impartial inquiry into the delay
would be necessary.

The immediate issue is whether
the August 6 written complaint
will be implemented and whether
responsibility will be fixed if
anyone deliberately obstructed or
delayed its execution.

Sharad Pawar's MPs to meet PM Modi; Congress
asks them to delink women's quota, delimitation

New Delhi, Agency: A del-
egation of eight MPs from
Sharad Pawar-led NCP (SP) is
scheduled to meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday during the ongoing
Monsoon Session of
Parliament.

Ahead of the meeting, the
Congress has urged its alliance
partner to convey the INDIA
bloc's opposition to linking the
implementation of women's
reservation with the proposed
delimitation exercise.

AICC secretary Sachin
Sawant urged the NCP (SP) del-
egation to press Modi for the
immediate implementation of
the Women's Reservation Act,
passed in 2023, without waiting
for delimitation.

"It is learnt that the MPs of
the Nationalist Congress Party -
Sharadchandra Pawar will be

India, Russia to be linked by rail? Moscow

Prime Minister

meeting
Narendra Modi on Monday
regarding issues concerning
Maharashtra. We urge them to
firmly convey to Prime Minister
Modi that the INDIA Alliance's
unequivocal position is that the

Women's Reservation Act,
passed in 2023, must be imple-
mented immediately and

should not be linked to delimi-
tation," Sawant posted on X on

Sunday. "It is important that
the unity of the INDIA Alliance
and its opposition to the Modi
government on this issue is
made unequivocally clear," he
added.

The Congress' appeal comes
ahead of the meeting between
PM Modi and eight NCP (SP)
MPs, led by party MP Supriya
Sule. Sule had said on Saturday
that the delegation would raise
issues affecting Maharashtra,
including farmer suicides, the
water crisis and problems
caused by rapid urbanisation.

"We - some MPs and I - were

talking about that Prime
Minister must be apprised
about the problems in

Maharashtra. There is water
related issues, farmer suicides,
and problems being faced due
to urbanisation,” Sule said at a
press conference in Mumbai.

Dope test of turbulent Air India

flight's pilot 'not

confirmation, says government

New Delhi, Agency:
The captain of Air India's
August 4 Phuket-Delhi
flight, which experienced a
sudden loss of altitude of
about 300 feet, was subject-
ed to a psychoactive sub-
stance (dope) screening test
on arrival, whose result was
"not negative" and has been
sent for confirmatory tests,
the aviation ministry said
Sunday. Media had exclu-
sively reported on Sunday
that the pilot of the turbu-
lence-hit flight may have
failed the dope test.

The ministry has classi-
fied the incident, which led
to 17 people being hospi-
talised, as serious and said
the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau

negative', sent for

(AAIB) will probe it.

"Further action, as
appropriate, will be taken
based on the outcome of the
investigation and confirma-
tory test results," it said.
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation rules stipulate that
"in case the screening test
(for psychoactive sub-
stances) is non-negative,
the employee shall be
immediately removed from
the safety-sensitive duty till
a confirmatory report is
received.

Police search 26 locations tied to banned Jamaat-e-Islami J&K

Srinagar, Agency: ted res-
idential and other premises
linked to Jamaat-e-Islami J&K
members and activists. No
arrest was reported till filing of
this report. "The operation was
conducted in accordance with
due legal procedure and pre-
scribed protocols," police said.

Police said the seized mate-
rial was being examined to

floats proposal, calls it v1able

New Delhi, Agency:
Russian  Deputy Prime
Minister Marat Khusnullin
has called on Moscow and
New Delhi to explore the
feasibility of a direct rail link
to the Indian Ocean, aimed
at reducing transit risks
associated with the
Bosphorus strait and Strait

establish further linkages and
activities connected with the
proscribed organisation. The
operation was part of efforts to
dismantle networks linked to
banned organisations, sepa-
ratist activities and terrorist
funding. Distinct from Jamaat-
e-Islami Hind, Jamaat-e-Islami
J&K has a history tied to
regional separatism and has

long had a support base in
Sopore. Union government first
declared it an "unlawful associ-
ation" in Feb 2019 under the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act. In Feb 2024,
the ban was extended for five
years, with the government say-
ing the organisation continued
activities against India's securi-
ty, integrity and sovereignty.

of Hormuz.

According to Khusnullin,
potential routes could pass
through Turkmenistan,
Iran, Afghanistan and
Pakistan, adding that any
corridor providing connec-

trade through the Strait of
Hormuz following the esca-
lation of hostilities between
the US-Israel and Iran. On
February 28, the US and
Israel launched joint strikes

tivity to India would be con- on Iran, targeting key urban New Delhi,
sidered "viable." If realised, centres, 1H0111d1ng Tehrap. Agency: At a time
the proposal would create a Iran responded with missile | hen seven of the

and drone attacks on Israeli
targets and US military
bases across Bahrain,
Jordan, Iraq, Qatar, Kuwait,
the UAE and Saudi Arabia.
Tehran subsequently
announced a maritime
blockade of the Strait of

direct overland rail freight
link between Russia and
India. "A rail link to the
Indian Ocean should also be
explored. Risks related to
the Bosphorus and the Strait
of Hormuz might require
alternative routes: through

country's 25 high courts
are without regular
chief justices, the
Supreme Court col-
legium, headed by CJI
Surya Kant, recom-
mended the names of
four HC judges to the

judge of Delhi

Ashwini Kumar

yet to decide on

CJ of Patna HC; and
acting CJ Punjab and
Haryana HC Justice

- whose parent high
court is Allahabad HC -
as regular CJ of that
HC. The collegium is

ing judges for appoint-

7 of 25 high courts without CJs, collegium
recommends names for just four

HC, as Rusia, respectively.
The five-member
collegium comprising

CJI Kant and Justices

Mishra Vikram  Nath, BV
Nagarathna, MM
Sundresh and PS

Narasimha met sepa-
rately to recommend
the government the
transfer of Orissa HC

select-

Turkmenistan, Iran, Hormuz targeting vessels o,yernment for their Chandra Tripathi, a ment as regular CJs to judges Justices Manas
Afghanistan, and Pakistan. linked to the US, Israel and gppointment as CJs of judge of Allahgbad HC, HCs of Rajzglsthan, J&K JRar%jan Pathan and
Any options providing allied countries involved in the Bombay, Calcutta, as CJ of Bombay HC; and Madhya Pradesh, Krushna Ram
access to India are accept- the conflict. The strategic patna and Punjab and Justice Ravindra V Wwhich are manned by Mohapatra to Gujarat
able,"” Khusnullin was quot- waterway handles around  papyana HCs. Ghuge, acting CJ of acting CJs - Justices and Chhattisgarh high
ed as saying by TASS. . 20% of glo;bal oil trade and The collegium rec- Bombay HC, as CJ of Sanjeev Prakash courts, respectively, for

_ The proposal comes amid nearly 20% of worldwide ymended appoint- Calcutta HC; Justice V. Sharma, Sanjeev better administration
disruptions to maritime LNG shipments. ment of Justice Mahesh Kameshwar Rao, a Kumar and Vivek of justice.

Government may be gomg slow on FCRA to woo DMK, NCP(SP) for delimitation

New Delhi, Agency: The
passage of FCRA amendment
bill is not in Lok Sabha's agen-
da for Monday as Parliament's
monsoon session enters its last
week, giving rise to the view
that government may be going
slow on the contentious piece
of legislation to sweeten the
deal for parties such as DMK
and NCP(SP), which are
opposed to its provisions and
are being seen by the govern-

the
(Regulation)

mention of
Contribution

Monday will give more clarity
as a schedule for discussion on

Foreign

introduced in Lok Sabha on
March 25 but has not been
taken up for discussion yet,
amid fierce protest from oppo-

groups, especially Christian
bodies.

Christian groups, which are
a major recipient of foreign
funding, have decried the pro-
posed amendments, saying it
threatens their charitable
works and will allow the gov-

sition parties and minority

Stalin to the demand of a dele-
gation representing churches
of different denominations in
their meeting with home min-
ister Amit Shah that the bill be
either withdrawn or sent to a
joint parliamentary committee
for scrutiny.

With the government look-
ing to assuage DMK's concerns
to get it on board before it
makes a fresh bid for
Parliament's nod for its delim-

ing alliance as prospective
backers for its delimitation
exercise.

Sources said the meeting of
LS's business advisory com-
mittee, where upcoming agen-
da items are finalised, on

the bill should be fixed if it has
to be taken up for passage in
the remaining four days of
Parliament's monsoon session
ending on Aug 13. Monday's
agenda includes the introduc-
tion of four bills but makes no

Amendment Bill.

Govt may be going slow on
FCRA to woo DMK, NCP(SP)
for delimitation Government
may prefer full-fledged debate
on FCRA to address criticism
against the bill. The Bill was

L ol

ernment to seize their assets if
their FCRA licence is with-
drawn or not renewed.

What has, though, made
things politically trickier for
the BJP is the support extend-
ed by DMK president M K

itation exercise, coupled with
implementation of  the
women's reservation law from
2029, it may not like to put the
regional party on the defensive
by bringing up the FCRA bill,
some MPs said.



