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Monsoon Session; Govt offers Amit
Shah statement in Parliament
opposition doesn't relent

New Delhi, Agency: Govt Monday
agreed to a debate in Parliament on the
recent student protest and home minis-
ter Amit Shah's statement on the issue,
but it failed to break the impasse as
Congress insisted that all its demands,
including PM Modi's apology for alleged
police excesses against protesters and a
statement on embezzlement of Ram tem-
ple funds, be met.

"Congress and Rahul Gandhi have
been demanding a statement from Shah
from day one (of Parliament's monsoon
session). Govt is ready to hold a discus-
sion and give a detailed response. I
request Congress not to walk out during
his (Shah's) statement. It should not be
scared and run away," parliamentary
affairs minister Kiren Rijiju said.

The opposition, however, persisted
with its protests, leading Rijiju to accuse
Rahul of shifting goalposts. The leader of
the opposition said all the issues raised
by Congress are "non-negotiable" .

It appears that his intention is to pre-
vent the House from functioning. Rahul
Gandhi, do not run away from discus-
sion. We are prepared to discuss every
issue inside the House," Leader of the
House in Rajya Sabha J P Nadda said
after Rahul was joined by Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge in rejecting
govt's proposal. Nadda also denied that
police had fired at protesters on July 20.

Marred by opposition protests since
the session began on July 20, except for
an animated debate on the NEET paper
leak and related issues, LS again faced a
couple of adjournments Monday before
Rijiju conveyed govt's proposal.

Rijiju had put forth govt's stand earli-
er at a meeting of floor leaders of differ-
ent parties chaired by Speaker Om Birla,
and some opposition MPs saw in it a bid
to divide their ranks, as the minister
made no commitment to the demand of a
discussion on the theft of donations at
Ram temple, a demand primarily taken
by Samajwadi Party. The opposition has,
however, so far not laid out the sequence
in which they wanted the issues to be dis-
cussed. SP chief Akhilesh Yadav said the
breach of faith of crores of devotees was
not a normal issue and it must be dis-
cussed. Speaking to reporters later, both
Kharge and Rahul said Shah must make
a statement in Parliament on who autho-
rised the "brutality" on students. Rahul
said the country was not interested in
Shah's "fantasy conversations" on gener-
al issues but wanted to know specifically
if he ordered the shooting of pellet guns
and use of nail-studded lathis on stu-
dents. "Shah should come clean... We are
seeking his resignation," he said. All
three demands are non-negotiable,
Kharge stressed, suggesting the stand-off
is unlikely to end in days to come as mon-
soon session ends Aug 13. In a counter
presser.

Nadda accused Rahul of misleading
people by making a baseless allegation
that shots were fired at student protest-
ers during their march to Parliament on
July 20. "Rahul has been disrupting the
House for over 15 days by speaking lies
and spreading confusion.

Images disturb me deeply': Congress' Sam Pitroda
questions 'use of force agaln_st Jharkhand students

New Delhi, Agency:
Congress leader Sam
Pitroda on Monday
backed protesting stu-
dents in Jharkhand as an
agitation over alleged
irregularities in JPSC and
JSSC recruitment exami-
nations intensified in
Ranchi. Criticising the
government's use of lath-
is, tear gas and water can-
nons, Pitroda called for
"reform, accountability
and compassion" as the

protests entered their
18th day.
The development

comes as the Jharkhand
students' 'Vidhan Sabha

on Monday saw police use
lathis and water cannons
to disperse protesters.
The march was organised
over alleged irregularities
in examinations conduct-
ed by the Jharkhand
Public Service

Commission (JPSC) and
Jharkhand Staff Selection
Commission (JSSC).

The protesters are
demanding, among other
measures, the cancella-
tion of the JSSC-
Combined Graduate

Level (CGL) examination,
a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe
into alleged irregularities
and reforms in the
recruitment process.

In a series of posts on
X, the Indian Overseas
Congress (IOC) global
chairman said the griev-
ances of young people
should be addressed
through dialogue.

"The images
Ranchi  disturb
deeply"”, he wrote.

Pitroda said students
should not be met with
force, calling them India's
future and expressing sol-
idarity with Jharkhand's

from
me

youth. In another post,
Pitroda said, "Democracy
requires governments to
create space for peaceful
dissent, dialogue and res-
olution.

Pitroda's remarks
came after Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi also
condemned the police
action and called for dia-
logue with the protesting
students, urging the
Jharkhand government
to address their griev-
ances. The Hemant
Soren-led Jharkhand
government is run by a
JMM-led coalition in
which the Congress is a
partner.

gherao' march in Ranchi

New Parliament, PM house, why not new govt schools in ~ Safari in snow leopard home?
villages' CJP's Dipke announces nationwide campaign

New Delhi, Agency:
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
founder Abhijeet Dipke has
announced a nationwide
campaign to improve gov-
ernment schools in villages,
seeking to address the "neg-
lect of rural educational
infrastructure".

The campaign will be
launched on August 15, with
the CJP calling on citizens,
parents and village leaders to
work together to improve
basic facilities in govern-
ment schools.

Dipke said he would
launch the initiative from his
village in Hingoli,
Maharashtra, by approach-
ing the village head and
requesting him to take steps
to improve government
schools there.

"The coming 15th August
is our 8oth Independence
Day. But, if anything has
been neglected or ignored
the most in the last 80 years,
it is the government schools
in our villages," Dipke said
on Monday. We have made a
new Parliament, a new PM
house. Why have we not
been able to build new
schools in our villages? Do
we not consider the children
of farmers and labourers the
future of our country?" he
asked. Dipke said children in
villages continue to face dif-
ficulties in accessing schools
and basic facilities such as
drinking water and toilets.

Even today, village chil-
dren have to walk a long dis-
tance to go to school. After
going there, they don't find
water or toilet facilities,"” he
said, highlighting the diffi-
culties faced by girls in par-
ticular. I feel that on this
15th August, if we should pay
attention to anything, if we
should make a new start, we
should start by improving
our government schools," he
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said.

As part of the campaign,
the CJP has appealed to
sarpanches across the coun-
try to take up the task of

improving government
schools in their respective
villages.

Dipke said he would per-
sonally approach the village
head in Hingoli and urged
other sarpanches to do the
same in their villages.

The organisation has
termed the initiative the
"Sarpanch Challenge", under
which it plans to publicly
recognise village heads who
improve their schools by
sharing  before-and-after
photographs on its social
media platforms and giving
credit to the sarpanches con-
cerned. We will give you
credit so that after seeing
you, after seeing the schools
that you have improved,
many other village heads
also start improving schools
in their villages," Dipke said.

The CJP has also called
for a citizen-led social audit
of government schools.

Parents whose children
study in government schools
have been asked to visit the
institutions and check basic
facilities, including electrici-
ty, clean drinking water,
functional washrooms and
mid-day meals.

You go to your children's
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schools and see if basic facil-
ities are available. See if
there is electricity, water...
Do your children get wash-
room facilities? Do they get
mid-day meals?" Dipke said.

He urged parents to
record videos if basic facili-
ties were unavailable. The
CJP said it would soon issue
a printable audit form
through which citizens could
record the facilities available
at their children's schools
and those that were missing.

The form will be shared
through links on campaign
videos on the CJP's official
social media platforms and
completed forms and video
evidence can be emailed to
the organisation.

The campaign aims to
ensure that children of farm-
ers and wage labourers
studying in village schools
have access to facilities com-
parable to those available to
children in cities.

If not, you make videos of
it. Because your children's
schooling should be good.
That is your fundamental
right," Dipke said. Let us all
make a promise to the chil-
dren who live in villages that
we will improve their
schools. Together, we can do
this," he said, concluding his
video with the message,
"Real India lives in villages.

Conservationists say Ladakh is
no Kaziranga

Srinagar,
Agency: A safari
car can roll past a
rhino in Kaziranga.
In Ranthambore, it
can track a tiger. Put
that car in Ladakh.
For its elusive snow
leopards - masters of
camouflage in a
landscape where
survival depends on
staying unseen - the
question is whether
tourism can get close
enough to see them
without making
them disappear for

good.

Ladakh has
planned to introduce
guided wildlife

safaris on popular
snow leopard and
bird-watching trails,
triggering warnings
from conservation-
ists that turning a
fragile high-altitude
wilderness into a
tourist circuit could
disturb wildlife,
commercialise off-
roading and open
the door to roads,
eateries and other
tourism infrastruc-
ture. You cannot see
a snow leopard from
a jeep unless you do
something illegal
like placing bait or a
sheep to lure it," said
Dr MK Ranjitsinh,
emeritus member of
Wwildlife Trust of
India, who has spent
nearly 50 years
shaping conserva-
tion strategies and
played a key role in
framing the Wildlife
(Protection) Act of
1972 and Project
Tiger. Kaziranga is
not Ladakh and

Ranthambore is not
Ladakh. The ecology
is completely differ-
ent," he added.

In Ladakh's open
valleys, vehicles can
be visible from miles
away. Vegetation is
concentrated along
valley bottoms,
drawing animals
there to feed and
drink. "Are you tak-
ing a safari there?"
he asked.

Ladakh is home
to 477 of India's esti-
mated 718 snow
leopards - the coun-
try's largest popula-
tion. It also supports
more than 38 mam-
mal species, 340
bird species and
1,800 vascular plant
species. But spotting
a snow leopard is a
needle-in-a-haystack
affair. Its thick, mot-
tled coat melts into
rocky slopes, while
steep, remote terrain
gives it a vast natural
advantage. The
Ladakh govt spokes
person said lieu-
tenant governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena
safaris modelled on
national parks such
as Kaziranga and
Ranthambore, using
specially designed
open-back and
guides.

Technology is helping ICICI Prudential Life India move will mud-

bring down its savings cost-to-premium ratio

(1CICI PRIDENTIALS

Ke Saath Zimmedari Lagey Pyaari

Mumbai: ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance’s
sustained investment in
technology and automa-
tion along with other cost
optimisation initiatives
has played a central role in
bringing down its cost-to-
premium ratio for the sav-
ings line of business to
13.6% in Q1-FY2027. It has
reduced by 50 basis point
over the previous year,
even as the Company con-
tinues to scale its business.

Commenting on this,
Mr. Ganessan Soundiram,
Chief Technology Officer,
ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance, said, “At ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance,

h]i

Trusted
by over
20 crore
Indians in

our investments in bolster-
ing the Company’s digital
infrastructure have not
only empowered our cus-
tomers but also enabled us
to deliver an enhanced
customer experience
across their policy life
cycle.

We are leveraging Al,

analytics and platforms
such as ICICI Pru Partner
Stack, IPRU Edge, etc. to

strengthen customer
acquisition, distributor
effectiveness, servicing

and operational efficiency.
When we built our technol-
ogy stack, the goal was
never automation for its

own sake. It was about tak-
ing out the friction and the
cost that come from manu-
al processes, so that sav-
ings get passed on more
efficiently and customers
get a faster, simpler experi-
ence. That same thinking is
now helping us to improve
operational efficiency.
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Guwahati, Agency: China
has hit back sharply at India for
assigning standard names to 27
geographical  locations in
Arunachal Pradesh, with the
state-run Global Times claiming
these areas are in China's
'Zangnan' region - Beijing's term
for Arunachal Pradesh and
adjoining areas that it claims as
part of Tibet Autonomous part.

The daily reiterated that
Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson Guo Jiakun said at
a routine press briefing on April
14 that the Zangnan region is
China's territory and "China does
not recognise the so-called
'Arunachal Pradesh’' illegally set
up by India. It is fully within
China's sovereign rights for the
Chinese govt to issue standard
names for some of the places in
Zangnan.

- .

dle border talks

The reaction came three days
after India's Survey of India
updated its official map to identi-
fy 21 land areas, four passes, a
high-altitude glacial lake and a
1962 war hero monument in
Arunachal Pradesh, which govt
said was an exercise to ensure the
"correct identification" of places
and enhance public awareness of
their geographical and historical
significance.

Global Times reported on
Sunday night that the mapping
by India came shortly after the
36th meeting of the Working
Mechanism for Consultation and
Coordination on China-India
Border Affairs (WMCC), held on
Aug 6 in New Delhi, where offi-
cials from both sides discussed
control, mechanism building and
cross-border cooperation.



