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FSSAI puts influencers
celebrities on notice over
food promotions

New delhi, Agency:
From "boosts immunity”

to "rich in nutrients",
food claims endorsed by
celebrities and social
media influencers are
now under the Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India's
(FSSAI) scanner. In a
significant move aimed
at curbing misleading
promotions, the regula-
tor has warned influ-
encers and celebrities
that endorsing unveri-
fied food claims could
invite legal action, even
as it cracked down on
manufacturers selling
unsafe food products.

The advisory comes at
a time when food brands
are increasingly relying
on digital creators and
celebrities to market
health drinks, protein
supplements, snacks and
packaged foods to mil-
lions of consumers
online. FSSAI has asked
influencers to verify that
every claim made by a
brand is truthful, scien-
tifically substantiated
and compliant with food
safety regulations before
lending their name or
credibility.

The regulator said
endorsements are more
than advertisements
because consumers often
trust the people promot-
ing them. It cautioned
influencers against
amplifying claims such
as "boosts immunity" or
"rich in nutrients" unless
they are backed by evi-
dence and permitted
under food laws.
Misleading food adver-
tisements and endorse-
ments, it said, can attract
action under the Food
Safety and Standards
Act, 2006, and the Food
Safety and Standards
(Advertising and Claims)
Regulations, 2018.

Govt asks Air India to take
responsibility tells DGCA to

improve dope checks

NEW DELHI,
Agency: Govt |has
warned Air India to
improve its oversight on
operations and "take
responsibility" for ensur-

Govt notifies Rs 3,030-crore sche
me for three mega chemical parks

New delhi, Agency:
The Centre has formally
notified the BHAVYA
Rasayan scheme to
establish three greenfield
chemical parks across the
country, paving the way
for states to compete for
projects aimed at boost-
ing domestic chemical
manufacturing, reducing
import dependence and
attracting investment.

The Gazette notifica-
tion issued by the
Ministry of Chemicals
and Fertilisers opera-

approved by the Union
Cabinet last month. With
a total outlay of Rs 3,030
crore, the scheme will
run from 2026-27 to
2030-31 and support the
creation of shared indus-
trial infrastructure for
the chemical sector.
Under the scheme, the
Centre will provide up to
Rs 1,000 crore for each
chemical park, subject to
the concerned state con-
tributing at least Rs 500
crore. Any expenditure
beyond this will have to

ernment. Each park must
have a minimum 8 sq km
(2,000 acres) of contigu-
ous, encumbrance-free
land. The parks will be
selected through a chal-

process w1th proposals
evaluated on predefined
quantitative and qualita-
tive parameters, includ-
ing strategic relevance,
financial viability, imple-

long-term sustainability.

According to the noti-
fication, the parks will
provide common facili-
ties such as central efflu-
ent treatment plants,
hazardous waste man-
agement systems, water
supply, solvent recovery
and distillation units,
steam generation and
distribution networks,
intercon nected
pipelines, logistics infra-
structure, laboratory
testing centres and emer-
gency response facilities,

reduce costs and improve
environmental compli-
ance.

The government said
the scheme is aimed at
strengthening the entire
chemical value chain,
enhancing domestic pro-
duction capacity, improv-
ing cost competitiveness,
promoting exports and
import substitution,
attracting domestic and
foreign investment, and
generating employment,
while contributing to the
goal of Viksit Bharat

tionalises the scheme

be borne by the state gov-

lenge-based competitive

New delhi,
Agency: The
United Nations

Security Council
(UNSC) has offi-
cially attributed the
November 2025
blast near Delhi's
iconic Red Fort to

Al-Qaida in the
Indian Subcon
tinent (AQIS),

according to the
38th report of its
Analytical Support

lives. Al-Qaida in the

the Indian Subcon

a regional terrorist
entity; it
lished logistics and
financial networks,
working in decen-

Delhi was officially

Al-Qaida offshoot AQIS behind Red Fort
blast in 2025: UNSC report confirms

The assessment
marks a significant
shift in the attribu-
tion of the Red Fort
attack, which had

estab-

and Sanctions tralised, small, earlier been linked
Monitoring Team.  sScattered cells to the Pakistan-

The attack on instead of large based Jaish-e-
November 10 last units. The attack in Mohammed (JeM).
year claimed 11 November 2025 on The report noted

that one member
state had attributed

Red Fort in

tinent (AQIS, not attributed to aseries of attacks to
listed) continued to AQIS," the report, JeM and also linked
evolve from a frag- published on the group to the
mented group into August 10, stated. Red Fort blast.

Motihari Holds Full-Dress Rehearsal
Ahead of Independence Day

Sagar Suraj | Motihari

With preparations underway for
the Independence Day celebrations,
a full-dress rehearsal was held at
Motihari’s historic Gandhi Maidan
on Thursday, with senior civil
and police reviewing
the ceremonial arrangements and
parade ahead of the August 15
function.

District ~ Magistrate ~ (DM)
Saurabh Suman Yadav took the
salute during the rehearsal, before

officials

Eight platoons to
participate in August 15
parade at Gandhi Maidan

and East

in-charge  minister,
Shravan Kumar, will unfurl the
national flag at Gandhi Maidan at
9 am on August 15.

Eight platoons are scheduled
to participate in the parade, with
contingents from the Sashastra

Minister
district's

Champaran

mentation plans

and

enabling industries to

2047.

From New York to Delaware: US states to
commemorate 'India Day' on August 15

New delhi, Agency:
Delaware has proclaimed
August 15, 2026, as 'India
Day', joining New York and
New Jersey in recognising
India's Independence Day
and the contributions of the
Indian-American community
ahead of the country's 8oth
Independence Day.

The proclamation was
issued by Delaware Governor
Matthew Meyer, who high-
lighted the state's growing
Indian-American community
and its contributions to the
state's social and economic
life.

The development was
shared by the Consulate
General of India in New York
on August 13.

According to the procla-
mation, Delaware is

l

b

strengthened by the many
cultures and traditions rep-
resented across its communi-
ties, including its Indian-
American population.

Delaware honours Indian-
American community

The proclamation said
Delawareans of Indian her-
itage have enriched the state

New delhi, Agency:
Brittas has moved a privilege motion against

through their work, leader-
ship and service, contribut-
ing to shared prosperity and
creating opportunities for
future generations.

It also highlighted India's
diversity of languages, tradi-
tions, faiths and customs,
noting that generations of
Indian Americans have car-
ried these traditions forward
while building communities
in the US.

The proclamation said
India Day would provide an
opportunity to  honour
India's independence, cele-
brate the heritage and
achievements of Delaware's
Indian-American community
and recognise the enduring
connections between
Delaware and the people of
India.

Rajya Sabha row over 'lungi-
wala' comment against MP

CPM MP John

BJP MP Sushmita Dev, alleging that she
addressed him as "lungiwala" during pro-

ceedings in Rajya Sabha Monday.

Dev

denied that she had cast aspersions on attire

of any state.Brittas raised the issue in the
House Wednesday after listed papers were
laid on the table at the start of the day. He
said a member targeted him with the "lungi-
wala" remark while he was moving a statuto-
ry resolution against the Income Tax
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2026, Monday.
Brittas said the MP came from the treas-
ury benches, stood behind him, disturbed
him and started calling him a "lungi wala".
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ties against those testing
positive for "real" drugs,
while giving additional
chances to those whose
positive results stem
from medicines.

The  pilot-in-com-
mand of Air India's badly
rattled Aug 4 Phuket-
Delhi flight with 145 peo-
ple onboard is learnt to
have told investigators
he had been prescribed
sleeping pills due to per-
sonal problems which,
he claims, led to the pos-
itive dope tests. His
onboard behaviour is
also underthe scanner
after the cabin crew com-
plained against him.

The final report of
Al's last June
Ahmedabad crash in
which 260 people lost
their lives is not yet out
and then something like
this happens with Air
India.
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Use medical tourlsts money to treat poor Indians: Panel

New delhi, Agency:
Revenue earned from foreign
patients and affluent Indians
should help fund treatment for
poorer patients, a
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Health and
Family Welfare has recom-
mended, proposing that cor-
porate hospitals adopt a cross-
subsidisation model to make
advanced healthcare more
affordable.

The panel said hospitals
that benefit from government
concessions such as subsidised
land, tax incentives and 100%
foreign direct investment
(FDI) should earmark part of
the revenue generated from
medical tourism and high-pay-
ing patients to provide
advanced tertiary care to eco-

nomically weaker Indians.
The recommendation is
part of the committee's report
on the affordability and acces-
sibility of healthcare, which
noted that India's corporate

hospital sector has recorded
strong growth driven by high-
value procedures, rising med-
ical tourism and increasing
revenue per occupied bed.
While acknowledging India's
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emergence as a global health-
care destination, the panel
said the benefits of this growth
must also reach patients who
cannot afford expensive treat-
ment.

Observing that private
health insurance penetration
in India remains low and out-
of-pocket expenditure contin-
ues to push many families into
financial distress, the commit-
tee said a structured cross-
subsidy mechanism could
improve access to life-saving
tertiary care for poorer
patients. It said hospitals
receiving government support
should share part of the gains
from medical tourism and pre-
mium-paying patients with
economically weaker sections.

The panel also recommend-

ed that corporate hospitals
reserve a defined quota of beds
under government-funded
health insurance schemes such
as Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY
at standard package rates to
ensure that beneficiaries have
access to advanced treatment
at leading private hospitals.

To address the uneven dis-
tribution of healthcare infra-
structure, the committee pro-
posed linking government
incentives, including sub-
sidised land, tax benefits and
FDI facilitation, to investment
in tier-2, tier-3 and rural
areas. It also recommended
expanding public-private part-
nerships and extending finan-
cial and technology support to
smaller hospitals in under-
served regions.



