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Barrierless tolling
makes road users fall in
line, drop in number of

e-notices at plazas
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New Delhi, Agency
: After earlier uncertain-
ty, there are now clear
indications that barrier-
less tolling on national
highway (NH) stretches,
coupled with e-notices
for violations, is inculcat-
ing greater discipline
among road users.

At Choryasi toll plaza
on NH-48 in Gujarat, the
first to go live, e-notices
fell from 1.7 lakh in May
to 1.1 lakh in June and
further to 92,240 in July.
Mundka toll plaza in
Delhi, which went live on
May 10, recorded 1.69
lakh e-notices in June,
with a marginal decline
to 1.67 lakh in July.

Multilane free flow
(MLFF), or barrierless
tolling, is currently oper-
ational at five toll plazas.
It was rolled out at
Daulatpura on Delhi-
Jaipur highway and
Gharaunda on Delhi-
Chandigarh highway in
the third and fourth
week of June, respective-
ly. Manoharpura on
Delhi-Jaipur highway
was the latest to go live,
on July 1. Data show that
e-notices issued during
the first month of MLFF
operations at
Daulatpura, Gharaunda
and Manoharpura were
significantly lower than
those issued when the
system was launched at
Choryasi and Mundka.
Daulatpura issued
33,038 e-notices in July,
while Gharaunda and
Manoharpura recorded
86,760 and 70,550,
respectively.

Govt to allow trading
of major minerals on
exchange from next
financial year

New Delhi,
Agency: Aiming to
bring greater trans-
parency to the trading of
major minerals and
improve price discovery,
govt has decided to allow
their trading on an
exchange, which is likely
to become functional by
the next financial year.

The ministry of mines
has notified the rules,
and the Indian Bureau of
Mines has been appoint-
ed the nodal agency and
regulator to invite appli-
cations from companies
willing to run the
exchange. The exchange
is initially likely to allow
trading in some of the
major minerals, includ-
ing iron ore, bauxite,
limestone and man-
ganese. The ministry of
coal has separately noti-
fied rules to set up an
exchange for trading in
coal and appointed the

Coal Controller
Organisation as the reg-
ulator. The CCO has

invited applications from
companies to set up an
exchange.

According to officials,
the minerals exchange is
expected to improve
market access and
reduce disputes over
quality, pricing and con-
tract terms.
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New Delhi, Agency
: The government has
proposed a detailed
licensing and safety
framework for expand-
ing atomic  power,
including insurance or
financial security or a
combination of both, for
nuclear damage, as it
seeks to scale clean ener-
gy by allowing private
and foreign participation
in the nuclear sector
under the SHANTT Act.

The government
released the draft SHAN-
TI Rules, 2026 and
SHANTI Regulations,
2026, on Friday for pub-
lic consultation, provid-

and safety authorisation.
While the Rules deal
with licensing of nuclear
and related activities, the
Regulations set out
detailed safety require-
ments at different stages
of a facility's life. The
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Government seeks stakeholder com-
ments on nuclear rules and regulations

Sustainable Harnessing [

and Advancement of
Nuclear Energy for
Transforming India
(SHANTI) Act, enacted
in Dec last year, replaced
the Atomic Energy Act of
1962 and Civil Liability
for Nuclear Damage Act
of 2010, providing a new
framework for safety,
licensing and liability in
the nuclear sector.

capacity by 2047, from
8.8 GW currently. The
government has also tar-
geted around 22 GW by
2031-32 as part of its
Nuclear Energy Mission.

Under the proposed
Rules, prospective oper-
ators can seek an "in-

technology,  allowing
them to negotiate with
reactor technology ven-
dors and acquire land
and other infrastructure.
The approval would not
amount to a final licence
and can be revoked on
grounds including public

safety, or misrepresenta-
tion or suppression of
material facts.

The rules also allow a
single composite licence
for building, owning,
operating and decom-
missioning nuclear
plants. The licence can
cover electricity genera-
tion, captive generation,
hydrogen production,
research and other
peaceful applications,
with captive nuclear
power specifically recog-
nised for energy-inten-
sive industries, data cen-
tres, semiconductor
manufacturing and Al
applications.

Rules require the design
to be approved or certi-
fied by the regulatory
authority in the country
of origin and the reactor
to be operational either
there or in another for-
eign country. The coun-
try of origin must have a
self-reliant nuclear reac-
tor design and supply-
chain ecosystem and
globally trusted regulato-
ry approvals. The rules
require the licensee to
obtain design approval
and safety authorisation
from the Atomic Energy
Regulatory Board
(AERB) for siting, con-
struction, commission-

ing separate but linked
frameworks for licensing

of 100 GW of

India has set a target

nuclear

principle approval” even
before selecting a site or

New Delhi,
A gency:
:Comptroller and
Auditor General has
flagged gaps in sani-
tation and mini-
mum essential
amenities at 458 out
of 512 railway sta-
tions, including
presence of E coli
bacteria in water
coolers at eight sta-
tions. The CAG
report on "passen-
ger amenities and
sanitation at non-
suburban railway
stations", presented
in Parliament last
week, said bacterio-
logical analysis of
drinking water was
not carried out at 59
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stations in six zones.

"Water sample
from water coolers
was positive for E
coli at two stations
(Coimbatore and
Palakkad junctions)
in Southern
Railway, one station
(Hyderabad) in
South Central
Railway, four sta-
tions (Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
Terminus, Bhiwandi
Road, Kalyan and
Lonavala) in Central
Railway, and one
station (Madhupur)

E coli found in drinking water, rail
stations lack basic facilities: CAG
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in Eastern Railway,"
the report said.

It said the results
of drinking water
samples collected
from taps at 49 sta-
tions in eight zones
during 2022-23 and
56 stations in nine
zones during 2023-
24 indicated pres-
ence of coliforms
bacteria. Following
the CAG report, rail-
way minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw
and top officials held
a review meeting. In
a statement,
Railways said a new
"Tank to Tap" water
filtration system will
be implemented at
20,000 locations.

interest, national securi-
ty, public health and

foreign designs,

For reactors based on
the

ing, operation and
decommissioning.

'Warm goodbye to the party I love': Shehzad
Poonawalla resigns from BJP 'once again'

New Delhi, Agency: BJP
leader Shehzad Poonawalla
has once again submitted his
resignation from all party
posts, urging the party to
accept it after his earlier res-
ignation was rejected.

In a post on X, Poonawalla
said he had "once again sub-
mitted" his resignation letter
to BJP president Nitin Nabin
and requested that it be
accepted. He expressed grati-
tude to the BJP and its senior
leaders, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari, JP
Nadda and BL Santhosh, for
their guidance and support.

Poonawalla said he was
"eternally grateful" for the

opportunities and platform
provided to him by the BJP
and the larger Sangh Parivar.

"In no other country and
no other party would a story
like mine, of a young,
Pasmanda Muslim, non
dynast, even be possible,” he
said. Poonawalla had earlier
tendered his resignation from
all party posts, but the BJP

had not accepted it.

"Please read this letter in
continuation with my last let-
ter dated 30th of July 2026,
where 1 offered to resign
unconditionally from all posi-
tions and primary member-
ship of the BJP due to press-
ing financial and personal cir-
cumstances. It was extremely
touching and I am indeed
grateful that the party refused
to accept my resignation let-
ter immediately and request-
ed me to reconsider the deci-
sion. But after long and hard
contemplation, I have arrived
at a final decision that I would
like to press for relieving me
from my role as National
Spokesperson and active pri-
mary membership of the
BJP," Poonawalla said in his
resignation letter.

Slugfest over Congress s P Chidambaram's 'dimagi Naxal' post

New Delhi,
Agency: PM Modi's
'dimagi Naxal' remark
on August 15 became
the subject of a politi-
cal slugfest Sunday,
with Congress's P
Chidambaram saying
he was "proud to be a
dimagi Naxal" to
which BJP replied that
the ex-home minis-
ter's remark shows

|

how UPA govt was
run.

Union minister Kiren
Rijiju said the PM was not
referring to the opposition.
"Only following are Dimagi
Naxals: 1. Who support
Maoists and reject Indian
Constitution. 2. Who stand
with separatists & support
Article 370. 4. Who want to
cut chicken neck to sepa-
rate North-East from
India," he said on X. tnn

Congress Rajya Sabha
MP Pawan Khera respond-

ed on X: "Brother Kiren
Rijiju, get your counting
right first, then we'll
answer. After 1 and 2
comes 3, not 4."

BJP ally TDP MP and
former IPS officer Tenneti
Krishna Prasad backed

PM's "dimagi Naxals"
remarks, saying a new
form of "intellectual

Naxalism" has emerged.
"The forest Naxalites and
Maoists have been
removed from forests; now

this new form has
emerged. Therefore,
we have to remain
extremely vigilant
and protect our
country, especially
our youth," he said in
a video statement,
according to news
agency PTI.

In an apparent
reference to Rahul
Gandhi, Tenneti
Krishna said, "Today,
forest Naxalites have
gone, and a new form has
emerged. I call them 'intel-
lectual Naxalites'. They do
not operate in forests; they
operate in cities. They
organise seminars in air-
conditioned halls.

BJP MP Ravi Shankar
Prasad said Chidambaram
"has become the face of the
Congress ecosystem which
nurtures Maoism". He
recalled that as home min-
ister, Chidambaram had

expressed willingness to
hold talks with Naxals
when they had killed 76
security personnel, while
JNU had witnessed an
event lauding the killers.
Under Modi govt, Maoism
has not only been finished
off but national flag is also
flying in former strong-
holds of Maoists, he said.

BJP also kept up its
attack on Congress for
allegedly insulting national
song Vande Mataram, with
BJP president Nitin Nabin,
saying bowing to funda-
mentalist forces has
become a permanent poli-
cy of Congress. Besides the
attempt by Sonia Gandhi
to "stop" the recital of
Vande Mataram's full ver-
sion at Congress headquar-
ters, its govt in Kerala
removed the song alto-
gether from the
Independence Day event,
he said.

Centre orders corrective meas-
ures after CAG flags unsafe
drinking water at railway stations

New Delhi,
Agency : Railway
ministry on Sunday
ordered  corrective

measures to ensure
safe drinking water at
railway stations fol-
lowing a CAG report
on drinking water quality. After a whole-day
review by Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw and other senior officials, the min-
istry ordered the installation of a "Tank to
Tap" water filtration system at railway sta-
tions. The ministry said water coolers and a
comprehensive water filtration and monitor-
ing system will be installed at 20,000 loca-
tions across the railway network.

The government also ordered the replace-
ment of water tanks and strict compliance
with water testing, accountability and sched-
uled cleaning.

"This is a top priority area and will be
monitored directly at the Board level.
Progress and water quality reports will be
published periodically to ensure transparen-
cy," the railway ministry said.

NTA admlts errors, orders fresh NET for 3 subjects

New Delhi, Agency
National Testing Agency
(NTA) on Sunday acknowl-
edged that the UGC-NET
papers in English, Commerce
and Sociology had multiple
errors and repeated questions,
and said the defects were too
extensive to be addressed sim-
ply by dropping questions after
the answer-key challenge
process. It has ordered fresh
examinations for all three sub-
jects. The re-tests will be held
on September 9 and 10.
English will be conducted from
g9am to noon on September 9,
Commerce from 3pm to 6pm
the same day, and Sociology
from o9am to noon on
September 10. No additional
examination fee will be
charged.

The decision came hours

after NTA released provisional
answer keys for 84 of the 87
UGC-NET subjects but with-
held the keys for these three
papers, nearly seven weeks
after the June examination.
NTA said a committee set
up after receiving "several
complaints” found "many fac-
tual, typographical, translation
errors”, including misspelt

names of prominent scholars,
garbled book titles, wrongly
worded questions, grammati-
cal and punctuation mistakes
and non-standard terms used
for established concepts. The
committee also found repeti-
tion of a "significant number"
of questions previously asked.
The agency said papers car-
rying defects of this extent did
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not meet the standards of a fair
and error-free examination
and that the problems could
not be corrected merely by
dropping questions after chal-
lenges were received.

Media had on July 1 report-
ed complaints over the
Sociology and English papers.
Sociology candidates alleged
that the June 30 paper con-
tained spelling and grammati-
cal errors, mangled names of
well-known thinkers, poor
Hindi translations and ques-
tions apparently unrelated to
the prescribed syllabus. Some
also alleged that parts of the
paper appeared Al-generated.

Candidates had pointed out
that "Ritzer" appeared as
"Putzer", "Parsons" as
"Parsow”, "Ghurye" as
"Ghunye" and A R Desai as "A

K Desai", among several other
errors. The English paper had
also come under scrutiny after
candidates alleged that 67 of its
150 questions were identical to
questions asked in the 2024
examination, with even the
sequence of answer options
reportedly unchanged.
Complaints over repetition
were subsequently raised in
Commerce as well.

The episode comes two
years after the June 2024
UGC-NET was cancelled a day
after it was held following
inputs received by UGC from
the National Cyber Crime
Threat Analytics Unit under
the home ministry indicating
that the integrity of the exami-
nation may have been compro-
mised. The test was subse-
quently conducted afresh.



