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BRIFF NEWS

Assam Sends Proposal To
Centre To Reduce
Kaziranga Eco-Sensitive
Zone; Opposition Objects

State Proposes
Reducing Default 10-
Km Zone To 1-3 Km

Guwahati, Agency:The
Assam government has sent a
proposal to the Centre to
reduce the default 10-km eco-
sensitive zone around
Kaziranga National Park to 1-3
km. The state government has
clarified that the proposal is
fully in accordance with the
Supreme Court’s directions.

The government said the
move would not change the
original boundaries of the
UNESCO World Heritage Site
and the park famous for one-
horned rhinoceroses. Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, while giving informa-
tion on social media platform
X, clarified that the boundaries
of the national park would
remain completely unchanged.

He said the government’s
move falls within the scope of
the Supreme Court’s direc-
tions, which allow notification
of an eco-sensitive zone
extending from one to three
kilometres. The Chief Minister
stressed that the distance is
measured from the outer
boundary of the park, not from
its core area.

Decision Taken Keeping
Livelihood And Development
In Mind.

According to the state gov-
ernment, the large 10-km
radius had imposed severe
restrictions on local and
indigenous communities for
basic needs such as construct-
ing houses.

AMU Research: Snow Cover
In Uttarakhand Declined
Over 30 Years, Concrete

Jungle Expanded

Dehradun, Agency:
While the mountains of
Uttarakhand have been losing
their snow cover over the past
three decades, cities and con-
struction have continued to
consume land.

Between 1992 and 2022,
the snow-covered area in the
state declined by 1,640.82
square kilometres, while dur-
ing the same period the built-
up area increased nearly 13
times to 526.35 square kilome-
tres. This means that the con-
crete footprint has rapidly
expanded over land once dom-
inated by natural cover.

The picture has emerged
from a study by researchers at
Aligarh Muslim University.
The research team studied data
for 1992, 2002, 2012 and 2022
based on satellite imagery, cli-
mate data and geographic
information system analysis.
The study covered 53,483
square kilometres of
Uttarakhand.

Snow Cover Shrunk By
1,640 Sq Km In 30 Years

According to the study,
around 14,951.98 square kilo-
metres of Uttarakhand was
covered by snow in 1992. By
2012, this had declined to
8,864.64 square kilometres,
while the snow-covered area
was recorded at 13,311.16
square kilometres in 2022.

This means that compared
to 1992, around 1,640.82
square kilometres of area still
has less snow cover.

According to researchers,
the increasing rate of snowmelt
in high-altitude areas may
affect the water cycle. This
could directly affect river
flows and water availability in
lower areas.

“I Apologise...” Tamil Nadu Minister Took Karunani
dhi’s Name Without Honorific, CM Vijay Says Sorry

Opposition DMK Objects To Minister’s Reference To Former Chief Minister

Chennai, Agency: Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay immediately apologised
on Monday after a minister
directly referred to former
Chief Minister M Karunanidhi
by his name without a respect-
ful form of address in the
Tamil Nadu Assembly.

State Forest Minister R V
Ranjith Kumar did not use the
word “Kalaignar” (scholar)
while referring to the veteran
DMK leader, although there is
a tradition in the Assembly of
addressing him by this
respectful title. Opposition
party DMK immediately
objected to the minister’s
remark.

protest over the breach of
decorum, the Chief Minister
intervened. He acknowledged
that referring to the late leader
in this manner was wrong and

fr" ‘r‘.

clearly apologised on behalf
of his minister. Calming the
tension in the Assembly, Vijay
said, “I apologise on his
behalf.”

A
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What Is The Matter?

The protest began when
Ranjith Kumar criticised old
strategies  of
money in exchange for votes

during a debate on demands
for grants for the Health and
Revenue departments.
Referring to the controversial
Tiruman galam formula, he
claimed that up to Rs 1,500
per vote had been distributed
in his Kancheepuram con-
stituency during previous
elections.

Comparing previous elec-
tions with the present adminis-
tration, the Forest Minister
said the current government
had come to power without
distributing money for votes.
However, while referring to
electoral strategies, he called

Kalaignar or former Chief
Minister.

DMK Protests

The direct reference to his
name violated an old tradition
in the Tamil Nadu Assembly
under which respected leaders
are traditionally addressed
with formal titles or honorific
terms. Members of the
Opposition DMK immediately
and strongly protested the
breach of etiquette.

To defuse the growing ten-
sion, Vijay intervened before
the debate could be derailed.
The Chief Minister stopped
the Forest Minister in the mid-

To calm the Opposition’s

Jharkhand Mahotsav-02 Showcases
State’s RlCh Folk Culture in Delhl

New Delhi: Jharkhand’s rich
folk culture, traditional art, music,
dance and heritage took centre stage
at Jharkhand Mahotsav-02, organ-
ised at the LTG Auditorium in Mandi
House, New Delhi, on Tuesday. The
event aimed to provide the state’s
cultural traditions with a wider
national platform. Hazaribagh Lok
Sabha MP Manish Jaiswal attended
the festival and praised the organis-
ers for showcasing Jharkhand’s cul-
tural identity in the national capital.
He said such programmes play an
important role in taking the state’s
cultural heritage to people across the
country while connecting younger
generations with its folk traditions.
The festival featured colourful per-
formances of various traditional folk
dances, music and art forms of
Jharkhand. Artists presented the

Mission 2027 Preparations: Rahul Gandhi
To Meet Punjab Congress Veterans

Strategy To Rein In Factionalism
Senior Leaders Likely To Discuss
Assembly Poll Preparations And

Organisational Differences

Chandigarh, Agency: Amid long-running faction-
alism in the Punjab Congress, the party high command

state’s traditions and social life
through vibrant cultural performanc-
es, receiving an enthusiastic
response from the audience.

Jaiswal said Jharkhand’s culture
is an important part of India’s diverse
cultural heritage. He congratulated
the organisers for creating a platform
that highlights the state’s artistic tra-
ditions and promotes their wider
recognition.

The MP said the festival was
organised jointly by Jharkhand

is now preparing to bring senior leaders together to dis-

cuss electoral strategy. A key meeting of Rahul Gandhi
with prominent Punjab Congress leaders is likely to be

held in Delhi on August 19 and 20.

The meeting may discuss preparations for the 2027

Punjab Assembly elections as well as differences with-

in the state organisation. The proposed Congress
Working Committee (CWC) meeting on August 19 is
expected to discuss strategies for upcoming elections

in various states.

During this period, a separate meeting of Punjab
leaders with Rahul Gandhi is likely. It may include
Punjab Congress president Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring, Leader of Opposition in the Assembly Partap
Singh Bajwa, MP Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa, former
Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi and Election
Campaign Committee chairman Vijay Inder Singla,

among other senior leaders.

Major Faces To Appear Together Before Rahul
Gandhi.This will be the first time that prominent faces
from different factions of the Punjab Congress will

old Bangladeshi

gave this
Monday.
According to
police official, the
been identified
Sultana. She was

-.r
and Omega
Group. He said the initiative seeks to

Association Delhi

strengthen  the  identity  of
Jharkhand’s folk culture at the
national level and help people from
the state living in Delhi remain con-
nected with their roots and traditions.

The event also witnessed consid-
erable enthusiasm among visitors,
with the cultural presentations offer-
ing a glimpse into Jharkhand’s dis-
tinctive traditions and artistic her-
itage.

Strict Action On Drugs And Luxury Vehicles In
Delhi University Students’ Union Polls

New Delhi, Agency: Ignoring rules during the Delhi
University Students’ Union (DUSU) elections could now
prove costly for candidates. The university administration
has warned that the nominations of candidates violating
rules during election activities may be cancelled.Not only
this, in case of serious violations, action may even be
taken to cancel the entire election. On Monday, a meeting
was held at the Proctor’s Office involving the university
proctor, chief election officer.

Bangladeshi Woman Illegally Returns After One Month, Arrested By Police
DeportedTo Bangladesh Last Month; Police Probe How She Re-Entered India

Mumbai, Agency: Mumbai
Police have arrested a 27-year-
woman for
allegedly re-entering India ille-
gally and staying in the city with-
out valid travel documents.

The arrest took place just one
month after she had been deport-
ed to her country. An official
information

on

a Gamdevi
accused has
as Nadira
arrested for

senior DMK leader M dle of his speech and acknowl-

distributing  Karunanidhi simply edged that referring to the late
“Karunanidhi” and did not use ~ leader in that manner was
respectful terms such as lnappropriate.

34-Year-0ld Man And His 4-Year-Old Son Found

Dead In Bengaluru, Mother-In-Law Alleges Murder
Police Register Case On Mother’s Complaint; Allegations
Against Wife Yet To Be Confirmed

Bengaluru, Agency: A 34-
year-old man and his four-year-
old son were found dead inside
their residence in  the
Chikkabanavara area of north
Bengaluru on Monday. Police
have registered a murder case
based on a complaint filed by
the man’s mother.

The incident came to light at
a house on gth Cross in Gutt
Basaveshwar Nagar, where a
man named Abhinandan lived
with his wife Harini and their
four-year-old son. According to
the FIR  registered at
Chikkabanavara police station,
both are suspected to have died
between 10 pm on August 16
and 6 am on August 17.

What Did Abhinandan’s
Mother Tell Police?

Complainant Bhagyamma,
Abhinandan’s mother, told
police that she received a call
from a relative at around 6:30
am informing her that her son
and grandson had been found
dead at home.

She reached the house at
around 9:15 am and allegedly
found Abhinandan with injuries
on his face and limbs and bleed-
ing from the head. The four-
year-old child was found dead

nearby.

Mother-In-Law
Daughter-In-Law

The complaint alleges that
the child was strangled to death.
Bhagyamma alleged that her
son and grandson may have
been killed because of her
daughter-in-law Harini’s
alleged extramarital affair.

The complaint also stated
that Harini had allegedly left
with a man named Vinay
around a year ago and returned
nearly two months later, after
which she started living with
Abhinandan.

Police have registered an FIR
against Harini and others under
Sections 238 and 103(1) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. The
allegations made in the com-
plaint have not yet been con-
firmed. Police are investigating
the circumstances surrounding
the deaths.

Suspects

During preliminary question-
ing by police, she could not pro-
vide clear information about her
identity and address. As her
behaviour appeared suspicious,
she was taken to the police sta-
tion for further questioning.

During the investigation,
police found that she did not
have valid documents to stay in
India. Police said the investiga-
tion revealed that Sultana had
been deported from India to
Bangladesh only last month.

After deportation, she again

appear together before Rahul Gandhi. The high com-
mand is therefore expected to clarify its position on
leadership in the state organisation, election commit-
tees and ticket distribution.

allegedly entering India through
an illegal route and staying with-
out the required documents.
Police are now investigating how

she re-entered India and whether
anyone helped her in the process.

The incident came to light on
Saturday when police received

information about a suspected
Bangladeshi woman moving
around in a pavement area near
Girgaum Chowpatty.

returned to India through an ille-
gal route and eventually reached
Mumbai. A case has been regis-
tered in the matter.

40-Lane Road Built Between Delhi And Meerut, Gadkari’s Big Claim Sparks Social Media Buzz
Union Minister Says Infrastructure Should Be Planned For Next 25 To 50 Years

Pune, Agency: Union Road
Transport and Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari claimed on Monday
that he had recently built a 40-lane
road between Delhi and Meerut.

He said seeing modern and wide
highways in other countries
inspired him to build roads on a
large scale in India as well. Gadkari
made the statement at the Festival
of Thinkers programme  at
Symbiosis International University
in Pune.

Recalling his old experience,
Gadkari said the Mumbai-Pune
Expressway was built 27 years ago
during his tenure and even today it
does not have potholes.

In a light-hearted manner, he
said the good condition of the
expressway is not discussed on
social media, but he was trolled on
social media after a section of the

missing link of the Mumbai-Pune
Expressway collapsed.

He clarified that the project
belonged to the state government.
He said, “It seems social media is

good for quality control.” Gadkari
said that at that time the Forest
Department had not given permis-
sion for construction of the missing
link.
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In May, Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis inaugurated the
13.3-km missing link of the
Mumbai-Pune Expressway. Its
objective was to bypass the difficult
hilly section and make travel easier
and safer. After heavy rains in July,
a landslide occurred near Tunnel-2
at its entry point.

Detect Road Defects Before
They Become Major Problems
Through Technology

Gadkari also stressed the use of
modern technology in monitoring
roads and infrastructure. He said
roads should be monitored through
drones, artificial intelligence,
LiDAR and satellite technology so
that minor defects can be detected
in time and do not become major
problems.

Sharing his experience of con-
structing the Mumbai-Pune

Expressway, Gadkari said that at
that time emphasis had been placed
on building an eight-lane road keep-
ing future traffic in mind. But after
seeing highways abroad, he felt that
the plan should have been made on
a much larger scale. He said, “When
I saw roads in other countries, I felt
that we should have planned at least
a 40-lane road. Recently, I built a
40-lane road between Delhi and
Meerut.” Gadkari said infrastruc-
ture should be planned not merely
according to current requirements
but keeping the next 25 to 50 years
in mind. According to him, strong
infrastructure is the foundation of
economic growth and helps increase
employment and reduce poverty. He
also stressed the strong relationship
between infrastructure, technology,
research, innovation and economic
growth.



