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On his first visit to
J&K, US envoy Sergio
Gor to meet Omar

Srinagar, Agency:
US ambassador to India,
Sergio Gor, is scheduled
to arrive in Jammu &
Kashmir on Wednesday
for his first visit to the
union territory.

Gor, the 27th US
ambassador to India who
also serves as his coun-
try's special envoy for
South and Central Asia, is
likely to meet lieutenant
governor Manoj Sinha
and CM Omar Abdullah.

NC spokesperson and
legislator Tanvir Sadiq
said Gor would be meet-
ing Omar at his Gupkar
residence  Wednesday
afternoon. Gor will leave
for Ladakh on Thursday.
However, it is not clear
whether he is meeting
Ladakh LG Vinai Kumar
Saxena, who is in New
Delhi and will be return-
ing to Leh only on Aug 22.
Though US diplomats
have often  visited
Kashmir over the past few
years, Gor's visit is seen
as significant in the Valley
given his profile.

Former minister and
PDP spokesperson
Naeem Akhtar said,
"Given that Gor is also the
special envoy to South
and Central Asia, the visit
assumes some signifi-
cance. Especially in the
context of Trump's
wholesome endorsement
of recent Pak-Saudi-
Turkey defence pact.”

In 2024, a delegation
of US diplomats had met
Omar Abdullah, then
vice-president of the
National Conference, at
his residence.

(Goa moves SC, seeks
life imprisonment for
Tejpal for sex assault

W

New Delhi, Agency:

Even before former
Tehelka editor-in-chief
Tarun Tejpal could chal-
lenge his conviction and
the 10-year imprison-
ment awarded by the Goa
bench of Bombay HC in a
sexual assault case, Goa
govt Tuesday filed an
appeal in Supreme Court
seeking enhancement of
the sentence to life
imprisonment, arguing
that he got away lightly
given the gravity of the
offence. Goa govt's appeal
said the woman was his
employee and friend's
daughter, and Tejpal mis-
used his position of
authority to commit the
offences when she was
performing her duties at
an event organised by
him in his capacity as
employer.

The state contested
the HC's decision to
direct the two 10-year
sentences to run concur-
rently because the crime
was committed 13 years
ago and the woman and
the convict had moved on
with their lives. "Passage
of time cannot operate to
the benefit of the offender
or become a premium for
the delay in the adminis-
tration of justice, particu-
larly at the cost of the vic-
tim," govt said. "The sen-
tence imposed does not
adequately reflect the
gravity of the offences or
the aggravating circum-
stances found proved.

NTAremoves 600 experts, brings 4-tier paper checks

New Delhi,
Agency: National
Testing Agency (NTA)
has removed 600 experts
from its panels and
begun onboarding new
specialists, while decid-
ing to subject every
paper to four levels of
scrutiny before an exam-
ination.

NTA director general
apprised education min-
ister Pralhad Joshi on
Tuesday of the measures
at a follow-up review
meeting. The agency
informed the ministry
that it will also induct
20-25 officials over the
next two to three weeks
and shift its offices to
new premises on a "war
footing", with CISF
teams deployed to rein-
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4-tier check to boost
scrutiny at different
stages of paper setting

Education minister
Pralhad Joshi, it is
learned, has directed
that all necessary securi-

arrangements be com-
pleted at the earliest. The
agency's wider recruit-

ment plan was also
reviewed.

The four-tier checking
mechanism is to

different stages of ques-
tion-paper preparation,
and detect factual, lan-
guage, translation and
formatting errors before
papers are finalised. The
move comes after serious

Commerce and Sociology
question papers.

NTA had received
several complaints about
the three papers. A com-
mittee subsequently
found multiple factual,
typographical and trans-
lation errors, wrongly
worded questions and
significant repetition. It
concluded that the
defects were too exten-
sive. Tuesday's meeting
followed Joshi's first
review on Monday, when
he ordered a comprehen-
sive audit of NTA's
examination processes
and sought a report on
corrective action taken.

He also directed an
overhaul of the agency's
confidential operations,
including secluded

air-gapped  computer
systems and device-
deposit protocols.
Officials had sepa-
rately informed the min-
ister that over 50 NTA
staff had been removed
as part of the agency's
broader restructuring.
The action was not
linked to errors in the
three papers. NTA is also
filling 10 professional
leadership posts, includ-
ing chief technology offi-
cer, chief finance officer,
chief information securi-
ty officer and general
managers for test securi-
ty, research and psycho-
metrics. Private-sector
specialists are being
inducted in areas such as
cybersecurity, psycho-
metrics and question-

force security.

ty and infrastructural

strengthen scrutiny at

New Delhi,
Agency: A parlia-
mentary panel has
recommended that
the gap between the

drug used during
the golden hour of a
heart attack, as an
example. According
to the report, its

Panel seeks 20% cap on drug
medical device mark-ups

more affordable. It
also recommended
rationalising the
prices of peripheral
stents and drug-

landing price, or
the cost at which a
medicine or med-
ical device reaches
the market, and its

@)

eluting balloons.

Pointing to the
impact of price reg-
ulation, the com-

7]

MRP should not
exceed 20%, citing
wide price dispari-
ties  that can
increase patients'
out-of-pocket
expenditure.The
Standing

Committee on
Health and Family
Welfare cited

Tenecteplase, a life-
saving clot-busting

landing cost is Rs
18,000, while the
MRP is Rs 50,000,
with patients being
billed at the MRP.
The panel said
the gap between
landing cost and
MRP needs to be
reduced to make
medicines
medical

mittee noted that
cardiac stents,
which earlier cost
around Rs 1.9 lakh,
were capped at Rs
25,000-30,000 in
2017.

The panel, how-
ever, stressed that
lowering prices
should not compro-
mise the quality or
availability of med-

and
devices

Satyendar Jain, Delhi Jal Board ex-
CEO among 6 arrested for 'scam’

defects in

English,

rooms for sensitive work,

paper design.

Food labels, claims under FSSAI scanner
firms revise products after notices

New Delhi, Agency:
Misleading claims, incorrect
product descriptions, ingredi-
ent declarations and packag-
ing material have come under
the scanner of the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI), with several
businesses taking corrective
action after notices.Lotte
India Corporation Pvt Ltd was
flagged over "100%" claims
and subsequently rectified its
labels. Dabur India Ltd was
pulled up for selling an
Ayurvedic proprietary medic-
inal oil as edible oil. It
informed e-commerce plat-
forms about the product's
correct categorisation and
discontinued use of "edible
oil".

Ferns N Petals Pvt Ltd was
flagged for using hydrogenat-

ed vegetable fat instead of
cocoa butter and deficiencies
in ingredient and nutritional
declarations, including rec-
ommended dietary allowance
and mango percentage. It
subsequently revised labels of
affected products, including
Roasted Almond Chocolate.
Eat Better Ventures Pvt
Ltd was flagged over a "No
Added Sugar" claim and a
comparative claim involving
ordinary ladoos. It removed
the comparative claims and

revised its advertising.

FSSAI also flagged S S
Product Prop over non-food-
grade packaging material and
mandatory labelling deficien-
cies, citing a potential con-
tamination concern. The firm
said it had been closed since
February 2026 and would
comply with applicable provi-
sions if the business resumed.

Another notice concerned
OM Sai Healthcare's Vedefal
capsules, with FSSAI flagging
non-compliance with provi-
sions governing health sup-
plements and nutraceuticals
and concerns over product
claims and declarations. The
company acknowledged the
observations, revised market-
ing material and instructed
dealers to discontinue previ-
ous promotional material.

ED raids 10 locations linked to
SP leader Azam Khan, Jauhar
University across UP, Delhi

New Delhi, Agency:
Nearly two years after
Satyendar Jain, former
minister in erstwhile AAP
govt, was released on bail
from Tihar Jail in an
alleged ED money launder-
ing case filed, Delhi govt's
Anti-Corruption Branch
Tuesday arrested him,
along with Delhi Jal Board
ex-CEO Udit Prakash Rai
and four others in an
alleged DJB scam.

Jain had spent nearly
one-and-a-half years in
incarceration after being
arrested in the money laun-
dering case on May 31,
2022. He was granted bail
on Oct 18, 2024.

According to joint com-
missioner of  police

alleges widespread irregu-
larities, manipulation of
tender criteria and illicit
collusion in the tendering
process for the augmenta-
tion and upgradation of
DJB's sewage treatment
plants. The other four indi-
viduals taken into custody
are former DJB contractual
consultant Ankit
Srivastava, AN Enterprises
proprietor Nagendra
Yadav, Euroteck
Environment owner Raja

claimed to have revealed
that the tendering criteria
were heavily tailored to
mandate restrictive techni-
cal specifications that
favored Euroteck
Environment, "thereby sti-
fling fair competition".
"Essential effluent
parameters were omitted, a
mandatory pilot study was
bypassed and sudden tech-
nical specification changes
were inserted to deliver sig-
nificant, unfair financial
benefits to the private enti-
ty at a steep cost to the pub-
lic  exchequer,” ACB
alleged. Electronic evi-
dence seized during the
probe uncovered active
communications between
the private operators and
govt officials, showing that

officially integrated into
DJB tender notices, it
added. Financial tracing
uncovered a complex
money-trail designed to
disguise kickbacks as com-
mercial transactions
through intermediary enti-
ties, specifically Srijanhar
and AN Enterprises, the
agency alleged. ACB
claimed to have established
that Udit Prakash Rai, as
then DJB CEO, received
bribes of Rs 1.5 crore
through banking channels
via Nagendra Yadav's firm,
AN Enterprises, with the
initial funds originating
from Euroteck. These illicit
proceeds were subsequent-
ly routed into accounts
belonging to Rai and his
relatives, where they were

New Delhi, Agency: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Wednesday conducted
searches in Uttar Pradesh's Rampur and
Saharanpur and Delhi g
in connection with
Samajwadi Party
leader Azam Khan. &

Officials said |
around 10 premises in
Rampur and
Saharanpur in Uttar Pradesh and Delhi were
being searched as part of a case registered
under the Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA). Officials said the investigation
pertains to the alleged "diversion of govern-
ment contract funds through private con-
tractors and their subsequent utilisation,
including for creation of assets of the uni-
versity and trust."”

"The investigation has also revealed
financial transactions between certain con-
tractors and the trust and contractors
allegedly benefiting from Government con-
tracts diverted funds towards the trust and

Vikramjit Singh, the case Kumar Kurra  and

stems from a formal com- Srljanhar proprietor draft
plaint filed by the direc- PankajVerma.

torate of vigilance which ACB investigations

restrictive terms were rou-
tinely shared before being

corrigenda and utilised

alleged.

immovable property, it

to  purchase

university, including substantial donations
and construction works," the officials said,
as cited by ANI.

Three-day RSS coordination meeting to discuss demographic imbalance, youth de-addiction

Visakhapattanam,
Agency: The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh's (RSS)
upcoming three-day All India
Coordination Meeting will pri-
marily deliberate on issues
including demographic imbal-
ance and drug abuse among
youth, RSS Akhil Bharatiya
Prachar Pramukh  Sunil
Ambekar said on Tuesday.

Addressing mediapersons
at the venue, Ambekar said the
'Akhil Bharatiya Samanvay
Baithak' will be held at Vijnana
Vihara School in Gudilova,
near Visakhapatnam, from
August 19 to August 21.

The meeting will com-
mence on August 19 and con-
tinue until the evening of
August 21, he said.

Key functionaries from 32

Sangh-inspired organisations
will participate in the meeting.
RSS Sarsanghchalak Mohan
Bhagwat, Sarkaryavah
Dattatreya Hosabale, Sah-
Sarkaryavahs, and other cen-
tral office-bearers will also
attend.

National presidents, gener-
al secretaries and organising
secretaries of various Sangh-
inspired organisations, includ-
ing Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh,

Vishva Hindu Parishad,
Bharatiya Janata Party, Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad,
Bharatiya Kisan Sangh and
Rashtra Sevika Samiti, will
participate.A total of approxi-
mately 327 delegates, includ-
ing 253 functionaries from
organisations across the coun-
try and 49 women delegates,
along with RSS leaders, are
expected to take part.

Ambekar clarified that the
meeting is not an executive
decision-making meeting, but
is aimed at sharing experi-
ences and strengthening coor-
dination among  Sangh-
inspired organisations for the
betterment of society.

RSS is engaged in activities
such as public welfare, raising
public awareness, systemic
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change, and problem-solving.
Discussions will take place to
strengthen mutual coordina-
tion among all the Sangh-
inspired organizations.

Current national develop-
ments, social transitions, and
practical solutions to emerging
challenges will be reviewed
and discussed during the
meeting.

Deliberations will include
changing demographic pat-
terns across the country, their
broader implications, and the
necessary course of action,
Ambekar said. Youth de-
addiction, or 'Nasha Mukti',
will also be a particular focus,
with discussions on formulat-
ing a comprehensive action
plan to keep youth away from
drugs and substance abuse

and creating wider awareness.

The meeting will also con-
tinue discussions on the five
transformative dimensions of
'Panch Parivartan' - social har-
mony, an eco-friendly lifestyle,
family values, sense of self or
indigenous consciousness, and
adherence to civic duties,
which have been propagated
by the Sangh during its cente-
nary phase.

Ambekar said deliberations
would also include formulat-
ing a holistic 'Bharatiya
Development Model' that har-
monises all spheres of society
alongside economic growth.
He said development should
not be restricted to economic
indicators but should encom-
pass comprehensive progress
across sectors.



