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Govt extends PM-
Kisan yojana

Delhi,
Agency: Govt Friday
approved continuation of
the farmers' income sup-
port scheme, Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman

New

Nidhi (PM-Kisan)
Yojana, from 2026-27 to
2030-31 with a total
financial outlay of Rs 3.1
lakh crore. Under the
scheme, eligible land-
holding farmer families
get financial assistance
of Rs 6,000 per year in
three equal instalments
of Rs 2,000 each. Govt
said, "...This has
enhanced farmers' pro-
ductive capacity..."

Floating solar
plants get Rs
5,000cr push

-

New Delhi,
Agency: Seeking to
increase the Floating
Solar Photovoltaic

(FSPV) capacity to 5,000
mw from 700 mw, the
Centre Friday cleared a
Rs 5,070 crore scheme to
push development of
floating solar projects
along with storage set-
ups with a minimum
capacity of 2 hours.
These aim to utilise
existing water reservoirs
to set up solar plants,
helping eliminating com-
petition for land
resources. National
Institute of Solar Energy
declared Maharashtra
(16.3 gw) has the highest
FSPV potential, which
followed by Madhya
Pradesh (14.9 gw), and
Karnataka (13.7 gw).

SC gives Rs 15L to
kin of man killed

by stray bull

New Delhi, Agency:
Setting a benchmark for
compensation in cases of
human death caused by
stray cattle, particularly at
a time when such inci-
dents are on the rise across
the country, SC, in a first-
of-its-kind case, awarded
Rs 15 lakh in compensa-
tion to the family of a man
who died in 2007 when a

PM Modi's political rule in final phase, successor
search under way': Rahul Gandhi at CWC meet

Delhi,
Agency Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi, during
the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meet-

ing on Wednesday,
reportedly said Prime
Minister Narendra

Modi's political rule is in
its "final phase" and that
a search for his successor
is already underway.
"Narendra Modi ka
siyasi ant ho chuka hai.
Inka waqt khatam ho
gaya hai. Modi ka shasan
aakhiri daur mein hai.
Inke uttaradhikari ki
talash chal rahi hai

(Narendra Modi's politi-
cal end has come. His
time is over. Modi's rule
is in its final phase. A
search for his successor
is underway)," sources
quoted the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha as saying.

Rahul Gandhi also
described the govern-
ment as being "complete-
ly on the back foot" and
urged Congress leaders

Meanwhile, Congress
president Malhkarjun
Kharge, who also
addressed the meeting,
alleged that the Centre
had ‘"devastated the
future of the youth" over
the past 12 years. He
claimed that 94,000
schools had shut down in
recent years and called
for a clear, comprehen-
sive and time-bound
"Education-to-

to adopt a more aggres-
sive approach in taking
on the government.

The remarks were
made during the CWC

meeting at the Congress
headquarters,
Bhawan, in Delhi, where
senior party leaders dis-

Indira

key issues.

cussed the political situa-
tion in the country and
the party's strategy on

Employment Roadmap"
for young people.
Kharge also ques-
tioned the money, gold
and other donations

received by the Ram
Mandir trust.

He said people had
the right to know how the
donations were being
accounted for and used,
and called for any finan-
cial wrongdoing to be
properly investigated
and those responsible to
be held accountable.

The CWC meeting
was attended by Kharge,
Congress Parliamentary
Party Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi, among other
senior party leaders.

Stop, think, check: 5.7 lakhs kids | same peopte who itter here,
learn to question answers

New Delhi, Agency: For
Paresh Das, a class 10 student of
Srimaa Govt High School, the
most important lesson was not
how to answer faster, but when
to slow down. "Earlier, I used to
answer quickly. During this
activity, I realised that I should
think about my answer first," he
said. His new four-step rule:
"Stop, think, ask and check."

That shift from instinctive
response to reasoned judge-
ment is at the heart of the
AM/NS India Times Critical
Thinking Championship
(TCTC), which has reached
5,68,653 students across 3,562
schools in 959 cities and 26
states and Union territories.

Significantly, the interven-
tion is concentrated at an age
when learning habits are still
taking shape. Of all partici-
pants, 4.3 lakh - nearly three-
fourths - are in classes 3 to 8.
Class 3 alone accounts for
94,873 students, followed by
class 6 with 71,436, class 7 with
70,000 and class 8 with 66,998.
Another 90,536 students are in
classes 9 and 10.

UP accounts for the largest
share, with 3,98,266 partici-
pants, followed by Uttarakhand
at 82,138, Himachal Pradesh at
42,617 and Bihar at 41,112, with
smaller cohorts spread across
other states.

The initiative uses interac-
tive sessions and scenario-
based questions to help stu-
dents distinguish fact from

L

examine evidence and explain
how they reached a conclusion.
The focus is less on supplying
the correct answer and more on
making the reasoning behind it
visible.

That distinction is becoming
more important in classrooms
where two powerful forces coex-
ist: an examination culture that
has traditionally rewarded
recall and a digital environment
where search engines, social
media and AI can produce
answers almost instantly.
Information is abundant; verifi-
cation, reasoning and judgment
are becoming the scarcer skills.

Student responses show how
that difference is being under-
stood. "Normally I have to
learn, remember. Here I have to
think," said one student from
Sreema Govt High School,
adding that asking questions
while learning could also help in

4\

opinion, identify assumptions,

rememberlng subjects better.

Another student said the ses-
sions offered a different way of
handling problems: instead of
panicking, ask why the problem
arose, break it down and work
through possible answers. "The
solution then becomes obvious,"
the student said.

A third response went direct-
ly to the challenge of navigating
competing information. "Many
times we get confused about
what to believe from many ver-
sions, how to reach a conclu-
sion,” the student said, arguing
that STOP-THINK-ASK-
CHECK could become a useful
habit for getting closer to the
truth. This is also the direction
in which NEP 2020 and the
National Curriculum
Framework 2023 seek to move
school learning - away from rote
reproduction towards compe-
tency, application and concep-
tual understanding.

use dustbin abroad': Bombay
HC on civic sense
i :

New Delhi, Agency:
The Bombay high court on
Friday came down heavily
on Indians who litter public
places at home but follow
cleanliness rules abroad,
saying the same people who
"throw garbage on the road
without batting an eyelid"
in India ensure to put "even
a small chocolate wrapper"
in the dustbin abroad. The
court stressed that main-
taining cleanliness is a fun-
damental duty and called
for strict action against
offenders.

A bench of Justices G S
Kulkarni and Aarti Sathe
made the observations
while hearing a batch of
petitions over pollution,
foul odour, gas emissions
and health hazards linked
to the Kanjurmarg dump-
ing ground in Mumbai.

The judges said public
participation was essential
to keeping the city clean
and urged civic authorities
to enforce the rules without
hesitation. "If a person
wants a clean environment,
then he or she has a corre-
sponding fundamental duty
towards society to maintain

cleanliness. We want the
civic officials to be ruthless
in taking action," the court
said according to news
agency PTI.

Expressing concern over
people's attitude towards
public cleanliness, the
bench said citizens often
behave differently once
they leave India.

"We have to sensitise
our citizens. Here, a person
will throw garbage on the
road without batting an
eyelid, but these same peo-
ple, when abroad, will
strictly avoid such behav-
iour. Even a small chocolate
wrapper they will throw in
the dustbin," the high court
said. The court also voiced
concern over the large
quantity of plastic waste
strewn across public places,
observing  that even
Mumbai's beaches are lit-
tered with plastic. It ques-
tioned whether such condi-
tions reflected the stan-
dards of "a civilised socie-
ty". The judges noted that
garbage dumped on roads
and in narrow lanes poses
serious health and hygiene
risks to residents every day.

Cabinet eases captive waterfront
norms to spur private investment

New Delhi,
Agency: Cabinet
Friday approved a revi-
sion to the shipping

Officials said there
were around 24 cap-
tive waterfront facili-
ties as of last year.

ministry's captive . "The policy is expected
waterfront policy to | ~ to provide greater cer-
accelerate private tainty to investors,

investment by provid-
ing greater operational
certainty and allowing

govt entities to obtain water-
fronts on a nomination basis.
The revised Policy for Award
of Waterfront and Associated
Land to Port-Dependent
Industries (Captive Policy)

’; facilitate capacity aug-
mentation and

improve the ease of
doing business in the port
sector without any financial
implication for the govern-
ment," the ministry said. The
revised policy also provides a
framework for allotting

FSSAI cracks down on three firms over food safety violations

New Delhi, Agency: The
Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) has
launched a fresh enforcement
drive against food business
operators, issuing a product
recall, suspending a manufac-
turing licence and prohibiting
the sale of a health supplement
over serious violations of food
safety regulations. In one action,

FSSAI ordered M / s Sun Organlc
Industries Pvt Ltd to immediate-
ly recall its Wonderland Raisins
after regulatory testing found
pesticide residues exceeding the

prescribed limits. Samples test-
ed at both the National Food
Laboratory, Ghaziabad, and the
Referral Laboratory, NIFTEM-
K, were declared "unsafe" under
the Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006. The company has
been directed to recall the entire
batch from the market and sub-
mit periodic recall status
reports.

Terrorists open fire at brick kiln work-
ers in J&K's Kulgam, 1 killed

bull attacked him in| introduces a series of reforms waterfronts and associated A New. o Delhi, Sec(lllrltyd foécelsl have
Punjab. Indicating that the| aimed at improving opera- land to eligible government 1 gelncy. kne non- 001;1 lone hod the area
tional flexibility and strength- organisations on a nomina- [0¢&! ~WOIker was and launched an opera-

state govt could not abdi- Killed and another

cate its responsibility| ening infrastructure develop- tion basis, without resorting d aft tion to bring the. perpe-
towards people who get| ment at major ports. The to competitive bidding, sub- MJurec 4 (elr fjcerror- Kitolrls _ to djluls;tlce.
injured or die because of| shipping ministry said the ject to avallablhty and pre- Ists opene LA other injured labour-

them in the Kellam
area of Jammu and

ble.
"I spoke with
the DGP, Shri
Nalin Prabhat and
top security offi-
cials following the
\ brutal terrorist

attack in Kulgam

er from Chhattisgarh

scribed safeguards. has been rushed to the

Eligible entities include

revised policy allows existing

stray cattle, a bench of > ;
captive users to develop addi-

Justices Sanjay Karol and

, . . P : Kashmir's Kulgam in which a labour- hospital for urgent
N K Singh directed all| tional berths, jetties, termi- Central and state govt depart- 4> ga Kashmir LG ManOJ ° p g
states to %rame rules "to| nals and Single Buoy ments, statutory authorities, district on  Friday, ginha condemned the ©r from Chhattisgarh medical care. My deep-
develop a mechanism for| Moorings (SBMs) to meet autonomous bodies, public M?.dla reported citing terrorist attack in Was kﬂledh,l strongiy est condolfenc_cis to the
payment of compensation| enhanced captive require- sector undertakings (PSUs) POUce. Kulgam that claimed ¢ondemn this cowardly bereaved family and I

act. I have directed our
security forces to step
up their operations and
eliminate the terror-

Security forces have
cordoned off the area
and launched a search
operation to trace the

am praying for the
speedy recovery of the
injured. J&K adminis-
tration and the entire

the life of a labourer
from Chhattisgarh, say-
ing he has directed
security forces to step

ments. It also extends the
concession period to up to 30
years for govt entities while
addressing changes arising

and government-controlled
joint ventures operating in
sectors such as fertilisers,
food, petroleum, oil and gas,

in accidents caused as a
result of bovine/cattle, in
both categories of cases,
i.e. pedestrian or vehicu-

lar". from evolving business needs coal, and steel, as notified by attackers. 4w operations and neu- 1Sts," h"e said ir11. a pos(’i ?ati.(ip S,Fe}llnd (i’éltg the
and regulatory conditions. the shipping ministry. Jammu and  ralise those responsi- 00 X. "J&K Police and families,” he added.
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