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BRIFF NEWS

Nabin meal row
Congress post fab-
ricated, says BJP

New Delhi, Agency: A
day after Chhattisgarh
Congress posted on
social media pictures of
BJP president Nitin
Nabin having a meal
with other party mem-
bers in Andhra Pradesh
and claimed he was con-
suming meat, BJP
accused the party of put-
ting out "fabricated and
misleading" content due
to its pique over repeated
electoral defeats BJP has
asserted that it was a
vegetarian fare, refuting
Congress' claim that the
governing party champi-
ons Hindu beliefs but its
members were eating
meat during the holy
month of Sawan. BJP
national spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi
slammed Congress, say-
ing it has resorted to
such "cheap antics"
because it is mired in the
despair of continuous
poll defeats.

Personalised cancer
vaccine takes step
closer to market

New Delhi, Agency: A
personalised cancer vac-
cine has shown encour-
aging results in a large
Phase-3 trial of patients
with high-risk melanoma
- a potentially aggressive
form of skin cancer -
helping keep the cancer
from  returning or
spreading when given
along with Merck's
immunotherapy
Keytruda, pharma major
Moderna said in a state-
ment. Keytruda helps the
body's immune system
recognise and attack
cancer cells. The
INTerpath-oo1 trial
involved 1,137 patients
with high-risk melanoma
whose tumours had been
completely removed
through surgery.

2 of the judges on
bench fault procedure
for 2005 referral

New Delhi, Agency:
Two of the nine-judge SC
bench - Justices Dipankar
Datta and Ujjal Bhuyan -
Thursday faulted the pro-
cedure adopted by a five-
judge bench in 2005 to
refer adjudication of the
correctness of SC's 1978
ruling giving wider mean-
ing to 'industry' to a
seven-judge bench and
the latter's reference in
2016 to a nine-judge
bench. The case had an
interesting genesis.
Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board had
fined two employees for
misconduct and deducted
the fine amount from
their salary in 1972. They
had filed a claim petition
under Industrial Disputes
Act for recovery of the
fine amount. The board
said it cannot be cate-
gorised as industry.

US ambassador Sergio Gor in Ladakh, may meet
Dalai Lama in first trlp since Galwan clash

Srinagar, Agency:
A day after meeting
Jammu & Kashmir chief
minister Omar Abdullah
in Srinagar, US
Ambassador to India,
Sergio Gor, arrived in
Ladakh Thursday on his
maiden visit to the Union
Territory, where he went
sightseeing and rafting.
There were also reports
that he was likely to meet
the Dalai Lama, who is
currently in Ladakh, dur-
ing his two-day trip, but
there was no confirma-
tion about this from any-
one. Shortly after land-

ing, Gor went sightseeing
in Leh and later partici-
pated in river rafting,
covering several kilome-
tres from Tsogti to
Sangam, the confluence
of Indus and Zanskar

rivers.
Officials said the US
envoy's team had

approached for a meeting
with Ladakh Lt-governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena, but
he was in New Delhi.
They also said they
had no idea whether Gor
was meeting the Dalai
Lama on Friday morning.
The 91-year-old Tibetan

spiritual leader has been
recuperating in Ladakh
since June 28 following a
medical procedure on his
left knee in New Delhi.
This is the first visit by
a top US diplomat to
Ladakh since it was
carved out as a UT from

the former state of J&K in
Aug 2019, and the
Galwan clash between
Indian and Chinese
troops in June 2020 that
led to a prolonged mili-
tary standoff between the
two countries in the
region. Gor is also US

President Donald
Trump's special envoy for
South and Central Asia,
and his visit to the two
UTs bordering China and
Pakistan is being seen as
a message to the two
countries.

In Srinagar, Gor's
remark describing
Kashmir as an important
part of India drew a sharp
reaction from Pakistan,
which summoned the US
embassy's charge d'af-
faires in Islamabad and
lodged a "strong
demarche" over what it
termed a "factually incor-

rect statement”. He also
talked of US considering
reviewing its security
advisory for J&K. Asked
about Pakistan's reaction
to Gor's remarks, the J&K
CM Thursday said: "This
is a matter between
Pakistan and America.
Neither you nor I can do
anything about it."

On Congress's criti-
cism that there was no
need to hear from the US
that Kashmir was an
important part of India,
Omar said, "They have a
point of view and they are
entitled to it.

'Freeze seats for 25 years': Congress backs Vijay-
led Tamil Nadu govt's dehmltatlon stand

New Delhi,

ior Congress

the Congress
Committee on

New Delhi, Agency:
Central Adoption
Resource  Authority
announced Thursday
that it was undertaking
a review of the adop-
tion regulations noti-
fied in 2022 in order to
strengthen the regula-
tory framework and
address "emerging
legal, procedural and
implementation-relat-
ed issues".

The 2022 regula-
tions had marked a sig-
nificant shift, wi-th dis-
trict magistrates get-
ting the power to issue
adoption orders in
place of district courts.

In the public notice
issued Thursday, CARA
invited comments and
suggestions from the
public and organisa-
tions on the provisions
of the 2022 regulations

After 30 years, SC acquits
accused of taking Rs 20 bribe

New Delhi, Agency:
Thirty years after they were
accused of taking a bribe of
Rs 20 to issue an income cer-
tificate, Supreme Court has
acquitted two govt employees
in a 1996 corruption case in
which they were convicted
and sentenced to one year's
imprisonment by a trial
court. A bench of Justices
Ujjal Bhuyan and Atul S
Chandurkar held that the
govt employees were wrongly
convicted in the case as there
was no evidence that they

had demanded the bribe.

The aggrieved employees,

Agency:
Former Union minister and sen-
leader P
Chidambaram said on Friday
that the party wants the existing
allocation of Lok Sabha seats to
be maintained for another 25
years, with no change to the cur-
rent strength of 543 seats or
Tamil Nadu's 39 constituencies.

Chidambaram added that the
resolutions passed by the Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly and

Working
delimitation
reflected the same position.

"The resolutions passed by the

cies reflect the

L - -~
that may require
amendment, insertion,

substitution or omis-
sion. The last day for
submitting suggestions
is Sept 9.

Thereafter, CARA
proposes to hold con-
sultations with stake-
holders to firm up the
review before drafting a
proposal for amend-
ments. This, too, will be
put in the public
domain before being
finalised, sources said.

According to offi-
cials, it was felt that
despite the significant
changes in 2022, there
were some areas that
were still ambiguous.

Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly

and the Congress
Committee regarding the delimi-
tation of Lok Sabha constituen-

There should be no change to the
current Lok Sabha strength of
543 seats or Tamil Nadu's alloca-
tion of 39 constituencies. The
Congress party's position is that

CARA to tweak rules to
boost regulatory system

Working

same stance.

the current seat allocations
should be maintained for another
25 years," Chidambaram said in a
post on X. "It is gratifying that
both the ruling party (TVK) and
the principal opposition party
(DMK) in Tamil Nadu support
this stance,” he added. The devel-
opment comes a day after Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister Joseph Vijay
raised concerns over the pro-
posed Delimitation Bill, 2026,
warning that southern states
could lose parliamentary repre-
sentation if seats are redistrib-
uted primarily on the basis of
population.

SC faults UP Gangsters Act
says it is prone to misuse

New Delhi, Agency:
Pointing out various
flaws in Uttar Pradesh
Gangsters and Anti-

Social Activities
(Prevention) Act,
Supreme Court on

Thursday said the law
is prone to misuse as
there is no safeguard
against vindictive and
malicious action
against innocents.

A bench of Justices
J B Pardiwala and K
Vinod Chandran said
the special Act does not
create any offence,
which is the require-
ment of any penal law.
"But for the definition
clause, defining 'gang'
and 'gangster', there is
no offence insofar as
the membership in the
gang or acting in
cohort with a gang,
either singly or togeth-
er," it said.

son in a corruption case and
that was missing in the case.

"When any demand was
not proved, as held by both
the Courts, it was clear that
the complainant had thrust
the note of ?20/- in the pock-

The

New Delhi, Agency:
Federation

"The subject enact-
ment, the UP Act not
only permits detention
for a period without
anything more than the
inclusion in a Gang
Chart but also enables
a trial and punishment
on the basis of the very
same Gang Chart, in
addition to the pre-trial
incarceration, but
without an offence
being created by the
Act itself. It is akin to
the English proverb:
Give a dog a bad name
and hang him," the
bench said.

Agency:

that Meta had automated con-
tent blocking to meet the gov-

Use medical tourists' money
to treat poor Indians: Panel

New Delhi, Agency:
Revenue earned from for-
eign patients and affluent
Indians should help fund the
treatment of  poorer
patients, the parliamentary
standing committee on
health and family welfare
has recommended, propos-
ing that corporate hospitals
adopt a cross-subsidisation
model to make advanced
healthcare more affordable.
The panel - headed by
Samajwadi Party MP Ram
Gopal Yadav - said hospitals
that benefit from govt con-
cessions such as subsidised
land, tax incentives and
100% foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) should earmark
part of the revenue generat-
ed from medical tourism
and high-paying patients to
provide advanced tertiary
care to economically weaker
Indians. The recommenda-
tion is part of the commit-
tee's report on affordability
and accessibility of health-
care, which noted that
India's corporate hospital
sector has recorded strong
growth driven by high-value
procedures, rising medical
tourism and increasing rev-
enue per occupied bed.
While acknowledging
India's emergence as a glob-
al healthcare destination,
the panel said benefits of
this growth must also reach
patients who cannot afford
expensive treatment.

Observing that private
health insurance penetra-
tion in India remains low
and out-of-pocket expendi-
ture continues to push many
families into financial dis-
tress, the committee said a

structured cross-subsidy
mechanism could improve
access to life-saving tertiary
care for poorer patients. The
panel also recommended
that corporate hospitals
reserve a defined quota of
beds under govt-funded
health insurance schemes,
such as Ayushman Bharat-
PMJAY, at standard pack-
age rates to ensure benefici-
aries have access to
advanced treatment at lead-
ing private hospitals.

To address uneven distri-
bution of healthcare infra-
structure, the committee
proposed linking govt incen-
tives, including subsidised
land, tax benefits and FDI
facilitation, to investment in
tier-2, tier-3 and rural areas.
It recommended expanding
public-private partnerships
and extending financial and
technology support to small-
er hospitals in underserved
regions. The recommenda-
tions form part of a broader
roadmap to make healthcare
more affordable. The com-
mittee has also proposed
capping private hospital
room rents in major metro-
politan cities at the average
tariff of nearby three-star
hotels, standardising treat-
ment package rates, improv-
ing price transparency and
expanding govt health
spending to reduce out-of-
pocket expenditure.

o 2.98 lakh URLSs sent for takedown; I4C flags
scams, CSAM and other unlawful content

New Delhi,
Nearly 3 lakh URLSs were sent to
social media platforms for take-
down by government depart-
ments between March and July
2026, with states accounting for
82% of the requests, the PIB
Fact Check unit said. The fig-
ures come after articles claiming

ernment's three-hour takedown
requirement,
blocks
Delhiprotests resurfaced. Of the
total URLs sent for takedown,
2.44 lakh, or 82%, came from
states, while 51,000 were sent
by the Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (I4C).

with
rising during

content
the

Indian seafarers take cover as vessel passing
through Hormuz came under attack in April

of

advisories and guide-
lines alone could not

now senior citizens, had to
fight legal battles for three
decades to prove their inno-
cence. They were sacked
from govt jobs after convic-
tion. "We find on an appreci-
ation of the entire material
brought on record by the
prosecution that it falls woe-
fully short of proving the
charge against both the
accused beyond reasonable
doubt," the bench said. The
court noted that the demand
of bribe was an essential
ingredient to convict a per-

et of accused number 2 with-
out any demand. The defence
as raised that the festival of
Eid was to be celebrated on
the next day and it was for
that purpose that the com-
plainant had given the note
of Rs 20/- after receiving the
necessary certificate, there-
fore, assumed significance,"
the bench said.

As per the prosecution
case, the clerk had demanded
Rs 120 (Rs 100 for himself
and Rs 20 for the peon) for
issuing an income certificate.

Seafarers and Indian
Seafarers Union (FSUI)
has released an old
video showing a vessel
carrying 22 crew mem-
bers, including 21
Indians, coming under
attack in the Strait of
Hormuz on April 22.
The footage shows
several small boats sur-
rounding the vessel, an
RPG being fired and sea-
farers rushing to the
ship's alleyways to take
cover as the confronta-
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tion unfolded.The union

also released images
showing crew members
taking cover while the
vessel was under attack.
"These were not pirates.
They were naval forces

of the IRGC," the FSUI
said in a post on X.

The union added that
the footage highlighted
the risks faced by seafar-
ers in the Strait of
Hormuz, arguing that

ensure their safety.
"Innocent seafarers
need the assured pres-
ence of naval forces to
truly protect them," the
FSUI said. The Ministry
of External Affairs
(MEA) recently said 166
Indian seafarers
remained in the Persian
Gulf and Strait of
Hormuz region, includ-
ing 125 aboard six
Indian-flagged vessels
and 41 working on for-
eign-flagged ships.



