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After Gen-Z stir, Delhi BJP

eyes youth outreach

New Delhi: Delhi BJP
has decided to intensify its
outreach among young vot-
ers after internal feedback
suggested that the party
needs to engage more
actively with issues con-
cerning the youth, particu-
larly in the wake of the
recent Gen Z-led protest at
Jantar Mantar.According
to party sources, the out-
reach will involve three lev-
els - the state unit of the

party, Delhi BJP MLAs and
ministers and student
organisations, with

Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) and Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) expected
to play a key role in col-
leges and universities in
the city.The move comes
amid the party's assess-
ment that while it enjoys
strong organisational sup-
port, it needs more direct
engagement with first-time
voters and university stu-
dents on contemporary
issues.The sources said
BJYM has been asked to
draw up a calendar of pro-
grammes across university

campuses, while Delhi
ministers have been
encouraged to increase

interactions with students
and youth groups.The first
phase of the outreach
began on Sunday when
BJP workers listened to
PM Modi's Mann Ki Baat at
around 6,450 locations
across Delhi. Apart from
tuning in for the broadcast,
the party's state unit presi-
dent Harsh Malhotra host-
ed 'Yuva Samvad (Gen-Z
with Modi)', an interaction
with around 50 students
from various colleges and
universities.Discussions
centred on higher educa-
tion, expansion of universi-
ties, curriculum changes
and opportunities available
to youngsters. Students
shared their views on the
recent protest. According
to the party, the partici-
pants said student move-
ments should promote pos-
itive dialogue and national
unity.Addressing the gath-
ering, Malhotra said the
youth were playing an
important role in building
a "New India" under Modi.
He highlighted the expan-
sion of medical education
since 2014, saying it creat-
ed greater opportunities
for the students.Student
movements should not be
viewed solely through the
prism of electoral politics,
Malhotra said. Referring to
the recent demonstrations,
he said many young people
also expressed support for
the Centre and alleged that
opposition parties tried to
politicise the agitation.

He noted that the BJP

Four drown in Yamuna

New Delhi: Four peo-
ple allegedly drowned
while bathing in the
Yamuna near Yamuna
Khadar in east Delhi's
Geeta Colony Monday
evening, prompting a
joint search and rescue
operation. One body has
been recovered.Around
7.20pm, they entered the
river to take a bath when
they got swept away, said
locals. A joint rescue
operation was launched
by Delhi Police, Delhi
Fire Service, National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and a local boat
club immediately after
the incident.Police said
the search operation was
continuing late into the
night with multiple teams
deployed at the spot.The
identities of the victims
are yet to be ascertained,
and the man whose body
was recovered appeared
to be 35-40 years old,
officials said.The incident
is the latest in a series of
drowning cases reported
in the city this year.
Earlier this month, four
Class X students drowned
while bathing in the
Yamuna near Hiranki vil-
lage in outer north Delhi.
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Motihari AGJM court peshkar accused of withholding
records, demanding money: ﬂlStI‘Iﬂt judge orders inquiry

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: A peshkar
(court clerk) posted in
an sixth Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate (ACIM )
court in Motihari has
been accused of allegedly
withholding case records
and demanding money from

litigants, prompting East
Champaran  district and
sessions judge Abhishek

Kumar Das to order an
inquiry into the allegations.

In a written complaint
submitted to the district

judge, a litigant alleged
that court staffer Ajay
Kumar deliberately kept

case records unavailable and
repeatedly demanded money
from litigants for routine
court-related work.

The complainant further

After CJP protest winds down, volunteers step in to
help stranded students in Delhi to return home

alleged that when questioned
about the demand for
money and the possibility
of a complaint, Ajay
Kumar allegedly responded
arrogantly that the money
would be paid and that he
was not afraid of complaints
being made against him to
any authority.

The complaint referred
to Title Suit No. 343/23,
alleging that its records had
remained unavailable on
several dates earlier dates. It
also claimed that the record
of Title Suit No. 214/25 has
Nnow gone missing.

Madhusudan Singh, the
plaintiff in Partition  Suit
No. 214/25, alleged that the
peshkar demanded money
on several occasions and
that dates were not provided
to him and other litigants

without payment.

A close relative who has
been looking after the case
on Singh’s behalf submitted
a written application to
judge  Abhishek
detailing the

district
Kumar Das
allegations.
Following the complaint,
the district judge ordered an

inquiry and directed that the
grievances of the litigant be
addressed.
A court administration
Motihari
confirmed of the
complaint said the
concerned peshkar had been
called to explain his position
on the allegations.

official in
receipt
and

The allegations against
Ajay Kumar are yet to
be established through an
inquiry. His response to the
specific allegations was not
immediately available.

The complaint has also
raised wider concerns over
alleged corrupt practices
involving some staff posted
in different ACIJM courts in
Motihari.

The complainant said he
would approach the Chief
Justice of the Patna High
Court and other competent
authorities if the matter was
not satisfactorily addressed.

The inquiry is expected
to establish whether the case
records were withheld or
went missing and whether
money was demanded from
litigants in connection with
routine judicial work.

ICMR: No new H1N1 strain in
India, surge is seasonal flu

New Delhi, Agency:
Setting to rest concerns
behind the recent rise in
HiN1 cases, senior scien-
tists at the Indian Council
of Medical Research
(ICMR) said no new strain
of the virus has been
detected in the country and there is no cause
for panic. The viruses currently circulating
are seasonal strains that have been in circula-
tion since 2025 and are well matched with
vaccine strains recommended for northern
hemisphere.

The Influenza A (HiN1)pdmog viruses
currently circulating in India belong to the
A/Missouri/11/2025 (H1N1)pdmo9-like
virus strain and fall under clade 6B.1A.5a2a,
subclade D.3.1.1, ICMR scientists said. The
situation continues to be monitored through
regular surveillance. The reassurance comes
amid a rise in seasonal influenza cases in
Delhi.

Delhi recorded 1,777 HiN1 cases till Aug
20, out of 2,392 Influenza A cases, making
HiN1 the predominant influenza A sub-type
reported this year. "We are seeing an increase
in H1N1 cases.

NGT Adds Delhl Govt, DPCC to Uranium Case

NEW DELHI: Nearly two
days after protesters vacated
Jantar Mantar, the designated
site of the students' movement
from June 20 to July 25, Delhi
Police personnel Monday were
seen scraping newspaper sheets
pasted across the glass walls of
Jantar Mantar Metro station, try-
ing to erase the traces of the
month-long agitation.But while
the protest site emptied out,
another effort quietly continued
café
Connaught Place, a team of volun-
teers spent hours booking train
tickets for students who had trav-
elled to Delhi to support the
movement and were now strand-
ed in Delhi. Many had come with-
out informing their parents, fear-
ing they would be stopped. With
the movement winding down

nearby. Inside a

Internet subscriptions jump 217 in 10 years

in

concern.

anonymity.

New Delhi: Delhi's inter-

net connectivity has expanded
sharply over the past decade,

with total subscriptions rising - . —
from 1.8 crore in 2015 to 5.7 .
crore in 2025 - an increase of i

around 217% in 10 years.

The figures, published in
Delhi govt's latest state indica-
tor framework status report
sourced from
Telecom Statistics India, rep-
resent internet subscriptions
rather than unique users. They
include all internet subscrip-
tions, including mobile wire-
less, fixed wireless and wired
individual
who uses multiple internet
connections like a broadband
in addition to
mobile internet accounts for

2025 and

connections. An

connection

multiple subscriptions.

Delhi has a current popula-
tion of around 2.3 crore,
according to the provisional
house-listing data released
this June. So, at 5.7 crore, its

internet

touched 4.1 crore,

after the resignation, getting
home had become their biggest
"It began when supplies
at the protest site started running
short. People reached out asking
how they could contribute medi-
cines, dry food and other essen-
tials," said a volunteer, requesting

New Delhi:
National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has

brought Delhi govt and
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) into
the ongoing proceed-
ings on uranium con-
tamination in ground-
water, given the elevat-
ed levels of the element
in samples collected in
the capital. Hearing a
suo motu case that
originated from reports
of uranium detection in
breast milk in parts of
Bihar, a bench led by

Justice Prakash
Shrivastava directed
that Delhi govt,
through its principal
secretary (environ-
ment), and DPCC,

through
secretary, be impleaded
as respondents. The tri-
bunal also ordered that
notices be issued to
both the authorities.
The tribunal relied on

its member

the Central Ground
Water Board's Annual
Ground Water Quality
Report, 2025, cited in
media reports, which
said that 24 of 83

groundwater samples
collected in Delhi had
uranium concentra-
tions exceeding safety
limits of CPCB.

The report identified
Delhi as a uranium con-
tamination hotspot in
north-west India,
attributing the contam-
ination largely to
geogenic factors,
groundwater depletion
and aquifer character-
istics. NGT directed
that the report be
placed on record as part
of the proceedings. The
matter is scheduled to
be heard on Sept 24.
CGWB in its report last
year ranked Delhi the
third highest in the
country after Punjab

and Haryana, in the
proportion of samples
breaching the permissi-
ble limit.The Annual
Ground Water Quality
Report, 2025, found 13-
15% of analysed sam-
ples in Delhi containing
uranium way above the
safety threshold of 30
parts per billion (ppb).
This marked a worrying
rise from 2020, when a
detailed assessment
revealed uranium pres-
ence exceeding in 11.7%
more samples. That
study also recorded one
of Delhi's highest ever
uranium readings -
89.4 ppm from a North
West district tubewell -
nearly three times the
safe limit.

subscriptions
about 2.5 times its population.

The data shows internet
subscriptions in the capital
climbed from 2 crore in 2016
to 2.7 crore in 2017, 3.1 crore
in 2018 and 3.6 crore in 2019.
The 4-crore mark was crossed
in 2020, when subscriptions
before
increasing to 4.5 crore in
2021, 4.6 crore the next year,
5.3 crore in 2023, 5.6 crore in
2024 and 5.7 crore in 2025.
The biggest annual increase
was in 2022-23, when sub-

scriptions rose by 60 lakh -
from 4.6 crore to 5.3 crore.
Next comes a 51-lakh increase
in 2019-20. Growth moderat-
ed in the following years, with
the subscriber base expanding
by 40 lakh in 2020-21, 17 lakh
in 2021-22, 38 lakh in 2023-
24 and just 11 lakh in 2024-25
- the smallest annual increase

during the decade.
are
ments, online

and app-based

city.

The surge in subscriptions
coincided with the years fol-
lowing demonetisation in
2016 and Covid-19 pandemic
in 2020, when digital pay-
education,
remote working, e-governance

became increasingly main-
stream. The availability of
affordable smartphones, low-
cost mobile data and the roll-
out of high-speed 4G and 5G
networks also contributed to
the sustained expansion of
internet connections in the

Delhi

review

services

court grants bail to head chef Negi in Malviya Nagar fire

New Delhi: Delhi
court on Monday granted
bail to Kesar Negi, the
head chef arrested in con-
nection with the devastat-
ing fire at Flourish Stay in
Malviya  Nagar  that
claimed 23 lives.The court
observed that the exact
cause of the blaze is yet to
be scientifically estab-
lished and that criminal
liability cannot be attrib-
uted to him at this stage
merely because he was
performing his routine
duties.According to the
prosecution, the investiga-
tion revealed that Negi,
who has been in judicial
custody since June 6, was
not merely a cook but the
head chef responsible for
the day-to-day functioning
of the kitchen, including
operating and supervising
the electric oil fryer, LPG
system, gas stoves, electric
tandoors, pizza ovens and
other kitchen appliances.
The prosecution relied on
the statement of hotel
receptionist Rupesh
Kumar, who said Negi had
switched on various

kitchen appliances,
including the electric oil
fryer, while preparing
breakfast on the morning
of June 3. Rupesh stated
that around 8.35 am, he
was informed about a fire
and, on reaching the
kitchen, found flames near
the electric oil fryer.
Despite efforts to douse
the blaze using fire extin-
guishers, the fire spread
rapidly. He said he evacu-
ated guests, informed
emergency services and
sustained injuries during
the rescue operation. The
investigating agency also
cited Rupesh's statement
that Negi had previously
been cautioned to exercise
care while operating
kitchen equipment. It fur-
ther referred to Negi's dis-

closure during interroga-
tion that he had switched
on the fryer and other
appliances as part of rou-
tine morning preparations
before noticing fire near
the fryer. According to the
prosecution, the LPG hose
pipe later caught fire,
leading to gas leakage and
rapid spread of flames.
However, the prosecu-
tion acknowledged that
the precise origin, cause
and manner of the fire are
yet to be conclusively
determined, with the final
report from the forensic
science laboratory (FSL)
still awaited. It submitted
that while reports from
the Delhi Fire Services and
the electrical inspector
had been received, the
FSL report was essential
to establish the exact
cause of the blaze and
sequence of events. The
prosecution argued that
the investigation remains
at a crucial stage, with
statements of survivors,
injured persons and offi-
cials from various depart-
ments still being recorded
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and electronic evidence
being collected. It also
expressed apprehension
that Negi, if released,
could influence witnesses
or interfere with the inves-
tigation. After hearing
both sides, the court
observed that although the
incident was of extreme
gravity and warranted a
thorough investigation,
the seriousness of the
offence alone could not be
the sole ground for deny-
ing bail. It said the court
was also required to exam-
ine the specific role attrib-
uted to the accused and
whether continued deten-
tion was  necessary.
Allowing the bail applica-
tion, the court directed
Negi's release on a person-
al bond of Rs 50,000 with
one surety of the like
amount. It imposed condi-
tions requiring him to join
the investigation whenev-
er called, refrain from
influencing witnesses or
tampering with evidence.
keep his mobile number
and address updated with
the investigating officer.

Lieutenant
Taranjit Singh Sandhu on Monday
directed the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) to intensify efforts on
waste segregation,
remediation, drain cleaning and vec-
tor-borne disease control, while ask-
ing officials to prepare a comprehen-
sive winter air pollution action plan
and explore adopting the Indore
Municipal Corporation model in one
MCD zone.Chairing a high-level
meeting
Commissioner, additional commis-
sioners and zonal deputy commis-
sioners, the L-G reviewed key civic
priorities, including solid waste man-
agement, waterlogging prevention,
desilting of drains, garbage disposal,
implementation of the PM-UDAY
scheme and road safety. Reviewing
the progress of legacy waste remedia-
tion at Delhi's landfill sites, Sandhu
appreciated the corporation's efforts
in clearing accumulated waste but
stressed that fresh waste reaching the
dumpsites must be scientifically

Governor

legacy waste

with MCD

Delhi Lieutenant Governor Taranjit Singh Sandhu directs
Delhi MC officials to prepare air pollution plan for winter

processed simultaneously to prevent
further accumulation.He directed
officials to establish a robust moni-
toring mechanism to ensure that
daily waste processing kept pace with
the daily inflow.Expressing concern
over the city's waste management
system, the L-G noted that around
50% of municipal waste was still not
segregated at source, while nearly
half of the waste generated every day
continued to be dumped at landfill
sites. Citing the success of the Indore
Municipal Corporation in waste
management, he directed MCD offi-
cials to examine the feasibility of
implementing the Indore model on a
pilot basis in one municipal zone.
The meeting also reviewed measures
to prevent dengue and malaria dur-
ing the ongoing monsoon season,
besides assessing efforts to tackle
waterlogging through desilting of
drains. With winter approaching,
Sandhu instructed officials to pre-
pare a detailed action plan to curb air
pollution.

Declare 185 acres of land as
'forest', SC urges Delhi govt

The Supreme Court on
Monday took a step
towards preserving Delhi's
green cover, urging the
Delhi government to initi-
ate the process for declar-
ing an area of 185 acres in
the Capital as "forest".

This area, spread over 18
land parcels across the
Capital, is the site ear-
marked for compensatory
afforestation of Ridge land
illegally cleared by the
Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) as part of
a road construction project
near Chhattarpur.
Monitoring the progress of
the plantation exercise, a
bench headed by Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Surya
Kant said, "The process to
notify the 18 parcels of land
as forest shall also be initi-
ated." Directing another
status report to be submit-
ted after four weeks, the
bench, also comprising jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana, said, "We want

you (forest department) to
find out if the land parcels
can be declared as forest.
That will help you against
any future exploitation of
the land.The land parcels
are spread over different
locations in Rohini, Narela,
Dwarka, Alipur, Satbari,
Maidan Garhi, said a status
report filed jointly by the
DDA and the Delhi govern-
ment's forest department
in court. The DDA, repre-
sented by senior advocate
Maninder Singh said that
out of the targeted number
of over 172,000 saplings
across the 18 sites.



