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BRIFF NEWS

2 killed at NHAI
construction
sites in J&K

Jammu,
Two workers, aged 25
and 45, died in two sepa-
rate accidents at NHAI

Agency:

construction sites in
Samba and Jammu dis-
tricts in J&K on Tuesday.

"Gotam Sahu, from
Bihar, was engaged in
laying the pier of a bridge
on the Delhi-Amritsar-
Katra project in Samba's
Jakh, when a concrete
structure collapsed sud-
denly, killing him on the
spot. Another worker,
also from Bihar, suffered
injuries," said NHAI
project director Rajiv
Kumar.

Officials said Sahu's
wife has been given an
immediate relief of Rs 5
lakh from the contractor
and Rs 5 lakh from the
state  administration.
Another Rs 5 lakh will be
credited to her account,
they added. In a similar
incident, Budhi Singh
(45), from Ramban, died
after falling from a
height at his workplace
near Sidhra Tawi Bridge
construction site in
Jammu on Tuesday, offi-
cials said.

"He was rushed to
Govt Medical College
and Hospital (GMCH),
Jammu, where doctors
declared him dead," an
official said.

Hydel project shut-
down triggers power
crisis in J&K

Srinagar, Agency:

dise ool fdtee

qc-l, JbdRR, 28 3PRd, 2026

New Delhi,
Agency: India has
called on the interna-
tional community to
work collectively to safe-
guard critical sea lanes
and maritime infrastruc-
ture, saying secure and
predictable shipping
routes are essential to
ensure the uninterrupted
movement of food, fer-
tilisers, fuel and other
vital commodities amid
conflicts and growing
disruptions to global
supply chains.

Speaking at a UN
Security Council high-
level open debate on
Tuesday on the theme
'Food Under Fire: The

India's Permanent
Representative to the
UN, Ambassador Harish
Parvathaneni, said
regional conflicts were
increasingly producing
consequences far beyond
the immediate theatres
of hostilities.

"Secure and pre-
dictable maritime trade
routes are indispensable
for the uninterrupted
movement of food, fer-
tilisers, fuel and other
essential commodities,"
Parvathaneni said,
underscoring the need to
preserve the safety and
freedom of navigation
for commercial shipping
in accordance with inter-

BNM@MISGELLANEQUS

'Secure, predictable sea lanes indispensable': India
urges UN to safeguard key maritime routes

maritime routes contin-
ue to threaten global
food and energy sup-

plies. UN Secretary-
General Antonio
Guterres told the Council
that the Strait of Hormuz
carries around a fifth of
global oil supplies and a

commodity prices, and
made availability plum-
met. And attacks on
commercial vessels in
the Red Sea are further

threatening supply
chains for food and other
commodities," Guterres
said.

conflicts could have cas-

cading effects well
beyond the affected
region, with food-
importing developing

countries and humani-
tarian operations bear-
ing a disproportionate
burden. "The interna-
tional community must
therefore work collec-
tively to safeguard criti-
cal sea lanes and mar-
itime infrastructure,
while ensuring that legit-
imate commercial trade
and humanitarian ship-
ments are able to pro-
ceed without wundue
impediment," he said.
India said the imme-
diate priority for the

conflicts by facilitating
safe, rapid and unimped-
ed humanitarian access,
supporting de-conflic-
tion arrangements where
appropriate and ensur-
ing that Council meas-
ures, including sanctions
regimes, do not inadver-
tently obstruct humani-
tarian assistance or legit-
imate food and agricul-
tural trade.
Parvathaneni  also
called for timely assess-
ments of disruptions to
critical supply chains
covering food, fertiliser,
fuel and humanitarian
logistics, drawing on the
expertise of the Food and
Agriculture

Security Council's Role
in Mitigating Global and
Local Food Crises',

national law.
The call comes as con-
flicts and attacks on key

trade.

third of global fertiliser
"Restrictions and
closures have driven up

New Delhi,
Agency: Maldives
President
Mohamed Muizzu
called upon Small
Island Developing
States (SIDS) to
pivot away from
being framed solely
by climate vulnera-
bility and isolation,
while also urging
global leaders and
private sector part-
ners to view island

tion".Delivering a
keynote statement
at the opening cere-
mony of the Small
Island Developing
States Global

ing

Business Network
(SIDS GBN) Forum
2026, Muizzu out-
lined an economic
modernization plan
aimed at turning

geographic

With the global
dialogue surround-
small
nations focused on
their acute climate
risk, geographical

Small island states can serve as labs for
innovation and tech: Maldives prez

isolation, and
structural econom-
ic constraints,
Muizzu  stressed
that wvulnerability
represents only half
the story.

"For too long,
the story of Small
Island Developing
States has been told
primarily through
the lens of vulnera-
bility. The other

con- part is our determi-

economies as straints into digital nation. Our scale
dynamic "laborato- and strategic can become an
ries for innova- advantages. advantage. SIDS

can serve as labora-
tories for innova-
tion and incubators
for ideas, technolo-
gies, and solu-
tions," he said.

island

Parvathaneni warned
that disruptions to com-
mercial shipping during

Security Council should
be to reduce the humani-
tarian consequences of

Organisation, the World
Food Programme and
other relevant agencies.

'Separatist' OCI card holder in SC
seeks nod to visit Kashmir

09

NEW DELHI: The
Supreme Court on Tuesday
sought the Union govt's
response to US-based octo-
genarian - Khalid Jahangir
Qazi - an OCI card holder
accused by India of ped-
dling pro-Pakistan propa-
ganda and being sympa-
thetic to Kashmiri sepa-
ratists, who is seeking per-
mission to visit Kashmir to
attend wedding functions in
his sister's family. Appearing
for Qazi, whose OCI card can-
cellation was annulled by a
single judge bench of Delhi
high court and appeals
against which is pending
before a division bench, sen-
ior advocate Parag Tripathi
told a bench led by CJI Surya
Kant that the 82-year-old

Tripathi said. This per-
suaded the bench to issue
notice to the Centre and
sought its response by Sep
7, the next date of hearing.
The Delhi high court had
earlier rejected his plea to
visit India.

medical practitioner had vis-
ited India in the past and
given his age and that of his
relatives, this may be the last
time he would be able to visit
Kashmir and be with family
members.

"He is ready to give an
undertaking that during his
visit, he would not indulge in
any  political activity,"

Qazi stands accused of
'pro-Pakistan propaganda’
by the Indian Consulate in
New York. Indian govt had
cancelled his OCI card in
May 2023 because of activi-
ties which are "inimical to
sovereignty and security of
India", and blacklisted him
under the Foreigners Act. In
Nov 2024, a single judge
bench of the Delhi HC had
quashed the cancellation of
his OCI card saying that Qazi
was not given a fair hearing
prior to the cancellation.

Was PoK's Skardu airbase next after Sargodha? Ex-CDS NMC orders monthly report-

Chauhan reveals why India switched targets

ing of student suicides by
medical colleges

Jammu & Kashmir is

grappling with power New Delhi, Agency: Hills, an area reportedly ‘'rightly clarified that we New Delhi,
shortages and unsched- | Did India plan to strike linked to a nuclear facility. did not target Kirana Agency: The F
uled outages after key | Pakistan-occupied He backed Air Marshal Hills". Chauhan explained  National Medical

that Indian forces had sent
several loitering muni-
tions towards Sargodha
before the strikes. Kirana
Hills is around 10 km
north of Sargodha.

"I can, maybe give a
kind of an explanation...
Before those strikes, we
had sent in a lot of loiter-
ing munitions to
Sargodha, and Kirana
Hills is about 10 km north
of Sargodha. So the loiter-
ing munition is looking for
radars which are in and
around Sargodha, and it
has a time span, which
means it will loiter for
about two hours, and once
it does not find a target, it
comes down and hits
somewhere,” the former
CDS said.

Kashmir's Skardu airbase
after targeting Sargodha?
Former chief of defence
staff General Anil
Chauhan has revealed that
Indian forces had cleared
Skardu in Gilgit-Baltistan
as a possible target during
Operation Sindoor but had
to change plans because of
"bad weather".

Chauhan, who was
heading the military when
Operation Sindoor was
carried out, made the
remarks while speaking at
the Vivekananda
International Foundation
on Operation Sindoor and
its aftermath.

Recalling the countert-
error operation, former
CDS Chauhan said, "Once
the Pakistanis had picked

AK Bharti, who was the
then Director General of
Air Operations (DGAO) of
the Air Force. Bharti had
said on May 12 last year,
"We have not hit Kirana
hills, whatever is there."
Bharti was responding
to questions about reports
and social media claims
that Indian forces had tar-
geted Kirana Hills during
Operation Sindoor.
Chauhan said, "There
was a small episode about
what Air Marshal Bharti
was asked, the Kirana
Hills episode. I think I'll
clarify this. On occasions,
it's been asked whether
Kirana Hills were hit; that
is where their (Pakistan's)
nuclear facilities are."
He said Bharti

hydroelectric projects,
including the 450MW
Baglihar stage I and the
Salal project, were shut
for silt-flushing opera-
tions. Baglihar stage-I in
Ramban district has
remained non-opera-
tional for a week, with
accumulated silt at its
gates delaying restora-
tion work.

Officials said desilting
work at Baglihar stages I
and IT and the Salal proj-
ect began on Aug 18.
While Baglihar stage II
resumed generation on
Aug 22, stage I is yet to
restart. Salal is expected
to resume operations on
Tuesday.

The prolonged shut-
down has widened the
region's power deficit.
Jammu & Kashmir's
peak electricity demand
stands at about
2,500MW in summer
and 3,000MW in winter.
With both Baglihar units
largely unavailable for
most of the past week,

Commission (NMC) -e-
has directed medical §
colleges to maintain Zee
updated records of EGes
student suicides and [ &
unnatural deaths Etes
and submit a certi-
fied Action Taken Report (ATR) every
month, following Supreme Court directions
on student mental health and safety. It has
also asked institutions to fill vacant faculty
and key administrative posts within four
months. The commission has marked the
compliance exercise "MOST URGENT" and
asked institutions to accord it top priority.
The move comes amid a rise in student
suicides. An THBAS presentation by Dr Om
Prakash, Professor of Psychiatry and Head,
Department of Geriatric Mental Health, cit-
ing NCRB data, said 14,488 student deaths
by suicide were recorded in 2024, up 4.3%
from 13,892 in 2023. The number rose from
8,068 in 2014 to 14,488 in 2024, an increase
of around 80% over the decade.

up the phone and said they
wanted to talk at about 10
AM. The Air Chief asked
me whether he should
strike Sargodha, I said, Go

ahead... I said, could you
please identify two more
targets, so one of the tar-
gets he identified was
Skardu." "We gave a yes,
but after some time, the
weather was bad over it
and they had to change
over to Bholari," he added.

Chauhan also clarified
that Indian forces "did not

target" Pakistan's Kirana had

'"They had gone towards Sargodha': Ex-Navy officer backs
former CDS Anil Chauhan on Kirana Hills remarks

New Delhi, Agency: "He disclosed that during He explained that the weapons and once it does not find a tar-

Jammu & Kashmir faced
a shortfall of nearly
900MW. Built on the
Chenab river, Baglihar
stages I and II are among
Jammu & Kashmir's key
power sources.
Following the disrup-
tion, the power depart-
ment is exploring alter-
native arrangements to
bridge the supply gap.
The crisis comes amid
criticism of the Omar
Abdullah-led govt over
rising electricity tariffs.
From Sept 1, power con-
sumers in Jammu &
Kashmir will face a
6.83% tariff hike.

Former director of naval oper-
ations and intelligence com-
modore Ranjit Rai (Retd.) on
Tuesday said former Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) General
Anil Chauhan's remarks on
Pakistan's Kirana Hills indicat-
ed that Operation Sindoor was
a "total success", particularly
highlighting India's use of loi-
tering munitions during the
87-hour military operation.
Speaking to news agency
Media, Rai was reacting to
Chauhan's remarks that an
Indian loitering munition
deployed to search for radars
in and around Sargodha in
Pakistan "must have" hit an
area in the Kirana Hills after

failing to locate its intended
target. "He made it absolutely
clear that it was a total success
(Operation Sindoor)," Rai told
Media. He said Chauhan had
made it clear that during the
87-hour operation, loitering
munitions were deployed and
operated around Sargodha.

Rai also pointed to the sig-
nificance of Kirana Hills, locat-
ed around 10 kilometres north
of Sargodha.

the operation, loitering muni-
tions, which are drones, were
used. They were loitering 10
miles from Sargodha; they had
gone towards Sargodha, but 10
miles from Sargodha is the
Khirana Hills. Pakistan has
carried out some critical
nuclear tests at the Khirana
Hills. Underground in Kirana,
they have got some nuclear
facility. I mean, this is a revolu-
tion, telling the world about
Operation Sindoor," he said.
Chauhan, speaking at the
Vivekananda Centre in New
Delhi on Tuesday, said India
had sent loitering munitions
towards Sargodha to search for
radars in and around the area.

&

had a flight time of around two
hours and, if they failed to
locate a target during that peri-
od, would eventually come
down and hit an area.

"I think I'll clarify this...at
occasions, it's been asked
whether Kirana Hills were hit
or not, which is where their
(Pakistan's) nuclear facilities
are... Before those strikes, we
had sent in a lot of loitering
munitions at Sargodha and
Kirana Hills is about 10 kilo-
metres north of Sargodha. So
the loitering ammunition is
looking for radars which are in
and around Sargodha, and it
has a lifetime, which means it
will loiter for about two hours

«

get, it comes down and hits
somewhere," Chauhan said.

"It must have come and hit
one of those hills. So that could
be one of the reasons as to
what people asked, because
Pakistani media also showed
some kind of images in which
there was smoke coming out
from Kirana Hills," he added.

Chauhan's remarks clarified
that Kirana Hills was not delib-
erately selected as a target dur-
ing Operation Sindoor. Rather,
according to his account, a loi-
tering munition searching for
radars around Sargodha may
have struck one of the hills
after failing to find its intended
target.



