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FSSAI bans
Everest, LG from
selling hing

o

=

New Delhi, Agency
: The humble pinch of
hing used in Indian
kitchens has come under
the scanner, with the
Food Safety and
Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) issuing
prohibition orders
against Everest Food
Products Private Limited
and Laljee Godhoo and
Company over non-com-
pliance in compounded
hing and asafoetida
products. In a social
media post, the food reg-
ulator said it had issued
prohibition orders
against the two compa-
nies under the Food
Safety and Standards
Act, 2006. For Everest,
samples of compounded
asafoetida, yellow hing
powder and black hing
powder were found non-
compliant with pre-
scribed alcohol-soluble
extract requirements.
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BSF moves ahead
with live monitor-
ing of borders

Agency: The Border
Security Force (BSF) has
kickstarted the process
to implement the
Centre's CCTV model
that will be launched in
Tripura as a pilot project.

Tenders are being
floated for procuring
CCTVs and laying an
optical fibre cable net-
work for the project.
Every camera of the BSF
will be upgraded and con-
nected with the local dis-
trict administration,
where live monitoring of
the borders' footage will
be conducted with the
help of a camera grid. The
idea behind the project is
to ensure complete terri-
torial defence apart from
just fencing borders.

Delhi court takes cogni-
sance of NIA chargesheet
in Red Fort blast case

New Delhi, Agency :
A Delhi court on Saturday
took cognisance of the

National Investigation
Agency's (NIA) 7,500-
page chargesheet against
13 accused in the Red Fort
blast case. The high-inten-
sity Vehicle-Borne
Improvised Explosive
Device (VBIED) blast on
November 10 last year
killed 11 people and left
several injured. Special
Judge Prashant Sharma
took cognisance of the
agency's chargesheet and
posted the matter for fur-
ther proceedings on
September 9. On May 14
this year, the NIA had filed
the chargesheet against 10
accused. All 10 accused,
including main accused Dr
Umer Un Nabi (deceased),
were linked to Ansar
Ghazwat-ul-Hind (AGuH),
an offshoot of the Al-
Qaeda in the Indian
Subcontinent (AQIS), the
chargesheet had said.

Mirwaiz backs NC MP, demand
for J&K statehood, Article 370

Srinagar, Agency:
Hurriyat Conference
chairman Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq Saturday backed
National Conference MP
Aga Ruhullah Mehdi and
criticised the governing
party for failing to hon-
our its election promis-
es.He urged all political
parties in J&K to raise
their voice for the
restoration of Article 370
and statehood to the
union territory.

"I think it is not only
Aga Ruhullah Sahib but
all political parties,
organisations  should

stand up for the rights of
the people and constitu-
tional guarantees,"
Mirwaiz told reporters
here. While Mirwaiz has
consistently spoken
about the "rights of the
people of J&K," this is
perhaps the first time he
has openly criticised the
NC for abandoning its
position on Article 370
and backed Mehdi, the
Srinagar MP who has
been vocal in demanding
its restoration.

promised to people dur-
ing the 2024 assembly
polls. "The rights of the

divided, all our legal and
constitutional commit-
ments have been com-

ment are important
issues which the govt is
concerned with. "But I
think these are second-
ary issues. The real issue
is that the very existence
of the people of Jammu
& Kashmir is under
threat. At this juncture,
all political parties in
J&K should not only
raise their voice for the
restoration of statehood
but also seek the restora-
tion of Article 370, which
was the basis accession

Mirwaiz said priori-
ties of the NC govt are
different from what it

people  have

been
snatched away, Jammu
& Kashmir has been

Jamia suspends four students over protest
against alleged admission irregularities

New Delhi, Agency: Jamia
Millia Islamia has suspended
four students and barred them
from entering the campus in
connection with a protest over
alleged irregularities in 2026-27
admissions, according to sus-
pension orders issued by the uni-
versity. The students were part

August 24,

of an "unauthorised" sit-in at the
university's Central Canteen on
despite
informed that protests could be
held only at a designated area
near Gate No. 18, according to
the university.PTI has seen
copies of the suspension orders
issued by the university's chief

being

proctor on August 26.The orders
state that the students were sus-
pended for varying periods and
barred from entering the campus
during the suspension period.
They have also been asked to
explain why further disciplinary
action should not be taken
against them.

CBSE Capacity Building Programme on
Mental Health Held at Sainik School Nalanda

Nalanda : A one-
day Capacity Building
Programme (CBP) on
“Promoting  Mental
Health and Wellness
Among Students” was
organized at Sainik
School Nalanda on
August 29, 2026, under
the aegis of the CBSE
Centre of Excellence,
Patna Region.The pro-
gramme was aimed at

equipping in-service
teachers with the
knowledge, skills and
practical strategies

needed to identify and
address students’ men-
tal health concerns and
emotional well-being
needs. A total of 60
teachers participated in
the programime,
including 25 teachers
from Sainik School
Nalanda and 35 from
Mani Dweep Academy,
Jamui, Bihar.The pro-
gramme was inaugu-
rated with the ceremo-
nial lighting of the
lamp by  Colonel

August rainfall fails to reduce
India's monsoon deﬁc1t

New Delhi, Agency
Better-than-expected rain-
fall in many parts of the
country in August has failed
to reduce India's cumulative
monsoon rainfall deficit.
While the country's cumula-
tive rainfall deficit (since
June 1) was 13% as of July
31, it touched nearly 14% a
month later due to a huge
Andhra
Pradesh, Punjab and some
states.This

shortfall in Bihar,

northeastern

CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME

PROMOTING MENTAL HEALTH AND
WELLNESS AMONG STUDENTS

Bhupénder

Kumar,
Principal of Sainik
School Nalanda, along
with  other distin-
guished guests and par-
ticipating  teachers.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Colonel Bhupender
Kumar highlighted the
crucial role of teachers
in creating a safe, posi-
tive and supportive
school environment.
He said teachers are
often the first to notice
changes in students’
behaviour, emotions,
academic performance

and social interac-
tions.He encouraged
teachers to remain

empathetic, approach-
able and sensitive to
students’ emotional
needs. He also stressed
the importance of fos-
tering resilience, self-
awareness, healthy
relationships and a
positive outlook among
learners.Two insightful
sessions were conduct-
ed by CBSE Centre of
Excellence-appointed
resource persons and
education experts—Dr
Pramod Kumar, Senior
Master at Sainik School
Nalanda, and Shri
Kundan Pathak,
Principal of Saraswati
International School,

border

reportedly down nearly 2%
as of Friday compared with
the corresponding period

Asthawan.The resource
persons sensitized
teachers about differ-
ent aspects of student
mental health and well-
ness and encouraged
them to adopt support-
ive and inclusive
approaches in class-
rooms and school set-
tings.The training ses-
sions included interac-
tive discussions, group
activities, case-based
learning and hands-on
exercises. These activi-
ties provided partici-
pants with practical
approaches to under-
stand students’ emo-
tional needs, respond
to emerging concerns
and promote a healthy
school climate.The pro-
gramme concluded
with an emphasis on
strengthening teachers’
capacity to support stu-
dents’ mental and emo-
tional well-being and
creating schools where
learners feel safe,
understood and sup-
ported.

Agency:

between

pletely ignored," he said.
Mirwaiz said electrici-
ty, roads and develop-

(with India)," Mirwaiz
said. He said all promises
made to people of J&K

from 1947 onwards by
the union govt were sub-
sequently reneged upon,
including the constitu-
tional guarantees.

On Friday, Mehdi,
who is also influential
Shia cleric, announced
he has decided to resign
from both the NC and the
Lok Sabha and will for-
mally send his resigna-
tion letter to the Lok
Sabha Speaker on Nov 3,
the 26th death anniver-
sary of his father Aga
Syed Mehdi, who was
killed by terrorists in an
IED blast.

shreya Shreeja Makes Her
Mark in the Field of Law

Sagar Suraj

Motihari: Shreya Shreeja,
daughter of banker Achal
Abhishek and granddaughter
of noted senior advocate Late
Banshidhar Prasad, has made
her family and hometown
proud with outstanding
achievement in the field of law.

A resident of New Gopalpur
(West), Motihari, Shreya has
been awarded a Certificate of
Merit by the SVKM's NMIMS
School of Law, Bengaluru, for
being the “Best Student” of the
B.A., LL.B. (Hons.) 2021—
2026 batch.

The certificate was presented
on August 29, 2026, by Dr.
Narayani Ramachandran,
Director, NMIMS Bengaluru.

Shreya’s achievement is
particularly significant given
her family’s long association
with the legal profession. Her

an

Named ‘Best Student’ of
NMIMS School of Law’s

2021-26 Batch, Carrying
Forward a Legacy of Legal

Excellence

!\_

grandfather, Late Banshidhar
Prasad, was himself a well- Her success marks an
known lawyer who earned important milestone in the

respect through his professional
career and contribution to the a
legal field. While her father,
Achal Abhishek, chose a
career in banking, Shreya has
followed the legal path and is
now emerging as a promising
young talent in the profession.

Being recognised as the
Best Student at a prestigious

legacy
grandfather.

For the people of Motihari,
her achievement is also a matter
of pride, as a young talent from
the city is making her presence
felt at one of India’s reputed
institutions for legal education.

family’s journey and represents

continuation of the legal
established by her

institution such as NMIMS Family members, friends
School of Law is a significant and well-wishers have
accomplishment and reflects congratulated Shreya  and
Shreya’s academic excellence, expressed confidence that

dedication and overall
performance during her five-

year integrated law programme.

she will achieve even greater
heights in the field of law in
the years ahead.

The 261 foreigners are from
23 countries, Chinese officials

deficit led to an acreage gap
in the sowing of kharif (sum-
mer-sown) crops, with
paddy, the major seasonal
crop, reporting a decline of
more than 3% compared
with the corresponding peri-
od last year.

Maize that contributes
the most as feedstock for
ethanol production in the
country reported an even
bigger decline of more than
4% compared with the corre-
sponding period in 2025.
This may eventually create
pressure for sugarcane to be
used as feedstock for ethanol
production.

The acreage of all kharif
crops, taken together, was

last year. The acreage deficit
was nearly 3% at the end of
July. The acreage could not
be increased due to erratic
distribution of rainfall in
both the key monsoon
months of July and Aug.

Though many parts of the
country defied El Nino-
linked predictions and got
normal rainfall, 12 states
have reported a rain deficit
of more than 20% since June
1, with Bihar, Andhra
Pradesh and three north-
eastern states - Meghalaya,
Manipur and Arunachal
Pradesh - reporting a huge
deficit of more than 40% in
cumulative (June 1-Aug 29)
rainfall.

Security forces have
launched joint cordon-
and-search operations
along the LoC and after
suspected Pakistan
drones hovered in
Poonch and Rajouri
districts since Friday
and reports emerged
about movement of
armed people in forest-
ed belts of Udhampur-
Kathua and Rajouri,
official sources said.
One drone was spot-
ted hovering over for-
ward areas along the
LoC in Poonch,
prompting the searches
early Saturday, the

L ol

sources said. "The
Pakistani drone was
observed in Behrooti
village in Mendhar sec-
tor late Friday evening.
It moved towards
Mangalnar-Dabrote,
near the border, before
returning to Pakistan,"
a security source said.
In Rajouri, Pakistani
drones were spotted in
a border area of

Rumlidhara in
Nowshera sector, lead-
ing to intensive search-
es. The operations are
still continuing, aimed
at ensuring that no
weapons, narcotics or
other contraband were
air-dropped by the
drones, the sources
said. Separately, police,
Army and paramilitary
forces, have been comb-

49 Indians among 261 foreigners missing
after flash ﬂood on leet-Nepal border

New Delhi,
Chinese officials on Sunday
said 261 foreign nationals,
including 49 Indians, remained |
unaccounted for after a cata-
strophic flash flood struck
Gyirong Port, one of the main
crossings
Nepal and Tibet, on August 26

told a media briefing at
Gyirong,
news agency reported.

The media briefing was held
after a joint search and cross-
checking of information by for-
eign affairs, public security, cul-
ture and tourism, and emer-
gency management authorities.

state-run Xinhua

Pak drones, armed men spur searches n Poonch Rajouri

Jammu, Agency:

ing vast forested patch-

es in  Udhampur,
Kathua and Rajouri fol-
lowing information

about suspicious move-
ments of people, the
sources said.

The operations start-
ed late Friday evening
in Khuban, Marta,
Jopher, and adjoining
areas of Udhampur-
Kathua forests and
were still underway.
Two Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) ter-
rorists were neutralised
in these jungles in Feb
this year. The duo had
been holed up in a cave
in Jopher area.




