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Know Manoj Dwivedi, Delhi's top bureaucrat Public toilets in Delhi need 'signifieant
who doesn't hesitate to say sorry for civic lapses

New Delhi, Agency:
Manoj Kumar Dwivedi has
been at the helm of the New
Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) for less than a month,
but the 1997-batch IAS officer
has already done something
unusual for a senior bureau-
crat:  publicly accepting
responsibility when the civic
system under him failed to
deliver, and acting on it.

The clearest example came
after heavy rain on August 25
left several parts of the NDMC
area waterlogged.

Dwivedi did not blame the
rain. He apologised.

"I sincerely apologise to
everyone in NDMC area who
faced difficulties due to water
logging instances on 25th
August 2026," he wrote on X,

acknowledging that more than
72 mm of rain had fallen in
less than two hours. But, he
added, the rain "cannot be an
excuse".

At three or four locations,
water took more than an hour
to drain, against the usual 15 to
20 minutes. Dwivedi promised
short- and long- term meas-
ures to strengthen the
drainage response.

The episode offered an early
indication of how the new
NDMC chairman intends to
run the civic body. He has cho-
sen social media as one of his
channels for hearing com-
plaints directly from residents.

"If I go by what is reported
to me by officials, I may not get
the real picture," he said,
explaining that citizens, rather

than officials, should set the
benchmark for the civic body.
That approach has extended
beyond waterlogging. When
complaints emerged about
public and community toilets,
Dwivedi again acknowledged
the problem instead of shift-
ing responsibility.
"Situation of many Public
Toilets/Community toilets
in NDMC area is not satis-
factory. It needs lots of
improvements," he wrote on

Sunday, adding that a sys-
tem was being put to
address the shortcomings.

He later posted,
"Somethings are moving.
But long way to go...", while
the NDMC's official account
showed cleaning and repair
work under the description
"Action taken".

His recent interventions

have also covered road
cleaning, dust, littering and
civic beautification. The

council is preparing a stan-
dard operating procedure
for improved cleaning of
roads and public spaces,
with pressure-jet water
cleaning and mechanised
sweeping being considered
as part of a more institution-
alised system.

improvement', admits NDMC chalrman

New Delhi, Agency: Public toi-
lets in parts of the New Delhi area
need significant improvement, and
the New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) is working to put a system in
place to address the problem, its
chairman Manoj Kumar Dwivedi has
acknowledged. In a post on X,
Dwivedi said the condition of several
public and community toilets under
the civic body's jurisdiction was "not
satisfactory” and acknowledged that
fixing the problem would take time.

"The situation of many public and
community toilets in the NDMC area
is not satisfactory. It needs lots of
improvements...will take time to deal
with this, but it will be done. Have
already started working on this to put
a system in place," he wrote.

The public acknowledgement
comes days after Dwivedi apologised
over waterlogging reported at several
locations in the New Delhi area, put-
ting the spotlight on the functioning
of civic services in the Capital's

administrative heart.Taken together,
the posts present an unusual picture
of a senior civic official publicly
acknowledging shortcomings in serv-
ices under his administration while
also assuring residents that correc-
tive measures are being initiated.
Rather than attributing the problems
solely to operational difficulties,
Dwivedi has repeatedly accepted
responsibility for shortcomings and
indicated that remedial work is
underway.

[HC Launches 35mm Film Club with Special Screening BJP to launch awareness campalgn agalnst drug abuse

of Kranti Reel Magic - Looklng Back With Nostalgla

New Delhi, Agency: India Habitat Centre

(IHC) has launched the THC 35mm Film Club, a
first-of-its-kind initiative in the country dedicated
to celebrating and keeping alive the experience and
heritage of watching cinema on celluloid. The
launch brought together distinguished guests from
the world of cinema and the arts, including Shri
Santosh Anand, the renowned lyricist behind some
of Hindi cinema's most memorable songs, includ-

New Delhi,
Agency: The Delhi BJP
] will launch an aware-

| ness campaign against
drug abuse at the dis-
“  trict, Assembly con-
stituency and booth lev-
els across the Capital,
Delhi BJP president
Harsh Malhotra said on
Sunday after listening
to Prime Minister

Modi raised one of the
most important issues
today - 'Drug-Free
Youth, Drug-Free
India'. The 'Drug-Free
Youth for Developed
India' campaign is gain-
ing momentum across

also appealed to Delhi
residents to purchase
"Made in India" and
"Made in Delhi" prod-
ucts during the upcom-
ing festive season.
Calling on party work-
ers to take the Prime

the country. b 5 Minister's message to

He said, "The Delhi On women's empow-  the grassroots,
BJP will take this erment, Malhotra high- Malhotra said, "I appeal
resolve to the ground, lighted the Prime ¢ all Delhi BJP workers

ing Zindagi Ki Na Toote Ladi (Kranti, 1981), Ek
Pyaar Ka Nagma Hai (Shor, 1972) and Main Na
Bhoolunga (Roti Kapda Aur Makaan, 1974), among
many others.

Marking the month of Independence, the inau-
gural screening featured Manoj Kumar's iconic
film Kranti (1981) in its original 35mm format. The
screening offered audiences a rare opportunity to
experience cinema as it was originally meant to be
seen on film, the gentle flicker of the projector, the
distinctive texture and grain of the image, the
warmth of its colours, and the unmistakable nos-
talgia of celluloid.

The occasion was particularly significant for
India Habitat Centre, which is among the few insti-

tutions in the country that continue to operate its
35mm projectors. The same projectors marked the
beginning of IHC's film journey 28 years ago, mak-
ing the launch both a celebration of its cinematic
legacy and a renewed commitment to keeping the
experience of film alive for future
generations.Speaking at the launch, Prof. (Dr.) K.
G. Suresh, Director, India Habitat Centre, said _ "It
is a moment of immense pride for India Habitat
Centre to launch what is perhaps the country's first

Narendra Modi's 137th
'Mann Ki Baat' pro-
gramme.

The programme was
collectively listened to
at 6,339 locations
across Delhi by BJP
leaders, elected repre-
sentatives, party work-
ers, RWA members and
local residents.
Highlighting the Prime
Minister's call for a
drug-free India,

Malhotra said, "PM

'BJP thinks it is bigger than RSS, it should listen

and across Delhi, we
will conduct awareness
campaigns against
drugs at every district,
Assembly constituency
and booth level."
Malhotra said semi-
nars in schools and col-
leges, sports competi-
tions and youth gather-
ings would also be
organised to connect

young people with
sports, culture and
service.

Minister's reference to
the Pradhan Mantri
SVANidhi scheme and
said the party would
further assist women
from the general cate-
gory in Delhi. "The
Delhi BJP will further
assist women from the
general category in
Delhi with digital trans-
actions, banking and
marketing so that they
become stronger and
more empowered." He

to go from street to
street with the Prime
Minister's message. Let
us all become partners
in building a drug-free,
self-reliant and devel-
oped Delhi."After the
programme, Malhotra
planted a sapling under
the "Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam" initiative.BJP
national vice-president
Baijayant Jay Panda,
who attended the event
at Sadiq Nagar.

PM Modi likely to hold bilater-
al talks with Iranian president

to Mohan Bhagwat' CJP leader Abhljeet Dipke

New Delhi, Agency: Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) leader Abhijeet
Dipke on Sunday urged the BJP to
"listen to RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat",
accusing the ruling party of believing
that it had grown bigger than the
organisation.

Dipke's remarks came after
Bhagwat, while addressing an event
in New York, said that a Hindu who
believes Muslims should not live in
Bharat cannot be considered a Hindu.

Dipke also criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi over his
reported use of the term "Dimagi
Naxal" for protesting Gen Z.

"I have been saying this from the
beginning that the BJP should listen
to Mohan Bhagwat. After being in
power for 12 years and having so
many agencies in its hands, BJP is
thinking that it has grown bigger than
the RSS," Dipke said.- PTI_News
(@PTI_News)

Sanskrit's living cultur-
al legacy celebrated

attended
guests.

New Delhi, Agency:
Sanskrit chants resonat-

He said Bhagwat had earlier cau-
tioned against calling protesting Gen
Z youths "anti-national”, but Prime
Minister Narendra Modi used the
term "Dimagi Naxal"."But the PM
(Narendra Modi) came up with a new
word, 'Dimagi Naxal'. It clearly shows
that the PM is not listening to Mohan
Bhagwat," Dipke said. He added that
while the RSS chief speaks about
inclusivity and respecting children,
the use of such terms by the prime
minister "doesn't look good" "They
should at least listen to Mohan
Bhagwat who is their mentor... they

as  special

(BJP) are in power because of the
RSS," Dipke said.Dipke also rejected
suggestions that activist Sonam
Wangchuk's comments about CJP
leaders indicated that they had polit-
ical ambitions. Responding to a
question about Wangchuk's inter-
view with a YouTube channel, Dipke
said the activist's remarks had been
distorted.

"He was asked whether Sourav
(Das) and Ashutosh (Ranka) are hav-
ing any ambitions. Wangchuk said
that we are talented and good leaders
and have not been corrupt till now.
We have run the agitation honestly,"
Dipke said. "He has spoken good
things about us,” he added. What
Bhagwat said in New York

Addressing the 'One World One
Humanity' event in New York,
Bhagwat said different religions may
follow different paths, but humanity
and truth remain one.

New Delhi, Agency:PM
Narendra Modi may have a bilat-
eral meeting with Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian on
the sidelines of the SCO summit
in Kyrgyzstan Monday, official
sources said. While Modi landed
in Bishkek Sunday, the president
was scheduled to arrive Monday
morning, according to reports
from Tehran.

Sources said efforts were on to
schedule a meeting between the
leaders Monday. This would be
the first in-person meeting
between Modi and Pezeshkian
since the start of the US-Israel
war with Iran on Feb 28.

The two, in fact, had last met
on the margins of the Brics sum-
mit in Russia's Kazan in 2024.
However, both have spoken with
each other on several occasions,
including after the West Asia con-
flict erupted, with Modi stressing

ed through the Vande
Mataram auditorium at

Delhi University's
Faculty of Arts on
Sunday as the grand
'Sanskrit Mahotsav-

2026"' concluded, mark-
ing the culmination of
Sanskrit Week with a cel-
ebration of Indian
knowledge systems, cul-
tural heritage and lin-
guistic traditions.

The event was jointly
organised by the Delhi
Sanskrit Academy,
Government of Delhi and
Sanskrit Bharti (Delhi
Province).Jayprakash
Gautam, All India
Organisational Secretary
of Sanskrit Bharti, was
the keynote speaker,
while Prof. Shrinivasa

Varkhedi, Vice-
Chancellor of Central
Sanskrit University,

presided over the event.
Kaushal Kishore Tiwari
and Dheeraj Kumar

Addressing the gather-
ing, Gautam highlighted
the continuing relevance
of Sanskrit and said the
language should not be
viewed merely as a relic
of the past. He called for
greater public participa-
tion in promoting
Sanskrit, linking its
wider use with social and
cultural transformation.

Prof Varkhedi empha-
sised the need to connect
traditional Sanskrit
knowledge with modern
science and technology.
He also announced a
nationwide campaign
under the banner "Mama
Bhasha Sanskritam",
which aims to reach 10
crore citizens ahead of
the census.

The campaign will seek
to highlight Sanskrit's
enduring presence and
influence globally,
including in regions such
as Bali in Indonesia.

New Delhi, Agency:Activist
Sonam Wangchuk has said the
leaders of the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) have political ambi-
tions, but maintained that there
was nothing wrong with aspir-
ing to enter politics as long as
the student movement they led
remained free of political agen-
das.

Wangchuk (59) said he
formed this assessment while
working closely with CJP lead-
ers Abhijeet Dipke, Saurav Das
and Ashutosh Ranka during
their nearly two-month protest
at Jantar Mantar in Delhi, seek-
ing the ouster of Dharmendra
Pradhan as Education Minister.

"As far as their political
ambitions are concerned, I
think they do have political
ambitions. I have assessed
them quite closely. And per-
haps there is nothing wrong
with that either. They did not
tell me that they have political
ambitions. This is my assess-

ment of them. They are not
saints who do not want any-
thing out of this," Wangchuk
said in a podcast with a
YouTuber.

He said critics had pointed
out to him that Dipke had pre-
viously worked with the Aam
Aadmi Party when he joined the
movement. Wangchuk said this
did not concern him, as having
worked with a political party in
the past was not wrong.

During the protest,
Wangchuk said he repeatedly
told the leaders that any future
political ambitions should not
influence the student platform.

Throughout the time I was
on that stage, I kept telling
them that any of you may have
political ambitions, and it is
actually a good thing to have
young and emerging leaders.
But maintain the sanctity of
this platform. Keep it neutral,
apolitical and a pressure group,
because that way you will be

L ol

.

able to achieve much more," he
said.

Wangchuk said he was
pleased that they maintained
that distinction. "If you start
your career by taking up such
issues, I think that is a good
thing," he said.

Wangchuk has also taken a
cheeky dig at actor Aamir
Khan's claim that he did not
know him when 3 Idiots was
being made, pointing to an old
video that appears to show the
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the India remains a friend of Iran.
Pezeshkian is also likely to visit
India for the Brics summit next
month.If it happens, the meeting
will see Modi reiterate India's
position that all issues must be
resolved through dialogue and
diplomacy. He's also expected to
highlight India's focus on ensur-
ing the safety and well being of
Indian nationals in the region,
along with the importance of
unhindered transit of energy and
goods. The two will also discuss
trade, energy and connectivity ties
that have come under strain
because of the expiry of US sanc-
tions waiver for the Chabahar
port.

Wangchuk: CJP leaders no saints
have political ambitions

two meeting.Wangchuk made
the remark while speaking to
the YouTuber, following his
hunger strike during the stu-
dent protest in Delhi.

The exchange centred on
the long-standing belief that
the character Phunsuk
Wangdu in Rajkumar Hirani's
3 Idiots was inspired by
Wangchuk. Aamir had said he
was not aware of the Ladakhi
activist when the film was
being made. He also said nei-
ther Hirani nor writer Abhijat
Joshi knew about Wangchuk
at the time.

Wangchuk, however,
recalled an interaction
between the two and referred
to an old video showing Aamir
at an event where Wangchuk
was also present.

He joked that Aamir may
have forgotten the meeting
because the actor was dressed
as his character from Ghajini
at the time.



