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BRIFF NEWS
MEA: 51 Indians
die serving in
Russian army

New Delhi, Agency:

Foreign secretary
Vikram  Misri  said
Monday India remains in
touch with Russia over

the issue of Indian
nationals serving in the
Russian army and that
out of the 227 such indi-
viduals, 139 have been
discharged. However, he
also said that 51 Indians
who worked with the
Russian army had per-
ished unfortunately.

"This issue has been
discussed at various lev-
els. You would be aware
that our embassy in
Moscow is monitoring
this situation regularly
with regard to the release
and repatriation of these
Indian citizens," said
Misri.

Govt launches orna-
mental fisheries
mission with focus
on Lakshadweep

New Delhi,
Agency: India on
Monday launched a mis-
sion-mode initiative to
develop the ornamental
fish farming, breeding
and export sector, with
Lakshadweep positioned
at the centre of the effort
to tap its vast marine
resources and aquatic
biodiversity.

Vice-President CP
Radhakrishnan launched
"Mission Rangeen
Machhli 2031" from
Lakshadweep, India's
smallest Union
Territory. The mission
aims to establish uni-
form standards for
breeding, biosecurity,
quality control and trade
across the country's
ornamental fisheries sec-
tor, which focuses on
colourful decorative fish
for aquariums and orna-
mental ponds.

Porn ads on FB,
Insta lure users into
fraud: Centre:

New Delhi, Agency:
The National Cybercrime

unit
the

Threat Analytics
(NCTAU), wunder
Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre
(I4C), has warned users of
financial fraud through
sideloaded malicious
Android apps masquerad-
ing as porn apps which,
when downloaded, take
control of users' devices by
abusing accessibility per-
missions.

NCTAU said mislead-
ing Facebook and
Instagram ads under the
names Night Play, Reloop,
Kyss, Riva, Vima, Nexo
and Vixa were redirecting
users to phishing websites
featuring pornographic
content, with a prompt to
download the APK file
from outside the Google
Play Store. After installa-
tion, the app requests per-
missions that allow it to
install additional applica-
tions, enabling fraudsters
to take control of the
device and commit finan-
cial fraud.

sugarcane Development Under SGI‘IIIiIIV

By Sagar Suraj

Motihari: The functioning
of the sugarcane development
department in East Champaran
has come under scrutiny amid
complaints from farmers over the
declining area under sugarcane
cultivation and the alleged lack of
field-level support.

The issue gained significance
after Cane Officer Sriram Singh,
when asked about the initiatives
sugarcane
development since his posting in
the district, reportedly said that
he had not undertaken any work
so far.

He also stated that promoting
sugarcane  development  and
assisting farmers were among the

undertaken for

East Champaran farmers allege declining sugarcane cultivation
and lack of departmental support; Cane Officer Sriram Singh

responsibilities attached to his

post.

Notably, farmers in the district
are already facing difficulties due
to the limited availability of sugar

mills.

The Hanuman Sugar Mill in
Motihari has remained closed for
a long period, while the sugar mill
at Sugauli has also faced concerns

over its regular operations.

It may be mentioned here
that sugarcane is an important
cash crop for farmers and plays
a significant role in the rural

economy.

In the absence of adequate
local milling facilities, farmers

said they are willing
cultivate sugarcane for

mills located in neighbouring
districts. However, they expect
the sugarcane

to facilitate

with such mills

other arrangements.

Farmers have alleged Champaran.
that they are not receiving grievances do not always receive The Cane Officer’s reported
adequate guidance on improved the expected response when they statement that no work has been
sugarcane varieties, scientific approach the sugarcane office. undertaken since his posting has
cultivation practices, pest and According to farmers, regular further intensified questions over
disease management, increasing field visits by departmental the department’s functioning.
productivity  and  marketing officials could help identify Notably, the issue is

opportunities.

sugar

department
coordination
and provide
necessary information regarding
procurement, transportation and

to

problems at the grassroots level.

SC Collegium recommends new CJs for
Rajasthan, MP J &K and Chhattisgarh;

New Delhi, Agency: The

five-member Supreme

Collegium led by CJI Surya Kant
on Monday recommended the
appointment of Justice Sanjay K
Agrawal as chief justice of
Rajasthan, whose acting chief
justice S P Sharma has recused
himself from judicial work fol-
lowing allegations regarding his
integrity levelled by SC judge

Sandeep Mehta.

In a fast-paced development,
the controversy sparked by
Justice Mehta's three letters
within two weeks to CJI Kant
seeking appointment of a regu-
lar CJ to Rajasthan HC gained

Court

minating

Rajasthan HC.

momentum with advocates at
the HC indulging in sloganeer-
ing against the acting CJ, fol-
lowed by Justice Sharma recus-
ing from judicial work and cul-

late
Monday by the Collegium rec-
ommending Justice Agarwal of
Chhattisgarh HC as the CJ of

The Collegium, also compris-

evening on

ing Justices Vikram Nath, B V
Nagarathna, M M Sundresh and
P S Narasimha, recommended
appointment of Justice Alpesh
Yeshwant Kogje of Gujarat HC
as CJ of Madhya Pradesh HC
and Justice Pushpendra Singh
Bhati of Rajasthan HC as the CJ
of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh HC. As the present CJ of
Chhattisgarh
Ramesh Sinha, is retiring on Sep
4, the Collegium recommended
the appointment of Justice
Krushna Ram Mohapatra as the
CJ of Chhattisgarh consequent

HC, Justice

to the retirement of Justice

Sinha.

SC: Externment orders cannot be
passed routlnely, require reasons

New Delhi,
Agency : Holding that
forcing a person to stay
out of a city or district
affects freedom guaran-
teed by the
Constitution, SC on
Monday ruled that a
govt cannot pass an
externment order rou-
tinely and must pass a
reasoned order to justify
such harsh measures.

A bench of Justices
Dipankar Datta and
Sheel Nagu quashed an
externment order
passed by Raigarh dis-
trict magistrate direct-
ing a person to remove
himself from the district
and contiguous districts
for one year. The order
was passed against him

'Tllegal body': India rejects Hague
court's Indus Waters Treaty ruling

New Delhi,

Agency:
India on Monday rejected out-

as multiple criminal
cases were pending and
the district authority
apprehended that his
presence would create
further problems in the
area and nearby dis-

tricts. "An order of
externment  directly
impinges upon valuable
fundamental freedoms
guaranteed to a citizen
and, therefore, cannot
be made as a matter of
routine. Further, merely
because multiple crimi-
nal cases have been filed
against a person would

would have no effect on
India's actions relating to

not, ipso facto, be a
ground for orderlng
externment,” the bench
said. Before exercising
such power, the DM is
required to arrive at a
bona fide and informed
subjective satisfaction
that circumstances war-
rant such an extreme
measure and extern-
ment is necessary, it
said. The bench said the
authority is not expect-
ed to render a judge-
ment as a court of law
but the order must
nonetheless disclose, at
least in broad terms, the
reasons for such satis-
faction. "The existence
of objective material
and a discernible nexus
between such material

and the conclusion
reached are indispensa-
ble safeguards against
arbitrary exercise of
power," it said.

Quashing the order
under Chhattisgarh
Rajya Suraksha
Adhiniyam, SC said the
externment order fell
short of statutory
requirement. "The
order does not indicate
the material on the basis
of which such conclu-
sion was reached. No
reasons are forthcoming
to demonstrate why the
third respondent
(Raipur DM) consid-
ered the situation grave
enough to necessitate
the appellant's extern-
ment," 1t said.

They also alleged that their

They  have  urged
department to  conduct
comprehensive  assessment

sugarcane cultivation in

interest among farmers.

office,
from

sugarcane
received
the

farmers
initiatives

the

of is
the
district and take steps to revive

The farmers have urged the
district administration and senior
officials of the department to
review the functioning of the
complaints
and
undertaken for
sugarcane development in East

not
limited to the functioning of an

individual officer.

a Farmers say the larger concern
the future of sugarcane
cultivation in East Champaran,
particularly at a time when the
district lacks adequate local
sugar-milling facilities.

It may be mentioned here that
the farmers are seeking a proactive
role from the department,
including regular field visits,
technical assistance, coordination
with sugar mills in other districts
and timely resolution of their
grievances.

For the farmers, the immediate
question is when the sugarcane
development  machinery  will
become active on the ground and
when its efforts will translate
into tangible benefits for those
cultivating the crop.

Power failure hits Jaipur
centres again, AIIMS CRE
exam cancelled

New Delhi, Agency:
A day after a power failure
disrupted NEET-PG 2026
at two examination centres
in Jaipur, the AIIMS
Common Recruitment
Examination (CRE) 2026
was hit by a similar power
supply failure at the same
centres, forcing AIIMS to
cancel the test there and
schedule a fresh examina-
tion for September 7.

Barely 24 hours after
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare constituted
a three-member committee
to probe the power failure
at the Jaipur centre, the
same TCS-operated iON
Digital Zone in Sitapura
witnessed another disrup-
tion during the AIIMS
CRE. The examination
began at 9 am as scheduled
but was interrupted by
internal power supply
issues at centres RJ0101
and RJo0102. AIIMS said
the examination was can-
celled at the two centres to
safeguard the interests of
affected candidates and
maintain the integrity and
fairness of the examina-
tion. A total of 2,000 candi-
dates were registered at the
two centres. Of these, 1,342
candidates at RJo101 and

436 at RJo1o02 appeared

for the examination before
the disruption. The affect-
ed candidates will now
have to take the test afresh
on September 7. AIIMS
said suitable examination
centres in Jaipur are being
identified to accommodate
them, either together or in
smaller groups.

Across the country,
21,098 candidates were
registered for the first shift
of the CRE on August 31, of
whom 16,193 appeared.
The examination was con-
ducted as scheduled at all
other centres except the
two Jaipur centres.

ATIMS has asked TCS to
submit a detailed report on
Monday's incident. It has
also directed the examina-
tion service provider to
preserve all relevant sys-
tem logs, CCTV footage and
control-room communica-
tions to facilitate a compre-
hensive assessment of the
circumstances leading to
the disruption.

The CRE is conducted
for recruitment to Group B
and Group C posts across
AIIMS and other Central

government and
autonomous healthcare
institutions.

Agency:

Social activist Anna Hazare admitted to hospital in Mumbai

New Delhi,
Veteran social activist Anna
Hazare has been admitted to a
hospital in Mumbai, according
to reports. Hazare, 89, has been

Hazare, who has been associ-
ated with several anti-corrup-
tion and social reform cam-
paigns, rose to national promi-
nence during the 2011 anti-cor-

right the award of the so-
called Court of Arbitration at
The Hague on the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT), calling
the tribunal "illegally consti-
tuted" and asserting that its
decision would have no bear-
ing on New Delhi's actions on
hydro-electric projects on the
western rivers.

In a strongly worded state-
ment issued shortly after the
Permanent Court of
Arbitration announced that
the 1960 Treaty remained in
force, India said the World
Bank had constituted the
Court of Arbitration in "patent
breach" of the treaty and that
it had never recognised the
body or appeared before it.
"India categorically rejects its
so-called award, just as it has
firmly rejected all prior pro-
nouncements by this illegally
constituted body," the govern-
ment said.

New Delhi maintained that
the court had "no jurisdiction
whatsoever" to pronounce on
India's sovereign decisions,
adding that its present or
future pronouncements

projects being undertaken by
the country.

"India's decision to hold
the Indus Waters Treaty in
abeyance remains in force," it
asserted. The sharp rejection
came after the Court of
Arbitration unanimously
ruled that India's April 2025
decision to place the treaty in
abeyance was not permissible
under the pact or internation-
al law and that the treaty con-
tinued to remain fully in force.
The court also ordered inter-
im restrictions on certain con-
struction works at the Ratle
hydro-electric project in
Jammu and Kashmir, includ-
ing prohibition on concreting
the dam wall and power
intake structure above speci-
fied levels until 9o days after a
World Bank-appointed "neu-
tral expert" issues his final
decision on the project's com-
pliance with the Treaty. India,
however, has consistently
refused to participate in the
proceedings, maintaining that
the Court of Arbitration itself
was constituted in violation of
the Indus Waters Treaty.

admitted for medical treatment.
Further details about his condi-
tion and the reason for his hos-
pitalisation were not immedi-

ately available.

strong

ruption movement, when he led
a hunger strike demanding a

Lokpal law.

Further details about his
health are awaited.

Government terms arbitration award
on Indus Waters Treaty 'illegal’

New Delhi,
Agency: Govt
slammed an award by
the "illegally constitut-
ed so-called Court of
Arbitration (CoA)" con-
cerning interim meas-
ures and status of the
Indus Waters Treaty,
recalling India's posi-
tion that the court has
no jurisdiction to pro-
nounce on India's sov-
ereign decisions. India
had responded similar-
ly to another award
issued by the court in
May this year.

On this occasion
though, according to a

L ol

Reuters report from
Amsterdam, the
Permanent Court of
Arbitration in the
Hague said that India
must uphold the Indus
Waters Treaty with
Pakistan and must also
limit work on an hydro-

electric plant it is build-
ing in J&K. Govt main-
tains that this court was
created in violation of
the 1960 IWT which in
any case has been put
in abeyance by India
because of Pakistan's
support to cross-border

terrorism.
"Today, the illegally
constituted so-called

Court of Arbitration
has issued what it
termed as an award
concerning  Interim
Measures and Status of
the 1Indus Waters
Treaty. This so-called
court was constituted
by World Bank in
patent breach of terms
of the Treaty and India
categorically rejects its
so-called award, just as
it has firmly rejected all
prior pronouncements
by this illegally consti-
tuted body," MEA said.



