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CBI probe necessary
into Disha Salian's
death HC

Mumbai,
Observing that the June 8,
2020, death of celebrity
manager Disha Salian had
"many glaring discrepan-

Agency:

cies" which necessitated
proper and substantive
investigation, Bombay HC
directed CBI to file an FIR
and probe the case thor-
oughly. No one is to be
named as an accused with-
out sufficient grounds, HC
clarified.

"Suspicious  circum-
stances" surrounding the
death necessitate the regis-
tration of an FIR, HC bench
of Justices Sarang Kotwal
and RR Bhonsale held. But
HC said it has "not made
any observations against
any particular individual".
"The police probe raises
more questions than it
answers.

Farakka Treaty renew-
al will have Bihar in
mind: EAM
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New Delhi, Agency:
With India looking at dif-
ferent issues before taking
a call on renewing its treaty
with Bangladesh over shar-
ing of Ganga river waters at
Farakka Barrage, Centre
has assured Bihar that any
decision will be made
keeping in mind the state's
water requirements for
drinking and industrial use.

The assurance came
from Union external affairs
minister S Jaishankar in
response to concerns first
raised by former chief min-
ister Nitish Kumar during
his tenure and recently by
his JDU colleague and
party national working
president Sanjay Jha.

RS MP Jha had raised
the issue in the Upper
House on Aug 6, seeking
protection of Bihar's water
interests in any renewal of
the 30-year-old treaty,
signed in 1996 and set to
expire in Dec.

Govt social research
body invites papers
on demographic
shift, conversions

New Delhi, Agency: The
Indian Council of Social
Science Research (ICSSR),
the Centre's apex social sci-
ences research funding body,
has invited original research
papers for a special issue
examining India's changing
demographic profile.
Eighteen themes listed for
the elicited papers include
cross-border migration, reli-
gious conversions and
national security.

The move comes at a sig-
nificant juncture, with the
Centre in May constituting a
high-level committee to
study demographic changes
arising from illegal immi-
gration and other "abnor-
mal" factors and suggesting
measures to address them.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, announcing the
committee on May 26, had
termed illegal infiltration
resulting in  "unnatural
demographic change" a
major challenge for the
future of any nation.

Fighter pilot who ejected inside Pakin 2019
quits IAF, set to join private airline

New Delhi, Agency:
Indian Air Force (IAF)
fighter pilot Group Captain
Abhinandan  Varthaman,
who was shot down in an air
duel with a Pakistan Air
Force jet in February 2019,
has taken premature retire-
ment from IAF and is join-
ing a private airline as a
commercial pilot.

Sources confirmed to
The Tribune that Group
Captain Varthaman, who
was promoted to his present
rank less than five years
ago, in December 2021, has
taken premature retirement.
He served as an IAF pilot
for almost 22 years and has
opted for a career outside
the force. Sources said this

Gadkari urges all state govts to allow bike taxis; announces

is a natural progression for
many IAF pilots, as flying
duties tend to decrease at
senior ranks while adminis-

trative responsibilities
increase.
Group Captain

Varthaman was piloting a
MiG-21 jet on February 27,
2019, when a high-stakes air
duel ensued with a US-ori-
gin F-16 jet over Nowshera
along the Line of Control
(LoC). After his aircraft was
hit, Varthaman ejected and
parachuted into Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir. He was
released from captivity on
March 1. Later, the govern-
ment awarded him the Vir

India. landing,
Varthaman sustained
injuries while attempting to
destroy classified docu-
ments and evade hostile
locals. He was subsequently
captured by the Pakistan
Army. Videos released dur-

Upon

adherence to the Geneva
Convention protocols con-
cerning the disclosure of
information under duress,
earning him widespread
admiration across India.
The air duel between IAF
and PAF took place a day

Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan, tar-
geting terrorist camps. Days
earlier, terrorists had carried
out an attack in Pulwama,
Jammu and Kashmir.
Group Captain
Varthaman's citation for the
Vir Chakra states that he
was on operational-readi-
ness duty at Air Force
Station Srinagar. A large
force of Pakistan Air Force
fighter aircraft, consisting of
advanced fourth-generation
F-16 and JF-17 aircraft, was
detected heading towards
the LoC. The enemy aircraft
were armed with beyond-
visual-range (BVR) air-to-
air missiles and advanced,

10 am, Varthaman was
scrambled to intercept the
formation. "Despite the
enemy's immense numerical
and technological superiori-
ty, he proceeded to coura-
geously engage the enemy
aircraft with utter disregard
for his personal safety," the
citation said. "He then pur-
sued a retreating enemy
fighter-bomber aircraft and,
in the ensuing aerial combat,
shot down an F-16 with his
on-board missile. However,
in the melee, one of the
enemy aircraft fired multi-
ple advanced BVR missiles,
one of which hit his aircraft,
forcing him to eject in

Chakra,

the third-highest
wartime gallantry award i

m  composure,

ing his captivity showed his
dignity and

on Balakot

plan for negative points for traffic rule violations

New

people.

During the launch of a pilot pro-
for on-the-
spot free medical diagnosis and

gramme - "Suraksha" -

Delhi, Agency:
transport minister Nitin Gadkari
Wednesday urged all state govts to
allow bike taxis, saying it could
give employment to eight crore

Road

counselling for 10 lakh drivers,

construction and high-risk workers
involved in building highways and
mines, he also said his ministry
will amend Motor Vehicles Act to

introduce a negative point

for drivers for traffic violations,
which will result in suspension and
cancellation of driving licence.

Guwahati, Agency:
Two Kuki-Zo MLAs trav-
elled to Imphal
Wednesday in defiance of
a community whip and
attended the Manipur
assembly session in per-
son for the first time since
violence erupted in 2023,
creating a hill-valley
divide that is still to be

bridged.

Saikul legislator
Kimneo Haokip
Hangshing of  Kuki

Peoples' Alliance (KPA)
and Independent MLA
Haokholet Kipgen of
Saitu, both in Kangpokpi
district, chose to be in the
assembly for the first day
of the session despite
Kuki Inpi Manipur's
explicit instruction to stay
away from Meitei-majori-
ty Imphal. Deputy CM

mented on

system Maharashtra,

The initiative will be imple-
150-km
Nagpur-Kamptee areas of NH-44
and mining belt in Chandrapur in
with a target of
10,000 people. Speaking about the
programme, Gadkari sought better
medical tests and healthcare for

2 Kuki-Zo MLAs set foot in |

covering

drivers and construction workers,
saying that "health of our drivers is
key for road safety and there is a
dire need to focus on their eyecare
and other health issues they face
due to the nature of their work."
On the need to allow private
two-wheelers, such as scooters and
motorcycles,
transporting passengers,
this will create employment oppor-
tunities in rural areas.
allowed this.
not allowing this. Transport is a
state subject. I will urge them to do
so as this will give a source of
livelihood to many," Gadkari said.

to allow
he said

owners

"We have
But some states are

mphal for 1st time in 3 years

Nemcha Kipgen and her
BJP colleague, Henglep
MLA Letzamang Haokip,
attended the session over
videoconferencing. Other
four Kuki-Zo MLAs from
BJP abstained. Manipur
has nine Kuki-Zo MLAs,
including two from KPA.
Six of them had attended
the budget session last
Feb virtually, CM Y
Khemchand Singh's office
issued a statement lauding
the two Kuki MLAs for
making what it termed a

"historic physical return"
to the assembly. "Their
attendance comes after a
gap of three and a half
years, during which repre-
sentatives from the com-
munity had not physically
participated in person in
House proceedings," it
said. Singh attributed the
MLA duo's "positive step"
to BJP-led govt's efforts to
reduce the trust deficit
among communities.
"With collective efforts,
Manipur can strive to

walk the path to peace,"
Singh said.

Kuki Inpi Manipur has
barred elected community
representatives from ven-
turing into Imphal Valley
until Union and state
govts accede to their
demand for a separate
administration for the
hills. While violence
involving Kuki and Meitei
communities has ebbed,
Manipur is firefighting
escalating tensions
between Naga and Kuki
groups in the hills, mainly
along the Imphal-
Tamenglong Road corri-
dor in Kangpokpi. Since
May 13, at least 17 people
from Kuki-Zo and Naga
communities have died in
instances of violence
along the Kangpokpi-
Tamenglong stretch.

after TAF launched strikes
in Khyber

high-calibre air-to-ground
stand-off weapons. At about

enemy territory," the citation
said.

'A case of no probe', says
Supreme Court, junks 25-
yr-old murder case

New Delhi, Agency:
Bihar police had proved its
case before the trial court
and Patna high court against
six persons accused of firing
indiscriminately to kill a
man in broad daylight in
2001, but its evidence was
trashed by the Supreme
Court, which took more than
a decade to acquit the
accused by concluding that it
was a case of "no investiga-
tion" having taken place.

The snail-paced legal sys-
tem saw one of the accused
serving a life term awarded
by the trial court and upheld
by HC in 2015. The other
five convicts had appealed
against the HC decision.
Acquitting them, a bench of
Justices J B Pardiwala and K
Vinod Chandran said, "There
is complete lack of evidence
in the present case, and testi-
monies (of eyewitnesses) do
not inspire confidence." SC's
remark that "the case is not of
a faulty investigation but of
no investigation having been
carried out" indicates possi-
ble lack of judiciousness on
the part of trial court or HC to
separate grain from the chaff
while appreciating evidence
in the case. Otherwise, it is
incomprehensible as to how
the complete lack of evi-
dence in the case, as pointed
out by SC, had escaped the
scrutiny of two judicial tiers.
Justices  Pardiwala  and

Chandran said it was aware

that faulty investigation can-
not be taken advantage of by
the accused but added,
"When there is no reliable
evidence, merely because the
10 was recalcitrant or a com-
plaint of collusion was raised
against him, the court cannot
presume the guilt of the
accused."SC said, "We are
unable to find the prosecu-
tion having established the
culpability of the accused
beyond reasonable doubt. As
we noticed, the eye-witness
testimony does not inspire
confidence, and there are no
recoveries made or seizures
effected as would have been
done in a proper investiga-
tion." SC said the murder
motive projected by the pros-
ecution was sticky, an expert
medical opinion went against
the witness testimony on how
the incident occurred, and
there was no recovery of
weapons or cartridges from
the scene of crime in the case
that saw witnesses claiming
indiscriminate firing by the
accused.

Mahua slams rebel TMC MPs
over delay in responding dis-
qualification notices

New Delhi,

Agency:
Trinamool Congress MP Mahua
Moitra on Wednesday slammed
the party's rebel MPs for seek-
ing additional time to respond to
notices issued to them by the
Lok Sabha secretariat.While

talking to reporters, Mahua said

that the rebel MPs' inability to
respond within the stipulated
period shows that they know

they are in the wrong.

"We have filed 20 disqualifi-
cation petitions against MPs
who were elected on TMC tick-
ets but joined hands with the
BJP. The Lok Sabha Secretariat
sent notices last week to them
asking them to reply within
The deadline is
over, but they could not reply.
Now they have sought another
," Mahua said.

"We had written to the Lok
Sabha Speaker in June. Why
were they unable to reply in two
months? Why does it take you
more than one week to reply? If
you ask me, I will not take so
much time to reply," she added.
"The wigs and masks have come
off. Their shamelessness and
betrayal are for everyone to

seven days.

two-three weeks

see," she said. This comes a day
after TMC MP  Sudip
Bandhopadhyay said that the
rebel MPs had sought an addi-
tional three weeks from the Lok
Sabha secretariat to respond to
notices issued on petitions filed
by TMC national general secre-
tary Abhishek Banerjee seeking
their disqualification.

Last month, the Lok Sabha
secretariat had issued notices to
the MPs after the Supreme
Court agreed to hear Abhishek
Banerjee's plea seeking an expe-
ditious decision by Speaker Om
Birla on the disqualification
petitions.

The rebel MPs are under-
stood to be consulting lawyers
before submitting their replies,
with the additional time sought
by them potentially extending
the legal battle over their contin-
uation as members of the House.

Kargil gets post office passport seva kendra to pro-
vide easier access to passport-related services

New Delhi, Agency: The post

office  passport
(POPSK) was

seva

kendra TE.;_. i l 'F?’f’\%
inaugurated in i

Ladakh's Kargil on Wednesday to
provide residents easier access to
passport-related services, officials
said. Minister of State for External
Affairs and Environment, Forest and

Climate Change Kirti Vardhan Singh
inaugurated it in the presence of
Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh V K
Saxena and Member of Parliament
Mohmad Haneefa Jan.The POPSK,

centric

established under a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) between the
Department of Posts and Passport
Seva, is aimed at bringing citizen-

passport services closer to

people in the remote and geographi-
cally challenging region of Ladakh,
they said.

'Reprehensible act of vandalism': India condemns demoli-
tion of century-old Hindu temple in Pakistan, seeks probe

New Delhi, Agency:
India on Wednesday
expressed deep concern
over reports of the
destruction of a historic
Hindu temple in
Pakistan's Punjab
province and called on the
Pakistani government to
conduct a prompt and
transparent investigation
into the incident.

Responding to media
queries, ministry of exter-
nal affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said India
"unequivocally" con-
demned the reported van-
dalism of the century-old
place of worship in Siraj
village in Narowal.

L ol

"We have noted with
deep concern the disturb-
ing reports of the destruc-
tion of a historic Hindu
temple in village Siraj,

Narowal, Pakistan. We
unequivocally condemn
this reprehensible act of
vandalism against a centu-
ry old minority place of

worship," Jaiswal said.

The MEA said the
apparent failure of author-
ities to protect the temple
was alarming and raised
concerns over the safety
and religious freedoms of
minority communities in
Pakistan.

"The apparent apathy
of authorities and failure
to protect this century-old
temple is alarming. Such
incidents are a stark
reminder of the continu-
ing  vulnerability  of
minority communities and
the egregious violations of
their religious freedoms
and places of worship in
Pakistan," Jaiswal said.

India called upon
Pakistan to investigate the
incident and ensure that
those responsible are held
accountable.

"We call upon the
Government of Pakistan
to conduct a prompt and
transparent investigation
into this incident and
ensure that those responsi-
ble are held fully account-

able," the MEA
spokesperson said.
India also  urged

Pakistan to take immedi-
ate steps to restore the
temple and ensure the
safety and security of
minority communities and
their cultural heritage.



