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AlXcrewmember
underscanner after
handwriting probe

~

New Delhi, Agency:
Matching handwriting
on a threat note found in
the lav of a diverted Air
India Express interna-
tional flight with that of
all 40 people on board
has reportedly brought a
crew member under the
scanner of investigating
agencies.

A passenger's role is
also being probed. This
Monday's Dammam-
Delhi flight (IX 170) was
diverted to Ahmedabad
after a tissue paper with
the words "bomb red
430" written on it and a
box, both in black ink,
drawn on it was found in
the lav. On landing in
Ahmedabad, Al Express
filed a complaint with
the airport police, seek-
ing a probe into who
might have written the
threat note.

SC:BCIwritruns only
over lawyers, not
law students
o
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New Delhi,

Agency: Supreme Court
Thursday ruled that Bar
Council of India has no
jurisdiction to discipline
or regulate law students
and quashed its letters
threatening to debar
Nalsar University law
graduates from register-
ing as advocates for
opposing an invitation to
CJI Surya Kant as chief
guest at the institute's
annual convocation.
Despite BCI chairper-
son Manan Kumar
Mishra pleading for clo-
sure of the issue saying
that the objectionable
letters to the Hyderabad
institute on Aug 13 were
withdrawn within hours,
a bench of CJI Kant and
Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana
said the ambit of BCI's
powers, as the statutory
regulatory body for the
legal profession, is

required to be delineat-
ed.

Terrorist hideout
husted in Reasi,
arms & ammo seiedl

Jammu, Agency: A
joint team of security
forces discovered a terror-
ist hideout and seized a
cache of arms and ammu-
nition during a search
operation in Mahore
tehsil in J&K's Reasi dis-
trict on Thursday.

Based on inputs from
the local Army intelli-
gence unit, a joint team of
the Army's 58 Rashtriya
Rifles and J&K Police's
Special Operations Group
launched an anti-terror
operation in the forested
Khataji Ridge area. After
intensive combing of the
tough terrain, the search
party busted a hideout,
officials said.

The recovery included
140 AK-47 rounds, an AK
magazine, 19 PIKA LMG
(Light Machine Gun)
rounds, 25 rounds of
omm pistol, one pistol, a
grenade, medicines and
six cassettes.

India Belgium deepen defence
clean- GIIEI‘!WIIES Iﬂ double trade

New Delhi, Agency:
India and Belgium
signed deals to deepen
defence and clean-ener-
gy ties and agreed to
double bilateral trade
within five years as PM
Modi held talks with
Belgian counterpart Bart
De Wever, the first
Belgian PM to visit India
in nearly two decades,
reports Sachin Parashar.

Following the talks,
Modi pitched India's
7.8% growth in the last
quarter as an opportuni-
ty for the world. In a

Profoundinspiration for selfless action
PM Modi extends greetlngs 10 Ilatlﬂll onJanmashtami

New Delhi,

ings to the people
Janmashtami,
birthday.

PM Modi said the divine
messages of Krishna have guid-
ed humanity and inspire self-

less action.

In a post on X, PM Modi
"Heartfelt Janmashtami
greetings to all of you. In the
divine messages of Lord Shri
the profound
inspiration for selfless action,
which has continuously guided
humanity. May this sacred
occasion, dedicated to his devo-
tion and worship, infuse posi-

ﬂI‘IIISG tourism gets ahoost as gout clears e-group visa

wrote,

Krishna lies

ew Delhi,
Agency As the govt
focuses on positioning
India as a leading
global cruise destina-
tion, the home min-
istry has introduced e-
group  visit  visa
(cruise) for foreign
tourists arriving in
India on cruise vessels
which follow a fixed
and predetermined
itinerary.

The nationals of all
172 countries current-
ly eligible for e-tourist
visa can avail of the
dedicated e-group
visit visa for cruise
travel. The latter will
authorise the foreign
nationals arriving on
cruise ships to enter
India from any of the
38 designated e-visa
enabled seaports. The

Chhattisgarhtops Jal Shakti ministry
campaigns for rainwater harvesting
and grnundwater recharge

New Delhi, Agency:
Chhattisgarh has emerged
as the top-performing state
in Ministry of Jal Shakti's
'Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari
and Catch the Rain cam-
paigns' for community-led
rainwater harvesting and
groundwater recharge. Five

joint statement with De
Wever, Modi said global
conflicts were causing
major upheaval, disrupt-
ing food, fuel and supply
chains, and creating
uncertainty across sec-
tors.

"Today, India's
growth story is becoming
a source of confidence
and new opportunities
for the world," said
Modi.

PM Narendra Modi
announced a mechanism
to fast-track investment
between the two coun-

tries. Belgium accounted
for $4.2bn of FDI inflows
from April 2000 to Dec
2025, making it the 18th-
largest source of FDI into

India. De Wever's visit
resulted in 10 major out-
comes - five MoUs,
including two to boost
indigenous defence man-

ufacturing, co-design
and co-development,
and another five
announcements, includ-
ing appointment of a
defence attache in Indian
embassy in Brussels.
Asked whether there
was any discussion on
pending extradition of
fugitive Mehul Choksi,
who remains in a
Belgium jail, MEA secre-
tary Sibi George said law
enforcement cooperation
was an "important topic
of discussion and an
important aspect of the

Agency:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Friday extended his greet-
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e-group visit visa

(cruise) will have a
validity of 30 days and
allow multiple entry.
The cruise operator
or agent of the vessel
will need to submit the
application for e-
group visit visa for
international passen-
gers via the specified
portal or mobile app,
three days Dbefore
berthing of the vessel
at the first Indian port.
No fresh application
will  be accepted

tive energy and strength into
everyone's life-that is my heart-
felt wish. Jai Shri Krishna!"

President Draupadi Murmu
also expressed her best wishes
to all Indians living in the coun-
try and abroad.

She asked people to resolve

beyond this cut-off.
There is no limit on
the number of tourists
allowed on an e-group
visit visa

towards building an inclusive
and developed
embracing the ideals of Lord
Krishna.

"The life and teachings of
Lord Krishna infuse new vitali-
ty into Indian culture and phi-
losophy; He showed the path of

truth, righteousness, justice, RSS's education wing
compassion, and selfless Vidya Bharati in every dis-
action", the President wrote on  trict, municipality and

X. Minister of home affairs,
Amit Shah, extending his greet-
ings, calling Lord Krishna the
embodiment of righteousness,
ethics, and public welfare
"Heartfelt greetings to all

India by

Kolkata, Agency: Bengal
chief minister Suvendu
Adhikari set a target
Thursday to establish at
least 1,000 schools run by

panchayat within a year.
He also suggested a plan to
merge the state's four edu-
cation departments into
one, specifying that there
would be no separate

of
of
Bengali syllabus to divide

relatlonshlp with
Belglum

"All issues of concern
and interest are dis-
cussed at all levels of our
engagement India
remains committed to
ensuring that fugitives
are brought back to the
country to face the law,"
he added.

Modi said ties with
Belgium had expanded
beyond traditional sec-
tors. "Defence and secu-
rity cooperation is a key
pillar of our relationship.

Toimpartnationalistic learning,
Bengaltohave1,
schools within ayear: Suvendu

He accused TMC
twisting the

this".
even

fellow citizens on the auspi-  administration for madras- people. =~ "Mother was
cious occasion of Shri Krishna g3 education. referred to as 'amma' and
Janmashtami”, he wrote on X. Adhikari, who spoke at not 'ma'... The syllabus was
an event to mark the 74th created in such a way that
anniversary of Vidya Ishwar Chandra
Bharati at Ramakrishna Vidyasagar's or Swami
immigration proce- Mission  Institute ~ of Vivekananda's  lessons

dures will encourage Culture, urged the body to remained neglected..."
international cruise shoulder the responsibility Invoking Syama Prasad
companies to include of imparting what he Mookerjee's call of "ek
(cruise), Indian ports in their term(?d hation ahs’_clc desh, ek bidhan, ek nishan,
’ learning”. He invited its ek pradhan", the CM said it

home ministry sources
told TOI. The details
of the foreign passen-
gers - name, nationali-
ty, passport number
and issue/expiry date,
etc - can be uploaded
in bulk on the speci-
fied portal (indian-
visaonline.gov) or
mobile app.

The e-group visit
visa shall contain a QR
code. Passengers may
use this QR code at
immigration check-
points at the port of
entry and for further
travel within India, as
per the fixed cruise
itinerary.

"Easier visa and

itineraries. This will
also generate wider
economic benefits for
ports, hotels, restau-
rants, transport opera-
tors, touring business-
es and local communi-
ties," said an MHA
official. The govt has,
since 2024, launched
two major initiatives

brass to the secretariat to
meet officials and take the
initiative forward.

Bengal has 313 such
schools. Nationally, Vidya
Bharati runs over 12,000
schools and 10,000 Bal
Sanskar Kendras. The CM
said he wanted the organi-

sation to focus on estab- ly

to  boost  cruise lishing more schools in
tourism in India, given ~ Murshidabad and South 24
the great potential Parganas, alleging that
that the country's  more anti-national activi-
7,500-km  coastline ties take place” in these

districts. The erstwhile
TMC govt, he said, pollut-

and a network of 110
navigable waterways

would apply to education,
too.
arrangement where the
higher education depart-
ment will look after all uni-
versities,
department will look after
Aliah University," he said.
Aliah University is current-

"We won't allow an

while another

managed by the state's

minority affairs depart-
ment.
board toppers. Later, the
minority affairs depart-
ment sent a separate file
containing the names of 27
Muslim students. I asked

"I felicitated the

connecting 400 rivers, €d the education environ- why? ... I have already
presents, as per a PIB  ment and institutions like felicitated 20 students, and
statement issued in Vidya Bharati would need they include Muslims,

April last year. to "help the state come out

New Delhi,
External affairs minister S
Jaishankar on Thursday met
Ukrainian president Volodymyr
Zelenskyy during his visit to
Kyiv, with discussions focusing i’k
on bilateral cooperation and
possible approaches to ending

Agency:

[

He

—_——

the ongoing conflict, Jaishankar Andrii

said."Pleased to «call on

EAM Jaishankar meets Zelenskyy in Kyiv Talks focus
on bilateral cooperation, Russia-Ukraine conflict

-

President @ZelenskyyUa today
#Ukraine," Jaishankar said in a
post on X.

said he also briefed

Zelenskyy on his discussions
with Ukrainian foreign minister

Sybiha on strengthening

bilateral ties.

distrjcts of the state- 2l
Surajpur, = Mahasamund, As of Sept 3, more than
Balod, Balodabazar-

Bhatapara and Kabirdham-
have also secured places
among the country's top 10
districts for water conserva-
tion.

Chief minister Vishnu
Deo Sai presented the state's
water conservation model at
the ministry's departmental
summit here in the presence
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday.

Launched in Sept 2024,
the 'Jal Sanchay Jan
Bhagidari' (JSJB) initiative
has placed community part-
nership and ownership at
the heart of water conserva-
tion. It focuses on construct-
ing low-cost groundwater
recharge and water storage

structures and reviving
defunct borewells.
- .

1.58 crore artificial ground-
water recharge structures
have been constructed in the
country. During the third
edition of the campaign,
Chhattisgarh moved to the
first position nationally,
with 79,775 water structures
registered and 77,719 com-

pleted.
"The government's
approach is not merely

about creating structures for
water conservation. It is also
about fostering a culture of
responsibility around water.
JSJB places people's partici-
pation at the centre of water
management. It brings
together communities,
Panchayats, institutions and
other stakeholders on locally
appropriate solutions," said
the ministry in a statement.

New Delhi, Agency:
Three weeks after Lok
Sabha decided to send
the contentious
Foreign Contribution
(Regulation)
Amendment Bill to a
parliamentary commit-
tee  for  scrutiny,
Speaker Om Birla
Thursday named 31
members of the panel,
with BJP MP Sanjay
Jaiswal made chairper-
son.

BJP-led NDA's 19
MPs will be in the com-
mittee, while Congress
has favoured members
from minority commu-
nities as their represen-
tatives.

Opposition parties,
including DMK, which

L ol

has split from the
INDIA bloc, have been
critical of the bill and
supported concerns of
Christian bodies that
the bill's provisions will
adversely impact NGOs
run by them, a con-
tention rejected by
govt, even though it
agreed to send the draft
law for wider scrutiny
to the panel to evolve a

consensus With many
parties taking time in
nominating their choic-
es, the committee's
constitution was held
up. It has 21 members
from Lok Sabha and 10
from Rajya Sabha, and
was asked to submit its
report by the last day of
the first week of
Parliament's  winter
session. However, a
committee's tenure is
often extended to allow
it to engage in consulta-
tion with different
stakeholders.

NDA's
include

members
Bhartruhari
Mahtab, Nishikant
Dubey and Tejasvi
Surya of BJP, Sanjay
Jha of JDU, Lavu Sri

31-memberpari panel setupto examine FCRA amendment bill

Krishna of TDP and
Praful Patel of NCP.

Congress MPs
include Anto Antony,
Viriato Fernandes,
Hamdullah Sayeed and
Christopher
Manickam. DMK's P
Wilson, a lawyer and
vocal critic of the bill, is
also its member besides
NCP-SP's Supriya Sule
and TMC's Kalyan
Banerjee and Menaka
Guruswamy, both
lawyers.

Critics' main argu-
ment against the
amendment bill is that
it allows the executive
to take control of assets
of an organisation if its
FCRA license is with-
drawn or not renewed.




