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GMDA to Make
Main Roads in 23
Sectors of Old
Gurugram Safer

GURUGRAM,
AGENCY: Preparations
are underway to make
the main roads in 23
sectors of Old
Gurugram safer. The
Gurugram Metropolitan
Development Authority
(GMDA) has prepared
an estimate of around
Rs 4.5 crore for the
work. The amount will
be wused for lane
dividers, zebra cross-
ings and other road-
safety equipment.
GMDA will improve
the safety of main roads
from Sector 1 to Sector
23. A tender was issued
on Thursday and will
be opened on
September 18. The ten-
der will be awarded in
October, after which
the contractor will be
given one year to make
the roads safer.

Facilities to Be

Provided

As many as 520
directional and infor-
mation signboards will
be installed on these
main roads in accor-
dance with Indian Road
Congress standards. A
1.2-metre-high railing
will be installed along
the roads to prevent
stray animals from sud-
denly entering the car-
riageway. Roads with-
out central dividers will
be equipped with barri-
ers to create dividers.
Lane markings will be
done using thermoplas-
tic paint. Zebra cross-
ings will also be pro-
vided. Road studs will
be installed along the
roadside and above
lanes to ensure that
motorists remain in
their lanes.

Home Guard
Motorboat Sinks
in Narmada
in Jabalpur

Water Filled After
Engine Failure, 15

People Were on Board

JABALPUR,
AGENCY: In Madhya
Pradesh, after 13 gates
of the Bargi Dam near
Jabalpur were opened
due to heavy rain, a
Home Guard patrol
motorboat capsized in
the swollen Narmada at
Gwarighat on Friday
evening. More rescue
personnel than the
boat’s capacity were on
board at the time of the
incident. The team was
patrolling the Narmada
when the boat became
uncontrollable and
began drifting due to
the strong current.

Some Home Guard
personnel swam to
safety, while the others
were safely rescued
with the help of local
boatmen and divers
present at the spot.
Police also conducted a
rescue operation and
pulled the personnel
out.It has emerged that
the motorboat has a
capacity of four to five
people, but 12 Home
Guard personnel,
including the driver,
were on board. The
boat that capsized does
not have proper seating
arrangements, yet the
personnel were taken
into the strong current
in it.The engine report-
edly malfunctioned
midstream. This has
raised questions about
negligence in the tech-
nical fitness and inspec-
tion of the patrol boat.
However, all personnel
except the driver were
wearing life jackets.

“We Reached the Moon, But Manual Scavenging Has
Not Ended”; Bombay High Court’s Strong Observation

MUMBAI, AGENCY:
The Bombay High Court has
drawn attention to a social
evil that has continued in the
country for years. The High
Court said that while the
country claims to have
reached the Moon, it has still
failed to eliminate the prac-
tice of manual scavenging.

The Bombay High Court
observed that India claims to
have reached unexplored
parts of the Moon, yet some
of its citizens are still forced
to perform work against
human dignity under the
cover of the caste system.

Reached the Moon, But
Manual Scavenging Has
Not Ended

Justices Bharati Dangre
and Manjusha Deshpande
said, “In the 21st century, we
claim to have reached the
other side of the Moon. Yet
the bitter truth is that a social
evil such as the caste system
still exists in our country,
forcing some citizens to per-
form work that is against
human dignity.”

The High Court further

Major Action in Bengaluru; FIR Against

said that although the
Constitution guarantees
equality before the law and
equal protection of the law
to all citizens, even after 75
years of the Constitution
being adopted, the country
has not been able to free
itself from the social evil
that has troubled society for
centuries. The court made
these observations in a peti-
tion challenging the failure
of state/local authorities to
implement the Prohibition
of Employment as Manual
Scavengers and  their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013.
The observations were made
in the judgment of a hearing
held on August 13 and
uploaded on Thursday,
September 3.

Supreme Court Has
Already Banned the
Practice

The High Court said
manual scavenging is a
practice that has forced a
particular section of society
for generations to perform
this inhuman work, despite
several Supreme Court judg-

ments and laws prohibiting
it.

The court rejected the
state’s position in govern-
ment orders and said that
families of sanitation work-
ers employed by private
contractors/sectors who died
while performing such work
would be entitled to com-
pensation of Rs 30 lakh
from the state government,
as directed by the Supreme

Court. The state could
recover the amount from the
concerned employers.

The petition before the
Bombay High Court was
filed by Raju Madhave,
associated with the workers’

union  Shramik Janata
Sangh, along with writer
Shreyas  Pandey. Raju

Madhave was the father of
Suraj, who died in 2022
while cleaning a septic tank

at a housing society in
Mumbra.

Senior advocate Gayatri
Singh argued that the
responsibility for paying
compensation had been
placed on private contrac-
tors/employers rather than
state/local authorities.

The state’s lawyer had
initially said that 36 districts
had been declared free of
manual scavenging and that

collectors had submitted
certificates in August 2023.
However, during the August
2024 hearing, it was stated
that the status was based on
the date on which the certifi-
cates had been issued.

Citing examples of the
continued practice of manu-
al scavenging, the petition-
ers said that contrary to the
records, the state had paid
compensation of Rs 10 lakh
in 81 cases.

The judges said it could
therefore be concluded that
the state had not succeeded
in completely eliminating
the social evil of manual
scavenging. Although the
state had complied with the
rules to some extent, it was
unfortunate that state agen-
cies were making only half-
hearted efforts.

The judges also directed
that Rs 30 lakh compensa-
tion be paid to the depen-
dants of five deceased per-
sons who had worked as
sanitation workers and
whose cases were raised by
the petitioners.

Gourt issues non-bailable warrant against former DSP

Uttarakhand BJP Leaders Over
“Purification” After Kharge Rally

BENGALURU,
AGENCY: A “Zero
FIR” has been regis-
tered in Bengaluru
against Uttarakhand
BJP members and
others in connection
with alleged “purifi-
cation” of a site after
a rally addressed by
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge.

An official said
the case was regis-
tered at Vidhana
Soudha police station
on August 31 on the
complaint of former

Congress ST
Department vice-
president T.R.
Ramappa.
Officials
explained that a
“Zero FIR” is a case

that can be registered
at any police station,
regardless of where
the offence occurred
or which police sta-
tion has jurisdiction.

a;ﬁ

According to the
FIR, the complainant
said that on August 8,
Mallikarjun Kharge,

Leader of the
Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha, partici-
pated in and
addressed a large
public meeting at
Ramlila Maidan in
Haldwani,
Uttarakhand.

After the public
meeting, some BIJP
members and office-
bearers allegedly
organised a so-called

l

“purification ritual”
at the same place on
August 10.

It has been alleged
that the purpose of
the ritual was to dis-
play an allegedly
objectionable, insult-
ing and casteist belief
that the presence of
Mallikarjun Kharge, a
member of the
Scheduled Caste com-
munity, had “pollut-
ed” the place and that
it therefore needed to
be purified through a
ritual.

Yaba Tablets Worth Rs 1.4 Crore and Myanmar
Cigarettes Seized in Assam; Seven Arrested

GUWAHATI, AGENCY: Seven people have been arrested in separate
operations in Assam with yaba tablets worth Rs 1.4 crore and more than 1.2
lakh Myanmar-made cigarettes.Officials said on Friday that the yaba tablets

were seized in Sribhumi district, while e
the smuggled mgarettes were selzed n |-
Cachar district. Yaba is a narcotic sub-
stance and is banned in India.Chief I.

Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said in ¢
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MOTIHARIL: A East
Champaran’s Sikrahna sub-division has
issued a non-bailable warrant of arrest
against former Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP) Uday Shankar
after repeated summons directing his
appearance allegedly went unheeded.

The warrant follows a series of
proceedings in which the court had
sought the former police officer’s
explanation and personal appearance
in connection with allegations of
interference in a matter already under
judicial consideration.

The case relates to an arms seized in
connection with Pachpakri police station
case no. 153/2025.

According to the court proceedings,
the seized licence had been formally
recorded in the seizure list and placed
under judicial custody. Despite this, the
then Sikrahna SDPO allegedly issued
a written direction to the investigating
officer to release the licence without
obtaining permission from the court.

The court had earlier observed
that such an action, if established,
appeared to go beyond the officer’s

court in

The allegations and
observations mentioned above
are matters forming part of
the judicial proceedings; they
should not be construed as
a finding of guilt against the
former DSP unless established
in accordance with law

lawful authority and raised questions
over interference with a matter pending
before the judiciary.

Notably, the court had given the
officer an opportunity to explain his
conduct. It had also sought a detailed
factual report from the then SDPO as
well as the Superintendent of Police,
Motihari.

A report was requisitioned on
February 24, 2026, but the court
recorded that no satisfactory factual
report had been received.

The  proceedings  subsequently
assumed greater significance after the
court took cognisance of the alleged
conduct and issued summons to the
former DSP. The repeated failure

to respond to the court’s directions
eventually led to the issuance of the
warrant.

The court has referred to provisions
including Sections 199(b) and 208 of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
2023, as reflected in the proceedings.
Section 199 concerns a public servant's
knowing disobedience of a legal
direction regulating the manner in which
an investigation is to be conducted,
while Section 208 deals with intentional
non-attendance in obedience to a lawful
summons, notice or order. Under BNS
Section 208, non-attendance pursuant
to a court summons can attract simple
imprisonment of up to six months, or a
fine of up to 10,000, or both.

It may be recalled that the court had
earlier taken a stern view of the alleged
conduct, observing that actions by a
public servant falling outside the scope
of official duty and amounting to abuse
of position would not automatically
enjoy legal protection.

The latest warrant marks a significant
escalation in the proceedings and places
the former police officer under an
obligation to submit to the process of
the court.

Woman Stripped, Beaten and Video Recorded... Four
Arrested in Bengaluru Over Non-Payment of Loan

BENGALURU,
AGENCY: A shocking
case has emerged from
Bengaluru in which a
woman was allegedly
stripped and assaulted
after she failed to repay
borrowed money.The
accused also recorded a
video of the woman and
threatened to upload it

she later  blocked
Reshma’s number and
moved to another place
out of fear of being
harassed.Nasrat called
the woman and invited
her to her house on the
pretext of offering her a
job and money. When
the woman reached
Nasrat’s house, Suhail

a social media post that police inter- -’k A
cepted two vehicles and seized 14,000
yaba tablets worth Rs 1.4 crore. Five AR i
accused were arrested.The Chief

Minister’s Office also said in a social media post that another operation was
conducted in Cachar district. Police intercepted a vehicle at the Digorkhal
check post on the Assam-Meghalaya border and seized 1,20,000 Burmese
cigarettes hidden inside it. Two accused were arrested in the case.

on social media. Police
have arrested four peo-
ple, including two
women, in the case.
Misbehaved  With
Her After She Failed to

Nasrat, Reshma, Suhail
and Saif. It has been
alleged that the victim

borrowed Rs 1 lakh
from Reshma two years
ago and had been unable

Rs 50,000 from Nasrat,
whom she knew through
Reshma, and had been
paying Rs 5,000 every
week. However, due to
financial difficulties, she
could not make pay-
ments for around four
weeks. The woman said

allegedly misbehaved
with and assaulted her.
The victim also alleged
that she was forcibly put
into an auto-rickshaw.
Reshma and Nasrat sat
beside her, while Suhail
and two other people

Repay Money to pay the interest for the
The accused have past six months.The vic-
been identified as tim had also borrowed

were also present.

Accused Acquitted in Telangana Kidnap-Murder Case; Supreme

Court Overturns Lower Court Verdict for Third Time

HYDERABAD,
AGENCY: The Supreme
Court has delivered a
major verdict in a much-
discussed 2012 kidnap-
ping and murder case in
Telangana, overturning
the orders of the trial
court and High Court. A
bench comprising
Justices J.B. Pardiwala
and K. Vinod Chandran
questioned the analysis
of evidence and set aside
the accused’s conviction
and sentence.

The court clarified
that despite the victim’s
body being recovered
from a refrigerator and

the post-mortem con-
firming  strangulation,
there was no concrete
and reliable evidence
directly  linking  the
accused to the crime or
the flat.

According to a report
by Dhananjay Mahapatra,
the Supreme Court, over-
turning a lower court ver-
dict for the third time in
one week, ordered the
release of the convicted
accused.

What Is the Full Case?

In 2012, a person was
kidnapped in Telangana.
The kidnappers demand-
ed a ransom of Rs 23

lakh, of which the vic-
tim’s father paid Rs 1.5
lakh. Despite this, the
victim was murdered.

The victim’s body was
recovered from a refrig-
erator kept in a flat at the
instance of the accused.
The trial court convicted
five accused, while the
Telangana High Court
acquitted four and upheld
the conviction of one.

Supreme Court’s
Observation

During the hearing,
the bench of Justice J.B.
Pardiwala and Justice K.
Vinod Chandran found
that while the post-

in a Week

mortem report confirmed
that the victim had been
strangled and that the
body was recovered from
a refrigerator, there was
no concrete and reliable
evidence linking the
accused to the crime or
the flat.

The Supreme Court
said a person cannot be
convicted of murder
merely on the basis of
recovery of the body and
the post-mortem report.
In the absence of con-
crete evidence, the
Supreme Court ordered
the immediate release of
the fifth accused.




