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BRIFF NEWS

J&K Police identi-
fy slain terrorist
as Pak nat10_nal

Srinagar, Agency: A
terrorist killed in Friday's
encounter in a forest area of
Budgam district of Kashmir
has been identified as a
Pakistani national.

"You can run but you
can't hide! The terrorist
neutralised during Op
Ashdar has been identified
as Yasir, a Pakistani nation-
al of Lashkar-e-Taiba,"
J&K Police said in a post
on X Saturday.

Police sources believe
Yasir was part of an LeT
network operating in cen-
tral Kashmir. According to
officials, he infiltrated into
the Valley through Tulail
sector in Bandipora district
and later operated from the
upper reaches of central
Kashmir and areas south of
the Pir Panjal range.

Panun Kashmir stages
hunger strike, demands
genoclde law

Jammu, Agency: A dis-
placed Kashmiri Pandit
organisation Saturday
observed a day-long hunger
strike demanding the cre-
ation of a separate home-
land in the valley for their
rehabilitation and enact-
ment of a genocide law.

Panun Kashmir chair-
person Tito Ganju said
India, as a signatory to the
UN Genocide Convention,
was obligated to enact a
dedicated law dealing with
genocide. The organisa-
tion's demands included
official recognition of the
genocide of Kashmiri
Pandits, passage of a
Genocide Bill, creating a
separate Union Territory
as a secure homeland in
the valley, creation of
15,000 jobs in central govt
departments for unem-
ployed and over-aged

youth, and enhancement of
ex gratia assistance and
monthly relief.

Census 2027 enumer-
ation advanced in four
poll bound states

New Delhi, Agency: The
Centre has decided to
advance the population enu-
meration phase of Census
2027 in Uttar Pradesh, Goa,
Punjab and non-snow-bound
areas of Uttarakhand - given
that all four states are due
for assembly polls early next
year - to the time period
December 1, 2026 to
January 4, 2027, with
January 5, 2027 as the refer-
ence date. This will be pre-
ceded by a 15-day self-enu-
meration window in the four
states from November 16 to
30, 2026.

The first phase of Census
in Manipur, which is also
due for assembly polls in
February-March next year,
was recently postponed in
view of demands from with-
in the state to hold the
national register of citizens
(NRC) exercise first.
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Bike Theft Crackdown Puts Thieves on the Run in East Champaran

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: A sustained
crackdown on motorcycle
thieves by the East Champaran
police in August appears to
have dealt a major blow to a
network that has long taken
advantage of the porous
India-Nepal border and the
easy movement of stolen bikes
across the frontier.

Records available for 36
cases listed in the August
report show 43 motorcycles
recovered and 47 suspects
arrested. The figures underline

BNM@MISGELLANEQUS

47 Arrests, 43 Motorcycles Recovered
in August: East Champaran Police
Crack Down on Bike Theft Network
Despite Open Nepal Border

The success is not limited to
a single police station. Dhaka
police recorded three cases,
four recoveries and three
arrests, while Kotwa registered
three cases, recovered three
motorcycles and arrested five
suspects. Kundwa Chainpur
also reported three cases, three

recorded three recoveries and
three arrests in two cases.
Ghodasahan and Jharokhar
each  reported
with  five arrests,
Dumariyaghat reported two
recoveries and four arrests in
a single case.

The pattern emerging from

oneé case

while

by sustained questioning of

arrested  suspects, appears

The border location of
East Champaran makes the
achievement particularly
significant. =~ With  several
border points providing
easy access to Nepal, stolen
motorcycles can potentially
be moved out of the district
quickly.

The case records also
include suspects and addresses
linked to areas in Nepal,
showing the cross-border
dimension of the problem.

The August operation also
points to better coordination

teams while police personnel
at the ground level worked on
local leads and interrogation.

The message from the
figures is clear: the crackdown
has increased the risk for
motorcycle thieves operating
in the district.

Recoveries made from
cases registered at different
police stations indicate that the
police are not merely catching
riders with stolen bikes but
are trying to trace the network
behind the thefts. With 43
recoveries and 47 arrests in

the impact of targeted police
action, local intelligence and
coordination between
and police

close
senior officers
teams at the station level.

recoveries and three arrests. the case details suggests that to have helped investigators within the police force. the 36 cases visible in the

Among the other notable the police did not depend only connect individual theft cases Senior officers, including supplied August record, the
results, Chhauradano reported on routine checking or chance with wider networks and Superintendent of Police campaign has emerged as one
three motorcycle recoveries arrests. identify motorcycles reported Swarn Prabhat, appear to of the more significant recent
and two arrests in two Information  gathered stolen at different police have kept close watch on the actions against motorcycle
cases, while Ramgarhwa through local sources, followed stations. performance of investigating theft in the district.

CBI FIR against Subhash Chandra in alleged | Nepal floods show the risk
Rs 1,322cr LIC Housing Finance fraud

New Delhi, Agency:

Aug 31.

According to the FIR, LICHFL
had sanctioned two loan facilities
totalling Rs 980 crore to four com-
panies. A Rs 500-crore facility was

CBI has
filed an FIR against Essel Group
Chairman Subhash Chandra and
some other individuals for alleged-
ly defrauding LICHFL
Housing Finance Ltd) of Rs 1,322
crore between 2018 and 2026.
LICHFL alleged that Chandra had
submitted a 'net worth certificate' of
Rs 59,113 crore in 2018 while
availing credit facilities but in 2024
stated that his net worth was just Rs
31.7 crore. The FIR was registered
on a complaint filed by LICHFL on

(LIC

-

.

=y

sanctioned to

Subscriber  Management and
Consultancy Services Pvt Ltd and
Spirit Infrapower and

Properties Pvt Ltd and Pan India
Infraprojects Pvt Ltd, while another
Rs 480 crore was given to Digital

Multiventures Pvt Ltd.

Both facilities were backed by
personal guarantees furnished by
Essel Group chairman Subhash

Vasant Sagar

Chandra. The complaint alleged
that the loans were sanctioned on
the basis of net-worth certificates
submitted on behalf of Chandra.
One certificate,
2018, allegedly showed his net
worth at $6,197.6 million, equiva-
lent to around Rs 59,113 crore, as
of March 31, 2017. Another certifi-
cate put his net worth at Rs 40,562
crore. However, the complaint stat-
ed, during the subsequent insolven-
cy proceedings, Subhash Chandra
had denied possessing the net worth
reflected in the certificates.
allegedly stated that his net worth in
2024 was Rs 31.79 crore and that
even in 2017-18 it had not exceed-
ed Rs 40,000 crore.

issued in March

He

DTC fought conductor for 32 years over Rs 67 fare
and his wages, now fined Rs 1 lakh by Delhi HC

New Delhi, Agency:
The Delhi High court has
imposed costs of Rs 1
lakh on the Delhi
Transport  Corporation
(DTC) for pursuing a 32-
year-old dispute with a
bus conductor over pay-
ment of 17 months' back
wages, terming the pro-
longed litigation an abuse

of the process of
law.According to PTI
report, Justice Amit

Mahajan dismissed the
DTC's challenge to a
2004 Industrial Tribunal
order in favour of the con-
ductor, observing that the
department's continued
litigation over the limited
claim had resulted in
avoidable expenditure of
public money.

Innovators should develop

low-cost solutions: Goyal
v 3\

New Delhi,

Agency:
Commerce and industry minis-
ter Piyush Goyal has called
upon innovators and startups to
develop low-cost and sustain-
able solutions to help civil soci-
ety, the corporate sector and
govt deal with initiatives that

The

court, in its
September 2 order, said
the DTC could recover
the costs from the officer
responsible for pursuing
what it described as an
"insignificant dispute".
Of the Rs 1 lakh imposed,
Rs 25,000 will be paid to
the Delhi High Legal
Services Committee, Rs
50,000 to the PM Relief
Fund and Rs 25,000 to the
conductor. The dispute
dates back to November

create social impact, such as

cleaning up of lakes that he has

started in his constituency.

"May be one of the innova-
tors will come up with a clean-
ing machine for these lakes to

mittee when the bill came up for
scrutiny, I had felt we are actu-
ally doing dis-service to the
Indian ethos, to the Indian way

1994, when the conductor
was accused of failing to
issue tickets to three pas-
sengers despite collecting
a total fare of Rs 67. He
was suspended following
the incident.

Although the enquiry
officer had ruled in the
conductor's favour, the
disciplinary authority dis-
agreed and issued a show-
cause notice proposing
his removal from service.
He was subsequently

removed with effect from
August 1996.

The conductor chal-
lenged the action, follow-
ing which the DTC chair-
man-cum-managing
director set aside his
removal. In 1998, the
DTC chairman ordered
his reinstatement but
denied him back wages
and reduced his pay scale.

The dispute then
reached the Industrial
Tribunal, which in 2004
held that the punishment
was illegal and without
basis. It ruled that the
conductor was entitled to
wages on his regular pay
scale, along with arrears
arising from the reduced
wages and regular wages
for the relevant period.

China's mega-dam raises big-
ger questions for Indla

New Delhi, Agency: The
rain came down relentlessly,
turning quiet mountain
streams into raging torrents
and narrow roads into muddy
rivers. Across Nepal, flood-
waters and debris swept
through homes, roads and
hydropower facilities, leav-
ing behind broken bridges,
stranded communities and
villages cut off from the out-
side world.

In the mountains, where
steep slopes already make life
precarious, swollen rivers,
landslides and collapsing
rock can quickly turn a natu-
ral hazard into a cascading
disaster. For communities liv-
ing along narrow Himalayan
valleys, a sudden rush of
water, ice and debris can
leave little time to escape.

The recent flash floods in
Nepal have brought these vul-
nerabilities sharply into
focus. Search teams have bat-
tled heavy rain and thick lay-
ers of debris while looking
for people believed to be
trapped in tunnels,
hydropower projects and
underground power facilities
along the Bhotekoshi River.

But the devastation has
also raised a larger question:
what happens when the
already fragile Himalayan
environment is combined
with increasingly large infra-
structure projects, including
dams, tunnels, highways and
hydropower facilities?

That question has particu-
lar significance for India
because the Himalayas are
not confined by political

boundaries. Rivers, glaciers,
mountain systems and geo-

logical faults cut across
China, Nepal, Bhutan and
India. A disaster originating
in the high mountains can
therefore have consequences
far beyond the point where it

begins.
It is against this backdrop
that China's massive

hydropower project on the
Yarlung Tsangpo, known
downstream as the
Brahmaputra, has come under
renewed scrutiny. The proj-
ect, being built in Tibet's
Medog County at the dramat-
ic Great Bend of the river, is
expected to become the
world's largest hydropower
project.

Its location, however,
adds another layer of con-
cern. The project sits in one
of the world's most geologi-
cally challenging regions,
marked by steep Himalayan
terrain, active faults, earth-
quakes, landslides, glaciers
and extreme weather. These
natural risks make the dam
not just a massive engineer-
ing undertaking, but also a
strategically sensitive project
located upstream of one of
India's most important rivers.

New Delhi, Agency:
Congress on Saturday appointed
Sachin Pilot as the party's general
secretary in-charge of Punjab,
replacing Bhupesh Baghel, news
agency PTI
appointment comes as Congress
prepares to strengthen its organi-
sation and political strategy in the
state ahead of the Punjab assem-

Congress replaces Bhupesh Baghel with Sachin Pilot as Punjab general secretary

The

reported. The

bly elections.
appointed former Chhattisgarh

Congress had

chief minister Bhupesh Baghel as
an AICC general secretary and
made him the party's Punjab in-
charge in 2025.

A prominent OBC leader,
Baghel was credited with helping
revive
Chhattisgarh and led the party to a
landslide victory in the 2018
assembly elections.

the Congress in

State-run

New Delhi, Agency:
Coal

CIL offers extra fuel, 57 plants now report critically low stock

India

cushion of 76 MT at its
pitheads, besides 46 MT

maintain these lakes. There are
machines internationally avail-
able but at a huge price. May be
one of our startups will very
easily be able to make it,"
Goyal said at the Media Social
Impact Summit on Saturday.
The minister, an MP from
North Mumbai, is seeking to
clean up nine lakes in his con-
stituency and expand the initia-
tive to the city.

He said in India, citizens
voluntarily take up social caus-
es. "When the Companies Bill
was piloted about 13-14 years
ago bringing in the provision of
(mandatory 2% spend on) CSR,
we were in opposition. [
remember in the finance com-

of life because in India, people
don't do CSR out of compul-
sion. The moment we bring it
into the garb of compulsion we
change that connection. But be
that as it may, it has brought
more funds into CSR." He also
said govt's housing initiative
had helped bring dignity to peo-
ple and create assets, while
pushing a large section into the
middle class. "That coming into
the middle class, maybe neo
middle class will move to upper
middle class, will have a better
quality of life. Double incomes
are coming into families... this
is spurring your economic
growth. So, this is a very prof-
itable proposition when you
serve society."

Limited (CIL) has offered
power plants having fuel
supply agreements with it
and its subsidiaries to lift
additional quantities of
coal, over and above the
quantities stipulated in
their annual contracts, as
stocks available at ther-
mal power plants fell fur-
ther. Central Electricity
Authority (CEA) data
showed that on Sept 4, the
number of plants with
critically low coal stocks
had increased to 57. The
total stock availability
was estimated at 27.1
MT, or 47% of the recom-
mended requirement of
57.7 MT. Media Saturday

L ol

reported that 50 of 190
coal-fired power plants
had less than 25% of the

recommended coal
requirement.

Coal ministry said the
situation was likely to
improve now as intense
rains over coal command
regions showed clear
signs of easing, while
production and supplies
of the fuel at CIL's mines
were gathering pace.

"Despite  prolonged
spells of rain through July

and Aug, particularly
across the East-Central
parts, CIL maintained a
steady supply run. During
April-Aug of the current
fiscal, CIL supplied 322.9
MT of coal, 6.7% higher
than the 302.6 MT sup-
plied during the corre-
sponding period last
year." It said, "Supplies to
the power sector in Aug
2026 also rose 4.5% to
48.46 MT, compared with
Aug 2025." It added that
CIL was holding a stock

of ready-to-mine coal.

The ministry said
sticky and wet coal beds
were now drying out,
making freshly mined
coal free-flowing and
considerably easier to
transfer, handle and dis-
patch. Coal seams at
lower mine horizons that
had been submerged were
also being restored to pro-
duction.

The average daily coal
production improved
from 1.4 MT during the
rain-affected first three
days of Sept to nearly 1.7
MT on Sept 4, with just a
single day's respite from
rain, it said.



