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BRIFF NEWS

Resolution doesn't
endorse any specific
map: MEA

New Delhi, Agency:
India was among the 164

countries that voted in
favour of UN General
Assembly's Sept 4 resolu-

tion, "Correct the Map:
Rebalancing Global
Cartographic
Representation and
Promoting Equitable
Representation of the
World's Regions,

Particularly Africa".

MEA said the resolu-
tion's purpose is to encour-
age the use of equal-area
map projections that pre-
serve the relative sizes of
continental landmasses,
and it neither adopts nor
authenticates any particular
world map, nor does it
address political cartogra-
phy, including international
boundaries, disputed terri-
tories or place names.

SC rejects panel's plea for
6 more months to define
Aravali hills & ranges

New Delhi, Agency:
"Why don't you simply say
that the matter be heard
after my retirement," asked
an exasperated CJI Surya
Kant as a bench led by him

outrightly  declined a
request from the high-pow-
ered committee for six
more months' time to draft a
comprehensive definition
of Aravali hills and ranges
to protect the eco-sensitive
area from mining and vari-
ous commercial activities
and fixed a Nov 30 deadline
for submission of the final
report. Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for HPC, told a
bench of CJI, Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana that HPC would
need six more months to
file a detailed report, which
would include completing
public hearings and consid-
ering views of stakeholders.

Punjab govt de-addic-
tion centre admissions
rise 164% in a year

Infight against malnutrition govt to promote dietary

New Delhi, Agency
Stepping up the fight against mal-
nutrition, which remains a signif-
icant health challenge, govt will
take the message of dietary diver-
sity and importance of "protein
rich foods" in a child's diet - with
special focus on children enrolled
in around 14 lakh anganwadi cen-
tres - across the country, as part of
its annual "Rashtriya Poshan
Maah 2026". The month-long
nutrition campaign will be
launched on Sept 9 from
Varanasi.

Women and child develop-
ment (WCD) minister Annpurna
Devi said this year's theme for the

Hamari Jimmedari" seeks to place
anganwadi centres at the heart of

tion and early childhood develop-
ment.

d1vers1ty, 11mporance of proteln richfoods

Poshan Maah will be the 'Protein-
Rich Foods' campaign. It is pro-
posed to conduct awareness activ-
ities on protein-rich foods from
plant and animal sources - pulses,
legumes, nuts and seeds, milk and
milk products, and eggs - demon-
strating practical and affordable
ways to add protein to daily diets.

In a statement, WCD ministry
said the theme seeking to involve
community members in each
anganwadi will drive the acceler-
ated constitution and operational-
isation of anganwadi manage-
ment committees to promote
community oversight of nutrition
services, as per guidelines issued
in June.

This "all-women committee"
will have seven members - super-
visor associated with the angan-
wadi as its chairperson, an angan-
wadi worker as convener, an Asha
worker, two mothers of enrolled
children, a woman from a self-
help group (SHG), NGO or civil
society organisation, and a govt
school teacher. The ministry
highlighted that Supplementary
Nutrition Programme (SNP)
guidelines for the first time,
define hot cooked meals and
mandate SNP menu boards in
anganwadis. The guidelines also
recommend drastically reducing
the use of added sugars and salt

campaign "Hamari Anganwadi

Passive smoking deaths up 50%

New Delhi, Agency : Deaths
linked to second-hand smoke in
India have soared, surging almost
50% since 1990 and claiming
325,600 lives in 2023 alone.
According to a study published in
The Lancet Public Health Monday,
India had the world's second-high-
est number of people exposed to
second-hand smoke in 2023, after
China, with 444 million Indians
affected.

While India's age-standardised
exposure prevalence declined from
43.2% to 30.6% over the last three
decades, the absolute number of
people exposed rose from 375 mil-
lion in 1990 to 444 million in 2023,
an increase of 18.4%. The health
toll also rose sharply, with deaths
attributable to second-hand smoke
climbing from 217,700 to 325,600
during the same period. Fatalities

community-led action for nutri-

among women rose from 113,400 to
156,900, while deaths among men
from 104,300 to 168,700 over the
same period. Second-hand smoke
also accounted for 9.28 million dis-
ability-adjusted life-years (DALYs)

in India in 2023, representing
healthy years lost to premature
death, illness or disability.

Dr G C Khilnani, chairperson of
pulmonary, critical care at PSRI
Hospital, said, "Second-hand smoke
contributes not only to illness and
disability but also to premature
deaths and loss of healthy years.
Kids and women are particularly

One of the highlights of the

vulnerable, with children's develop-
ing lungs making them more sus-
ceptible to respiratory issues.
Smoking should be done outdoors,
and greater public awareness is
needed.

The study links second-hand
smoke to ischaemic heart disease,
stroke, lung cancer, chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease,
breast cancer, type 2 diabetes, asth-
ma and lower respiratory infections.
Among children, lower respiratory
infections were the leading contrib-
utor to the disease burden. Globally,
2.71 billion people were exposed to
second-hand smoke in 2023, con-
tributing to 1.66 million deaths and
44.8 million DALYs. China, India
and Indonesia accounted for nearly
half of world's exposed population,
with China recording 664 million
exposed people.

in supplementary nutrition.

since 1990: Lancet | preight corridors to be finally opera-

tional fully after 2 decades

New Delhi, Agency:
Nearly 20 years after the
Dedicated Freight Corridor
(DFC) project was approved,
India's freight rail network
linking eastern, northern and
western regions will become
fully operational Tuesday,
when PM Narendra Modi
inaugurates three remaining
sections of Western Dedicated
Freight Corridor (WDFC)
today. WDFC  connects
Jawaharlal Nehru Port in
Mumbai with Dadri in UP,
where it intersects with
Eastern Dedicated Freight
Corridor (EDFC), completing
the country's dedicated freight

rail backbone.

On the eastern side, the
DFC from Sonnangar in West
Bengal to Ludhiana in Punjab
is fully operational. Though
EDFC was originally planned
from Dankuni in West Bengal,
a 538-km section from
Dankuni to Sonnagar was de-
scoped from the DFC project
and multi-tracking of this part
is now being carried out by
railways.

KT Rama Rao, among BRS leaders booked for  Company can be punished for offence carrying imprison-

assaulting cops outside Telangana assembly

New Delhi, Agency:

ment, term can be replaced by fine: Supreme Court

the offence, its

Telangana Police on Tuesday
registered an FIR against BRS
leaders KT Rama Rao, T Harish
Rao, Gangula Kamalakar and
others for allegedly obstructing
and assaulting police officials
outside the Telangana assembly.

According to the FIR, the
leaders allegedly abused women
constables, threatened staff and
caught police officials by the col-
lar. The FIR further said that the
leaders tried to force entry
despite security restrictions
imposed on the Assembly
Speaker's orders.

The case is booked under
Sections 121(1), 132, 74, 79,
351, 352, 353 r/w 3(5) of the
BNS. Investigation is on.

The FIR came after BRS leg-
islators staged a protest against

Will address colleagues' gen-

the Congress government, lead-
ing to a confrontation between
opposition leaders and police
personnel. Several BRS leaders,
including KT Rama Rao and T

Harish Rao, were detained.
During the Assembly proceed-
ings, Speaker Gaddam Prasad
Kumar broke down while
recounting the alleged remarks
and the circumstances surround-
ing the incident. The episode drew
strong reactions from ruling party
members, who demanded action
against BRS MLC Tata Madhu.

New Delhi, Agency:
A company having no
physical body cannot be
imprisoned and having
no mind cannot possess
mens rea (guilty mind),
which is essential for
conviction in a criminal
case. So can a firm be
convicted and punished?

SC Monday
answered the tricky
questions by holding

that a company can be
convicted even when it
cannot have a guilty
mind of its own and can
also be punished, though
the punishment of a jail
term can be substituted
by a fine.

A bench of Justices J

B Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra said there is a
need to bring a law for
corporate criminal lia-
bility but said the issue
comes within the legis-
lature's prerogative and
it cannot be done by a
court. It held that a com-
pany is not rendered
immune to prosecution
merely because the
offence carries a manda-
tory sentence of impris-

onment. Referring to a
constitution bench rul-
ing, the bench said a
judicial discretion to
impose a fine alone must
be read into such provi-
sions when dealing with
juristic persons.

"The position under
Indian law is thus clear
that a corporation can be
prosecuted for an
offence notwithstanding
that it carries a mandato-
ry sentence of imprison-
ment or requires proof
of mens rea. It appears
that a corporation cannot
be prosecuted only
where the offence is
punishable with impris-
onment alone, or where

by
nature, requires personal
malicious intent, such
that it is incapable of
commission by a corpo-
ration at all," the bench
said. SC passed the
order on a plea by Sanofi
India Ltd which said a
prosecution against a
corporation like it, for an
offence requiring mens
rea, is maintainable only
where a natural person
has been identified and
arraigned as an accused
alongside it. It said that
corporations alone can-
not be convicted and
pleaded that proceedings
against it should be
quashed.

Balance needed between scientific probe and right to privacy, says SC

New Delhi, Agency: not conducting the probe sci- by journalist Abhishek Upadhyay,

uine concern: Isro chief

. Supreme Court on ﬁll‘ entifically, and on the other who claimed to be whistleblower

C_llapdlgarh, Agency : Bengaluru, Agency: Isro Monday said technolog- :\,.,h..# hand, are accused of viola- on pilferage of Ram temple dona-

Admissions to Punjab_ €0V-| chairman V Narayanan Monday ical advancements have T ﬁ H-—-'H' tion of privacy if they do. "A tions, and has accused Ghaziabad
ernment-run  de-addiction S balance needs to be struck,"

centres rose by more than
164 percent in a year, with
25,290 people admitted in
2025 compared with 9,577 in
2024, according to data
released by the state govern-
ment on Monday. The
Punjab government said the
figures indicate growing
public confidence in its treat-
ment and rehabilitation net-
work under its anti-drug
campaign, '"Yudh Nashean
Virudh', launched in March
2025. More than 14,000 peo-
ple had already been admit-
ted to government de-addic-
tion centres by July 2026.
The government said the
increase in admissions sug-
gested that more individuals
and families were approach-
ing formal treatment instead
of allowing stigma around
addiction to prevent them
from seeking help.
Admissions to government
rehabilitation centres also
recorded a sharp increase,
rising from 2,644 in 2024 to
8,574 in 2025 - a jump of
more than 224 percent.

said genuine concerns of his
colleagues would be clarified.
"...If one or two people give you
a letter, one cannot give a writ-
ten communication immediate-
ly. Please understand, we are
20,000 employees. But we will
address the employees," he said
on the sidelines of Bengaluru
Space Expo 2026 here.

Narayanan said that Isro had
a system to regularly talk to
employees. "...For example,
when the space sector reforms
were rolled out, from the
Chairman onwards, we have
regularly engaged with our
employees," he added.

Earlier at the inaugural, Isro
chairman and IN-SPACe chair-
man Pawan Goenka made a
strong case for greater partici-
pation by industry, startups and
academia in India's space pro-
gramme, arguing that the coun-
try's expanding ambitions can-
not be met by the national space
agency alone.

Their remarks came a day
after Isro and Goenka had
released separate statements
about the role of Isro, IN-
SPACe and the private sector,

made criminal investiga-

tion far more complicated
and a challenge for the investigat-
ing agencies, as they get the stick
from the court and the victim for

said a bench of Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V Mohana,
while dealing with an application

police of making an FIR in an
alleged road rage case the pretext
for seeking his digital footprints
from June 1 from social media
platforms to find his sources.

which followed a letter by nine
employees' associations raising
concerns over the future role of
Isro. Narayanan said Monday
that India's requirements were
set to rise sharply: "Our space
programme is 64-65 years old.
Right now, we have 56 space
assets in serving the common
man of the country. But the
[future] need is huge. I think
you all know that," he said,
adding that industry would need
to play a greater role in meeting
that.

He said industry had, in any
case, long been an integral part
of India's space programme.
"Whenever an LVM3 is lifting
off or a GSLV is lifting off,
please do not think that every-
thing is done in Isro. Almost
80% of the budget is invested in
Indian industry.

Janmashtami lights up Antilia: Inside the
Ambani family's J anmashtaml celebration

Mumbai, Agency:
Antilia came alive with
colour, devotion and fes-
tive cheer this week as the
Ambani family celebrated
Janmashtami, marking
the birth of Lord Krishna.

Footage from the
evening shows the fami-
ly's signature blend of
devotion, colour and fes-
tive joy, a celebration
that, over the years, has
become one of the most
talked-about traditions in
India's festival calendar.

The evening carried

all the markers of a
Janmashtami night.
interiors

Flower-laden

L ol

dripping with strings of
white and pink blooms, a
dance floor painted with
intricate motifs, and fami-
ly members dressed in
richly embroidered tradi-

tional silhouettes,
purples, sea-greens,

deep
and
reds threaded with gold.
Prayers were offered with
folded hands and floral

garlands, following the

rituals associated with the
festival, which commem-
orates Krishna's birth at
midnight and is celebrat-
ed across India and
among Hindu communi-
ties worldwide with fast-
ing, devotional singing,
and the reenactment of
Krishna's childhood.
What stood out most
in the visuals was the
warmth, the women in the
family twirling with chil-
dren on the dance floor, a
toddler being lifted into a
gentle embrace mid-cele-
bration, and quieter
moments of prayer tucked
between the festivities.



