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Absorbing unqualified pvt
school teachers will ruin
students: Supreme Court

New Delhi, Agency:
Supreme Court Tuesday

disapproved Assam's
Congress-era law  that
allowed a large number of
teachers engaged in private
schools and charitable edu-
cational institutions to be
appointed/absorbed in govt
employment and barred the
present govt from appoint-
ing or absorbing any person
as a teacher in a school or
college if he/she did not
have requisite qualifica-

tions. Senior advocate
Ranjit Kumar, appearing
for petitioner Rajesh

Chauhan, told a bench of
CIJI Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana that teachers
engaged on an ad hoc basis
in private schools were get-
ting absorbed as teachers in
govt service in utter disre-
gard of prescribed educa-
tional qualifications.

Sri Lanka a close
friend, India stands by
it: Rajnath Singh

New Delhi, Agency:
Defence minister Rajnath
Singh said in Colombo
Tuesday that India and Sri
Lanka are close friends and
India will always stand
firmly with Sri Lanka
whenever the island nation
faces a crisis.

Singh, who is on a three-
day visit to Sri Lanka, has
become the first Indian
defence minister to visit the
island nation for defence-
level talks after nearly 40
years. KC Pant was the
defence minister to visit the
island for such talks in
1988. "The relationship
between India and Sri
Lanka is based on shared
history, culture, and faith.
We stand with Sri Lanka
through thick and thin and
are committed to the peace,
prosperity, and development
of both countries," said
Singh as he began his visit
with an interaction with the
Indian diaspora.

Delhi HC raps Centre for
outing survivor's name in
1ts POSH handbook

New Delhi, Agency:
Delhi HC rapped Centre for
naming a workplace sexual
harassment survivor in a
handbook it published on
preventing such harassment
and dealing with complaints.

"How is the name of the
victim disclosed in this?
How can you do that? You
are the govt of India. You
yourself are publishing
(handbooks) revealing the
name of the victim and you
are circulating it. It is on
your official website,"
Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma said, listing the mat-
ter for the next hearing on
Wednesday.

Prevention of Sexual
Harassment (POSH) hand-
book was published by
Ministry of Women and
Child Development. Law
prohibits revealing the iden-
tity of the survivor of a sex-
ual offence, and doing so is a
punishable offence.

Audit flags financial irregularities at MGCUB,

guestions over expenditure and procurement

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: Serious
questions have emerged over
financial and procurement

practices at Mahatma Gandhi
Central University (MGCUB),
Motihari, after an audit report
flagged irregular expenditure,
alleged excess payments and
shortcomings in documentation
and tender procedures.

The findings raise questions

not only over the officials
who processed individual
payments but also over the

university administration and the
effectiveness of financial controls

%86.42 lakh repair expenditure under audit lens;
X24.11 lakh convocation spending and seminar
payments raise questions over financial controls at
Mahatma Gandhi Central University

under Vice-Chancellor
Kumar.

The audit has flagged around
86.42 lakh in expenditure on
repair and maintenance works,
besides an alleged excess payment
of 3.35 lakh. It has questioned
whether similar works were split
into smaller contracts to keep them
below the threshold requiring open
competitive tendering.

In another tender,

Sanjay

two of

three participating agencies were
reportedly declared technically
disqualified, leaving a single
technically qualified bidder. The
audit observed that awarding
the work in such circumstances
undermined competitive bidding.
It has also specifically pointed
to an alleged 3.31 lakh excess
payment arising from a mismatch
between quantity-rate calculations
and the amount actually paid.

More significantly, the audit
reportedly found work orders,
agreements, completion certificates
and, in some cases, Measurement
Book entries and satisfaction
certificates missing from records.

Adani Airports to Raise $1 Billion from

Global Investor Consortium

Ahmedabad :

Adani

Questions have also been
raised over the university's second
convocation, where 19.22 lakh
was reportedly paid through direct
work orders without following the
prescribed tender process, while
another 4.89 lakh was spent on
a Work
Order and without procurement
through GeM, bringing the
questioned expenditure to 24.11
lakh.

The audit further questioned
58.45 lakh spent on 10 seminars,
workshops  and  conferences
during March 2024, saying an
integrated plan was not prepared.
Refreshment payments of 9.73

refreshments  without

lakh were also flagged for
discrepancies in rates, quantities
and supporting documentation.

Particularly striking is the
Educational Studies conference,
where the audit records only about
46 participants and guests, while
1.365 lakh was reportedly paid for
refreshments for 260 persons.

The findings put the university
administration under scrutiny.

Will Vice-Chancellor Sanjay
Kumar order a comprehensive
review, fix responsibility wherever
lapses are established, recover
any excess payment and make the
relevant expenditure files available
for public scrutiny ?

BJP demands Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann's resignation
s suicide

over farmer'

Airport Holdings

consortium of

Alpha Wave Global,

Inter-district dacoity gang |ll|8tﬂ

Limited
(AAHL), a subsidiary of Adani
Enterprises Limited (AEL) and
one of India's largest private
airport operators, has entered
into binding agreements to
raise 79,825 crore, or approxi-
mately $1 billion, through a pri-
mary equity investment from a
prominent
domestic and global investors.
The consortium comprises
Premji
Invest, Temasek and funds
managed by BlackRock. The
proposed transaction values
AAHL at a pre-money equity

Under

Police crack five-case dacoity
network rooted in Sitamarhi; gang
leader with 10-case criminal history
held, 15.5 lakh and arms recovered

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: In a major
breakthrough against an inter-
district dacoity network, East
Champaran police have busted
the dreaded Mansoori dacoit
gang, arrested four accused and
recovered 15.50 lakh in cash,
a pistol, four live cartridges,
2.107 kg of charas and other
articles. The gang, police said,
had its roots in Sitamarhi's
Bathnaha and included
criminals with links to Nepal.

The operation is being seen

No rooms, Rs 2.3 lakh a night: BRICS
Summit sends Delhi hotel rates soaring

n

New Delhi, Agency: As
India prepares to host the 18th
BRICS Leaders' Summit, luxury
hotels in the national capital are
facing a sharp squeeze in room
availability, with tariffs at some
marquee properties climbing
beyond Rs 2 lakh a night ahead
of the September 12-13 gather-
ing. The summit, which brings
leaders of the expanded BRICS
grouping to Delhi and marks
two decades since the bloc's
founding, is driving concentrat-
ed demand for high-end accom-
modation, with several premium
hotels showing limited or no
availability and others quoting
rates of more than Rs 2 lakh per
night, according to news agency

media.

Booking checks showed no
room availability at Taj Mahal
and The Oberoi in New Delhi
for September 11-12, while Taj
Palace had no rooms available
for September 10-12. The Leela
Palace, New Delhi, was also not
accepting bookings for stays
between September 10 and 12.

At ITC Maurya, New Delhi,
rooms available for September
10-13 were commanding tariffs
starting at more than Rs 2.3 lakh
a night. The surge comes as del-

as the result of a painstaking
investigation conducted for
several months by a Special
Investigation Team led by
Sikrahna DSP Abhishek Kumar

under the supervision of
Motihari SP Swarn Prabhat.
The probe did not stop

at identifying the immediate
perpetrators but went deep
into the network to trace
and apprehend each alleged
member involved in the five
dacoity cases.

The alleged gang leader,
Mohammad Safiq Mansoori

Kachru, president,

Chairman - South

infrastructure.

tourism targets.

according to media.

Valuatlon of around $18 billion
and is among the largest pri-
mary equity investments by
financial institutions in India's
airport infrastructure sector.

the
Subscription Agreement and
Shareholders' Agreement, the

egates and other visitors are
expected to arrive in the capital
ahead of the two-day summit
and extend their stays, putting
pressure on room inventory, par-
ticularly in central Delhi. K B
Hotel
Association of India (HAI) and

Radisson Hotel Group, said the
summit was highlighting the
pressure on India's hospitality
"India is com-
manding global attention at a
defining moment -- as the nation
prepares to host marquee inter-
national events and cements its
position as a premier MICE des-
tination, the world is watching
how we scale to meet our
"The BRICS
Summit alone will put consider-
able focus on room inventory
and that spotlight is exposing a
hard truth: our hospitality infra-
structure has not kept pace with
our tourism ambition,”" he said,
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Bathnaha in Sitamarhi, has a

Bunty, a

formidable criminal record.
Police records list 10 cases
against him, including dacoity,
robbery, theft and cases
under the Arms and NDPS
Acts. His alleged involvement

investors will subscribe to new
AAHL equity shares in three
tranches. The final tranche is
expected to be completed by
July 2027. Once all three
tranches are completed, the
investors will collectively hold
approximately 5.54

New Delhi, Agency: BJP
alleged Tuesday that AAP
was like a "thug gang" and
demanded the resignation of
CM Bhagwant Mann after a
man died by suicide, alleged-
ly following pressure from
AAP functionaries to apolo-
gise for questioning minister
Harpal Singh Cheema over
the drug menace in his vil-
lage.

BJP played a video of
Gulzar Singh, a man belong-
ing to a Scheduled Caste who
consumed pesticide, narrating
the incident and the pressure
brought to bear on him after

he raised the drug issue dur-
ing an event attended by
Cheema. Singh said his son
was addicted to drugs. "After
the minister left, an AAP neta,
who is the sarpanch of the vil-
lage, visited Gulzar Singh's
home and asked him to apol-
ogise to the minister for his
remarks," BJP spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia said.

spans Sitamarhi as well as
recent dacoity cases in East
Champaran.

The first incident in the
present series occurred on April
13, while the latest dacoity
was reported at Madhia Mohan
village under Dhaka police

station on August 30.

To avoid police surveillance,
the gang allegedly maintained
strict operational discipline,
members neither used mobile
phones nor travelled in
vehicles. They came by train,
took e-rickshaws up to nearby

ai III EﬂSt l:llamnaran four held

areas and then walked through
fields and rural stretches to
reach their targets.

Police said interrogation
revealed that the gang had
committed  five  dacoities.
Part of the looted money was
allegedly wused to purchase
an R15 motorcycle, while an
agreement had also been made
for land worth around 30 lakh.

The operation involved
police teams from Sikrahna,
Dhaka, Kundwa Chainpur,
Chiraiya and Ghodasahan,
along with the DIU. The team
will receive a 30,000 reward
for its exemplary work.

Notably, the crackdown
highlights SP Swarn Prabhat’s
strategy of striking at the roots
of organised crime a frontline
offenders.

for all of 2025.

Srinagar, Agency: Ladakh has
recorded a sharp rise in tourist
arrivals this year, with 4,05,085
visiting the Union Territory in the
first eight months of 2026, exceed-
ing the 3,35,872 tourists recorded
"In just eight
months of 2026, the total tourist
footfall has exceeded by 20.6%

recorded

from the total tourist arrivals
in 2025," a

Ladakh's tourist footfall continues rising; August sees most foreign visitors
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Aug

10,075

higher
tourists

govt

spokesperson said.

eign tourist footfall recorded in
any month so far this year, with

Ladakh.

spokesperson said.

2026 saw the highest for-

foreigners travelling to
"This is also considerably
than the 8,148 foreign
recorded in Aug 2025," the

Asia,

Military

earlier this week.

New Delhi, Agency:
India and China have held
their first Senior Highest
Commander-
Level Flag Meeting in the
Arunachal Pradesh sector,
with talks taking place on
both sides of the frontier

The meeting followed

INDA-CHINA

ROCK OF

—

understandings reached Control (LAC) and gradu- reached during the
during  the  Special ally improve bilateral ties. Special Representatives
Representatives dialogue MEA spokesperson talks in August 2025 and
between National Randhir Jaiswal said the August 2026, along with
Security Advisor (NSA) meeting was held at subsequent discussions
Ajit Doval and Chinese Wacha on the Indian side under the  Working
foreign minister Wang Yi. on September 6 and at Mechanism for
The talks are part of Damai on the Chinese Consultation and
efforts by the two coun- side on September 7. Coordination.

tries to maintain peace Jaiswal said the meet- "Pursuant to  the
along the Line of Actual ing followed agreements understandings reached

- mE .

India, China hold first high-level military flag
talks in Arunachal amid LAC tensions

between the Special
Representatives of India
and China in August 2025
and August 2026, and
subsequent discussions at
the Working Mechanism
for Consultation and
Coordination meetings
held in Beijing and New
Delhi in May and August
2026 respectively, the
first Senior Highest
Military ~ Commander-
Level Flag Meeting was
held at Wacha on the
Indian side in Arunachal
Pradesh on September 6
and Damai on the Chinese
side on September 7,"
Jaiswal said at his weekly
media briefing.



