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UP in SC: Magistrate
who sent notice to stu-
dent suspended

New Delhi, Agency:
UP govt informed Supreme
Court Thursday that it has
suspended the executive
magistrate who issued a
peace bond notice to a sec-
ond-year law student in
Noida for participating in
the NEET-UG paper leak
student protest and clarified
that the district magistrate
had no role in the offending
action.

This information was
given by solicitor general
Tushar Mehta when a coun-
sel mentioned that the law
student has filed a petition
challenging the action of
the executive magistrate
despite clear orders from
SC on Sept 1 quashing all
FIRs, banning fresh FIRs
and taking any coercive
step against students.

The counsel said that a
message must go to IAS
and IPS officers on how to
comply with SC orders.
When the counsel repeated-
ly referred to the district
magistrate, Mehta said: "It
was some other officer,
who has been suspended by
govt. Let us not sensation-
alise the incident."

Retro looks, current
jibes: Netas give '80s
a new spin

New Delhi, Agency
The 80s called, I answered,"
quipped agriculture minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan as
he posted on X a picture of
him from that era. Congress
Kerala posted an invented
Gujarat street scene; BJP
Telangana replied with a
fabricated bar scene tagged
"Lusiana, Italy", apparently
alluding to Sonia Gandhi's
birthplace.The '80s came
calling, and India's politi-
cians answered with avia-
tors, old albums and a little
swagger. Then  party
accounts joined the nostal-
gia trip, remembering to
pack a few jibes for the
other side.

Union commerce minis-
ter Piyush Goyal shared an
Al portrait of himself in a
suit and aviators, saying:
"Vibing to the 80s trend".
Union ports, shipping and
waterways minister
Sarbananda Sonowal wrote:
"80s vibes: Styles fade, but
the appeal is forever!" A
line fit for a campaign, vin-
tage or otherwise.

Assam CM Himanta
Biswa Sarma chimed in:
"Back to the 80s eh!"
Telangana CM Revanth
Reddy appeared beside a
motorbike in his post. For a
while, the competition
seemed to be over who
wore the decade best.

Others let their albums
do the talking. Congress
neta Renuka Chowdhury
offered a reality check:
"Me? I've got receipts." She
shared what she de-scribed
as an '80s Savvy magazine
cover featuring herself.

Union minister Kiren
Rijiju followed his Al
makeover with a throwback
he said needed neither Al
nor ChatGPT. Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor posted pic-
tures with his sons, Ishaan
and Kanishk. "I thought I'd
join the trend the old-fash-
ioned way," he wrote, a real
photograph a boast of its
own amid the trend built on
imagining the past.

Bhotilanguage push: Ladakh delegation
submits resolution to chief secretary

Ladakh, Agency: A delega-
tion led by former MP Jamyang
Tsering Namgyal met Ladakh
chief secretary Ashish Kundra on
Wednesday and submitted a joint
resolution-cum-memorandum
seeking the preservation, promo-
tion and institutional develop-
ment of Bhoti language and liter-
ature. The delegation also raised
issues related to mother tongue
and language options in the ongo-
ing Census process.

The memorandum sought sev-
eral measures to strengthen Bhoti
language education and its insti-
tutional ecosystem, including the
creation and filling of adequate
Bhoti TGT and PGT posts in
schools, strengthening the Ladakh

FIR registered against Azam Khan, four
others over HaJ J land 1rregular1t1es

Academy of Arts,

Languages and filling vacant

Culture and posts, and setting up a UT-level
Bhoti Language Development

Board or Authority. It also called
for a comprehensive Ladakh lan-
guage policy in line with the
objectives of NEP 2020 and
regional branches of the Ladakh
Academy under the LAHDCs.
The resolution was unani-
mously adopted following delib-
erations at a two-day national
seminar on "The History of the
Bhoti Language and its Role in
the Preservation and Promotion
of Himalayan Buddhist Culture"
held at the Central Institute of
Buddhist Studies (CIBS), Leh.
The delegation included represen-
tatives from academic, cultural
and social organisations, includ-
ing Dr Sonam Wangchuk of the
Ladakh Cultural Forum, Dr

Urgen Dadul of the Ladakh
Buddhist Association and Dr
Sonam Paldan of the Culture and
Language Welfare Society.

During the meeting, the dele-
gation said Bhoti was not only a
language of communication but
also an important vehicle for pre-
serving Ladakh's literary heritage,
cultural identity and Himalayan
Buddhist traditions. It urged the
UT administration to adopt a
long-term institutional framework
for its preservation and wider use
in education and public life.
Kundra gave a positive response
and assured the delegation that
necessary steps would be taken at
the earliest regarding the Census
language issue.

IRCTC case: Laundering
charges framed against Lalu

New Delhi, Agency: An FIR has
been registered against five people,
including Samajwadi Party leader
Azam Khan, over alleged irregular-
ities in the use of Hajj Committee
land.

The FIR has been registered
under charges of fraud, criminal
conspiracy and provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

The Vigilance Department has
named former Hajj Committee
chairman Azam Khan and two for-
mer secretaries in its probe into the
alleged irregularities.

The proprietor of Amish
Developers and two others have
also been named as accused in the
case. The allegations state that reg-
ulations were bypassed during the

land sale to benefit a private firm.
A Vigilance Department probe
found that the alleged irregularities
caused a revenue loss of Rs
2,08,95,000 to the Hajj Committee.
Khan, a prominent Samajwadi
Party leader from Rampur, was first
jailed in February 2020 after surren-
dering in a forgery case. He was
later shifted to Sitapur jail, while his

wife and son, who were also booked
in cases, were released earlier.

According to police records,
Khan has been named as an accused
in 111 criminal cases, including
those related to forgery and land
encroachment. Final reports have
been filed in seven cases, one case
resulted in his discharge, and nine
were withdrawn by the Samajwadi
Party government. He was convict-
ed in six cases but has since secured
bail in all of them. The remaining
cases are still under trial. One of the
prominent cases against Khan is the
Quality Bar land case, in which he
was accused of misusing his posi-
tion as cabinet minister in 2013 to
facilitate the allotment of land to a
family member.

Prasad Yadav, k1n

New Delhi, Agency: A
Delhi court Thursday framed
charges against RJD chief
Lalu Prasad, wife Rabri Devi,
their son, Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav, and six others in a
money laundering case linked
to the alleged IRCTC hotel
scam, report Koushiki Saha
& Jai Narain Pandey. The
case dates to Lalu's tenure as
railway minister in the UPA
govt (2004-09).

Special judge Vishal
Gogne of Rouse Avenue
Court observed that tenders
for leasing two IRCTC hotels
at Ranchi and Puri were

manipulated by railway offi-
cials under the "stewardship"
of Lalu as he framed the

charges under PMLA. The
others against whom charges
were framed included M/s
Lara Projects, former RJID
Union minister Premchand
Gupta and and his wife, Sarla.

India's investment in innovation lOW, we Global cllmate record August thls year

need to develop our own engine for com-
bat aircraft: Ex-DRDO head Saraswat

joint-warmest month with July '23

New Delhi, Agency:

Agreement
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glacier melt, sea-level

New Delhi, Agency: Former
DRDO head and NITI Aayog
member Vijay Kumar Saraswat
said on Thursday that India's
investment in innovation and
research is very low as compared
to developed countries and the
govt needed to invest more on
that front.

Speaking at AEDEX + AIR-
PORT Expo 2026 in Delhi,
Saraswat, "We need to invest
more in innovation and research,
allow more transfer of technolo-
gies from DRDO to the Indian
private sector for bulk production
of critical weapons, key govt
organisations should do hand-
holding of the private sector, and
govt defence organisations
should open their facilities to pri-
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vate sector for testing their
weapons for accelerating the pro-
duction of critical systems and
subsystems needed for develop-
ing combat aircraft like AMCA."

India spends roughly 0.8% of
its GDP on research and develop-
ment, which falls short compared
to major economies. Developed
nations like the US, South Korea,
and Israel allocate between 2.7%

Aug 2026 was the joint-
warmest month ever
recorded globally across
all calendar months, on a
par with July 2023, said
Copernicus Climate
Change Service (C3S)
of the European Union's
space programme on
Thursday.

It noted that this Aug
was 1.65° Celsius above
the estimated pre-indus-
trial (1850-1900) base-
line, marking the first
month  above  1.5°
Celsius since Nov 2025,
and the period from June
to Aug 2026 was the

and 5%
R&D.

Checks on e-commerce plat-
forms from October: FSSAI

New Delhi, Agency: Having
secured nearly 2,000 convic-
tions in food safety cases across
the country, Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) is now stepping up
enforcement, including holding
e-commerce platforms respon-
sible for products sold through
them and proposing stricter
action against high-fat, sugar
and salt (HFSS) foods near
schools, its CEO Rajit Punhani
said Thursday.

FSSAI will begin checks on
e-commerce platforms from
next month. Platforms will have
to carry out due diligence and
ensure that products listed on
them comply with food safety
regulations.

"We are holding e-com-
merce platforms responsible.
They cannot take this plea that
they are just aggregators, they
are just platforms. It is your
responsibility, your due dili-
gence," Punhani said. FSSAI
has already held consultations
with e-commerce companies.
Punhani identified e-commerce
and labelling as two major con-
sumer-focused reforms expect-
ed over the next year.

The regulator has also pro-

posed restricting the sale of
HFSS food within 50 metres of
schools to protect children from
unhealthy food. Punhani said
the earlier challenge was the
absence of a clear definition of
HFSS food. The Indian Council
of Medical Research-National
Institute of Nutrition, a govt
nutrition research institute, has
now provided criteria that
FSSAI plans to wuse. On
enforcement, Punhani said
FSSAI had suspended licences,
closed establishments and
launched prosecutions. Around
600 people had been arrested in
criminal cases involving unsafe
food in the previous six months,
he said. He cited around 1,900
convictions and 33,000 notices
issued across India for food
safety violations, including
adulteration, mislabelling and
substandard food. FSSAI is also
tightening rules on food claims
and marketing.

of their GDP toward

joint-warmest  three-
month period on record
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globally, on a par with
2024. "Aug 2026 was a
remarkable month in the
global climate record. It
was both the warmest
Aug and the warmest
month ever recorded,"”
said Samantha Burgess,
strategic lead for climate
at European Centre for
Medium-Range Weather
Forecasts. Though the
global average tempera-
ture rise in the month
breached the limit of
1.5°C, it technically did
not cross the Paris

which actually refers to
long-term temperature
increase over decades,
not over one to five
years.

Under the Paris
Agreement, countries
agreed to keep long-
term global average sur-
face temperature well
below 2°C above pre-
industrial levels and pur-
sue efforts to limit it to
1.5°C by end of century.

Nevertheless, the rise
in temperatures to this
level in Aug is a stark
warning that the world is
getting warmer, with its
consequences of
extreme weather events,

rise and uneven distribu-
tion of rainfall over a
short period of time
being visible across the
globe. "Until humanity
stops burning colossal
amount of coal, oil and
gas, the pollution this
causes will keep baking
our planet, and extreme
heat will keep smashing
all-time records, killing
millions and costing tril-
lions, hitting transport
and health systems, and
pushing up prices for
household basics like
food," said UN Climate
Change executive secre-
tary Simon Stiell in his
response to the report.

IndiGo Lucknow-Dammam flight makes emergency
landing in Ahmedabad after hoax bomb threat

New Delhi, Agency:
An IndiGo flight from |
Lucknow to Dammam
made
landing at Ahmedabad
airport on Thursday after
a bomb threat was

The

. covered after a crew
member found the word
reported 'Bomb' written on a piece of paper

onboard, news agency
28 Media reported quoting
"% Ahmedabad Police .

threat was dis-

inside the aircraft.

There were 107 passengers and
six crew members onboard the
Lucknow-Dammam 6E 97 flight.
All passengers and crew members
were safe at Terminal 2 of the air-
port, police said.

Need social media firewalls, safeguards
for minors: Supreme Court

New Delhi, Agency: [ =

With minors' access to
social media platforms
banned in many countries,
Supreme Court Thursday
took the first step in this
regard by seeking govt's
response to a PIL that said
opening a social media
account is akin to signing
a contract - which is

and Justices
Bagchi and V Mohana,
which said there was a
need for safeguards and

firewalls

Joymalya

to  protect

impermissible for a person
below 18 years of age
under Indian law. The plea
by senior advocate H S
Phoolka, on behalf of
NGO Just Rights for
Children Association,
found resonance with a
bench of CJI Surya Kant

L ol

minors. Phoolka said chil-
dren were at present per-
mitted to independently
create and  maintain
accounts on social media
platforms and access digi-
tal platforms "notwith-
standing their statutory
incapacity to enter into a
contract under Section 11

of Indian Contract Act,
1872", and said such con-
tracts are void ab initio.
The NGO said the
absence of an effective
and uniform mechanism
giving practical effect to
such statutory incapacity
in the digital environment
exposed children to "fore-
seeable risks, including
online grooming, sexual
exploitation, trafficking,
behavioural profiling, mis-
use of personal data,
cyberbullying, exposure to
age-inappropriate content
and other harms affecting
their safety, dignity, devel-
opment and well-being".

It requested the court
to direct govt to ensure
that persons below 18
years of age are not per-
mitted to enter into con-
tracts with digital plat-
forms, including social
media, online gaming,
content-sharing, live-
streaming and other user
generated content plat-
forms. It said minors could
be permitted to access
lawful, educational and
age-appropriate  digital
content through accounts
maintained and controlled

by their parents or
guardians, subject to an
appropriate  regulatory
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