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New Delhi, Agency: On a
drenched Saturday evening,
the smell of mogra and
tunes of iconic retro songs

enveloped an audience
gathered for an evening of
spoken-word poetry.
Beginning with the words
of Mirza Ghalib, 'Duniya
ek jism hai, aur Dilli uski
jaan,' an evening of poetry
and storytelling unfolded at
Lok Kala Manch. Poet
Priya Malik, along with
singer-songwriter Tanmay
Maheshwari, brought a
show filled with nostalgia,
humour and love, leaning
into '90s nostalgia, with a
radio on stage and gajre
adorning her hair.

'Language helps bridge
the gap'

Speaking to us after the
90-minute show, Priya talks
about how a blend of lan-
guages helps her reach
today's audience which
may not know much about
poetry.

Delhiman,22,
stabbed 17times
nearschool over
suspected allalr

New Delhi, Agency:A 22-
year-old man was stabbed
17 times and killed after an
altercation with two men
near a school in east Delhi's
Mandawali on Thursday
evening, with police sus-
pecting that the accused
believed the victim was
having an affair with his
sister.

A PCR call about the
stabbing was received at
7:54pm, following which
police reached near Gyan
Vatika School and rushed
the injured man, identified
as Vansh Dedha, to Max
Hospital. He was declared

brought dead. Doctors
found 17 stab injuries on
his body.

Preliminary inquiry

revealed that Dedha had an
altercation with Keshav
Kumar, 22, a resident of
Karawal Nagar, and his
associate. Police suspect
Kumar attacked Dedha
after believing that he was
having an affair with his
sister. Kumar and his asso-
ciate allegedly chased
Dedha and repeatedly
stabbed him with a sharp-
edged weapon near the
school before fleeing the
spot.

President of AllB Zou
Jiayiarrivesin New
Delhito participate
in18th BRICS Summit

e

. L4l

NewDelhl,Agency:
President of the Asian
Infrastructure Investment
Bank (AIIB), Zou Jiayi has
arrived in New Delhi to par-
ticipate in the 18th BRICS
Summit. In a social media
post, External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said that
her visit will strengthen
partnerships to advance sus-
tainable development and
expand opportunities for
emerging economies.

New  Delhi, Agency
University of Delhi (DU) is
set to more than double its
hostel capacity, adding
5,544 seats across the uni-
versity and its colleges,
amid renewed concerns over
the safety and availability of
student accommodation fol-
lowing the Satya Niketan
building tragedy.According
to the DU, the institute cur-
rently has 3,422 hostel seats

versity administration offi-
cials said several hostels are
expected to be completed in
the coming months, while
work on other projects is yet
to begin.

Among the major proj-
ects under construction is a
1,450-seat Institute  of
Eminence hostel at the
Dhaka Complex, which is
nearing completion. A
1,000-seat women's hostel,

at the university level. This
is proposed to rise to 7,344
with the addition of 3,922
seats. Across its colleges,
the existing capacity of
3,788 seats is expected to

the

tel

Delhitogetown SDRFwith1 100 personnel

NewDelhi, Agency:The

increase by another 1,622,
taking it to 5,410. Together,

leges will have 12,754 hos-

university and its col-

seats once the planned

expansion is completed.
The proposed expansion,
however, is largely depend-
ent on projects that are still
under construction. The uni-

Nirbhaya Residential
Accommodation, and a
1,050-seat studio apartment
complex are also being
built.

The university has said

tions.

Gupta directed offi-
cials to share details of
disaster = management
equipment and its stor-
age with the depart-
ments concerned so that
the equipment can be

DUlooks to doubie hostel capacity
lllll new heds years away

its hostel capacity is likely
to more than double over a
four to five-year period. It
also plans to submit propos-
als for several additional
hostel projects to the gov-
ernment.

The push to expand resi-
dential facilities comes at a
time when the safety and
living conditions of students
staying in private accommo-
dation have come under
greater scrutiny after the
Satya Niketan tragedy. The
incident has also brought
renewed attention to the
dependence of students on
privately run hostels and

Agency:

paying guest accommoda-
tion in areas around the uni-
versity.

Against this backdrop,
the DU has told all college
principals to review the res-
idential facilities available
to students and expedite the
completion of  hostels
already under construction.

"In addition to existing
hostels, if any hostel is cur-
rently under construction at
your institution, efforts
should be made to complete
it promptly so that it
becomes available to stu-
dents as soon as possible,"
university said.

Delhitogiveyoung athletesRs 2,000
monthly stipend undernew scheme

New Delhi,
Young athletes training at
Delhi govt sports centres
and stadiums will receive a
monthly assistance of Rs
2,000 under a new grass-

tre or stadium. A maximum
of 100 athletes at a centre
will be covered, though the
limit may be increased to
150 at larger stadiums.

The move expands the

Delhi Government will - - -
set up its own State ‘,, "}1‘1
Disaster Response Force | -l .
(SDRF), comprising a ' =.|I ‘i{:
battalion of around L : ——

1,100 personnel, to ' - 4*
speed up relief and res- — o W
cue operations during s S
disasters, Chief Minister — S
Rekha Gupta said on

Thursday after a high-

level meeting with sen- NDRF officials geographical conditions
ior NDRF officials. briefed the Chief and requirements.

The proposed force
will function under the
Delhi Government and
is expected to provide a
trained local response
during natural and man-
made disasters, reducing
dependence on external
assistance.

Minister on the pro-
posed SDRF and said
the force would receive
specialised training
from the national disas-
ter response agency. The
NDRF will also assist
with specialised equip-
ment based on Delhi's

The government will
additionally provide
specialised training to
Delhi Fire Department

personnel and Civil
Defence volunteers to
improve coordination

among agencies during
rescue and relief opera-

made available immedi-

telv duri roots component of the existing Mukhyamantri
ately during anemer- Mukhyamantri Khel Khel Protsahan Yojana,
gency. Protsahan Yojana, approved under which top-ranked

The Chief Minister
said setting up an SDRF
was a long-standing
requirement for Delhi,
particularly given its
dense population and
status as a metropolitan
city. She said the force

by Delhi Cabinet Thursday.

The new 'Grassroots
Training Support
Assistance' component will
cover athletes in the Under-
14, Under-17, Under-19 and
Under-21 categories.

Under the scheme, assis-

would strengthen the ; .

Capital's capacity for an tance will be provided to up
immediate local | t© 25% of regularly enrolled
response. trainees at each sports cen-

school-level athletes can
receive up to Rs 5 lakh
annually for coaching,
equipment, competitions,
nutrition and other training
requirements.

Elite athletes represent-
ing Delhi and India at the
highest level are eligible for
assistance of up to Rs 20
lakh a year.

‘Grassroot Training Support Assistance'
under Mukhyamantri Khel Protsahan Yojana

New Delhi, Agency:The Delhi
Government has approved the
introduction of a 'Grassroot
Training Support Assistance'
component under the
Mukhyamantri Khel Protsahan
Yojana. Under the new initia-
tive, eligible athletes training
regularly at Delhi government
sports centres and stadiums
will receive financial assis-
tance of two thousand rupees
per month.

The scheme will cover ath-
letes in the Under-14, Under-
17, Under-19 and Under-21
categories. The assistance will
help athletes meet expenses
related to nutrition, local trav-
el, basic sports equipment and
medical needs. Delhi Chief

Minister Rekha Gupta said that
the assistance will help young
athletes continue their training
without interruption and meet
expenses related to nutrition,
local travel, basic sporting
equipment and medical needs.
Delhi's Sports Minister Ashish
Sood said the initiative aims to
ensure that financial difficul-
ties do not force talented
young athletes to give up their
sporting ambitions.

Mitfed HGC fixes deadline for final
property BIIIWGI'SIOII policy

New Delhi, Agency:
Delhi High Court has
taken a dim view of
Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), Union
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA)
and Land &
Development Office
(L&DO) for the delay in
finalising a policy for
converting  properties
from leasehold to free-
hold. It gave the authori-
ties a "last and final
opportunity" to submit
the final policy at least
three days before the
next hearing on Sept 28.

A bench of Justices
Prathiba M Singh and

Vikas Mahajan recently
underlined that "scores
of citizens" cannot be
made to wait indefinitely.

Noting it was "clearly
not satisfied" with the
progress made since its
previous order, the court
took note of the minutes
from a meeting between
the authorities, and said
they showed "no clarity

EX-1AS officer Das is Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission chairman

New Delhi, Agency: Former
IAS officer Subhash Chandra
Lal Das has been appointed
chairman of the Delhi
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC), ending a
more than year-long vacancy at
the city's power regulator.

Das, a 1992-batch AGMUT
cadre officer, has been appoint-
ed by the President under the
Government  of  National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(Amendment) Act, 2023, read
with Section 84(1) of the
Electricity Act, 2003, according
to a notification issued by the
Delhi Government's Power
Department on Wednesday.

In another key appointment,
retired district judge Ajay
Kumar Jain has been named
member (legal) of the DERC,
while Praveen Gupta, member
(thermal) of the Central
Electricity Authority, has been
appointed member (non-legal).

The appointments come
after the DERC had remained
without a full-time chairman
since July 2025, when Justice
Umesh Kumar (retd), the last
chairman of the three-member
commission, retired.

The prolonged vacancy had
affected crucial regulatory

functions, including the annual
fixation of electricity tariffs and

the process of recovering
around Rs 38,500 crore in pend-
ing dues involving the three
power distribution companies
in Delhi.

The appointment of Das also
marks a departure from the
commission's recent practice of
appointing retired High Court
judges to head the power regu-
lator. Officials said the decision
to appoint a retired IAS officer
represents a significant change
in the leadership of the DERC.

In May, L-G Taranjit Singh
Sandhu had constituted a com-
mittee to select the DERC
chairperson and its two mem-
bers. The panel's recommenda-
tions have now paved the way
for the reconstitution of the
commission.
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on any policy whatsoev-
er". HC directed the sec-
retary of MoHUA's capi-
tal development depart-
ment and the DDA vice-
chairman to join the pro-
ceedings during the next
hearing.

The bench was deal-
ing with cases related to
grievances with DDA's
portal for leasehold-to-

freehold property con-
versions, which has been
offline since Feb 2026.
HC clarified that any
new policy would need
to operate prospectively.
Many applications are
pending despite conver-
sion charges having been
collected by DDA as
application processing
remains stalled due to the
portal being down, it
pointed out.

Referring to a previ-
ous order, the court noted
that 1,373 applications
had been pending and
DDA had collected Rs
155.1 crore in conversion
charges.

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi could
soon see a major overhaul of its pub-
lic toilet infrastructure, with the Delhi
Government planning to build 1,000
modern toilet blocks across markets,
crowded areas and other public
places The first phase will see 500
modern toilet blocks being construct-
ed at an estimated cost of Rs 127

crore. The move is aimed at address-
ing the shortage of clean and func-
tional public toilets,

which continues

to cause inconvenience to residents
and visitors across several parts of the

Capital.
The Delhi Tourism and
Transportation Development

Corporation (DTTDC) has started the
process for the first phase and has
already floated a tender for the con-
struction of 500 modern toilet blocks.

‘Don‘threak wall, huilding could coliapse’: Plumber
warned hours IIBIOI'B Satva leetan PG tragedy

New Delhi, Agency:
Hours before the Satya
Niketan building col-
lapsed, a plumber work-
ing at the property had
warned that breaking a
load-bearing wall could
bring down the structure,
but the warning was
allegedly ignored, police
said.

The warning emerged
during the investigation
into the collapse and is
being verified by police.
A police source said the
plumber had cautioned
the accused against break-
ing the wall after noticing
the construction work at
the property.
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"During the investiga-
tion, we found out that
one of the plumbers had
warned the accused hours
before the incident not to
break the wall as it could

lead to a collapse.
However, the warning
was allegedly ignored.
We are verifying the testi-
mony and other details

related to the sequence of
events," the source said.

Sources said the load-
bearing wall was alleged-
ly removed during con-
struction and may have
weakened the structure,
contributing to its col-
lapse.

During questioning,
PG operator Sudhanshu

Lovneesh, 31, allegedly
told investigators that he
had asked Mahesh, the
building owner's son,
about the construction
and why it was being car-
ried out. Police, however,
have so far found nothing
to corroborate his claim.

Investigators are ques-
tioning neighbours and
others in the area to estab-
lish whether they had
noticed the construction
activity or raised concerns
before the collapse. They
are also reconstructing the
sequence of work carried
out at the property and
examining the roles of
those involved.



