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SIA searches Poonch
Udhampur in radicali-
sation probe

Jammu, Agency: Five
locations in Poonch and
Udhampur districts were
searched by Jammu &
Kashmir State Investigation
Agency (SIA) Saturday as
part of an investigation into
the alleged spread of seces-
sionist narratives and radi-
calisation through online
and offline channels,
including social media plat-
forms allegedly operated
from across the border.

An SIA spokesperson
said investigators found
that some individuals were
allegedly in contact with
suspicious persons across
the Line of Control (LoC)
and the border. The raids
were conducted in Mandi
and Surankote areas of
Poonch and Ramnagar area
of Udhampur. The searches
began in the morning and
were underway when
reports last came in. The
spokesperson said more
details would be shared
after the searches conclude.

Brics opposes unilateral
trade steps like EU car-
bon border tax

|
fos summiT

i

New Delhi, Agency:
Brics nations Saturday
opposed unilateral trade
measures such as EU's car-
bon border adjustment
mechanism (CBAM), say-
ing such measures under-
mine efforts by developing
countries aimed at address-
ing the adverse impacts of
climate change. Though
they recognised the need to
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions to meet climate
goals, the grouping's mem-
bers sought to delink any
unilateral punitive action
from achieving a common
goal and pitched for energy
security for all based on a
pragmatic approach where
"fossil fuel", they said, will
still play an important role
in the world's energy mix",
particularly for emerging
markets and developing
economies, in addition to
renewable sources and
nuclear.

CBAM, which entered
its operational regime on
Jan 1, is a tool to put a
price, through imposing a
border tax, on carbon-inten-
sive goods, like iron and
steel, aluminium  and
cement, that are entering
the 27 EU nations.

Though BRICS nations
opposed the proposal from
the time it was conceived,
arguing that the unilateral
move placed an additional
burden on businesses in
developing economies due
to embedded emissions in
their products, they made
their points a part of New
Delhi Declaration calling it
"punitive, discriminatory
and protectionist measures
that are not in line with
international law".

Without any attempt to
dilute their respective
efforts to meet climate
action goals under the Paris
Agreement, the nations
called for greater actions
based on equity and the
UN's principle of common
but differentiated responsi-
bilities and respective capa-
bilities, in light of different
national circumstances.

Tata Sons heads for mandatory public list-
ing as RBIrejects NBFC exit request

New Delhi, Agency: The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
directed Tata Sons, the holding
company of the salt-to-software
conglomerate, to apply for an
immediate stock market listing
after rejecting its application to
surrender its non-banking finance
company (NBFC) licence.

In a letter dated September 11,
2026, the RBI stated that Tata
Sons' request to be excluded from
the unregistered core investment
company (CIC) category had
been denied, effectively requiring
the company to go public.

Sources said the RBI specified
that the group did not meet the
necessary criteria, leading it to
reject the March 2024 application

Congress only viable hope for Punjab, AAP
'fractured’', says new in-charge Sachin Pilot

The

New Delhi, Agency:

ci cH

-

nCll

for deregistration. This makes a
public listing of Tata Sons immi-
nent as it qualifies as an upper
layer NBFC, which must manda-
torily list on the stock exchanges.

The development comes as the
$170 billion Tata Sons is still fac-
ing leadership challenges and a
divided board, which Iled
Chairman N Chandrasekaran to

opt out of reappointment when
his term ends in February next
year. It is a divided house even
among the shareholders, with the
Noel Tata-led Tata Trusts, a string
of non-profits holding over 65 per
cent of Tata Sons, being reluctant
to list, while Shapoorji Pallonji
Group, its largest private share-
holder with around 18 per cent
holding, is publicly pushing for
the group to list.

According to experts, a listing
will compel the group to be more
transparent about all its affairs,
including capital allocation, and
investor pressure will lead to
demands for financial returns,
making long-term bets difficult.

As per news reports, the issue

in the next few days.

of listing the business was also
among the reasons which led
Noel Tata to vote against the reap-
pointment of Chandrasekaran.
The half-brother of Ratan Tata,
who chairs Tata Trusts and is a
member of the Tata Sons board,
wanted a commitment from
Chandrasekaran to ensure that
Tata Sons is not forced to list,
while the latter is learnt to have
opined that the outcome of a reg-
ulatory or legal matter cannot be
ascertained.

Other issues flagged by Noel
Tata included the losses being
incurred by group's other busi-
nesses including the Tata Digital
and Air India, which were either
launched or acquired during

New

Delhi, Agency

Chandrasekaran's nearly decade-
long stint at the helm.

The RBI had come out with a
list of 15 entities, classifying
them as Upper Layer NBFCs and
mandating them to list by October
2025. Earlier this year, it had
expanded the list to include gov-
ernment-run NBFCs as well and
also announced that any NBFC
with over Rs 1 lakh crore of assets
will automatically qualify as an
upper-layer NBFC.

However, a decision on Tata
Sons' plea to surrender its core
investment company NBFC
license was kept pending, and the
RBI brass repeatedly parried a
clear answer regarding the hold-
ing company's listing.

Summit success gives BJP a
boost in domestic

politics

TP
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Congress is the only viable alterna-
tive for the people of Punjab, hav-
ing historically delivered for the
border state through decades,
party's newly appointed general
secretary Sachin Pilot said on
Saturday.

Speaking to The Tribune days
after replacing Bhupesh Baghel in
the hot seat, Pilot framed the
upcoming Assembly elections as a
direct contest between the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party and Congress,
saying a multi-cornered contest in
2027 won't impact voting patterns.

"People realise they don't have
to waste their vote. They will only
vote for those they trust. The
Congress remains the only viable

hope for the people of Punjab.
Whether it was Sardar Beant Singh
with his contribution to fighting ter-
rorism, the Green Revolution or the
White Revolution, Congress gov-
ernments have made a mark in the
lives of the people of Punjab. It's
time to bring back that narrative,"
said Pilot ahead of his Punjab visit

Pilot downplayed intense fac-
tionalism in the state unit ahead of
Baghel's replacement and insisted
that the Congress was united in
Punjab, and that it was AAP that
was fractured. "The word fracture
(in the context of the Punjab
Congress) is a bit of an exaggera-
tion. Sometimes in large parties like
ours, there can be differences of
opinion on approach to issues. But I
won't call it a faction or a fracture.
We still stand united. The ones that
are fractured are the Aam Aadmi
Party," he said, referring to a string
of resignations by AAP founders
and recently the merger of seven
AAP MPs (including six from
Punjab) with the BJP.

India's success against the
odds in bringing Brics coun-
tries with incongruent, even
conflicting, outlooks on key
global issues of contention,
such as the West Asia conflict,
to throw their weight behind a
joint declaration comes as a
timely domestic boost for BJP
when its rivals are sensing
some vulnerability in its oth-
erwise dominant political
position.

Foreign policy has been a
major component of BIP's
arsenal in scoring political
points over its rivals, especial-
ly Congress, as it has project-
ed a rising global profile of an

assertive India under PM
Narendra Modi's leadership,
in contrast to the country's
"meek" response to chal-
lenges from external security
to trade in the pre-2014 peri-
od. Modi hailed the New
Delhi Declaration, adopted
unanimously at Brics, saying
confidence of the bloc is
wider in reach and stronger in

purpose.

Rajnath: Modi blunted oppn's 'false
narrative' with governance

New Delhi, Agency: PM
Modi has blended good gover-
nance with participatory democra-
cy to render the opposition's "false
narrative" and anti-incumbency
factor irrelevant, defence minister
Rajnath Singh said Saturday, vir-
tually kick-starting BJP's cam-
paign to mark its pre-eminent
leader's 25-year unbroken run as
head of govt.

"Those building false narrative
against Modi cannot understand
what they should do. Sometimes
they incite students, sometimes
they try to divide society in the
name of caste," he said in an
apparent swipe at leader of oppo-
sition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi. He said that when people
see their lives changed by welfare
schemes for farmers, housing and

In denouncement of
hits out at unilateral

New Delhi, Agency: Brics
slammed the unilateral sanctions
and tariff and non-tariff measures
initiated by countries, arguing
that they distorted trade and were
inconsistent with global trade
rules - a statement that was seen
to be aimed at US, which under
Donald Trump has resorted to
raising import duties.

While Trump's tariff actions,
including the reciprocal tariffs
invoking emergency powers,
which were declared illegal by
the US Supreme Court, are not in
line with the WTO regime, few
countries have so far raised a dis-
pute. In any case, WTO dispute
settlement mechanism is defunct
as US has blocked all appoint-
ments, and Brics called for its
restoration. The New Delhi
Declaration is among the most
vocal denouncement of Trump's
go-to instrument to get countries
to the negotiating table. Even
now, US has put in place 10-
12.5% tariff on over 50 nations
using section 301 powers.

Similarly, the concern over
"unilateral sanctions and second-
ary sanctions" came amid US
threat to target countries that
bought oil from countries such as
Russia, Iran or Venezuela, until
recently. India had to deal with

o
health, then no narrative works.
"Kaam bolta hai (work speaks).
Modi has left factors like astro-
turfing and anti-incumbency
behind," he said at the event
organised by Rambhau Mhalgi
Prabodhini, a research and leader-
ship-training institute with links to
BIJP.

Rajnath said Modi, since his
days as Gujarat CM, pioneered a
model of governance that focused
on a participatory model of
democracy and scaled it national-
ly as PM.

Three years before 9/11, CIA warned Clinton
that Bin Laden wanted to strike India;

New Delhi,
Agency: India was
already on Osama bin
Laden's list of potential
targets three years
before the September
11 attacks. A newly
declassified CIA warn-
ing from 1998 shows
that the Al Qaida
founder intended to
conduct attacks in the
country. A CIA
President's Daily Brief
to Bill Clinton dated
August 28, 1998, said
Bin Laden had sur-
vived US missile
strikes in Afghanistan
and retained a network

of individuals and
allied groups across at
least 60 countries that

could be used to mount
attacks.
The assessment

specifically listed India
and Pakistan, along
with Egypt, the
Arabian Peninsula -
particularly  Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia and
Yemen - Uganda and
possibly Nigeria, as
countries where Bin

Laden intended to con-
duct attacks.

Bin Laden also
viewed India as part of
what he described as a
"Crusader-Zionist-
Hindu" conspiracy
against the Islamic
world, reflecting the
ideological lens
through  which he
framed India and its
relationship with the
US and Israel.

The CIA said Bin
Laden was also consid-
ering further attacks
against the US and UK,
although he had not
indicated precise tar-

gets or timing. The
assessment came
weeks after the August
1998 bombings of US
embassies in Kenya
and Tanzania, which
killed more than 200
people and brought Bin
Laden's organisation
firmly into the sights of
US counterterrorism
agencies. The newly
released document said
Bin Laden's infrastruc-
ture in North America,
Europe and East Asia
also lent credibility to
reports that he could
target US interests in
those regions.

western bloc, Brics
sanctions and tariff

50% additional American tariff,

Gangster's extradition from Moldova shows Mann

government's resolve: Punjab minister

including 25% "secondary tar-
iffs" for purchasing Russian
crude. Tariffs and sanctions were
two issues on which all member
nations openly hit out at the
western bloc. Besides, the bloc,
which accounts for a quarter of
global trade, also hit out at pro-
tectionism due to environmental
concerns, something that the
European Union has chosen to
do. "The proliferation of trade-
restrictive actions that are incon-
sistent with WTO rules, whether
in the form of indiscriminate
raising of tariffs and non-tariff
measures, or protectionism under
the guise of environmental
objectives, threatens to further
reduce global trade, disrupt glob-
al supply chains, and introduce
uncertainty into international
economic and trade activities,
potentially exacerbating existing
economic disparities and nega-
tively affecting prospects for
global economic development,"
the declaration said.

It also backed further dis-
cussions to facilitate "practical
solutions" for cross-border pay-
ments among Brics countries,
"which are fast, low-cost, more
accessible, efficient, transpar-
ent, and safe".

Chandigarah, Agency: AAP
leader and Punjab minister Aman
Arora on Saturday said the first-
ever extradition of a gangster from
Europe marks the Bhagwant Mann
government's uncompromising
stand against gangsterism.

His statement came as the

Punjab Police secured the extradi-
tion of a key operative of the Jaggu
Bhagwanpuria gang from the
Republic of Moldova.

Amritpal Singh, alias Amrit
Dalam, wanted in multiple cases of
murder, attempt to murder, and the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)

Act (UAPA), was extradited from
Moldova. While the previous
Akali-BJP and Congress govern-
ments "allowed" gangsterism to
flourish, the AAP government pur-
sued such fugitives across borders
and ensured they are brought back
to face the law, he further said.

India to get another major DRDO
missile testing range in Bengal

New Delhi, Agency:
In a boost for the coun-
try's defence testing capa-
bilities, India will get
another weapon and mis-
sile testing range in
Bengal's Junput coastal
village in Purba
Medinipur district.

In April 2024, DRDO
had proposed a testing
range along the Purba
Medinipur coast to com-
plement its integrated
testing range in Odisha's
Chandipur. However, the
then TMC govt had not
given land for it. During
an event Friday, CM
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Suvendu Adhikari
revealed that DRDO had
sent a letter for the project
but the then TMC govt at
the helm did not respond.
"I have okayed it. This
will be a big project for
West Bengal's develop-
ment," he said. A source
in DRDO also confirmed
to Media that the missile

testing project is coming
up in Bengal.

The proposed testing
range in Junput will be
the third major hub for
DRDO after the
Chandipur sites and the
proposed testing centre in
Andhra. India has one
missile testing facility,
known as the Integrated
Test Range, which oper-
ates across two launch
complexes in Odisha:
Launch Complex-IIT at
Chandipur-on-Sea and
Launch Complex-1V, off
Odisha coast.

While Launch

Complex-III is used pri-
marily for testing short-
range tactical missiles,
surface-to-air systems and
multi-barrel rocket
launchers like the Akash
and Pinaka, Launch
Complex-1V is designated
for long-range strategic
weapon trials, including
Agni ballistic missile
series and K-series sub-
marine-launched missiles.

The Chandipur testing
facility provides a secure
coastal location with a
wide, unobstructed east-
ward trajectory over the
Bay of Bengal.



