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BRIFF NEWS

ED arrests ex-OSD of
Baghel for role in
Chhattisgarh job scam

New Delhi, Agency:

Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Monday said it has
arrested former
Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel's former OSD
Chetan Borghariya, who is
presently additional collec-
tor of Balrampur-
Ramanujganj, in the case of
illegal appointments of
DSPs and  collectors
through exam paper leaks.

ED, which had earlier
arrested former state public
service commission (PSC)
chief Taman Singh
Sonwani, claimed it has
traced the alleged proceeds
of crime linked to bank
accounts of Borghariya and
other officials.

Borghariya, who was
arrested on Sept 11, has
been remanded in six-day
ED custody by a special
PMLA court in Raipur. The
agency is probing alleged
money laundering relating
to irregularities and manip-
ulation in the CGPSC State
Service Examinations,
2020 and 2021.

"Investigation revealed
that other accused, Utkarsh
Chandrakar, Anil
Chandrakar and Dr Vikash
Chandrakar, allegedly col-
lected illegal gratification
exceeding Rs 3 crore from
various candidates of 2021
CGPSC examination, on
assurance of providing
them question papers in
advance and securing their
selection by using their pur-
ported access and influence
in the then CM's office,"
ED said. The probe further
revealed that the name and
official position of Chetan
Borghariya, who was then
posted as OSD in CM's
office, was allegedly used
in connection with such
assurances.

SC faults Abu
Salem's maths, junks
release plea

RN

New Delhi, Agency:
Supreme Court has ruled
that if a person is convicted
in two cases and sentenced
separately, the period of
imprisonment undergone as
an undertrial can be offset
against only one of the sen-
tences and not both even
when the trial court had
ordered the two sentences
to run concurrently.

The ruling was given by
a bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
while detecting that gang-
ster Abu Salem, who was
extradited from Portugal in
Nov 2005 on a solemn
assurance by Indian govt
that he would not be award-
ed death penalty or a jail
term of more than 25 years,
had computed his undertrial
incarceration period twice
to seek release from jail on
the ground that he has
already spent 25 years in
jail, even though he was
awarded life sentences in
two terror cases in 2015 and
2017. Justice Nath said,
"The fact that sentences
imposed in the two cases
were directed to run con-
currently is of significance.
Sentences granted concur-
rently operate simultane-
ously, hence the same peri-
od of incarceration cannot
be notionally counted twice
for the purpose of deter-
mining completion of the
sentence."

ECL Walkathon Promotes Cleanliness Yoluminous evidence in
and Employee art1c1pat10n

DB Reporter

Asansol : Eastern Coalfields
Limited (ECL) organised a
Walkathon at Pandaveswar Area
on Tuesday to raise awareness
about Special Campaign 6.0 and
encourage employees to actively
participate in cleanliness-related
activities.

The initiative focused on pro-
moting cleanliness, hygiene,
responsible waste management
and collective responsibility among
employees. The Walkathon was led
by Amitava Bhattacharyya, Area
General Manager, Pandaveswar
Area, and saw enthusiastic partici-
pation from heads of departments
and employees.

Addressing the participants,
Bhattacharyya highlighted the
importance of collective efforts in
maintaining clean surroundings
and making cleanliness a regular
practice. He also encouraged
employees to remain actively
involved in activities being organ-
ised under the national campaign.

The event reinforced the mes-
sage of “Swachhata Mein Sahbhag,
Swachh Bharat, Viksit Bharat”,

emphasising that sustained public
and employee participation is
essential to achieving the broader
objectives of the cleanliness cam-
paign.

The Walkathon also served as a
platform to sensitise employees
about proper waste management
and the need to maintain hygiene
across workplaces and surround-
ing areas. Participants were
encouraged to contribute individu-
ally and collectively towards creat-

ing cleaner and more efficient work
environments.

ECL is conducting awareness,
mobilisation and cleanliness drives
under Special Campaign 6.0 across
its operational areas in West
Bengal and Jharkhand. Through
these initiatives, the company aims
to strengthen a culture of cleanli-
ness, efficiency and responsible
participation among its workforce
while contributing to the national
vision of Swachh Bharat.

Adani Foundation Extends Rehef to Flood Hit Families in Pirpainti

DB Reporter

Pirpainti: With several villages
in Bihar’s Pirpainti block affected
by flooding in the Ganga, the Adani
Foundation has launched its
‘Mission Rahat’ flood relief pro-
gramme to support affected fami-
lies. As part of the initiative, teams
of the foundation are visiting flood-
hit villages and distributing essen-
tial relief materials door-to-door.
So far, assistance has reached more
than 2,000 flood-affected families,
who have been provided with tar-

'Serious lapse': Air India CEO summoned
after 3 foreigners 'skip' immigration check

New Delhi, Agency: Centre
has summoned Air India CEO

paulins, torches and fodder for
livestock. The foundation’s teams

New Delhi, Agency

are also conducting regular assess-
ments of the affected areas to iden-
tify families requiring immediate
assistance and ensure timely deliv-
ery of relief materials. The initia-
tive aims to provide immediate
support to people facing difficulties
due to the flood and help them
cope with the challenging situa-
tion. The foundation said its con-
tinued field-level presence is
intended to ensure that assistance
reaches those in need without
delay.

graft cases leading to
long pendency: SC

New Delhi,
Agency: Flagging the
issue of prosecuting
agencies filing volumi-
nous evidence and
naming large number of
witnesses in corruption
cases, Supreme Court
disapproved of the
practice, saying it leads
to protracted hearing
and long pendency.

While acquitting a
person in a 33-year-old
corruption case on the
ground that CBI failed
to prove that he
received pecuniary
advantage, a bench of
Justices J B Pardiwala
and K Vinod Chandran
expressed concern over
the agency naming a
large number of unnec-
essary witnesses to
prove the charge.

The court said volu-
minous documents filed
by CBI are intimidating
even to the court. "We
cannot but notice that in
corruption cases volu-
minous evidence is led,
which is often intimi-
dating to the court,
especially since many
aspects attempted to be
led in evidence are way
off the mark, in provid-
ing a substantiation of
the allegation, or to
bring home the guilt of
the accused public ser-
vant," the bench said.
The case pertains to a
complaint filed by

after three foreign nationals
departed India without undergo-
ing mandatory departure immi-
gration clearance, news agency
Media reported, citing sources.

Sources told Media that the
ministry of civil aviation has
sought an explanation from the
airline after the incident, terming
it a "serious security and immi-
gration-related lapse."

This comes after the civil avi-
ation ministry issued a show-
cause notice to the airline over
alleged procedural lapses that
allowed three Italian passengers
to board a connecting flight from
Delhi without completing immi-
gration formalities earlier this
month. Three Italian nationals fly
into Delhi from Amritsar on

September 4 and then, within an
hour, depart for Munich on a
codeshare Lufthansa flight from
Delhi airport without the manda-
tory immigration check.
According to the ministry, the
incident occurred during Air
India's hub-and-spoke operation
and involved a violation of the
prescribed Standard Operating
Procedure. Amritsar airport is
among the airports where Air
India operates flights under its
'Hub-and-Spoke' model.

The civil aviation min-
istry has issued a show-
cause notice to Air India
over alleged procedural
lapses that allowed three
Italian passengers to

board a connecting flight |

from Delhi without com-
pleting immigration for-
malities earlier this
month. The notice has
been issued to Air India
CEO Campbell Wilson.

The home ministry
has also convened a
meeting of stakeholders
on Tuesday to discuss the
incident, sources told
news agency Media.

The three passengers
flew from Amritsar to

Delhi on September 4

before  boarding a
Lufthansa  flight to
Munich from Delhi air-
port. However, they did
not complete the required
immigration formalities
at the airport, sources
added. Titled "violation
of SOP for hub and
spoke operations result-

Given 10 years for rape, Tarun Tejpal

surrenders as directed by SC

Panji, Agency: Former
Tehelka founder-editor
Tarun Tejpal, sentenced to
10 years' imprisonment by
the Bombay HC last month
for raping a junior colleague

in 2013, surrendered
Monday before a court in
Mapusa, Goa.

Tejpal had appealed against
the order in the SC, which
directed him to surrender within
two weeks.

The high court on Aug 6
overturned Tejpal's 2021 acquit-
tal by a lower court and pro-
nounced him guilty. His advo-
cate sought a lenient sentence
on the grounds that he is a sen-
ior citizen today, aged 62, and
that the case is 13 years old.
Tejpal addressed a division
bench of Justices Neela Gokhale
and Amit Jamsandekar and
claimed he was a "political vic-
tim".

"The appreciation of evi-
dence by the trial court is not
only unreasonable but perverse.
The conclusions arrived at are
untenable and, in the established
facts, the view expressed by it is
not a possible view," the bench
held. "Rather than evaluating
the sterling case, the trial court

resorted to hyper-technicalities"
and "unjustifiably granted the
benefit of doubt to the respon-
dent where none reasonably
existed", it stated.

HC observed that the trial

court "permitted an invasive,
humiliating cross-examination
into the victim's past sexual his-
tory, moral views and personal
WhatsApp messages", despite
statutory provisions prohibiting
such questioning. The bench
held that the lower court wrong-
ly drew adverse inferences from
the absence of visible injuries,
the survivor's inability to access
a 7-year-old email account, her
failure to physically resist in a
particular manner and "her smil-
ing demeanour during subse-
quent work events". Referring
to apology mails sent by Tejpal
to the survivor, HC noted that
the trial court had erred in
observing that there was no
admission of sexual assault.

ing in three foreign
nationals departing India
without mandatory
immigration clearance,"
the show-cause notice
issued to Air India last
Saturday said the three
passengers arrived in
Delhi from Amritsar on
Al 1115 at 12.50 am on
September 4 and subse-

) L
Assam veterinary
department  alleging
that a loss of Rs 5.97
lakh was caused to the
exchequer as payment
was made to a fictitious
firm for medicines
which were never sup-
plied. Seven persons
were chargesheeted, of
whom four were con-
victed and sentenced by
a trial court and three

acquitted.
Three convicts filed
an  appeal  before

Gauhati high court. One
of them, the accountant
who passed the bill,
was acquitted, but the
petitioner, who was
store in charge, and the
other accused, store-
keeper, were convicted
under Section 13(1)(d)
of Prevention of
Corruption Act. The
petitioner then moved
SC. Allowing his
appeal, the bench set
aside his conviction and
noted that the prosecu-
tion in this case had
examined 62 witnesses,
which was of no avail
as the HC referred to
only nine of such wit-
nesses.

3 Italian passengers fly out of Delhi without immi-
gration clearance: What exactly happened

quently departed for
Munich on a codeshare
Lufthansa flight at 1.45
am, within an hour of
their arrival.

Home Secretary
Govind Mohan will chair
a meeting on Tuesday to
discuss the incident. The
secretary and additional
secretary of the civil avi-
ation ministry,
Intelligence Bureau
director, additional secre-
tary (UT and Foreigners)
of the home ministry,
Bureau of Immigration
commissioner, Air India
CEO and Delhi airport
CEO are expected to
attend the meeting, they
added.

Interim EC ruling on 'real TMC' likely on Sept 17

New Delhi, Agency:
interesting situation may be f
in Nandigram and
Rejinagar, with both factions of
TMC, one headed by Mamata
other
Ritabrata Banerjee, naming their
own candidates for the bypolls
while claiming to be the

unfolding

Banerjee and the
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party entitled to use its reserved
symbol. EC, which heard the two
factions Saturday, asked them to
file written replies by Sept 16.
Sept 16 is the last date for filing
nominations.

Sources said EC may examine
the replies and come up with an
interim decision on Sept 17.

More than 19,000 housing pockets have rooftop
solar systems, benefits 9 lakh households

New Delhi, Agency:
More than 19,000 residen-
tial areas have set up com-
munity rooftop solar sys-
tems under PM Surya
Ghar Yojana to power
common utilities, benefit-
ing over 9 lakh house-
holds. Officials said the
clean energy generated is
used for operating lifts,
common-area lighting,
water pumps, security sys-
tems and sewage treat-
ment plants. Govt has
released Rs 422 crore as
central financial assistance
to resident welfare associ-
ations (RWAs) to help
them install the systems.

L ol

"With common-area
electricity bills forming a
significant component of
monthly maintenance
expenses in many large
housing complexes, govt
support helps them reduce
recurring costs while tran-
sitioning to cleaner ener-
gy," an official said. The
cumulative rooftop solar

capacity of over 278 MW
has been installed for these
communities.

Gujarat leads in total

installations, with more
than 9,000 housing soci-
eties setting up solar
capacity, followed by
Maharashtra, where over
7,500 residential areas
have opted for the facility.

Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka are also steadi-
ly expanding the adoption
of community solar, said
another official.

Ahmedabad, Pune,
Vadodara, Nashik and
Surat are among the top
five cities with the highest
number of rooftop solar
installations for housing
societies. To make com-
munity-scale rooftop solar
financially viable, govt
provides central financial
assistance of Rs 18,000
per kW for eligible RWA
and group housing society
projects.



