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2 Jaish terrorists
killed in
Udhampur

Two

Jammu, Agency:
Jaish-e-Mohammad terror-
ists were shot dead and a

suspected overground
worker was  detained
Thursday after security
forces tracked down a hide-
out in rain-soaked forests of
Udhampur district in J&K's
Jammu division, seizing
assault rifles, a pistol and
grenades.

An Army-CRPF-J&K
police team launched the
operation in Brattal border-
ing Kathua district after
inputs led forces to cordon
off a target area around
9pm Wednesday. "A few
rounds of gunfire and
grenade blasts were heard
shortly after," an official
said. The terrorists resumed
firing Thursday morning,
apparently trying to break
the cordon, but were killed
in return fire. White Knight
Corps said a mop-up opera-
tion was underway using
sniffer dogs and aerial sur-
veillance to check for any
remaining terrorists.

Police identified the
slain terrorists as Saddam
and Mustafa. Forces found
an AK-series rifle with
four magazines, an M-4
carbine with three maga-
zines, a Glock pistol with
two magazines and four
grenades on them.

Flowers at 10,600ft:
World's highest twin
fields unveiled in Leh

leh, Agency: On Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's

76th  birthday, Ladakh
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena inaugurated
the world's highest and
India's largest twin flower
fields in Leh, at an altitude
of 10,600ft, on Thursday as
part of the administration's
efforts to diversify agricul-
ture, build skills and create
new livelihood opportuni-
ties in the Union Territory.
Spread across 40 acres at
Choglamsar and Stakna, the
gardens house more than 25
lakh high-value flowers,
including 24 lakh Lilium
and 1 lakh Gladiolus. The
Choglamsar field was devel-
oped in just two months,
with plantation beginning on
July 16 and the first blooms
appearing in the first week
of Sept. At Stakna, nearly
1.4 lakh lilies were planted
in Aug, with the first blooms
expected by Oct-end.
Saxena said the initiative
was the first experiment of
its size and nature at such a
high altitude in Leh, adding
that its successful execution
could pave the way for repli-
cation elsewhere in Ladakh.
The gardens will open to the
public on Sept 18, with an
entry fee of Rs 25 for adults
and Rs 10 for children, offi-
cials said. Floriculture, as a
high-value agricultural
activity, can complement
traditional farming, increase
cultivators' incomes and cre-
ate  opportunities  for
employment and entrepre-
neurship, the LG said. The
Choglamsar flower park
will serve as a training,
demonstration and model
floriculture centre for farm-
ers and youth, where Lilium,
Gladiolus, Tulips and other
ornamental flowers will be
cultivated for national and
international markets.

Kashmir cracks walnut success code
turns to medium-sized, grafted trees

Kokerang, Agency: In
Gohan village, around
100km south of Srinagar,
Shabir Ahmad was among
many harvesting walnuts
from a towering tree. The
work has become increas-
ingly difficult. "My back
aches now," Ahmad said.
J&K produces 3.5 lakh
tonnes of walnuts annually,
around 90% of the coun-
try's total output.Like other
villagers, Ahmad had no
safety gear and he was
proud of it. "We have been
doing it for centuries," said
Ahmad, also a clerk at a

bravado doesn't help in har-
vesting seasons. Dr. Mohd
Yaqoob Bhat, a surgeon at
Paras Hospital in Srinagar,
said Valley healthcare units
treat dozens of patients
each year after falls from

serious spinal injuries.
"There is no mechanism to
address the issue," Bhat
said.

Ahmad's younger broth-
er sold one walnut for one
rupee and no two fruits are

Kashmir's walnut trees
have been grown from
seeds. J&K and Sher-e-
Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences and
Technology (SKUAST) are
now promoting medium-
sized, grafted walnut trees
to bring greater uniformity
and help the produce com-
pete globally amid compe-
tition from soft-shelled
varieties grown in
California and Chile.

The initiative aims to
replace scattered planta-
tions  with  organised
orchards of known vari-

grow more trees in the
same area and produce wal-
nuts more consistent in size
and color.

J&K has about 80,000
hectares under walnut culti-
vation, most of it made up
of seedling-origin trees.
"When someone plants a
walnut seed in the ground,
whatever grows becomes a
tree. Every tree is a variety
of its own," Ashfaq A.
Pandit, professor and head
of fruit science at
SKUAST, said. This natural
variation, once considered
an advantage, has become a

market where buyers seek
consistent produce.

Traditional walnut trees
can take about 15 years to
bear fruit without using
pesticides. Unlike tradition-
al seedling-origin trees,
grafted walnuts belong to
known varieties.

Imtiyaz Ahmad Lone,
professor and head of
SKUAST's Walnut
Research Centre, said the
university released new
walnut cultivars and graft-
ing-based cultivation had
spread over nearly 90,000
hectares despite lack of

local court. However, the

walnut trees,

some with

similar. For generations,

eties, allowing farmers to

challenge in the modern

subsidies.

Buying medicines may have to be recorded on CCTV | NIA court issues NBWs against

New Delhi, Agency: Buying
prescription medicines from a med-
ical store could soon be recorded on
CCTYV, with the footage required to
be kept for at least three months,
under a draft amendment to the
Drugs Rules, 1945, proposed by
Union health ministry. With this,
regulators will be able to check
transactions when concerns are
raised.

For patients, this could mean an
additional safeguard against medi-
cines sold without prescriptions or
accessed via illegal channels.

The move is aimed at better
oversight of Schedule H, H1 and X
drugs, which include medicines that
cannot be sold without valid pre-
scription. Except wholesale dealing,
all drug will be supplied under
CCTYV system at the licensed prem-

Ty

ises. The proposal was first consid-

ered by Drugs Consultative
Committee and was then circulated
to Drugs Technical Advisory Board.

The board recommended
approval of the proposal, according
to the health ministry. The draft
says the rule will come into force
from a date specified by govt when
the amendment is finally published
in the Official Gazette. The ministry
has invited objections and sugges-
tions from stakeholders and the

public.

Responding to the proposal, J S
Shinde, president, All India
Organisation of Chemists &
Druggists, said, "Making CCTV
surveillance mandatory at every
medical store could cost small and
medium chemists Rs 50,000-1 lakh
or more, apart from ongoing main-
tenance. A uniform requirement is
particularly difficult to implement
in rural areas with unreliable power
and internet connectivity.

Jammu, Agency: A spe-
cial NIA court in Jammu has
issued non-bailable warrants
(NBWs) against two
Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) commanders for
evading arrest in terror cases.

Justice Prem Sagar passed
separate orders on Sept 8
against the duo - Khalid alias

Lala Huzaifa alias
Bakkarwali, a resident of
Pakistan's  South  Punjab

province; and Saifullah alias
Sajid Jatt alias Ali Bhai alias
Habibullah Malik (also
known by several other alias-
es), a resident of Pakistan's
Kasur district.

NIA alleged that Khalid

and Saifullah had worked as
LeT commanders in Kashmir
before moving to Pakistan,
from where they were cur-
rently providing weapons,

money, and directions to
ultras operating in Kashmir.
While Khalid was active in
Ganderbal and Bandipora dis-
tricts, Saifullah - a designated
terrorist listed in the Fourth
Schedule of UAPA - operated
in Kulgam between 2005 and
2007, NIA stated.

Owners face penalties as govt moves to SC takes exception to 31 unnatural

curb stray cattle on hlghways, e-Ways

New Delhi, Agency: Owners
who abandon cattle on highways
and expressways could face fines
and penalties, with the road
transport ministry issuing a stan-
dard operating procedure (SOP)
to curb the menace of stray cattle
and other animals causing road
crashes. States and local authori-
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New Delhi, Agency:
Supreme Court Thursday
took strong exception to
31 unnatural deaths in
Manipur's relief camps -
set up after the eruption
of Kuki-Meitei ethnic
clashes in 2023 to shelter
internally displaced per-

deaths in Manipur relief camps

prits. It also questioned
the state for giving a
meagre Rs 30,000 as

ing in various

which published a news
report on 731 deaths,
including 25 unnatural
deaths, in relief camps as
disclosed by the state
home department. Media
had also reported that
43,000 IDPs were resid-
relief

Bishnupur, four in
Imphal West, two in
Imphal East and one in
Kakching.

The bench directed
the state chief secretary
to submit what remedial
measures would be taken
to prevent such incidents.

ties will initiate "owner-tracing"
and take steps to recover applica-
ble fees, fines and penalties from
owners.

The SOP follows a Supreme
Court direction to NHAI to
devise a structured mechanism
for the safe removal of stray ani-
mals from national highways and
expressways. The "SOP for Safe
Removal of Stray Cattle and
Other Animals from
NHs/Expressways", issued this

week to hlghway agencies and

state govts, designates NHAI,
NHIDCL and state PWDs as
nodal agencies for removing
stray animals from NHs and
expressways. They will arrange
their safe transportation to shel-
ters, cattle pounds or gaushalas
identified by state govts.

The highway agencies will
identify and mark stretches
where stray cattle and other ani-
mals are frequently spotted.

sons (IDPs) - including
one due to sexual assault.
A bench of Chief

compensation to the next
of kin even though the
state had paid Rs 4 lakh-

camps.

Makhija said when
the committee sought

It also asked the state to
detail the steps taken to
expedite investigations

Justice Surya Kant and 5 lakh to relatives of vic- details of the deaths, the into the FIRs. Justice
Justices Joymalya tims of the ethnic clash- state initially provided Mittal Committee
Bagchi and V Mohana es. sketchy statistics. Only informed the court that
asked the state govt to This order was passed after prodding did govt the mother of the sexual
file an affidavit giving after perusing Justice provide the required assault victim in
details of the causes of Gita Mittal Committee's information. Jiribam and Churachandpur relief
death as ascertained report. Placed before the Churachandpur relief camp was given Rs 2.5
through postmortem court by senior advocate camps recorded nine lakh as compensation but

reports and the investiga-
tions to identify the cul-

Vibha D Makhija, it cited
a Media report of June 7

six were reported

unnatural deaths each;
in

Tamil Nadu must change mind-
set, allow Hindi in schools: SC

New Delhi, Agency
Supreme Court Thursday told
Tamil Nadu govt that it needed
to change its mindset towards
teaching Hindi in schools and
should thrash out issues with
Centre on setting up Navodaya
Vidyalayas in every district.

As Vijay-led TN govt took
the same stand taken by the pre-
vious DMK govt, a bench of
Justices B V Nagarathna and A
G Masih said individual states
could not act like countries.
"You have to change your
mindset, it can't be that Hindi
will not be taught on the soil of
TN," the bench said.

TN has been opposing the
setting up of these schools as
they follow a three-language
policy, including Hindi, which
is against the state's two-lan-
guage policy.

"We are saying in addition to
all the good things you're doing
in your state, having something
in addition will not bring down
your standards... People in
Chennai should not alienate
Delhi and vice versa," SC said.

Senior advocate Jaideep
Gupta, appearing for the state,
submitted it was against the
federal structure to impose

Centre's decision on a state. "It
is against the state policy. It
supersedes Tamil. This kind of
unification is not the purport of
Constitution. It is not a central
govt school. It is a school run
by a society. There is an
adamancy that Hindi must pre-
dominate," he said.

Gupta submitted that coop-
erative federalism would never
work in only one direction and
such a policy should not be
enforced by the court.

The bench asked the state to
comply with its order and post-
ed the case for further hearing
in Dec. SC had last Dec direct-
ed TN to identify land required
for establishing Navodaya
Vidyalayas in each district
within six weeks.

"We are not asking you to
acquire land. We are only ask-
ing you to identify it... There is
a need for dialogue. You can't
say I won't accept a policy.
Today it is education, tomorrow
it will be something else.

in most cases, the next of
kin got only Rs 30,000.

SC raps CBSE for refusing to exempt Class VI from 3-language policy this year

New Delhi, Agency: Supreme
Court on Thursday rapped CBSE
for being stubborn in its decision
to enforce the three-language poli-
cy from this year for Class VI stu-
dents and forced it to reconsider
the decision with a clear mandate,
camouflaged as a suggestion, to
enforce it from next academic
year.CBSE had decided to enforce

the three-language policy for all
classes from Class VI to X,
which the students were to choose
three languages of which two must
be indigenous. On SC's request, it
reconsidered and agreed to enforce
it from Class VI onwards from this
year while students in Class VII to
X were to be governed by the old
policy. SC had asked CBSE to

in

Justices

ing the

reconsider exempting students of
Class VI this year.
A bench of CJI Surya Kant and

Mohana is dealing with a bunch of
petitions challenging the threelan-
guage policy, including highlight-

indigenous subject teachers and
infrastructure.

Joymalya Bagchi and V

inadequacy of textbooks,

'Fundamental national responsibility': India's envoy to
US strikes defiant note as Trump's 100% tariffs loom

New Delhi, Agency:
India's Ambassador to the
United States Vinay
Mohan Kwatra has
defended New Delhi's
energy sourcing policy
after the US House of
Representatives passed
legislation that gives US
president Donald Trump
the authority to impose
tariffs of up to 100 per
cent on countries continu-
ing to buy Russian oil and
gas, including India and
China. The bill was
approved 262-159 after
clearing the Senate last
month and now goes to
Trump for signature.In an
X thread titled "People

L ol

First: What Drives India's

Energy Imperative",
Kwatra said India's ener-
gy choices were driven by
development and energy
security.

"Energy is a vital
strategic necessity for 1.4
billion Indians and a
foundation of our devel-
opment....India is the

world's fastest-growing
major economy and its
third-largest energy con-
sumer. Yet the average
Indian consumes less than
one-third of the global
average and one-tenth of
average American. Our
energy needs will, and
must, grow," he said.
Kwatra said reliable
and affordable energy was
essential for homes,
farms, hospitals, schools,
factories and transport.
"India imports over
85% of its crude oil and
around half its natural
gas. Our sourcing reflects
a fundamental national
responsibility:  looking

outside our borders to
secure adequate, afford-
able and uninterrupted
energy for our people,” he
said. He added that India
sources energy from part-
ners across the Middle
East, Africa, Latin
America, Eurasia and the
US, with decisions guided
by "availability, afford-
ability, market conditions
and commercial viabili-
ty". "When recent con-
flicts squeezed global
supplies, India acted deci-
sively to protect its people
from price shocks. That
also helped steady global
energy markets and pre-
vent a deeper crisis.



